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PREFACE. 


T 

A  H  E  corruption  of  the  age  is  a  complaint  with 
many  men  who  contribute  to  increafe  it.  In  like  man* 
ner,  the  inattention  of  the  people  is  a  complaint  with 
many  preachers  who  are  themlelves  to  blame.  A  dull 
i  courfe  naturally  produces  a  liftiefs  audience  ;  there 
bemg  few  hearers  who  will  attend  to  that  by  which 
t  eir  hearts  are  not  engaged,  or  their  imaginations  en- 
tertained.  1  o  entertain  the  imagination  principally, 
were  a  poor,  and  indeed  a  vicious  aim  in  a  preacher, 
o  engage  the  heart,  with  a  view  to  mend  it,  fhould 
e  his  grand  ambition.  Any  farther  than  as  it  may 
prove  lome  way  or  other  fubfervient  to  that,  enter* 
tainment  fhould  never  be  admitted  into  a  Sermon. 
1  here  to  fay  the  truth,  we  feldom  meet  with  too  much 
of  the  latter.  Wouid  to  God  we  often  met  there 
with  more  of  the  former  i 

The  author  of  the  following  Difcourfes  was  prompt¬ 
ed  to  pubiifh  them,  from  an  unfeigned  regard  for  the 
Female  Sex  ;  from  a  fervent  zeal  for  the  beft  intercfls 
f  ociety ,  on  which  he  believes  their  difpofitions  and 
deportment  will  ever  have  a  migfny  influence  ;  and 
iailly,  fiom  a  fecret  defire  long  felt  of  trying  whether 
tnat  fly f e  of  preaching,  which  to  him  appears,  upon 
the^  whole,  adapted  to  an  auditory  above  the  vulgar 
ran  t,  might  fuccced  on  a  fubjecl  of  this  nature  ;  no- 
thutg  m  the  kind,  that  he  knows  of  having  been  en¬ 
deavoured  before,  in  any  language.  The  attempt  was 
as  difficult  as  it  was  new,  and  this  very  difficulty  was 
probably  the  caufe  of  its  having  been  hitherto  declin¬ 
ed,  lie  relied  however  on  rhe  candour  of  the  public 
for  erery  proper  allowance,  more  efpecially  refpetling 
fome  Angularities  in  the  mode  of  compofition,  upoi 
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which  he  would  not  have  ventured  but  for  the  uncom¬ 
mon  nefs  of  the  occafion.  Nor  has  he  been  difappoint- 
ed.  But  the  public  has  not  fhown  candour  only  :  ft 
has  even  exercifed  indulgence  ;  perfons  of  both  fexes, 
of  various  denominations,  and  of  different  taftes,  hav¬ 
ing  joined  in  expreiTing  the  molt  generous  approba¬ 
tion. 

I  heir  very  favourable  opinion,  fo  far  beyond  his- 
expectation,  affords  him  peculiar  pleafure,  as  it  raifes 
his  popes,  that  which  here  fuggelled  may  by  the  blefling 
of  Heaven,  which  he  humbly  implores,  contribute  to 
the  improvement  of  the  moll  agreeable  part  of  the- 
creation,  and  by  confequence  both  to  their  own  felici¬ 
ty,  and  that  of  millions  with  whom  they  are  now,  or 
may  be  hereafter,  connected.  In  this  cafe,  it  will  add 
to  his  happinefs  to  reflect,  that  he  has  rendered  the 
plain  voice  of  Truth  acceptable  amongft  thofe  who 
are  daily  tempted  by  the  firen-fong  of  Flattery. 

The  preacher  is  willing  to  hope,  that  women  of  moff 
conditions,  and  at  all  ages,  may  meet  with  fome  ufeful 
counfel,  or  fome  falutary  hint,  fhould  curiofity  incite 
them  to  look  into  thefe  difeourfes.  Should  any  of 
thole  young  perfons  in  genteel  life,  to  whom  they  are 
chiefly  addrehed,  deem  the  reprehenfions  they  contain 
too  fevere,  or  too  indiferiminate  ;  he  can  only  fay,  that 
as  all  were  delated  by  fricndlhip  no  lefs  than  by  con¬ 
viction,  fo  he  wifhes  it  to  be  underltood,  that  many 
were  occalioned  by  a  particular  obfervation  of  thole 
characters  and  manners  which  are  elleemed  fafliionable 
among!!  the  Young  and  the  Gay  of  this  metropolis* 
In  the  Country  (a  denomination  which,  as  matters  are 
commonly  conducted,  he  can  by  no  means  allow  to. 
the  neighbourhood  of  London)  the  contagion  of  vice 
and  folly,  it  may  be  prefumed,  is  not  fo  epidemical. 
In  fhort,  he  is  perfuaded,  that  women  of  worth  and 
fenfe  are  to  be  found  every  where,  but  mofl  frequently 
in  the  calm  of  retreat,  and  amidilthe  coolnefs  of  recoL 
jedlion, 
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FACE. 


Sermon  i. 


On  the  Importance  of  the  Fe¬ 
male  Sex,  especially  the 
younger  Part. 


i  Timothy,  ii.  8,  9,  10. 

I  will — that  women  adorn  'thewtfelves  in  modejl  ap¬ 
parel ,  with  jhame-j  accd ncj s  and  fobriety  ;  not 
with  broidered  hair ,  or  gold ,  or  pearls,  or  cojlly 
array ,  but  ( which  becometh  women  projejjing 
godlinefsj  with  good  works. 

WAN  a  maid  forget  her  ornaments,  or  a  bride  her 
attire?”  Is  the  Almighty's  auefiion  by  the  mouth  of 
a  prophet  ?  Splendid  attire  and  rich  ornaments  are,  in 
many  places  of  feriptiire,  fpoken  of  without  cenfure, 
and  in  fome,  with  approbation.  “The  king’s  daugh¬ 
ter,”  fays  the  Pfalmifl,  “  is  all  glorious  within  he 
adds,  “her  clothing  is  of  wrought  gold  ;  fte  fhall  be 
brought  unto  the  king  in  raiment  of  needle-work.” 
The  virtuous  woman  is,  in  the  Proverbs,  applauded 
for  “clothing  her  houfhold  with  fcarlet,  and  herfalf 
with  fitk  and  purple.”  The  Creator  has  poured  un¬ 
bounded  beauty  over  his  w'orks.  Witnefs  the  {lowers 
of  the  field,  celebrated  by  our  Saviour  himfelf ;  wit- 
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nefs  the  gems  of  the  mine,  mentioned  in  the  Revela¬ 
tion  of  St.  John,  as  employed  to  give  additional  iuftre, 
even  to  the  New  Jerufalem  ;  witnefs,  in  general,  all 
that  wonderful  colouring,  and  thofe  fair  proportions, 
that  pleafe  the  eye,  and  amufe  the  imagination,  with 
endlefs  variety.  Who  can  refill,  who  indeed  ought  tov 
refill,  the  agreeable  etfeft  ?  Surely  the  Author  of  Na¬ 
ture  does  nothing  in  vain.  He  furely  meant,  that,  by 
beholding  her  with  delight,  we  might  be  led  to  copy 
her  with  care,  and  from  contemplating  the  inferior  or¬ 
ders  of  beauty,  rife  to  the  admiration  of  that  which  is 
fupreme. 

As  he  has  furnilhed  infinite  materials  for  the  exercife 
and  entertainment,  no  lefs  than  for  the  provilion  and 
accommodation  of  man  ;  fo  has  he  infpired  that  genius, 
and  fupplied  thofe  powers,  by  which  they  are  moulded 
into  form,  and  heightened  into  fplendor.  In  faying 
this,  we  are  warranted  by  revelation  itfelf,  where  we 
are  exprefsly  told,  that  <£  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  filled 
Bezaleel,  Aholiab,,J  and  others,  <f  with  wifdom,  and  » 
nnderftanding  and  knowledge,  to  devife  and  work  all 
manner  of  curious  and  cunning  works  of  the  carver  of 
wood,  the  cutter  of  flones,  the  jeweler,  the  engraver, 
the  weaver,  the  embroiderer  in  blue  and  in  purple,  in 
fcarlet  and  in  fine  linen. ’*  What  multitudes  are  daily 
employed,  and  comfortably  fupported,  by  thefe,  and 
fuch  like  ornamental  arts,  hardly  any  one  is  ignorant. 

That  works  of  ingenuity  and  elegance  are  particu¬ 
larly  becoming  in  your  fex,  and  that  the  fludv  of  them 
ought  to  enter  into  female  education  as  much  as  poifi- 
ble,  all,  I  think,  are  agreed.  In  fine,  none,  but  the 
moft  contracted,  or  the  mod  prejudiced,  will  deny  that 
women  may  avail  themfelvesof  every  decent  attraction, 
that  can  lead  to  a  date  for  which  they  were  manifeflly 
formed  ;  and  that,  fliould  they,  by  anynegleCt  of  their 
perfons,  render  themfelves  lefs  amiable  than  God  has 
made  them,  they  would  fo  far  difappoint  the  defign  of 
their  creation. 

Thefe  confiderations  will,  I  apprehend,  be  thought 
more  than  fufficient  to  prove,  that  the  pafiage  of  St. 
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Paul,  which  I  have  feleeled  for  my  text,  is  not  to  be 
underload  Rrifily  and  abfolutely,  where  it  feems  to 
condemn  female  ornament  in  general.  ,  It  was  common 
with  the  Hebrews  to  exjwrefs  comparative  precepts  in  a 
pofitive  manner,  as  might  be  fhown  from  a  number  of 
texts.  But  you  are  not  difpofed  to  doubt  it.  What 
then  is  our  apoRle’s  meaning  ?  ‘  I  would  exhort,  and 
even  enjoin  chriRian  women,  always  to  d refs  with  de¬ 
cency  and  moderation  ;  never  to  go  beyond  their  cir- 
cumRances,  nor  afpire  above  their  Ration,  fo  as  to  pre¬ 
clude  or  hinder  works  of  mercy;  not  to  value  themfelves 
on  their  drefs,  ordefpife  others  more  meanly  habited  ; 
in  Riort,  never  to  fpend  too  much  time  or  thought  on 
the  embelhfhment  of  the  body,  but  always  to  prefer 
the  gracesof  the  mind,  modeRy,  meekncfs,  prudence, 
piety,  with  all  virtuous  and  charitable  occupations,  alt 
beautiful  and  ufeful  accompl i'fhments,  fuited  to  their 
rank  and  condition.  Thefe  are  the  chief  ornaments  of 
their  fex;  thefe  will  render  them  truly  lovely  as  women  ; 
and  as  chrifiians,  thefe  will  more  peculiarly  become 
them.*  Such,  I  conceive,  is  the  do&rine  of  this  di¬ 
vine  writer,  and  of  his  fellow  apoRle,  St.  Peter,  on  the 
fame  fahjeft ;  and  fuch,  in  fubRa'nce,  was  the  do:6Vrine 
of  fome  of  the  wifeR  heathens.  G  ive  me  leave  to'quote 
one  of  them  :  u  It  is  not  gold,  nor  emeralds,  nor  pur¬ 
ple,  but  modeRy,  gravity,  and  decent  deportment,  lhat 
can  truly  adorn  a  woman.”  Ah,  my  fair  friends,  how 
attraftive,  and  how  happy  might  all  of  you  be,  were 
you  effeftually  perfuader  to  form  yourfelves  on  fuch 
maxims;  and  what  lingular  pleafure  would  it  afford  the 
preacher,  if,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  he  might  fo  per- 
fuade  you. 

Princes,  it  has  been  faid,  and  young  women,  feldom 
hear  truth.  It  is  a  melancholy  conhderation.  Flat¬ 
tery,  you  have  often  heard,  and  fometimes,  I  doubt 
not,  liRened  to.  May  He  hope  for  your  attention, 
whofe  character  forbids  him  to  flatter,  and  whofe  prin¬ 
ciples  are  equally  averfe  to  it?  Nothing,  I  am  convin¬ 
ced,  can  be  more  pernicious  to  your  beR  interefts,  than 
the  adulation  with  which  you  are  fo  early,  and  fo  gene¬ 
rally 
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rally  entertained.  You  will  not  look  for  it  here.  But 
not  afraid,  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  bitternefs  of 
reproach,  or  the  bluntnefs  of  incivility.  If  any  thing 
ihould  appear  harlh,  be  allured  it  proceeds  from  real  re^ 
gard.  We  would  not  willingly  offend,  we  are  natur¬ 
ally  folicitous  topleafe  you  ;  but  we  dare  not  promote 
your  pleafure  at  the  expenfe  of  your  improvement. 
To  tendernefs  and  refpe&you  are  entitled  ;  but  certainly 
faithful  and  candid  admonition  is  not  incompatible  with' 
the  latter  ;  and  of  the  former,  if  I  be  not  miftaken,  it  is* 
the  trueff  proof. 

I  he  Almighty  has  thrown  you  upon  the  proteflion 
ofourfex.  To  yours  we  are  indebted  on  many  ac¬ 
counts.  He  that  abufes  you  difhonours  his  mother. 
Virtuous  women  are  the  fweetners,.  the  charm  of  hu¬ 
man  life#  A  virtuous  woman — her  price  is  far  above 
Hubies.”  This  is  not  flattery  ;  it  is  juff  praife  :  and 
that  every  one  of  you  may  deferve  fuch  commendation 
is  my  earned  prayer.  Much,  I  am  fure,  depends  on 
you.  And  this  fhall  be  my  flrff  point;  to  which  I 
will  devote  the  prefent  difcourfe,  as  a  proper  founda¬ 
tion  for  what  is  to  follow.  That  I  thus  addrefs  you.  in 
particular,  is  principally  owing  to  the  idea  I  have  form¬ 
ed  of  your  confequence. 

He  that  depreciatesyour  fex  is  as  unkind  to  fociety, 
as  he  is  unjuft  to  you.  Yet  to  do  fo  in  your  abfeuce 
is,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  too  common  with  many  men  ; 
with  thofe  very  men  that  foothe  you  to  your  faces,  and 
are  dupes  to  your  fmiles.  Is  this  either  manly  or  fair? 
B.ecaufe  there  are  foolilli  and  vicious  women,  does  it 
follow,  that  there  are  hardly  any  other  ?  W ere  fuch, 
an  opinion  to  prevail  generally,  what  would  become  of 
human  kind  ?  Were  io  ungracious  a  fyftem  once  ef- 
tablifhed,  is  there  not  reafon  to  fear,  it  would  foon  grow 
to  be  too  well  founded  ?  The  world,  we  know,  is 
mightily  influenced  by  reputation.  Applaufe  incites 
and  animates  ;  contempt  has  the  contrary  effeft.  A 
concern  for  chara&er  is,  from,  their  conllitution,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  circumltances,  particularly  ftrong  in  women  ; 
in  all  but  thofe,  who,  having  loft  their  native  honours, 
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have,  with  them,  loft  their  fenfe  of  fliame ;  an  infamy  to 
which  they  would  have  hardly  descended,  had  they  not 
firft  funk  in  their  own  eftimation. 

That  admired  maxim  of  heathen  antiquity,  “  Rev> 
erence  thyfelf,”  feems  to  me  peculiarly  proper  for  a 
woman.  She  that  does  not  reverence  herfelf,  muft  not 
hope  to  be  refpetted  by  others.  I  would  therefore  re¬ 
mind  you  of  your  own  value.  By  encouraging  you  to 
entertain  a  juft  efteem  for  yourfelves,  I  would'^on  one 
hand,  guard  you  againft  every  thing  degrading,  and  on 
the  other,  awaken  your  ambition  to  a£t  up  to  the  beft 
ftandard  of  your  fex  ;  to  afpire  at  every  amiable,  every 
noble  quality  that  is  adapted  to  your  ftate,  or  that  can 
infure  the  atteflion,  and  preferve  the  importance  to 
which  you  were  born.  Now,  this  importance  is  verv 
great,  whether  we  confider  you  in  your  prefect  finale 
condition,  or  as  afterwards  conne&ed  in  wedlock.  ° 

Confidering  you  in  your  prefect  fingle  condition,  I 
would  begin  where  your  duty  infociety  begins,  by  put¬ 
ting  you  in  mind  how  deeply  your  parents  are  intereft- 
ed  in  your  behaviour.  For  the  fake  of  the  argument, 

I  fuppofe  your  parents  to  be  alive.  Thofe  that  have 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  early  deprived  of  theirs,  are 
commonly  left  to  the  care  of  fome  friend  or  guardian, 
who  is  underftood  to  fupply  their  place  ;  and  to  fucii 
my  remarks,  on  this  head,  will  not  be  altogether  inap¬ 
plicable.  But  I  muft  like  wife  fuppofe  that  your  par¬ 
ents  deferve  the  name,  that  they  are  really  concerned 
for  your  virtue  and  welfare.  Great  God!  are  there  then 
any  of  thy  creatures  fo  unnatural,  as  to  negleft  the  cu{- 
tj;re  and  happmefs  of  the  child ren  thou  haft  given  them  ? 
Yes,  and  worfe  than  to  neglect  ft,  “  Be"  aftonrfhed, 

O  ye  heavens,  at  this  !,J  1  here  are  beings,  called  par¬ 
ents,  and  chriftian  parents,  who  are  at  pains  to  intro¬ 
duce  their  unexperienced  offspring  to  follv,  to  Vice,  to. 
every  pra&ice  that  can  plunge  them  in  mifery  ! — What, 
mothers  too,  and  mothers  “  proieffmg  godlinefs  !”  Is 
it  po (h ole  that  they  can  tram  up  the  fruit  of  their, 
woino,  their  own  daughters,  to  difhonour  and  deftruc- 
“i°n  ^  -Alas  !  it  is  done  every  chrv,  and  pafles  unre-' 
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•  garded.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  in  the  whole  fcience 
of  female  vanity,  female  luxury,  or  female  falfehood,  a- 
lingle  article  that  is  not  taught,  and  alfo  exemplified,  by, 
thofe  chriliian  mothers, to  the  poor  youngcreatures  whom 
every  dictate  of  nature,  as  well  as  every  principle  of  the 
gofpel,  fliould  engage  their  parents  to  bring  up  in  mod- 
effy ,  fobriety,  and  fimplicity  of  manners,  W  hat  words 

can  paint  the  guilt  of  luch  a  conduct  ? 

Are  you  who  now  hear  me,  bled  with  parents  that 
even  in  thefe  times,  and  in  this  metropolis,  where  all 
the  corruption  and  futility  of  thefe  times  are  concen¬ 
tred,  difcover  a  zeal  for  your  improvement  and  falva- 
tfon?  How  thankful  Ihould  you  be  for  the  mighty 
bleffing!  Would  you  {how  that  you  are  thankful  ?  Do 
nothing  to  make  them  unhappy  ;  do  all  in  your  poweff 
to  give  them  delight.  Ah,  did  you  but  know  how: 
much  it  is  in  your  power  to  give  them  ! — But  whocaa 
defcribe  the  tranfports  of  a  breaft^  truly  paternal,  on 
beholding  a  daughter  {hoot  uplikelome  fair,  but  modeii 
flower,  and  acquire,  day  after  day,  frefh  beauty,  and 
growing  fweetnefs,  fo  as  to  fill  every  eye  with  pleafure> 
and  every  heart  with  admiration  *,  while,  like  that,  fame 
flower,  fhe  appears  unconfcious  of  her  opening  charms* 
and  only  rejoices  in  the  fun  that  cheers,  and. the  hand, 
that  {belters  her  ?  In  this  manner  {hall  you,  my  lovely, 
friend,  repay  moil  acceptably  a  part  (you.  never  can 
Jiepay  the  whole J  of  that  irmmenfe.  debt  you  owe  for  ali 
she  pains  and  fears  formerly  fmTered,  and  for  ali  the  un-- 
utterable  anxieties  daily  experienced,  on  your  account. 

Perhaps  you  are  the  only  daughter,  perhaps  the  only, 
child  of  your  mother,  and  her  a  widow.  All  her  cares, 
all  her  fenfations  point  to  you.  Of  the  tenderneis  of 
a  much  loved  and  much  lamented  hufband,  you  are 
the  foie  remaining  pledge.  On  you  fhe  often  fixes 
her  earneit  melting  eye  j  with  watcnful  attention  Ine 
marks  the  progreis  of  your  rifing  virtues  j  in  every  {of- 
iened  feature  Ihe  fondly  traces  your  father’s  fenfe, 
your  father’s  probity.  Something,  within  her  wmfpers,. 
you  {hall  live  to  be  the  prop  and  comfort  of  her  age,  as 

you  are  now  her  companion  and  friend.  B Idled  Lord, . 
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what  big  emotions  fwell  her  labouring  foul!  But  left, 
by  venting  them  in  your  company,  (he  ftiould  affeft  you 
too  much,  £he  filently  withdraws  to  pour  them  forth 
in  tears  of  rapture  ;  a  rapture  only  augmented  by  the 
fweetiy  fad  remembrance  that  mingles  with  it,  while* 
at  the  fame  time,  it  is  exalted  and  confecrated  doubly 
by  ardent  vows  to  heaven,  for  your  prefervation  and 
profperity.  Is  there  a  young  worrfan  that  can  think  of 
this  with  indifference  ?  Is  there  a  young  woman,  that 
can  reverfe  the  defcription,  fuppofc  herlelf  the  impious 
creature  that  could  break  a  widowed,  mother’s  heart-, 
and  fupport  the  thought  ? 

When  a  daughter,  it  may  be  a  favourite  daughter^ 
turns  out  unruly,  foolilh,  wanton  ;  when  file  diiobeys 
her  parents,  difgraces  her  education,  diflionours  her. 
fex,  difappoints  the  hopes  file  had  railed;  when  {he 
throws  herfeif  away  on  a  man  unworthy  of  hpr,  or  if. 
d.ifpofed,  yet  by  his  or  her  fituation, unqualified  to  make, 
her  happy  what  her  parents,  in  any  of  thefe  cafes, 
rrjufi  necelfarily  fuffer,  we  may  conjecture,  they  alone 
can  fee!..  ... 

The  world,  I.  know  not.  how,  overlooks,  in  our  fex,, 
a  thoufand  irregularities,  which  it.  never  forgives  in. 
yours ;  lb  that  the  honour  and  peace  of  a  family  are, 
in  this  view,  much  more  dependant  on  the  conduct  of. 
daughters  than  of  fons ;..  and  one  young  lady  going, 
aftray,  {hall  fubjeft  her  relations  to  luch  difcredit  and. 
diftrels,  as  the  united  good  conduct  of  all  her  brothers 
and  fillers,  fuppofing  them  numerous,  {hall  fcarce  ever 
he  able  to  repair..  But  1  prefs  not  any  farther  an  argu¬ 
ment  fo  exceedingly  plain.  We  can  prognofiicate 
nothing  virtuous,  nothing  happy,  concerning  thofe. 
wretched  creatures  of  either  fex,  that  do, not  feel  for  the. 
fiatisfattion,  eafe,  or  honour  of  their  parents. 

Another,  and  a  principal  fource  of  your  importance,, 
is  the  very  great  and  extend  ve  .influence,  which  you?. 
in  general,  have  with  our  fex.  There  is  in  female  youth 
an  attraction,  which  every  man  of  the  leaf!  fenfibility 
mu  ft  perceive.  If  afiified  by  beauty, .it  becomes,  in  the* 
fir  11  impreflion,  irrefiflable»  Your  power  lo  far  we  do 
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not  affeft  to  conceal.  That  He,  who  made  us,  meant 4 
it  thus,  is  manifed  from  his  having  attempered  our 
hearts  to  fuch  emotions.  Would  to  God  you  knew 
how  to  improve  this  power  to  its  nobleft  ends !  We 
fhould  then  rejoice  to  fee  it  increafed :  then  indeed  it 
would  be  increafed  of  courfe.  Youth  and  beauty,  fet 
off  with  fweetnefs  and  virtue,  capacity  and  difcretion, 
— what  have  not  they  accomplifhed  ? 

Far  be  it  from  me,  my  fair  hearers,  todamp  your  fpir- 
its,  or  to  wifh  in  the  lead  to  abridge  your  triumphs  ; 
on  the  contrary,  by  abiding  you  to  direft,  we  would 
contribute  to  exalt  and  extend  them.  We  are  always 
forry  when  we  fee  them  mifplaced  or  abufed  ;  and — I 
was  going  to  add,  there  is  nothing  more  common.  To 
give  them  their  jud  direftion,  is  truly  a  nice  point. 
Power,  from  whatever  Cource  derived,  is  always  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  turning  the  head.  It  has  turned  many  an  old 
one.  What  then  fhall  become  of  a  young  woman, 
placed  on  fuch  a  precipice  ?  What  can  balance  or  pre¬ 
serve  her,  but  fobriety  and  caution,  a  good  Providence, 
and  good  advice  ? 

There  are  few  young  women  who  do  not  appear  agree¬ 
able  in  the  eyes  offome  men.  And  what  might  not  be  done 
by  the  greater  part  of  you,  to  fecure  fohd  efteem,  and 
to  promote  general  reformation,  among  ourfex  ?  Are 
fuch  obje&s  unworthy  of  your  purfuit  ?  or  will  ye  fay, 
that  thofe  which  frequently  engage  it  are  of  fuperior  or 
equal  importance  P 

If  mendifcover  that  you  dudy  to  captivate  them  by 
an  outlide  only,  or  by  little  frivolous  arts,  there  are,  it 
mud  be  confeffed,  many  of  them  who  will  rejoice  at  the 
difcovery  ;  and  while  they  themfelves  feem  taken  by 
the  lure,  they  will  endeavour  in  reality  to  make  you  their 
prey.  Some  more  fentimental  fpirits,  who  might  be 
dazzled  in  the  beginning,  will  be  foon  difabufed  ;  and 
a  few  more  honourable  characters  will  fcorn  to  take 
advantage  of  your  folly.  Folly,  mod  undoubtedly 
it  is,  by  a  wrong  apphcation  of  your  force,  to  lofe  the 
fubdance  for  the  fhadow. 
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Now  and  then  a  giddy  youth  may  be  caught.  But 
what  is  the  {hallow  admiration  of  an  hundred  fuch,  or 
tUe  fmooth  addrefs  of  artful  deflroyers,  to  the  heart-felt 
Fefpetf  of  men  of  worth  and  dilcernment,  or  the  well- 
earned  praife  of  reclaiming,  were  it  but  one  ofFender  ? 
I  verily  believe  you  might  reclaim  a  multitude.  I  can 
hardly  conceive  that  any  man  would  be  able  to  with- 
fland  the  foft  perfuafion  ofyour  words,  but  chiefly  of 
your  looks  and  a&ions,  habitually  exerted  on  the  fide  of 
goodnefs. 

66  Were  Virtue, ”  laid  an  ancient  philofopher,  “to 
appear  amongft  men  in  vifible  fhape,  what  vehement 
defires  would  fhe  enkindle  !'”  Virtue  exhibited  without 
affection  by  a  lovely  young  perfon;  of  improved  under- 
flanding  and  gentle  manners,  may  be  laid  to  appear  with 
the  moll  alluring  afpefl,  furrounded  by  the  Graces ;  and 
that  bread  muft  be  cold  indeed,  which  does  not  take 
fire  at  the  fight  l 

The  influence  of  the  fexes  is,  no  doubt,  reciprocal  ; 
but  I  muft  ever  be  of  opinion,  that  yours  is  tbegreateft. 
How  often  have  I  feen  a  company  of  men  who  were 
difpofed  to  be  riotous, cheeked  all  at  once  into  decency, by 
the  accidental  entrance  of  an  amiable  woman  ;  while 
hergoodfenfe,  and  obliging  deportment,  charmed  them 
into  at  leaft  a  temporary  conviction,  that  ihere  is 
nothing lobeautiful  as  female  excellence,  nothing  fo  de¬ 
lightful  as  female  converfation,  in  its  beft  form!  Were 
fuch  conviftion  frequently  repeated,  (and  it  would  be  fre¬ 
quently  repeated,  if  fuch  excellence,  and  fuch  converfa¬ 
tion  were  more  general)  what  might  wenotexpeft  from 
it  at  laft  ?  Inthe  mean  time,  it  were  eafy  to  point  out 
inftances  of  the  moft  evident  relormation  wrought  on 
particular  men,  by  their  having  happily  conceived  a 
paffion  for  virtuous  women  :  but  among  the  leaft  val- 
uableofyour  fex,  when  have  you  knownany  that  were 
amended  by  thefociety  or  example  of  the  better  part  of 
ours  ? 

To  form  the  manners  of  men,  various  caufes  contrib¬ 
ute  ;  but  nothing,  I  apprehended,  fo  much  as  the  turn 
of  the  women  with  whom  they  converfe.  Thofe  who 
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are  moll  converfant  with  women  of  virtue  and  under- 
landing*  will  be  always  found  the  mofl  amiable  char¬ 
ters,  other  circumftances  being  fuppofed  alike.  Such 
fociety,  beyond  every  thing  elfe,  rubs  off  the  corners 
that  give  many  of  our  fe*  an  ungracious  roughnefs. 
It  produces  a  polifh  more  perfeft,  and  more  pleafing* 
than  that  which  is  received  from  a  general  commerce 
with  the  world.  This  I  all  is  often  fpecious,  but  com¬ 
monly  fuperficial.  The  other  is  the  refult  of  gentler 
feelings,  and  a  more  elegant  humanity  :  the  heart 
itfelf  is  moulded;  habits  of  undiffembled  courtefy  are 
formed  ;  a  certain  flowing  urbanity  is  acquired  ;  violent 
paffions,  rafh  oaths,  coarfe  jells,  indelicate  language  of 
every  kind,  are  precluded,  and  difrelifhed.  Under- 
Handing  and  virtue, by  being  often  contemplated  in  the 
mofl  engaging  lights,  have  a  fort  of  aflimilating  power. 
I  do  not  mean,  that  the  men  I  fpeak  of  will  become 
feminine;  but  their  fentiments  and  depoitment  will 
contrafl  a  grace.  Their  principles  will  have  nothin^ 
ferocious  or  forbidding ;  their  affe&ions  will  be  chafte 
and  Toothing  at  the  fame- inflant.  In  their  cafe,  the 
gentleman,  the  man  of  worth,  the  chriftian,  will  all 
melt  infenfibly  and  fweetlv  into  one  another.  How 
agreeable  the  compofition  l  In.  the  fame  wav  too,  hon¬ 
ourable  love  is  inspired  and  cherifhed. — -Honourable 
love  !  that  great  prefervasive  ofpurity,  that  powerful 
foftener  of  the  fierceft  Ipirit,  that  mighty  improver  of 
the  rudefl  carriage,  that  all-fubduing,  yet  all-exalting 
principle  of  the  human  breaft,  which  humbles  the  proud, 
and  bends  the  ftubborn,  yet  lifts  with  lofty  conceptions, 
and  animates  with  a  fortitude  that  nothing  can  conquer 
— what  fhall  I  fay  more  ? — which  converts,  the  favage 
into  a  man,  and  lifts  the  man  into  a  hero  !  What  a  hap¬ 
py  change  fhould  we  behold  in  the  minds,  the  morals, 
and  the  demeanour  of  our  youth,  were  this  charming 
paffion  to  take  place  of  that  falfe  and  vicious  gallantry, 
which  gains  ground  amongfl  us  every  day,  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  our  country,  to  the  difeouragement  of  holy 
wedlock,  to  the  deflruflion  of  health,  fortune,  decency, 
refinement,  re&itude  of  mind,  arid  dignity  of  manners ! 

For 
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For  my  part,  I  defpair  of  feeing  the  effeminate,  trifling, 
and  diffolute  character  of  the  age  reformed,  fo  long  as 
this  kind  of  gallantry  is  the  mode.  But  it  will  be  the 
mode,  fo  long  as  the  prefent  fafhionable  fyflem  of 
female  education  continues. 

Parents,  now  a  days,  almofl  univerfally,  down  to 
the  lowefl  tradefman,  or  mechanic,  who,  to  ape  his 
fuperiors,  Brains  himfelf  beyond  his  circumflances,  fend 
their  daughters  to  boarding- fchools.  And  what  do 
they  moftly  learn  there  ?  J  fay,  moftly  ;  for  there  are 
exceptions,  and  fuch  as  do  the  miff  refs  real  hdnour. 
Eeed  I  mention  that,  making  allowance  for  thofe  ex¬ 
ceptions,  they  learn  chiefly  to  drefs,  to  dance,  tofpeak 
bad  French,  to  prattle  much  nonfenfe,  to  pra&ife  I 
know  not  how  many  pert  conceited  airs,  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  all,  to  conclude  themfelves  accomplifhed 
women?  I  fay  nothing  here  of  the  alarming  fuggeflions 
1  have  heard  as  to  the  corruption  of  their  morals.  Thus 
prepared,  they  come  forth  into  the  world.  Their  pa¬ 
rents,  naturally  partial,  fancy  them  to  be  every  thing 
that  is  fine,  and  are  impatient  to  Ihow  them,  or,  accord- 
ing  to  the  fafhionable  phrafe,  to  let  them  fee  company  5 
by  which  is  chiefly  meant  exhibiting  them  in  public 
places.  Thither,  atleaff,  many  of  them  are  conduced. 
They  have  youth,  and  perhaps  beauty.  The  effect  of 
both  is  heightened  by  all  poflible  means,  at  an  expenfe 
frequently  felt  fora  long  time  after.  They  are  intoxi¬ 
cated  by  fo  many  things  concurring  to  deprive  them  of 
1  heir  little  fenfes.  Gamers  and  flatterers  they  meet  with 
every  where.  All  is  romance  and  diftra&ion,  the  ex¬ 
travagance  of  vanity,  and  the  rage  of  conquefl.  Thev 
think  of  nothing  that  is  domeftic  or  rational.  Alas  ! 
they  were  never  taught  it.  How  to  appear  abroad  with 
the  greatell  advantage,  is  the  main  concern.  In  fub- 
ferviency  to  that,  as  well  as  from  the  general  love  of 
amufemenr,  parties  of  pleafure,  as  they  are  called,  be¬ 
come  the  prevailing  demand.  7  he  fame  difpofitions  on 
the  fide  of  the  men,  fomeiimes  ftimulated  by  the  worft 
defigns,  often  feconded  by  good  nature,  and  not  feldom, 
perhaps,  pufhed  on  by  the  fear  of  appearing  lefs  gene¬ 
rous 
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rous  or  Iefs  gallant,  prompt  them  to  keep  pace  with  all 
this  folly.  They  are  foon  lired  in  the  chace :  every 
thing  is  gay  and  glittering  ;  prudence  appears  too  cofd 
a  monitor ;  gravity  is  deemed  fevere  ;  the  ladies  mull 
be  pleafed ;  mirth  and  diverfion  are  all  in  all.  The 
phantoms  pafs  ;  the  female  adventurers  mull  return 
home ;  it  is  needlefs  to  fay,  with  what  imprelfions. 
The  young  gentlemen  are  not  always  under  equal  re- 
firaih?  their  blood  boils  ;  the  tavern,  the  ftreets,  the 
flews,  eke  out  the  evening;  riot  and  madnefs  conclude 
the  fcenetorif  this  fhould  be  prevented,  it  is  notdifficult 
to  imagine  the  diftipation,  that  muft  naturally  grow  out 
of  thole  idle  gafantries  often  repeated.  Nor  fhall  we 
be  furprifed  to  find  the  majority  of  our  youth  fo  infig- 
nificant,  and  fo  profligate  ;  when,  to  thefe,  we  join 
the  influence  of  bad  orgiddy  women  grown  up,  thein- 
feftion  of  the  moft  peftiient  books,  and  the  pattern  of  ve¬ 
terans  in  fin,  who  are  ever  zealous  to  difplay  the  ftipe- 
riority  of  their  talents,  by  the  number  of  their  difciples, 
and  fecretly  folicitous,  by  the  ftrength  of  their  party,  to 
make  amends  for  the  Weaknefs  of  their  caufe. 

That  men  are  fometimes  dreadfully  fuccefsful  in  cor¬ 
rupting  the  women,  cannot  be  denied.  Butdo  women, 
on  the  other  Tide,  never  corrupt  the  men  ?  I  fpeak  not 
at  prefent  of  thofe  abandoned  creatures  that  are  the 
vifible  ruin  of  fo  many  of  our  unhappy  youth  ;  but  I 
mull  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that,  among!!  a  number  of 
your  fex  who  are  not  funk  fo  lo  w,  there  is  a  for  ward- 
nefs,  a  levity  oflook,  conversation,  and  demeanour,  un- 
fpeakably  hurtful  to  young  men.  Their  reverence  for 
female  virtue  it  in  a  great  meafure  deftroys ;  it  even 
tempts  them  to  fufpeft  that  the  whole  is  a  pretence,  rhat 
the  fex  are  all  of  a  piece.  1  he  ccnfequences  of  this, 
with  regard  to  their  behaviour  while  they  remain  An¬ 
gle,  the  prejudices  it  muft  necefiarily  produce  againft 
marriage,  and  the  wild  work  it  is  likely  to  make,  if 
they  ever  enter  into  that  ftate,  I  leave  you  to  imagine. 

Hitherto  1  have  fpoken  only  of  the  intereft  young 
women  have  with  our  fex.  Let  me  now  fay  fome- 
thincr  of  that  which  they  have  with  their  own.  It  is 
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not,  perhaps,  foextenfive  as  the  other  :  but,  for  obvious 
reaions.  it  cannot  be  inconfiderable,  Do  they  always  ufc 

11 PurP°^es  ?  Do  they  never  corrupt  one  anoth¬ 
er  .  Do  none  of  them  afljft  the  common  enemy  ;  thofe 
wicked  and  defigning  men  that  are  combined  againit 
the  lex5  efpecially  againd  the  innocent  and  unwary  ? 
Do  the  old  never  initiate  the  young  in  thefe  low  arts 
rofdi  {Emulation  and  cunning,  which  a  wife  woman  can¬ 
not  want,  and  which  a  worthy  woman  will  not  prac- 
tife  ?  Do  the  young-— -But  I h alien  from  fo  painful  a 
topic,  to  conhder  the  importance  of  your  fexin  anoth¬ 
er  light.  As  you  have  certainly  great  influence  at  pre- 
'fent,  fo,  "  1 

^n  the  next  place,  it  may  be  probably  in  your  power 
to  communicate  much  happinefs,  or,  to  occafion  much 
mifery  hereafter.  I  think  now  of  the  chances  yon 
have  to  be  connected  in  wedlock.  Thefe,  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  calculate  :  but  there  are  not,  I  fuppofe,  many 
young  women  who,  atone  time  or -another,  unlefs 
they  themfelves  be  in  fault,  may  not  form  that  connex¬ 
ion  with  the  ufua!  profpefts  ;.and  I  fay,  that  the  men 
you  marry,  the  childrenyou  bring,  and  the  community 
at  large,  will  be  ail  deeply  intereded  in  your  conduit 

As  to  the  fir  ft,  I  am  not  ignorant  that  there  are  fomc 
men  fo  grofsiy  inferable,  as  to  be,  for  the  mod  parr, 
little  or  nothing  affe&ed  by  the  temper  or  behaviour  of 
their  wives  ;  provided  only,  they  do  not  ruin  their  af¬ 
fairs.  And  in  truth,  if  thofe  wives  be  ill  tempered,  or 
ill  behaved,  fuch  want_  of  feeling  is  fo  far  well  for  their 
uufbands.  Ifotherwife,  how  much  are  they  them¬ 
selves  objefls  of  compafEon,  thus  condemned  to  drair  a 
wretched  life  with  beings,  on  whom  all  their  endeav¬ 
ours  to  delight  are  loll  !  How  fenEbiy  mud  fuch  a  fit- 
uationpain  a  delicate  and  ingenious  mind  !  What  can 

reconcile  her  to  it,  but  the  dronged  principles  of  relip- 
ion  ?  Olio 

Some  fordid  or  fatunine  fpirits  of  either  fex  there 
may  be,  who  can  fupport  a  connexion  of  this  kind 
with  a  dupjd  indifference  ;  plodding  along  through  a 
taflelefs  exidence,  without  attachment  or  gratitude,  de- 
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fire  or  hope.  Whether  the  cafe  be  very  common,  I 
leave  others  to  decide.  Of  both  fexes,  there  are  cer¬ 
tainly  many  who  are  not  made  of  fuch  dull  materials. 

With  refpefk  to  them.- - But  furely  it  cannot  bene- 

ceffary  to  difplay  the  felicity,  or  the  woe,  which  muft 
unavoidably  arife  to  them  from  their  partners.  Here 
indeed,  as  in  moft  inftances  where  the  modes  of  life  happen 
to  influence, it  muft  beallowed  the  men  havetbeadvantage. 
If  they  find  themfelves  unequally  yoked  they  are  gen¬ 
erally  furnifhed  with  various  means  of  beguiling  their 
wretchednefs  at  a  diftance  from  home  ;  whereas,  if 
fuch  be  the  fate  of  the  poor  women,  they  are  common¬ 
ly  left  to  pine  away  in  folitary  mifery.  For  them, 
fcarce  any  allowance  is  made  ;  to  them,  little  or  ncr 
pity  is  fhown  :  while  the  former  make  themfelves 
judges  in  their  own  caufe,  and  the  partial  world  is 
ready  to  fide  with  them.  But  yet,  if  the  ufages  of 
that  leave  them  often  more  room  to  elude  the  ideas  of 
domeftic  diftrefs,  the  feelings  of  nature  will  nev¬ 
er  fuffer  them  fairly  to  efcape  it.  A  woman, 
it  is  certain,  if  ihe  be  fo  minded,  bas  ftill  the 
power  of  plaguing  her  partner  out  of  every  real  enjoy¬ 
ment; — a  power  however,  of  which  nothing  can  juftify 
the  exercife,  and  which,  when  exercifed,  is  like  every 
other  aft  of  tyranny,  fure  to  recoil  upon  the  tyrant. 

It  is  natural  for  me  to  wifli  well  to  my  own  fex  ;  and 
therefore  you  will  not  wonder,  if  I  befolicitous  for  your 
poireffing  every  quality  that  can  render  you  agreeable 
companions  in  a  relation  which,  of  all  otners,  is  the 
moft  intimate,  fhould  be  the  moft  endearing,  and  muft 
be  the  happteft  or  the  worft.  But  to  this  fohcitude  my 
friendfhip  for  you  is,  at  leaft,  an  equal  motive.  Were 
the  lower  fprings  of  felf-love  to  have  no  effeft  on  your 
conduft*  I  muft  yet  think,  that  the  more  refined  princi¬ 
ples  of  generofity  and  gocdnefs  ought  to  prompt  it. 
Ah  !  my  young  friends,  what  pleafure  can  be  compared 
to  that  of  conferring  felicity  ?  What  honour  can  be  en¬ 
joyed  by  your  fex,  equal  to  that  of  {bowing  yourfelves 
every  way  worthy  of  a  virtuous  tendernefs  from  ours  ? 

What  can  be  conceived  fo  properly  female  as  infpir- 

ing 


J1*  .  . 

3-ng,  improving,  and  continuing  fuch  a  tendernefs,  in  aii 
its  charmingextent?  Contrafted  with  this, how  unamiabie,, 
and  how  miierable,  mult  we  pronounce  the  paffion  for 
ungentle  command,  for  petulant  dominion,  fo  fhame- 
tully  indulged  by  fome  women  as  foon  as  they  find  li¬ 
man  in  their  power  ! 

But  laftly,  let  us  iuppofe  you  mothers  ;  a  charafFer 
which,  in  due  time,  many  of  you  will  fullain.  Flow 
does  your  importance  rife  ?  A  few  years  elapfed,  and 
I  pleafe  myfelf  with  the  profpect  of  feeing  you,  my  hon¬ 
oured  auditrefs,  furrounded  with  a  family  of  your  own, 
dividing  with  the  partner  of  your  heart  the  anxious,  yet 
delightful  labour,  of  training  your  common  offspring  to 
virtue  and  fociety,  to  religion  and  immortality  ;  while, 
by  thus  dividing  it,  you  leave  him  more  at  leifure  to 
plan  and  provide  for  you  all  ;  a  talk,  which  he  profe- 
cutes  with  tenfold  alacrity,  when  he  reflefts  on  the  be¬ 
loved  objects  of  it,  and  finds  all  his  toils  both  foot  bed 
and  rewarded,  by  the  wifdom  and  fweetnefs  of  your 
deportment  to  him,  and  to  his  children, 

I  think  I  behold  you,  while  he  is  otherwifo  necefla- 
rily  engaged,  calling  your  fond  maternal  regards  round 
and  round  through  the  pretty  fmihng  circle  j  not  barely 
to  fuppiy  their  bodily  wants,  but  chiefly  to.  watch  the 
gradual  openings  of  their  minds,  and  to  ftudy  the  turns 
of  their  various  tempers,  that  you  may  u  teach  the 
young  idea  how  to  ftioot,”  and  lead  their-  paffious,  by 
taking  hold  of  their  hearts,  I  admire  the  happy  mix¬ 
ture  of  affefhon- -and  fkiil,  which  you  difpiay  in  abiding 
nature,  not  forcing  her ;  in  directing  the  underflan  ding,  not 
hurrying  it  ;  in  exerciffng,  without  wearying  the  mem¬ 
ory,  and  in  moulding  the  behaviour  without  conftrainu 
I  obferve  you  prudently  overlooking  a  tnoufand  child- 
iffi  foUi  es.  You  forgive  any  thing  but  talfehood  or 
obffmacy  :  you  commend  as  often  as  you  can  :  you  re¬ 
prove  only  when  you  muff  ;  and  then  you  do  it  to  pur- 
pofe,  with  moderation  and  temper,  but  with  folemnity 
and  firmnefs,  till  you  have  carried  your  point.  You 
are  at  pains  to  excite  hone  ft  emulation  :  you  take  care 
toavoia  every  appearance  of  partiality  ;  to  convinceyouF 
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dear  charge,  that  they  are  all  dear  to  you,  that  fuperlor 
merit  alone  can  entitle  to  fuperior  favour,  that  you 
will  deny  to  none  of  them  what  is  proper,  but  that  the 
kindelt  and  mod  fubmilhve  will  be  always  preferred. 
At  times,  you  even  partake  in  their  innocent  amufe- 
ments,  as  if  one  of  them  :  that  they  may  love  you  as 
their  friend,  while  they  revere  you  as  their  parent. 
In  graver  hours,  you  infmuate  knowledge  and  piety  by 
your  converfation  and  example,  rather  than  by  formal 
leftt  ires,  and  awful  admonitions.  And  finally,  to  fecure, 
as  far  as  pofhble,  the  fuccefs  of  all,  you  dedicate  them 
daily  toGod,with  the  moft  fervent  fupplications  forhis 
blemng.— — Thus,  you  (how  yourfelf  a  confcientious 
and  a  judicious  mother  at  the  fame  moment  ;  and  in 
that  light,  I  view  you  with  veneration.  I  honour  you 
asfufiasnmg  a  truly  glorious  character  on  the  great  thea¬ 
tre  of  humanity.  Of  the  part  you  have  afled  I  look 
forward  to  the  confequences,  direft  and  collateral,  fu¬ 
ture  and  remote.  Thofe  lovely  plants  which  you  have 
reared,  I  fee  fpreading,  and  £1  ill  ipreading,  from  houfe 
to  houfe,  from  family  to  family,  with  a  rich  increafe  of 
fruit.  I  fee  you  diffufing  virtue  and  happinefs  through 
the  human  race;  I  fee  generations  yet  unborn  rifing 
up  to  call  you  blelfed  !  I  worfhip  that  Providence 
which  has  deftined  you  for  fuch  ufefulnefs,  for  fuch  fe¬ 
licity.  I  pity  the  man  that  is  not  charmed  with  the 
image  of  fo  much  excellence  ;  an  image,  which j  in  one 
degree  or  another,  has  been  realized  by  many  women 
of  worth  and  underftanding  in  every  age:  I  will  add3 
an  image  which,  when  realized,  cannot  fail  of  being  con¬ 
templated  with  peculiar  delight  by  all  the  benevolent 
fpirits  of  heaven,  with  the  Father  and  Saviour  of  the 
world  at  their  head!  And  are  there,  among  the  fons 
of  men,  any  that  will  prefume  to  depreciate  fuch  wom¬ 
en,  to  fpeak  of  them  with  an  air  of  fuperiority,  or  to 
fuggefl,  that  your  fex  are  not  capable  of  filling,  the  more 
important  fpheres  of  life  ? 

To  quote  the  words  of  an  old  writer  :  il  All  man¬ 
kind  is  the  pupil  and  difcipleof  female  inftitution  :  the 
daughters  till  they  write  vomen?  and  the  fons  till  the 
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flrft  feven  years  be  paft  ;  the  time  when  the'  mind  is 
moil  du&ile,  and  prepared  to  receive  impreflion,  being 
wholly  in  the  care  and  conduft  of  the  mother.”  Alas  I 
my  fair  countrywomen,  why  are  not  more  of  you  {.truck 
with  fuch  coniiderations  ?  Why,  ye  daughters  of  Brit¬ 
ain,  are  fo  many  of  you  infenfible  to  thofe  brighteil 
glories  of  your  fex  ?  Where  is  your  love  for  your  na¬ 
tive  country,  which,  by  thus  excelling,  you  might  fo 
nobly  ferve  P  where  your  emulation  of  thofe  heroic  wo¬ 
men,  that  have,  in  ancient  days,  graced  this  happv  land  ? 
How  long  will  you  be  ambitious  of  flaunting  in  French 
attire,  of  fluttering  about  with  the  levity  of  thatfantaf- 
tic  people  ?  When  will  you  be  fatisfied  with  the  fim- 
plicity  of  elegance,  and  the  gracefulnefs  of  modefly,  fo 
becoming  in  a  nation  like  this,  fupported  by  trade*  poi- 
ifhed  by  tafte,  and  enlightened  by  true  religion  ?  Say3 
when  will  you  relinquish  delufive  purfuits,  and  danger¬ 
ous  pleafures,  the  gaze  of  fools,  and  the  flattery  of  lib¬ 
ertines,  for  the  peaceful  and  folid  fludy  of  whatever  ca  n 
adorn  your  nature,  do  honour  to  your  country,  reflect 
credit  on  your  profeflions  of  chriftiaryty,  give  joy  to  all 
your  connexions,  and  confer  dignity  on  womankind  ? 
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lET  me  recal  the  attention  of  my  female  friends  to 
a  fubject  that  concerns  themhighly.  I  hope  that  hith¬ 
erto  I  have  fa, d  nothing  unkind.  I  would  not  rob 
>  our  lex  of  a  Tingle  advantage  they  poiTefs  from  nature. 

Providence,  or  legitimate  cuftom.  I  would  not  rob 

>ou  of  the  fmal  left  ornament  that  judgment  has  put  on, 
tnat  prudence  allows,  or  that  decency  warrants.  On 
the  contrary,  I  would  willingly  add'  to  your  allure- 
n''"n h’n  want  to  fee  you  yet  more  engaging,  to  fee 
V-ouihll  more  completely,  adorned.  Superfluous,  un¬ 
becoming,  and  unavailingdecorations,  it  is  true,  I  would 
per  ua  e  to  renounce  ;  but  it  fliould  be  only  in  order  to 
make  room  for  fuch  as  will  improve  beauty  where  found, 
or  ^PP*y  Its  place  where  wanting. 

1  our  confequence  in  the  creation  I  fear  not  to  ac- 

affert  ft  ^  tr'  31  •'  You ‘have  already  heard  me 

ao-airft  Wl  3  Crt  Ij.ever>  by  pleading  your  caufe 
°  “  ‘gtjOfance,  prejudice,  and  malice.  Only  take 

care  my  dear  clients,  not  to  hurt  it  yourfelves.  Re- 

how  hf"  A™  t6?der  a  thj"g  a  woman's  reputation  is  ; 
™  d  1°  Prrr>  3nd  Wje?  ,of}’  how  impo Bible  to 
'  r  ,  how  .rail  many,  and  how  dangerous  moll,  of 
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the  gifts  you  have  received ;  what  mifery,  and  what 
lhame  have  been  often  occafioned  by  abufing  them V 
I  tremble  for  your  lituation.  Suffer  me  again  to  put 
you  on  your  guard.  My  text,  you  have  feen,  has  noth¬ 
ing  in  it  really  fevere  :  St.  Paul  is,  in  facf,  a  better 
friend  to  women  than  has  been  commonly  fuppofed  :  he 
deems  to  underftand  perfe&ly  what  became  them,  and 
to  have  eonfulted  their  interefts  more  truly  than  the 
mod  paffionate  of  their  admirers.  While  thefe,  by 
corrupting  ormifleading  you,  whether  with  or  without 
defign,  would  leffen  your  influence,  and  obftruft  your 
felicity  ;  he  would  .effe&ually  contribute  to  both,  by  in- 

can  make  you  at  once  more 

■,  will  turn  on  the  ornament 
he  firfl  mentions,  <c  Twill— that  women  adorn  them- 
felves  in  modeft  apparel” — In  modeft  apparel,  as  op- 
pofed  to  that  which  is  indecent,  and  to  that  which  is 
vain  :  diftin&ions,  whereof  the  theory,  I  muft  confefs^ 
it  is  in  many  cafes  not  eafy,  and  in  fome,  perhaps,  not 
pra&icable,  to  fettle  with  precifion  ;  fuch;  a  powerful  in¬ 
fluence  in  thofe  matters  which  have  cuftom,  and  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  world.  But  in  this  inflance,as  in  others,  where 
the  paflions  are  concerned,  the  ftrifteft  cafualty  will,  I 
prefume,  be  generally  the  fafeft.  The  zeal  of  the  an¬ 
cient  fathers  on  fuch  fubjefts  carried  fome  of  them 
far ;  farther  I  doubt,  than  the  relaxation  of  modern 
manners  would  well  bear.  Were  a  young  woman  now- 
a-days,  from  a  peculiar  fenfe  of  the  facrednefs  and  re¬ 
finement  of  female  virtue,  to  appear  with  any  very  An¬ 
gular  feverity  in  her  drefs,  (he  would  hardly,  I  fear,  ef- 
cape  the  charge  of  affe&ation  ;  a  charge,  which  every 
prudent  woman  will  avoid  as  much  as  poffible,  But 
let  the  licence  of  the  age  fee  what  it  will,  I  muft  needs 
think  that,  according  to  every  rule  of  duty  and  deco¬ 
rum,  there  ought  ever  to  be  a  manifeft  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  attire  of  a  virtuous  woman,  and  that  of  one 
who  has  renounced  every  title  to  the  honourable  name, 
it  were  indelicate,  it  is  unneceffary,  to  explain  this 
difference.  In  fome  refpecls,  it  is  fufficiently  difeerned 


culcating  every  thing  that 
amiable  and  more  happy. 
What  I  am  now  to  offe 
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by  the  eye  of  the  public  ;  though  I  am  forry  to  fay,  not 
fufficiently  attended  to  by  the  generality  of  women 
themfelves.  If,  in  other  refpefts,  it  be  not  feen,  or  do 
not  ftrike  ;  the  caufe,  I  apprehend,  mull  be  that  declen¬ 
sion  from  the  driftnefs  of  morals,  which  was  hinted  at  a 
moment  before;  a  declenfion  that  would  have  fhocked 
pa  gans  themfelves,  in  the  purell  Hate  of  ancient  man¬ 
ners,  when  prollitutes  were  compelled  to  wear  a  partic¬ 
ular  garb,  by  which  they  were  dillinguilhed  from  wo¬ 
men  of  virtue. 

But  to  enter  more  particularly  into  this  firft  point  of 
model!  apparel,  as  oppofed  to  that  which  a  chriftian 
woman  Ihould  hold  indecent. 

Image  to  yourfelves,  a  circle  compofed  only  of  a 
people  who  are  not  alhamed  of  the  gofpe!  of  Ohrid, 
nor  in  any  circumftance  afraid  to  aft  on  that  great  max¬ 
im  of  our  apollle,  44  not  conformed  to  this  world  ; 
but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  minds. }> 
At  the  fame  time,  let  them  have  all  the  candour  and 
charity,  which  the  moil  charitable  religion,  that  was  ev¬ 
er  known,  can  infpire.  And  now  fuppofe,  that  a  young 
lady  drelfed  up  to  the  height  of  the  prefent  falhion,  but 
a  llranger  to  mod  of  them,  drops  into  their  company. 
In  what  light,  do  ye  conceive,  the  manner  of  her  drefs 
would  probably  appear?  The  laws  ofchridian  candour 
would  naturally  prevent  them  from  feeing  her  charac¬ 
ter  in  a  bad  light  on  that  account,  and  would  unquef- 
tionably  incline  them  to  hope  the  bed.  But  can  ye 
believe  that  they  would  approve,  or  jullify,  the  extreme 
gaiety  and  loofenefs  of  her  attire  ?  Suppofe  however* 
that  her  converfation  difcovered  a  good  underdanding, 
and  that  her  behaviour  had  not  the  lead  tinfture  of 
that  levity  with  which  fhe  feemed  decked  cuL;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  every  part  of  both  was  wholly  unlike  it 
(a  conjunftion  by  no  means  impodible  ;)  could  they 
forbear, in  that  cafe,  to  lament  the  tyranny  of  the  mode, 
or  to  regret  that  a  daughter  of  wifdom  fhould,  notwiih- 
Handing  her  fuperior  defcent,  and  noble  pretenfions,  be 
decorated  like  the  daughters  of  folly  ?  But  whofe  judg¬ 
ment,  I  befeechyou,  would  a  young  woman,  ambitious 
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of  regulating  her  appearance,  as  well  as  her  difpofitiontf 
and  deportment,  on  the  pureft  ftandard,  prefer  ;  that 
of  fuch  perfons  as  I  have  juft  deferibed  ;  or  that  of  thofe 
who  either  never  regarded  the  precepts  and  fpirit  of 
chriftianity  at  all,  or  who,  profeffmg  fome  faint  refpeff 
tor  them,  yet  ferupie  not  to  fink  them  in  fpirit  and 
maxims  of  the  world  ? 

Let  us  put  another  cafe,  and  fuppofe  a  young  lady 
educated  by  a  mother,  who  to  the  bell;  fenfe,  and  tru- 
eit  breeding,  joined  the  utmoft  reverence  for  religion, 
and  the  tendered  concern  for  the  foul  of  her  child  ; 
qualities  which,  for  the  honour  of  your  fex,  I  hope  you 
will  not  pronounce  incompatible.  Let  this  accom- 
plifhed  parent  beftow  upon  her  daughter  a  culture  wor¬ 
thy  ofherfelf ;  lnfiruftmg  her  in  every  thing  that  can- 
become  the  female,  and  the  chriftian  charafler  ;  among 
the  reft,  recommending  a  lovely  modefiy,  and  graceful 
rimphcity  of  apparel,  and  enforcing  all  by  an  example 
equally  unexceptionable  and  pleafing.  Suppole  the 
daughter  to  improve  thefe  uncommon  advantages  (for 
uncommon,  l  fear,,  they  are)  with  the  ftritleft  care  and- 
attention.  In  what  light  do  ye  conceive  the  very  free 
mode  ofdrefs,  fo  generally  affetfe-d  by  the  fex  at  prefent, 
would  apppear  to  her?  iam  far  from  thinkingftie  would  af- 
fume  airs  of  fanfhmonious  prudery, or  indulge  the  ilyleof- 
fupercilious  cenfure  ;  things  totally  different  from  -  the- 
form  of  education  we  have  figured  her  to  receive.  But, 
would  fhe  admire  that  mode  in  others  ?  Would  file  copy 
it  herfelf  ?  or  would  fhe  wifh  her  companions  to  copy 
it  ?  Would  fhe  choofe  to  be  intimate  with  thofe  young 
ladies  that  feize  every  opportunity  of  exhibiting  their 
charms  to  the  public,  and  vie  with  one  another  who 
fhall  moft  liberally  difplay,  what  her  honoured  mother 
taught  her  moredecently  to  veil  ? 

Is  the  mode  then  in  queftion  to  be  conhdered  as  in- 
confiftent  with  the  charafter  of  a  virtuous  woman  ? 
By  no  means.  May  not  difpofttions  the  moft  uncafte 
often  hide  under  the  mafk  of  an  attire  the  moft  modeft  ? 
Who  can  doubt  it  ?  But  what  follows  ?  That  fucb 
attire  is  not  the  propereft  covering  of  virtue,  or  what,. 

ifi 
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if  left  to  purfue  undifiurbed  the  dilates  of  delicacy  and 
prudence,  {he  would  not  readily  fly  to  in  afiate  of  ci¬ 
vilized  fociety  ?  Will  any  one  fav,  that  they  who  de¬ 
cline  it,  beft  confult  either  their  fafety,or  their  reputa¬ 
tion  among  the  wife  ;  that  they,  who  run  into  all  the 
latitudes  allowed  by  the  wantonnefs  of  fafhion,  are 
fufficiently  watchful  againfl  temptation  themfelves,  or 
fiufficiently  careful  not  to  throw  it  in  the  way  of  oth¬ 
ers  ;  that  beauty  may  be  as  fecure  when  moft  expofed, 
as  when,  leaft  fo  ;  or  finally,  that  infiead  of  “  abfiain- 
ing  from  all  appearance  of  evil/*  according  to  the  doft- 
rine  ofa  religion  which  requires  the  fevereft  vigilance, 
every  appearance  of  evil  may  be  admitted,  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  praftice  of  a  world,  where  vice  heals  up¬ 
on  unwary  mortals,  by  perfuading  them  to  part  with 
their  out-guards  ? 

Thus  far  have  we  argued  formodefty  of  apparel,  in 
oppofition  to  its  contrary,  upon  the  general  principles 
of  propriety  and  reputation,  of  morality  and  religion. 
She,  to  whom  thefe  principles  are  familiar,  and  in 
whom  the  feelings  that  arifeoutef  them  are  not  blun~ 
ted  by  too  frequent  intercourse  with  the  fafhionable  and 
the  gay,  will,  on  this  article,  carry  about  with  her  a 
kind  of  1  iving  fiandavd,  which  fhe  will  be  enabled  to 
apply  to  particular  occafions,  with  a  degree  of  difere- 
tion,  that  no  rules  of  ours  can  teach  ;  and  fuch  a  one 
will  perceive,  in  our  apofile’s  precept,  ajufinefsand  fol- 
idity,  of  which  we  do  not  expeft,  that  any  fpeculatich 
ofoursfhould  thoroughly  convince  you,  without  the 
concurrence  of  a  virtuous  fenfibihty  on  your  part. 

To  what  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  model?  apparel 
under  this  head,  1  mull  not  forget  to  add,  that  it  is  a 
powerful  attractive  to  honourable  love.  The  male 
heart  is  a  ftudy,  in  which  your  fex  are  fuppofed  to  be 
a  good  deal  converfant.  "Yet,  in  this  ftudy,  you  muff 
give  me  leave  to  fay,  many  of  them  feem  to  me  but  in¬ 
different  proficients.  To  gain  men’s  afleftions,  wo¬ 
men,  in  general,  are  naturally  defirous.  They  need  not 
deny,  they  cannot  conceal  it.  The  fexes  were  made 
for  each  other.  We  wifh  for  a  place  in  your  hearts  : 

why 
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why  fhould  not  you  wifh  for  one  in  ours?  But,  how 
much  are  you  deceived,  my  fair  friends,  if  you  dream  of 
taking  that  by  ftorm  !  When  you  {how  a  fweet  folicitude 
to  pleafe,by  every  decent,  gentle,  unaffe&ed  attra&ion; 
we  are  foothed,  we  are  fubdued,  we  yield  ourfelves 
your  willing  captives.  But,  if  at  any  time,  by  a  for¬ 
ward  appearanceyou betray  a  confidence  in  your  charms, 
and  by  throwing  them  out  upon  us  all  at  once,  you  feem 
refolved,  as  it  were,  to  force  our  admiration  ;  that  mo* 
ment  we  are  on  our  guard,  and  your  affauks  are  vain, 
provided  at  leaft,  we  have  any  ipirit  or  fentiment.  In 
reality,  they  who  have  very  little  of  either,  I  might 
have  laid,  they  who  have  none,  even  the  hllieft,  even 
.the  loofeft  men,  {hall,  in  a  fober  mode,  be  taken 
with  the  bafhful  air,  and  referved  drefs,  of  an  amiable 
young  woman,  infinitely  more  than  they  ever  were  with 
all  the  open  blaze  of  laboured  beauty,  and  arrogant  claims 
of  undifguiled  allurement ;  the  human  heart,  in  its  bet¬ 
ter  fenfations,  being  Hill  formed  to  the  love  of  virtue* 
Let  me  add,  that  the  human  imagination  hates  to  be 
confined.  We  are  never  highly  delighted,  where  fome- 
thing  is  not  left  us  to  fancy.  This  lafl  ohfervation  holds 
true  throughout  all  nature,  and  all  art.  But  when  I 
fpeak  of  thefe,  I  muff  fubjoin,  that  art  being  agreeable 
no  further  than  as  it  is  conformed  to  nature,  the  one 
will  not  be  wanted  in  the  cafe  before  us,  if  the  ether  be 
allowed  its  full  influence.  What  I  mean  is  this:  that 
luppofmg  a  young  lady  to  be  deeply  polfelfed  with  a 
regard  for  u  whatfoever  things  are  pure,  venerable, 
and  of  good  report, ”  it  will  lead  to  decorum  Iponta- 
neoufly,  and  flow,  with  unfludied  propriety,  through 
overy  part  of  her  attire  and  demeanour.  Let  it  be  hke- 
wife  added,  that  fimplicity,  the  infeparable  companion 
both  of  genuine  grace,  and  of  real  raodefly,if  it  donot 
always  flrike  at  nrft,  (of  which  it  feldom  fails)  is  fure, 
however,  when  it  does  flrike,  to  produce,  the  deepeft 
and  moll  permanent  imprefTions  ;  which  brings  me,  by 
an  eafy  tranfition,  to 

The  fecond  part  of  the  prefent  confideration,  that 
ofmodeft  apparel,  as  oppofed  to  what  may  be  flyled 

vaine 
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t'am.  I  can  never  think  of  this,  without  recolleftintr, 
iVi  general,  (for  who  can  remember  the  partictt  ars  oh 
the  cata  ogue  given  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  of  the  vari- 
ous  implements  and  inflruments  of  drefs,  ufed  bv 
tne  daughters  of  Zion  in  his  time.  Ifaiah  is  by  all  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  prince  of  the  prophets,  in  an  evancel- 

.Vlew  :  )’?(>  Qidn°t  deem  it  beneath  the  dignity 
Ot  hts  eommiffion,  to  decend  into  the  moll  minute  de¬ 
tail  on  fucha  fubjefl ;  a  circurn (lance,  which,  it  is  hoped 
may  foften  the  fever, ty  of  cenfure  againll  the  preacher 
of  his  hour,  if  the  fpirit  of  critictfm,  or  the  fpirit  of 
tcrupulofity,  (hould  be  dtfpofed  to  condemn  his  weli- 
meant  endeavour.  The  pafflage  I  now  refer  to,  ism  the 
3a  chapter  of  Ifaiah,  towards the.end,  where  the  proph¬ 
et  having,  in  the  name  of  God,  complained  of  the 
pride  and  wantonnefs  of  thofe  eafiern  females,  and 
threatened  them  with  difeafeand infamy  on  that  account 
goes  on  tomention  “the  bravery  of  their  tinkling  orna¬ 
ments  about  their  feet,  and  their  cauls,  and  their'  round 
tires  like  the  moon  ;  the  chains,  and  the  bracelets  and 
<he  mufflers  ;  the  bonnets,  and  the  ornaments  of  the 
u  s  ;  and  the  head-bands,  and  tire  tablets,  and  tbe 
ear-rings  ;  the  rings  and  nofe-jeWels  ;  the  chanoeahle 
lulls  of  apparel,  and  the  mantles,  and  the  wimples,  and 
the  cr lining  p,ns  ;  theglaffles,  and  the  fine  linen,  and 
(he  hoods,  and  the  veils.”  On  the  full  readina  of  this 
catalogue,  it  nrufl  he  owned,  one  can  fcarce  forbear 
to  (mile.  But  to  ihofe  unhappy  women  who  gave 
occafion  for  it,  nothing,  alas  !  could  be  more  ferious’ 
it  you  aitend  to  tbe  denunciations  which  both  precede 
and  follow  it.  I  leave  you  to  perufe  them  at  your 
lei  lure.  They  are  in  the  llyle  of  ihe  country  ar.dagc 

In  wh.ch  they  were  uttered.  I  am  fure  they  convey 
a  loud  leffon  to  this.  Whether  the  daughters  of  our 
^-ton,  m  the  prefent  very  polite  generation,  and  ef- 
pectal  y  in  this  re  of}  polite  city,  do,  or  do  not,  out- 
rip  thole  Jewifli  ladies  of  old,  we  cannot  take  upon 
ns  to  determine.  But,  were  we  inclined  to  indulge  a 
vein  of  ridicule  on  fema  e  folly,  here,  rreihinks,  we 
might  have  ample  fcopc.  We  are  not  inclined  to  in- 
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clulge  it.  We  refleft  on  tbefe  things  with  real  con¬ 
cern  ;  and  with  the  utmoft  ferioufnefs  conjure  our 
countrywomen  to  reform  whatever  is  indecent,  and  to 
retrench  whatever  is  exorbitant,  in  their  attire. 

That  there  are  ftations  and  circumftances,  in  which 
fplendor  of  drefs  is  perfe&ly  allowable,  nay,  extremely 
proper,  none,  I  think,  but  the  narroweft  minds,  will 
deny.  For  my  own  part,  I  freely  acknowledge  that 
I  love  to  fee  a  woman  genteely  habited,  if  her  fituation 
admit  of  it.  In  truth,  fplendour,  without  gentility, 
as  well  in  this,  as  in  every  other  article  where  ornament 
is  concerned,  will  ever  feem  poor  and  inhpid  to  all, 
but  untaught  and  vulgar  fpirits ;  whereas,  on  the  other 
fide,  it  is  certain  that  the  latter  may  very  well  fubfift 
without  the  former  ;  nor  is  its  effeft  ever  felt  more 
ftrongly,  or  more  happily,  than  when  it  receives  no 
alfiftance  from  the  other,  but  refults  foiely  from  our 
perceptions  of  elegant  fimplicity*  I  fay — elegant  fim- 
plicity  ;  an  objeQ  which  appears  to  me  deferving  of 
more'attention  than  is  commonly  paid  it  by  your  fex. 

In  affairs  of  this  kind,  it  is  but  juft  to  allow  to  wo- 
men  a  degree  of  curiofity  and  care,  which  the  laws  oi 
good  fenfe,  found  philofophy,  and  mafculine  virtue, 
refufe  to  men  :  a  diftinaion  fo  true,  fo  univerfal,  and 
fo  palpable,  that  thofc  of  the  laft,  who  betray  a  partic¬ 
ular  folicitude  in  adorning  their  perfons  beyond  clean- 
linefs,  and  a  certain  graceful  eafe,  feldom  fail  to  ma.se 
themfelves  little,  in  the  eyes  of  every  man  who  is  not 
himfelf  effeminate,  and  of  every  woman  too  who  is 
not  a  have  to  fafhion.  How  contemptible  many  of 
our  young  men  muft  neceffarily  appear  to  fuch,  it  is 
not  eafv  to  exprefs.  But,  of  feeing  them  become  truly 
men  in  this  inftance,  any  more  than  in  others  that  might 
be  named,  I  defpair  ;  while  fo  many  ef  our  young 
women  give  fo  viliblc  a  preference  to  emoroidery, 
hnerv,  and  foppifli  manners,  above  a  plain  coat,  a  cul¬ 
tivated  underftandmg,  and  a  manly  deportment.  t 
will  be  always  fo  till  they  acquire  a  tafte  for  p.amnels, 
fobrietv,  and  wifdom,  in  what  relates  to  themfelves. 
But  that  muft  begin  by  reftraining,  in  every  poihble. 
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way,  the  foolifh  and  pernicious  pafhon  I  am  {peaking 
of  ;  for  a  foolifh  and  pernicious  pafTion  I  fcruple  not 
to  pronounce  it. 

Is  there  any  probability,  that  thofe  who  are  entirely 
under  its  power  will  take  delight  in  domeftic,  intel¬ 
lectual,  or  fpiritual  improvements?  Is  not  a  conftant 
purfuit  of  trivial  ornament  an  indubitable  proof  of  a 
trivial  mind?  Will  (he  that  is  always  looking  into  her 
g’afs,  be  much  difpofed  to  look  into  her  charafter  ? 
Is  the  fpending  of  whole  hours  every  morning  at  the 
toilet,  a  likely  method  of  marking  the  reft  of  the  day 
down  for  wifdotn  ?  Is  vanity  favourable  to  devotion, 
or  felf-conceit  the  parent  of  feif-corre&ion  ?  Will  that 
young  woman,  who  hopes  to  captivate  by  drefs,  or  by 
appearance  alone,  be  very  anxious  about  any  better  re¬ 
commendation  ?  If,  to  fparkle  here  for  a  few  years  be 
the  fupreme  ambition,  hereafter  will  be  hardly  thought 
of.  The  flattery  of  every  fool  will  be  preferred  to 
the  approbation  of  angels;  and  a  connexion  with  fomc 
wretched  creature  (wretched  indeed  muft  he  be  who  is 
caught  by  mere  fhow!)  will.be  ardently  fought,  while 
the  friendfhip  of  God  is  neglefted.  What  {hall  I  fay 
more  ?  For  a  mortal  and  immortal  being,  who  has  ma¬ 
ny  an  error  to  correct,  many  apaftion  to  mortify,  many 
a  virtue  to  pra&ife,  and  who,  if  fhe  live,  may  proba¬ 
bly  have  important  fervice  to  render  fociety — forluch 
a  being  to  lavifh  the  principal  portion  of  her  time  and 
ftudy  on  the  decoration  of  a  body  that  will  foon,  that 
may  fuddenly,  become  the  prey  of  creeping  things — 
Gracious  God,  what  folly,  what  madnefs  ! 

Are  there  no  allowances  then  to  be  made?  Allow¬ 
ances  for  what  ?  For  the  vanity  of  a  young  mind. 
Moft  certainly,  if,  by  this  plea,  you  mean  to  extenuate 
the  guilt  of  fuch  a  condufl.  But  would  you  offer  to 
excufe  it  ?  W^ould  you  pretend  to  juftify  a  reafonabie 
creature  in  afting,  habitually  and  wilfully,  a  moft  un~ 
reafonabie  part  ;  in  facrificing  her  improvement,  her 
falvation,  her  profpefts  of  ufefulnefs,  and  dignity  in 
life,  the  beft  interefts  of  this  world,  as  well  as  the  ev- 
eriafting  concernments  of  the  next,  to  the  idol  drefs  ? 

For 
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i^or  To  I  Hate  it.  I  fuppofe,  and  would  to  God  it  were 
not  too  common  a  cafe  !  that  this  miferabie  idol  is 
iuffered  to  fwallow  up  the  confederation  of  all  that  is- 
^olicl ,  rational,  and  praife-worthy  ;  to  confume  thofe 
precious  hours  that  were  allotted  for  the  mod  valuable 
purpoles :  and,  in  place  of  fecuring  the  great  ends  of 
ext  [fence,  both  prefent  and  future,  to  pervert  the  ca¬ 
pacities  or  nature,  the  acquirements  of  education,  and 
'ne  bounties  of  Providence — -to  pervert  them  to  the 
iow  defign  of  being  admired  for  ernbellifhments  that 
imply  no  merit  in  the  wearer,  and  can  confer  no  hon¬ 
our  in  the  eye  of  any  but  the  worth  lefts,  and  the  vain. 
Can  fuch  a  conduct,  I  fay,  be  thought  innocent,  or  in 
any  refpeff,  confident  with  the  rules’  of  chriftianity,  cr, 
ofconfcience  ? 

1  hat  the  idol  I  fpeak  of  renders  its  votaries  unhap- 
py  even  in  the  world,  is  a  fad  daily  experienced.  But 
who  can  defcribe  the  profufion  of  expenfe,  with  the 
painful  and  pitiful  fhifts  that  are  often  neceffary  to 
fupport  it  ;  the  encroachment  on  health  ;  the  hurry  of 
fpirits,  the  travail  of  fancy  ;  the  degradation  of  being 
frequently,  for  whole  hours,  under  the  confident  hands 
of  th  e  meaneft  of  mankind  ;  together  with  all  the  anxr 
ieties  of  heart,  the  agonies  of  rivalfhip,  the  deep-felt 
diftgrace  on  being  difappointed  of  conqueft,  or  of  fame  ; 
the  di  Iradion  and  <ii f pair  on  being  o.ut -{hone  by — a 
finer  gown  ;  in  a  word,  all  the  ridiculous,  and  all  the 
delerved  diftrefs,  to  which  they  are  perpetually  ex- 
pofed  ? 

I  have  juft  mentioned  encroachments  on  health. 
Thefe,  indeed,  as  well  as  the  reft,  are  little  confidered 
by  a  young  lady,  keen  in  the  purfuit  of  fhow  and  ad.- 
miration  But,  if  fhe  be  not  apprehenfive  of  their 
confequences,  in  relation  to  life,  and  comfort,  and  eafe, 

I  wonder  ftle  is  not  immediately  alarmed  at  their  eft- 
fefts,  with  regard  to  that  very  appearance  which  is  her 
favourite  objefh  I  wonder  fhe  does  not  perceive  at 
once,  how  much  her  bloom  and  fprightlmeis,  the  luf- 
tre  of  her  eyes,  and  the  freftmefs  of  her  form,  are  im¬ 
paired  by  fuch  ertcllefts,  fuch  enormcus  fatigue,  agita¬ 
tion, 
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tion  and  irregularity.  I  am  adoniflied  fhe  does  not 
refleft,  that  fhe  is  taking  the  mod  effe&ual  methods  to 
fhorten  that  period  of  youth,  on  which  her  triumphs 
depend.  Midaken  creature  !  thou  art  cruelly  haften- 
jng  on  the  time,  when  thou  {halt  be  frightened  to  look 
at  thyfelf;  when,  not  only  thy  mind,  but  thy  face, 
fhall  be  u  ficklied  o’er  with  the  pale  cad  of  thought  ;** 
when  langour,  difeafe,  and  depreflion,  (hall  undermine 
and  dedroy  every  remaining  allurement,  and  leave  thee 
to  lament,  too  late,  the  jading  courfe  thou  had  run* 
You  forget,  alfo,  that  dreding  up  beauty  continually, 
wears  it  out;  that,  like  drength  or  dudy,  or  bulinefs, 
tt  requires  the  frequent  intermiflion  of  its  toils;  but 
that,  more  than  any  of  them,  it  is  enfeebled  by  con- 
dant  exertion  ;  and  that  the  arts  commonly  made  ufe 
of  to  heighten  and  repair  it,  only  accelerate  and  increafe 
its  decay,  while  the  complexion,  the  (kin,  and  the  hair, 
are  all  unnaturally  difguifed  and  tortured. 

Did  not  this  fhameful  paflion  dedroy,  or  deaden,  in 
a  great  meafure,  the  worthier  fenfibiiities  of  good  na¬ 
ture,  I  fhould  alfo  mention  here  the  more  ferious  and 
important  didreffes,  in  which  they  involve  others. — 
But  the  dretches  of  credit  to  parents,  the  inconveni¬ 
ences  to  many  families,  the  ruin  to  not  a  few,  the  lodes 
to  tradefmen,  who  are  often  not  paid,  the  hardfiiips  to 
a  vad  variety  of  people,  whofe  fufferings  are  little 
thought  of  amidd  the  glare  of  odentation,  and  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  fancy,  it  were  impodible  fuliy  to  paint.  Who 
does  not  know  that  the  parade  of  one  gaudy  evening, 
diall  fometimes  fubjefl  a  fcore  of  honed  citizens  to 
difficulties  for  a  whole  month?  Is  this  chriftian  ?  Is 
this  humane?  But,  where  the  fury  of drefs  tyrannizes, 
how  can  the  gentle  pleadings  of  chanty  hope  to  be 
heard  ?  And,  as  to  charity’s  elded  daughter  benefi¬ 
cence,  what  chance  has  fhe,  in  general,  to  contend 
with  that  mighty  forcerefs,  the  mode  ?  fhofe  dreams 
which  heaven  has  committed  to  the  direflion  of  the 
former,  for  the  refrefhment  of  indudry,  and  the  com¬ 
fort  of  afflifUon  ;  how  often  are  they  diverted  with 
facri  leg  ious  violence,  to  the  feeding  of  pride  l 
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But  the  prefent  age,  it  will  be  faid,  is  diflinguifhea 
by  the  moli  diffufive,  the  mofi  illuflrious  works  o£ 
humanity,  both  private  and  public.  We  own  it,  and 
rejoice  in  the  eftefh  Far  from  denying  the  people  of 
this  country  any  of  their  juft  honours,  we  are  almoft 
tempted  to  fpeak  of  them  with  exultation.  But,  I  wifh 
the  works  in  queftion  may  not  be  frequently  perform¬ 
ed,  by  way  of  atonement,  for  certain  fafhionable  vi¬ 
ces,  which,  it  is  too  eafy  to  reconcile  with  them.— 
“  Charity  hopeth  all  things.”  I  know  it,  and  do 
verily  believe,  that,  even  cow,  addibted  as  the  world 
is  to  oftentation,  there  are  many,  very  many  characters, 
who  nobly  deny  ihemlelves  for  the  fake  of  others  ;  or 
rather,  who  find  the  higheil  indulgence  in  confecrating 
to  objects  of  benevolence  and  piety  a  large  (hare  of 
their  fortunes,  without  feeking,  by  luch  means,  to  pur- 
chafe  a  difpenfation  for  criminal  purfuits.  But,  for¬ 
give  me,  if  I  fay,  with  regard  to  numbers,  that  the 
'flagrant  affectation  of  finning  in  public,  and  the. dread¬ 
ful  paffrons  thence  arifing  in  private  life,  are  not  eafily 
reconciled  with  real  princip  es  of  religious  munificence. 
^Iliefe,  1  know,  are  unpopular  ideas.  I  am  forry  for. 
it  :  but  their  being  fo,  is  no  reafcn  why  we  fhould 
fupprefs  them  ;  it  is  the  very  reverie. 

To  the  arguments  already  urged,  feveral  may  be 
added.  It  may  deferve  your  confederation, 

In  the  firll  place,  that  to  cultivate  cleanlinefs  and 
finery  at  the  fame  time,  is  rather,  perhaps,  a  difficult 
attainment.  Your  fex  is  much  belied,  if  it  be  a  very 
common  one.  This,  1  think,  is  certain,  that,  to  at¬ 
tend  with  exatlnefs  to  one  ebjett  at  once,  is  ordinarily 
fufficient  employment  for  the  mind.  But,  can  any 
degree  of  finery  compeniate  the  want  of  cleanlinefs  ? 
A  dirty  woman— 1  turn  from  the  fhocking  idea  to 
mention, 

In  the  r.ext'place,  that  engaging  thing  hinted  at  be'- 
fore,  Simplicity  of  Drefs.  in  ail  the  iciene.es,  in  ev¬ 
ery  valuable  profeffion,  in  the  common  intercourfes  of 
life,  and  let  me  add,  even  in  the  fubiimeft  fubjefts, 
ffinplicity  is  that,  which,  above  every  thing  e>fe,touchev 
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and  delights.  Without  it,  indeed,,  all  elfe  is  feeble* 
and  unaifeCiing.  Where  fimplicity  is  wanting,  men 
may  be  dazzled  for  a  moment.  Mere  fplendor  will 
ftrike  them  at  firll ;  but,  on  reflexion,  they  will  foon 
difcover,  that  fplendor  of  itfelf,  like  every  other  idol, 
is  nothing.  On  the  other  hand,  where  fimplicity,  the 
filler  of  truth,  appears,  the  attraction  is  eternal.  Hencs 
the  never-failing  entertainment  and  inftru&ion  deriv¬ 
ed  from  the  works  of  antiquity,  in  all  the  fine  arts ;  of 
which,  I  luppofe  for  that  reafon,.  chiefly,  they  remain 
to  this  day,  and  will  ever  remain,  the  fovereign  fland- 
ards.  Thofe  among!!  the  moderns,  who  have,  in  this; 
refpefl,  copjed  them  moil  happily,,  have  been  always 
mod  admired.  To  inflance  in  the  art  of  paintings 
with  a  more  immediate  reference  to  our  fuhjet!  ;  what 
honour  has  been  acquired  by  fuch  of  its  profefTors  as 
have  approached. nearefl  to  the  noble  fimplicity  of  an¬ 
cient  workman  (hip!  Its  bufinefs,  we  know,  is  moft 
particularly  with  beauty,  in  all  her  fin  eft  forms.  Thaf,: 
1  prefume,  was  never  ftudied  more  fuccefsfully  by  any,, 
than  by  the  great  Raphael.  But  who,  that  has  an  eye 
for  fucn  objects,  can  avoid  being  flruck  with  the  cbafte, 
fober,  and,  unaffeCted  graces  of  his  females  ?  And,  as 
to  his  manner  of  ciothing  them,  what  remarkable 
plainnefs,  w  hat  delightful  mode  fly.,,  even  where  the 
colours  and  fluids  are  intended  to  be  richefli  How  dif¬ 
ferent  from  thofe  painters  of  the  Gothic  flyle,  who, 
not  under.flandingi  the  diftinCtion  between  ornament, 
and  finery,  which  is  its  excefs  ;  between  beauty  and 
{how,  which  is  the  affectation  of  it;  load  (heir  women 
with  jewels,  trappings,  and  other  cmbeilifhments, 
magnificent  indeed,  but  tawdry  ! 

Nor  is  the  grand  principle  of  fimplicity  confined  to, 
the  imitative  arts  ;  it  runs  through  all.  Hence,  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  peculiar  fatisfaCtion  derived  from 
the  company  of  a  man  well-bred,  and  worthy  at  the 
lame  time.  He  iooksy  he  fpeaks,  he  moves,  with  «r 
model!  eale  ;  there  is  nothing  artificial,  or  fiudied  m 
ins  converfation  and  deportment.  Hence  too,  the 
Superior  pleafure,  from  the  profpeCt  of  a  garden  laid. 
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out  with  tafte,  in  which  the  views  are  natural,  ample, 
and  unforced,  above  that  of  feeing  one  cut  into  a 
thoufand  little  parterres,  and  encumbered  with  a  croud 
of  laboured  conceits.  Let  me  fubjoin,  hence,  the 
inexpreflible  power  and  majefty  of  holy  writ  itfelf,  even 
abftra&ed  from  its  divine  original.  Arid,  to  come  to 
the  cafe  direttly  before  us  ;  hence,  the  refiftlefs  charm 
which  attends  a  virtuous  %oman  attired  with  plainnefs 
andjudgment  ;  two  things,  which,  making  allowance 
for  the  mutability  and  caprice  of  fafhion  incircumftan- 
ces  of  lefs  moment,  will  always  give  the  mod  genu¬ 
ine  and  lalting  content. 

The  neat  appearance  of  many  females  belonging  to 
afeft  well  known,  has  been  frequently  remarked,  and 
greatly  admired.  Jt  would  be  much  more  agreeable, 
could  it  be  disjoined  from  the  ffiffnefs  that  accompa¬ 
nies  it  adefeft,  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  rules  of 
tafte.  But  thofe  people  are  taught  to  defpife  every 
thing  of  this  kina,  and  to  underhand  literally  fuch 
paffages  of  fcripture  as  feem  to  prohibit  fumptuous 
apparel.  In  fhort,  they  plead  religious  principle  for 
the  form  of  their  attire.  We  fhould  believe  them, 
but  for  the  richnefs  of  the  materials,  and  the  finenefs 
of  the  texture.  Many  of  that  fe&  arevery  intelligent: 
can  they  perfuade  themfelves,  that,  through  all  their 
affectation  of  plainnefs,  the  world  does  not  perceive  the 
utmoft  pride  of  expenfe. 

On  this  article  your  judgment  will  be  feen  in  join¬ 
ing  frugality  and  limplicitv  together  ;  in  being  never 
fond  of  finery  ;  in  carefully  dihinguifhing  between 
what  is  glaring,  and  what  is  genteel ;  in  preferving 
elegance  with  the  plaineft  habit  ;  in  wearing  coftly 
array  but  feldom,  and  always  with  eafe  *,  a  point,  that 
may  be  attained  by  her  who  has  learnt  not  to  think 
more  highly  of  herfeif  for  the  richefl  raiment  {he  can 
put  on. 

Were  a  fyfiem  of  this  kind  to  prevail,  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  the  effects  would  be  beneficial  and 
happy.  Whatfums  would  be  faved,  where  they  ought 

to  be  faved,  for  more  valuable  ends!  What  fums  would 
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kept  at  home,  that  now  go  abroad  to  enrich  our 
moft  dangerous  rivals  !  French  gewgaws  would  give 
place  to  Britifh  manufaft ires.  Ttie  ladies  of  this 
ifland,  inferior  to  none  m 'beauty,  would  be  the  apes 
of  none  in  drefs.  They  would  prafhfe  that  fpecies 
of  patriotifm,  which  is  the  moft  proper  for  their  fex  ; 
they  would  ferve  their  country  in  their  own  way.  How 
many  evils  to  the  community,  to  private  families,  and 
to  individuals,  would  be  prevented  !  If,  in  fome  of 
the  moft  expenfive  parts  of  female  decoration,  fewer 
hands  were  employed,  a  much  greater  number,  on  the 
other  fide,  would  find  exercife  in  cultivating  an  ele¬ 
gant  propriety,  and  a  beautiful  diverfity,  through  all 
the  reft.  The  public  tails  would  be  improved  in  a 
thouland  articles.  And,  is  there  not  reafon  to  hope, 
that  the  appearance,  the  manners,  and  the  minds  of 
the  fair,  would  gain  by  the  change  ? 

They  would  be  lefs  fhowy  indeed  ;  but  they  wou  ld 
be  more  engaging.  Our  gay  aflemblies,  for  gay  af- 
fembiies  there  will  always  be,  would  glitter  lefs  in  the 
gaze  of  foolilh  wonder  ;  but  they  would  Ihine  more- 
in  the  eye  of  juft  difcernment.  And,  what  honour 
would  it  reflect  on  your  underftandings,  when  in  com¬ 
pany,  to  fee  you  fuperior  to  your  drefs,  entirety  for¬ 
getting  that,  and  every  other  advantage  you  may  pof- 
lefs,  in  an  obliging  attention  to  all  prefent,  and  lend¬ 
ing  luftre  to  each  ornament,  inftead  of  borrowing  it 
merely  from  thence  i  Or  will  any  of  you  fay,  that  a 
woman,  on  the  contrary,  is  likely  to  be  more  efteemed, 
for  appearing  attentive  to  herfelf  alone,  or  trying  to 
catch  by  fo  poor  a  bait,  as  a  little  gay  clothing  ?  She 
who  does  either,  piques  our  pride,  and  offends  our 
judgment,  at  the  fame  inftant.  We  are  hurt  by  her 
bad  breeding,  in  the  one  cafe ;  and  in  the  other,  we  are 
provoked  to  think  {he  {hould  pay  11s  fuch  a  forry  com¬ 
pliment,  as  to  fancy  we  can  be  entangled  in  a  cob- web. 

When  fliali  women,  in  genera), underhand  thorough¬ 
ly  the  effea  of  a  comely  habit,  that,  independent  of 
pomp,  and  defpifing  extravagance,  is  worn  as  the  fo- 
Wr^ye-t  tranfparent  veil  of  a  snore  comely  mind  P  Be 
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affiired  my  young  friends,  it  is  thus  that  you  will  cap¬ 
tivate  moll,  and  pleafe  longed.  By  purfuing  this 
plan,  you  will  preferve  an  equality  in  that  great  mdif- 
penfabie  article  of  neatnefs.  You  will  be  clean,  and 
you  will  he  eafy  ;  nor  will  you  he  in  danger  of  appear¬ 
ing  butterflies  one  day,  and  flatterns  the  next.  You 
will  be  always  ready  to  receive  your  friends,  without 
feeming  to  be  caught,  or  being  at  all  difconcerted  on 
account  of  your  drefs.  How  feldom  is  that  the  cafe 
amongft  the  flutterers  of  the  age  !  I  wifh  we  could  fay, 
amongft  them  only.  For  young  ladies,  of  more  fobri- 
ety,  to  be  found  fo  often  flovenly,  1  might  have  faid, 
downright  fqualid  and  nafly,  when  no  vifitors  are  ex- 
petted,  is  moll  peculiarly  fhameful.  I  cannot  exprefs 
the  contempt  and  the  difgufl  I  feel,  when  1  think  of 
it.  I  will  not  think  of  it. 

I  proceed  to  obferve,  that  what  you  take  from  tinfei 
trappings  you  will  gain  in  time,  in  faving,  and  in  real 
lovelinefs.  The  iefs  vanity  you  betray,  the  more  merit 
we  {hall  be  always  d-i fpofed  to  allow  you.  We  {hall 
be  doubly  charmed,  firlt,  with  finding  young  women 
that  are  not  {laves  to  fhow,  and  next,  with  your  put¬ 
ting  fo  much  refpett  on  our  heads  and  hearts,  as  to  fup- 
pofe  we  are  only  to  be  gained  by  better  qualities. 

Add  to  this,  that  men  of  ordinary  fortunes,  and 
proper  fentiments,  will  not  be  afraid  of  connetting 
themfelves  with  perfons  too  prudent  to  be  profufe, 
and  too  wife,  as  well  as  too  worthy,  when  married,  to 
court  the  admiration  of  all — but  their  hufbands. 

The  unbounded  and  undiftinguifliing  love  of  admi¬ 
ration,  has  been  thought  the  mod  common,  the  rank- 
eft,  and  the  rnoft  noxious  weed,  that  grows  in  the 
heart  of  a  female.  It  is  nounftied  by  nothing  more 
than  by  the  love  of  finery.  In  eftett,  they  depend  on 
each  ether.  But  if  you  will  begin  by  crufti  ng  the 
latter  ;  the  former,  I  am  periuaded,  wili  quickly  decay, 
and,  at  laft,  fall  to  the  ground.  The  love  of  finery 
naturally  prompts  the  paflion  to  be  feen.  that  is,  to  be 
admired  ;  for,  between  thefe,  a  conceited  creature 
makes  no  diftinttiom  Alas!  what  woman  is  there  at 
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any  age,  who,  if  devoted  to  drefs,  burns  not  with  im¬ 
patience  to  dilplay  in  public  a  new  falhion,  or  a  new 
any  thing,  which  fhe  has  been  told  by  thofe  about  her, 
or  by  her  own  imagination,  looks  exceeding  fine  ? 
and  of  this  impatience  what  is  the  fource,  but  that 
very  paffion  which  1  juft  now  called,  the  unbounded 
and  undiftinguifhing  love  of  admiration?  The  mif- 
chiefs  flowing  from  thence  have  been  touched  upon 
in  part.  They  will  be  farther  traced  hereaiter.  At 
prefent  I  (hall  only  add,  what  ought  to  alarm  women 
of  decency,  that  an  immoderate  fondnefs  for  external 
embelhfhm ent  is  a  ftrong  temptation  to  a  light  and  laf- 
civious  mind. 

From  the  paflage  of  Ifaiah  before  quoted,  compared 
with  the  verfe  immediately  preceding,  it  appears  that, 
in  the  cafe  there  pointed  to,  an  indecent  deportment 
was  clofely  connected  with  an  exceflive  vanity  in  ap¬ 
parel.  And,  from  the  who'e  of  that  difcourfe,  it  is 
nianifeft,  the  behaviour  of  the  daughters  of  Zion,  at 
that  time,  was  highly  difpleafing  to  the  Almighty  ; 
which  could  only  proceed  from  the  influence  their 
behaviour  had  upon  their  difpofitions ;  or  reciprocally 
upon  the  latter,  as  giving  birth  to  the  former.  How 
applicable  the  obfervation  to  the  cafe  of  many  females 
at  this  day  1 

But  has  it  not  been  too  much  the  manner  amongft 
preachers  of  every  age,  to  decry  that  in  which  they 
lived,  as  having  remarkably  degenerated  from  thofe 
that  went  before,  and,  to  denounce  peculiar  judgments 
accordingly  ?  It  often  has,  no  doubt.  And  To  far, 
certainly,  they  have  forgotten  the  caution  of  Soomon; 
««  Say  not  thou,  What  is  the  caufe  that  the  former 
days  were  better  than  thefe  ?  for  thou  deft  not  en¬ 
quire  wifely  concerning  th is . ' '  A  miflake  we  would 
willingly  avoid.  Such  complaints,  when  indulged  in- 
difcrnninately,  are  either  the  dictates  of  a  gloomy  que¬ 
rulous  temper,  or  the  trite  and  unmeaning  declamation 
of  mere  popular  preaching.  I  truft,  we  (hall  be  charg¬ 
ed  with  neither  in  faying,  that,  to  this  nation,  therr 
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can  accrue  no  good  from  the  fpirit  of  luxury,  of  levity 
and  of  vice,  fo  prevalent,  and  fo  fpreading,  in  a fex 
wat  leads  the  world. 


SERMON 
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On  Female  Reserve. 


i  Timothy,  ii.  8,  9. 

V- 

1  will — that  women  adorn  thejjifclves  with  Shame* 

facednefs, 

M  f  ;  ,;  ... 

IVIAN  Y  ofyou,  my  honoured  hearers,  have  been 
fcddreffed  in  the  ftyleof  iove  and  admiration.  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  addrefs  you,  in  that  of  zeal  and 
friendfhip  ;  a  fly Ie,  not  the  lefs  fincere,  or  the  iefs  wor¬ 
thy  of  your  attention,  for  being  fober  and  impartial. 
Will  you  permit  me  to  proceed  in  the  fame  manner  ? 
Suppofe  me  fpeaking  to  you  as  a  brother.  It  will  be 
more  than  a  fuppofition.  Have  we  not  all  one  father 
by  creation,  even  the  great  God  ?  and  by  religion,  is 
not  the  New  Jerufalem  the  modier  of  us  all  ?  With 
a  brother  s  affeftion,  then  i  will  go  on  io  lay  before 
you  fome  better  ornaments,  than  wealth  can  purchafe, 
in  which,  I  wifh,  my  beloved  fillers  to  fhine,  that  they 
may  appear  as  becomes  their  high  birth,  and  the  no- 
ole  expectations  they  are  encouraged  to  entertain. 

After  moaefl  apparel,  our  apoflle  mentions  bbame- 
facednefs.  ({  I  will — that  women  adern  themfelves 
in  modeft  apparel,  with  fhamefacednefsA  This  love- 
tyjf^hty,  m  its  larged  extent,  and  in  its  moll  pleafing 
effects,  on  female  manners,  fhall  be  the  fubjefl  of  our 
prefen-t  meditation.  It  is  an  ornament  equally  necef- 
iary  and  wife, 
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I.  It  is  a  neceffary  ornament,  confidered,  I  mea*ft^ 
in  a  moral  and  religious  light.  I  would  only  premife, 
that  the  amiable  referve,  termed  by  St.  Paul,  Sbame- 
facednefs,  is  fomething  widely  didant  from  thofe  airs 
of  difdain,  thofe  pretences  of  avcrfion  to  men,  which 
we  now  and  then  meet  with  in  your  fex.  I  faid  pre¬ 
tences  :  For,  no  degree  of  candour  can  perfuade  us  to 
believe,  that  fuch  women,  generally  fpeakmg,  do  not 
play  a  part,  and  under  the  mafk  of  this  feeming  feveri- 
ty,  this  violent  afFeffation  of  virtue,  harbour  paihons  of 
a  very  different  kind.  Who  does  not  know,  that  the 
greateff  prudes  have  often  dropt  their  difguife  at  lad  ; 
and  betrayed  fuch  difpofitions  as  many  a  young  wo¬ 
man  of  good  nature,  and  courteous  behaviour,  is  inca¬ 
pable  of  indulging  ?  Every  thing  overdone  is  liable  to 
fufpicion.  Innocence  in  women,  wants  not  the  aid 
of  odentation  :  like  integrity  in  men,  it  reds  in  its  own 
confcioufnefs.  Not  fo,  however,  as  to  negieft  the 
rules  of  prudence  and  circumfpecticn,  Fo  fay  the  truth, 
prudery  is  not  the  prevailing  evil  of  the  times,  fe¬ 
male  modedy,  even  where  it  is  mod  real,  is  in  little  dan¬ 
ger.  as  the  world  goes,  of  being  carried  to  an  extreme. 
In  the  gayer  part  of  the  world,  how  feldom,  alas  ! 
does  it  °rife  to  the  fhame faced ne Is  enjoined  in  our 
text,  and  which,  on  the  very  fird  hearing,  fuggeds 
the  idea  of  a  virtuous  fcafhfulnels.  I  his  beautiful 


grace. 

(i  Clear  Cbaffity 
With  hlufiies  redd'ning  as  fhe  moves  along, 
Dilorder'd  at  the  deep  regard  fhe  draws  . 

whither  is  fhe  retired  ?  Where  is  the  charming  origin¬ 
al,  from  which  the  poet  drew  fo  fweet  a  picture?— 
Has  virtue  then  forfaken  the  fex?  God  forbid.  But 
I  am  bold  to  fay,  her  favourite  walks  are  not  in  thole 
places  of  public  entertainment,  now  fo  fondly  fi cement¬ 
ed  by  fo  many  women.  She  loves  the  {hade.  1  here 
{he  finds  herfelf  mod  fecure  from  the  b.ighis  of  cal¬ 
umny,  and  the  heats  of  temptation.  Ah!  ye  mothers 
of  this  land,  how  can  you  expofe  fo  radily,  thofe  ten¬ 
der  bioffoms  committed  to  your  care?  Have  ye  for¬ 
gotten 


gotten  that  every  unkindly  breath  is  ready  to  Waft  them  ? 
Are  ye  ignorant,  how  foon  the  whiteft  innocence  may 
be  fullied  ;  that  it  is  poftible  even  for  the  ftrideft  prin¬ 
ciples  to  be  corrupted?  Is  there  nothing  in  your  own 
minds  that  whifpers  the  frailty  cf  your  fex  ? 

But  you  plead  the  neceffity  of  allowing  to  youth  a 
little  amufement, of  (bowing  your  daughters  a  little  of  the 
world,  of  preventing,  or  rubbing  off  the  awkwardnefs, 
that  is  apt  to  adhere  O  young  per fons  who  are  confined 
at  home.  You  urge  the  propriety  of  convincing  them 
by  comparifon,  how  much  the  calm  and  rational 
pleafures  of  that  home  are  preferable  to  the  noify  and 
giddy  diverfions  ufually  found  abroad  ;  that  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  there  is  nothing  fo  wonderfully  fine,  fo  irreliftibly 
alluring,  as  their  youthful  fancies,  or  the  information 
of  others,  might  lead  them  to  fuppofe. 

We  admit  your  arguments,  fo  far  as  they  go.  Keep 
within  thefe  hounds,  and  be  blamelefs.  But,  do  the 
parents  of  the  prefent  generation  commonly  keep  wi  th¬ 
in  them?  Are  not  many  of  thofe  parents  as  fond  of 
gaiety  and  (how,  as  the  mereft  girl  can  poffibly  be  ? 
Is  it  furprizing  to  fee  the  daughters  of  fuch  become, 
very  early  the  votaries  of  folly,  when  every  other  day 
or  night  they  are  conduced,  in  triumph,  to  her  temples* 
without  any  precaution,  any  previous  pains  taken  to 
inftrufl  them  in  the  emptinefs  and  worthlelfnefs  of  the 
objeft  worfhipped,  with  every  circumftance  that  can 
ferve  to  propagate  the  idolatry,  while  the  poor  inno¬ 
cents  are  inflamed  by  the  concurrence  of  company, 
drefs,  flattery,  example  ;  the  example  of  thofe  whom, 
by  nature  and  education,  they  are  difpofed  to  refpefl 
moft  highly,  and  to  imitate  moft  implicitly  ?  It  were 
ftrange  indeed,  if,  in  this  fituation,  their  too  fufcepti- 
ble  hearts  Ihould  efcape  the  fafhionable  contagion. 
But,  what  can  be  faid  for  thofe,  who  thus  direftiy,  and 
with  their  eyes  open,  lead  their  children  into  a  fnare  ? 
— Ceafe  thou  reftlefs  and  raging  fpirit  of  hell,  who 
art  “going  about  feeking  whom  thou  mayeft  devour/' 
ceafe  thy  cruel  toil.  The  parents  of  Britain  render 
it  needlefs.  The  mothers  of  the  church  haften  to 
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bring  thee,  their  little  lambs,  as  if  impatient  for  the* 
pieafi  ire  of  preferring  them. - Excufe,  ye  better  cha¬ 

racters,  this  tranfport  of  indignation,  kindled  by  an- 
impiety  which  you  are  not  capable  of  committing.  I 
think  with  honour  of  all  who  truly  merit  the  parental 
name.  May  the  Father  of  the  world  increafe  their 
number,  arid  multiply  their  joys  !  But  for  thofe  wick¬ 
ed —  —  I  turn  from  them  to  you,  ye  pretty  helplefs 
creatures  who  have  loll— *it  may  be,  happily — merciful 
heaven!  muff  I  fay,  Happily  loft  your  parents?  or 
whole  parents  yet  alive,  but  loll  to  themfelves  and  to 
their  offspring,  have,  in  the  biindnefs  of  indulgence,  or 
the  barbarity  of  neglehf,  abandoned  you  to  your  own 
untutored  conduct.  Let  ms  warn  you  of  your  dan¬ 
ger.  If  there  be  no  other  friend  to  fliow  a  foheitude 
for  your  welfare,  allow  me,  at  leaft,  to  have  that  fads- 
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Relief},  my  fillers,  on  all  I  have  fald  concerning yeup 
importance  in  life  ;  and  look  beyond  lifers  narrow 
boundary.  Confider  everlafting  conlequences.  Con- 
templaie  approaching  judgment.  You  lave  received 
from  the  Almighjy  your  bodies,  and  your  fouls,  un- 
ftained  by  diihonour.  You  will  be  loon  required  to 
treftore  them  immaculate.  You  belong  to  a  fociety,for 
which  your  Saviour  “  gave  bimfeif,  that  he  might  fanc- 
tifv  and  cleanfe  it  with  the  wafhing  of  water  by  the 
word,  that  he  might  prefent  it  to  himfelf  a  glorious 
church,  not  having  fpot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing/' 
Think  of  this,  “  W  atch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not 
into  temptation/' 

The  love  of  promifenous  amufement,  how  inno¬ 
cent  foever  it  may  often  feem,  and  fometimes  be,  en- 
fnares  multitudes  of  your  fex.  Their  earhell  days  are 
marked  by  a  mixture  of  fprightiinefs  and  fimplicity. 
They  run,  they  laugh,  they  prattle ;  and  then  they  of¬ 
ten  blufh,  for  fear  of  having  offended.  As  they  grow 
up,  their  fenfibilities  become  more  enlightened,  and 
more  awake.  1  hey  fclufh  oftener.  It  is  the  precious 
colouring  of  virtue,  as  one  has  happily  phrafed  it, 
ri  hey  contract  a  quicker  perception  of  what  is  decent. 
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and  of  what  is  wife.  A  fweet  timidity  was  given 
them  to  guard  their  innocence,  by  inclining  them  to 
(brink  from  whatever  might  threaten  to  injure  it.  Their 
paffions,  as  they  rife,  are  reftrained  from  exorbitance, 
oy  a  fecret  fentiment  of  (hame  and  honour.  In  this 
ftate  of  mind,  they  come  to  hear  much  concerning  pub¬ 
lic  diverfions.  The  defcription  is  frequently  repeated, 
and  always  exaggerated.  Their  curiofity  takes  fire  ; 
they  are  eager  to  participate.  They  are  indulged  once, 
a  fecond,  a  third  time,  often  ;  without  controul.  By- 
little  and  little  their  natural  fearfulnefs  begins  to  abate. 
For  a  while  they  are  (hocked  at  figns  of  rudenefs. 
Their  ears  are  wounded  by  the  language  of  vice  : 
Oaths,  imprecations,  double  meanings,  e/ery  thing  ob- 
fcene  fills  them  with  difguft  and  horror.  But  cuftom 
foon  begets  familiarity;  and  familiarity  produces  indif¬ 
ference.  The  emotions  of  delicacy  are  lefs  frequent, lefs 
ftrong.  And  now  they  feldom  blufh,  although,  perhaps, 
they  often  affeft:  it.  At  the  image  of  fin,  they  tremble  no 
longer:  their  minds  are  already  debauched.  All  the 
internal  fences  ofmodeftyare  broken  down.  Can  you 
wonder,  if  it  be  then  eafily  affailed  from  without? 
But,  what  if  it  be  not?  What,  if  appearances  be  Hill 
preferved,  if  open  fcandal  be  not  incurred,  or,  if  fecret 
enormity  (hould  be  always  avoided  ?  Is  it  enough  fora 
young  woman  to  be  free  from  infamy,  from  crimes? 
Between  the  (late  of  virgin  purity  and  aftual  proftitu- 
tion  are  there  no  intermediate  degrees?  Is  it  nothing 
to  have  the  foul  deflowered,  the  fancy  polluted,  the 
palfions  flung  into  a  ferment  ?  Say,  is  it  nothing  to 
forfeit  inward  freedom,  and  felf-polTeffion  ?  The  beau¬ 
ty,  the  dignity,  the  tranquillity  of  confcious  virtue- 
are  all  thefe  of  no  account  ?  Such,  indeed,  one  would 
think,  were  the  opinion  of  thofe,  who  imagine  there 
can  be  no  harm  in  a  paffion  for  places  ofentertainment ; 
Becaufe,  fay  they,  all  attacks  on  the  honour  of  perfons 
who  refort  thither,  are  precluded,  Be  that  as  it  may, 
I  mull  ever  maintain,  that  young  women  of  principle 
will  be  cautious  of  frequenting  (ceres  where  Shame- 
facednefs,  at  once,  the  companion  and  the  guardian  of 
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female  innocence,  is  in  danger  of  being  loft.  But,  I 
add,  that  every  prudent  young  woman  alfo  will  be  ex* 
tremely  wary  in  this  particular;  becaufe, 

II  T  he  ornament  we  now  recommend  is  as  wife, 
as  it  is  neceffary,  There  is  nothing  fo  engaging  as 
bafhful  beauty.  The  beauty  that  obtrudes  itfelf,  how 
confiderable  foever,  will  either  difguft,  or  at  mcft  excite 
but  inferior  defires.  Men  are  fo  made.  They  refufe 
their  admiration,  where  it  is  courted,  where  it  feems 
rather  Ihunned,  they  love  to  beftow  it.  The  retiring 
graces  have  been  always  the  mod  attraflive. 

You  remember  the  reprefentation  which  Milton 
puts  into  Adam’s  mouth  of  his  firft  meeting  with  our 
general  mother.  How  beautiful  and  how  delicate  ! 

“  She  heard  me  thus,  and  though  divinely  brought. 
Yet  innocence  and  virgin  modefty, 

Her  virtue,  and  the  conference  of  her  worth, 

That  would  be  woo’d,  and  not  unfought  be  won, 

Not  obvious,  not  intrunve,  but  retir’d, 

The  more  delirable;  or,  to  fay  ail, 

Nature  herfelf,  tho’  pure  of  {inful  thought, 

Wrought  in  herfo,  that  feeing  me  {he  turn’d.. 

I  follow’d  her  She  what  was  honour  knew. 

And  with  obfequious  majefty  approv’d 
My  pleaded  rcafon.  To  the  nuptial  bower 
I  led  her  blufhing  like  the  morn.’* 

But  this  was  only  the  poet’s  fancy.  True.  Yet 
the  poet  knew  the  lexes  weli,  and  feems  to  have  ftud.- 
icd  your’s  paiticularly.  He  painted  from  the  com¬ 
pleted  ftandards  he  could  find.  His  piaure  of  Eve  in 
tier  ftate  of  innocence,  may  be  confidered  as  the  model 
of  a  woman  mod  amiably  feminine;  in  whom  his  im¬ 
agination,  alike  exalted  and  correa,  could  figure  noth-* 
ing  fo  alluring, 

“  As  thofe  graceful  aa$, 

Thofe  thoufand  decencies  that  daily  flow 
From  all  her  words  and  aaions.” 

What  mind  of  any  worth,  can  forbear  to  be  charm¬ 
ed  with  the  deferiptton  you  have  juft  heard  ? 
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To  fay  the  truth,  there  is  not,  I  verily  believe,  a 
man  living,  who,  in  his  fober  fenfes,  would  not  prefer 
a  modeft,  to  an  impudent  woman.  An  impudent  wo¬ 
man— -Who  can  tell  which  is  greater,  the  difgrace 
thrown  upon  humanity  by  fuch  a  character,  or  the 
honour  refletled  on  our  natures,  by  that  abhorrence, 
which  is  raifed  by  the  bare  idea,  in  every  bread,  not- 
totally  degenerate  P 

Surely  it  deferves  your  notice,  what  pains  the  all- 
prefiding  power  has  gracioufty  taken  to  (how  his  care 
of  female  virtue,  not  only  by  imprefling  the  minds  of 
your  fex  with  that  deep  and  lively  fenfe  of  reputation, 
which  is  one  of  its  moft  powerful  prefervatives,  but  alfo 
by  forming  the  minds  of  our’s  with  fo  high  an  efteem 
for  every  indication  of  chaftity  in  women,  and  with  fo 
ftrong  a  difapprobation  of  the  contrary.  That  efteem, 
and  this  difapprobation,  it  is  certain,  are  felt  by  the 
men,  whenfoever  reafon  is  permitted  to  take  place  of 
appetite ;  and  thefe  indications  are  perfe&ly  and  uni- 
verfally  intelligible..  I  fay  nor,  that  thofe  of  the  lafi 
kind  are  always  apparent,  where  women  have  given 
themfelves  up  to  vice  ;  but,  I  apprehend,  they  are  fo 
for  the  greater  part.  This  breach  of  her  moft  facred 
law,  the  juftice  of  nature  has  generally  branded  with  a 
\ook  and  manner  peculiarly  charafteriftic  and  fignifi- 
cant;  as,  on  the  other  fide,  fhe  has  always  (l.  think, 
always)  marked  the  genuine  feelings  of  modefty,  with 
a  look  and  manner  no  lefs  correfpondent  and  exprefr 
five. 

In  the  latter  cafe,  fhe  feems  to  fay  to  us  men,  point¬ 
ing  to  her  yet  uncorrupted  daughters,  “Behold  thefe 
fmiling  innocents,  whom  I  have  graced  with  my  fair- 
eft  gifts,  and  committed  to  your  protection  ;  behold 
them  with  love  and  refped  ;  treat  them  with  tender- 
nefs  and  honour.  They  are  timid,,  and  want  to  be 
defended.  They  are  frail  ;  O  do  not  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  weaknefs.  Let  their  fears  and  bluflies 
endear  them.  Let  their  confidence  in  you  never  be 

abufed.- - -But  is  it  poflible,  thsp  any  of  you  can  be 

fuch  barbarians,  fo  fupremely  wicked,  as  to  abufe  it  ? 
Can  ye  find  in  your  hearts  to  defjiioil  the  gentle  truft- 
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ing  creatures  of  their  treafure,  or  do  any  thing  to  ff  rip 
them  of  their  native  robe  of  virtue  ?  Curb  be  the  im¬ 
pious  hand  that  would  dare  to  violate  the  unblem- 
ifhed  form  of  chaftity  l  Thou  wretch  *  thou  ruffian  t 
forbear ;  nor  venture  to  provoke  heaven’s  fierceft  ven¬ 
geance.” 

In  the  other  cafe,  the  fame  parental  power,  equally 
watchful  for  all  her  children,  feems  to  caft  an  eye  of 
awful  reproach  on  fuch  of  her  daughters  as  are  unhap¬ 
pily  abandoned,  and,  railing  her  voice,  to  addrefs  our 
Jex  to  this  purpofe :  <c  Flee,  my  fons,  flee  thefe  def¬ 
initive  Syrens.  They  fmile  only  to  tempt ;  and  they 
tempt  only  to  devour.  Once,  indeed,  they  {hone  in 
many  of  my  fweeteft  charms.  Thefe  are  no  more. 
They  have  forgotten  to  blufh  ;  their  foreheads  are 
hardened  into  fhameleflnefs.  Their  eyes  formerly 
foft ,  virtuous,  and  downcafl ;  thofe  very  eyes  that  ef- 
fufed  the  foul  of  innocence,  have  learnt  to  flare,  and 
roll  with  unbounded  wantonnefs ;  to  dart  nothing  but 
unholy  fire.  Their  hands  are  the  hands  of  Harpies* 
Their  feet  go  down  to  death,  and  their  fieps  take  hold 
on  hell.” 

This  account  of  thofe  wretched  beings  will  be  al¬ 
ways  true  in  part.  The  profligate,  and  the  foolilh,. 
that  are  taken  in  their  toils,  (hall  fome  time  or  other 
be  fure  to  repent  it,  Neverthelefs,  it  muft  be  owned, 
there  are  of  them,  who,  with  hearts  of  adamant  to  the 
beft  impreffions,  and  without  any  remains  of  natural 
modefty,  yet  pra&ife  the  art  of  feigning  its  decent  de¬ 
meanour;  one  of  its  flrongeft  arguments  that  can  be 
conceived  in  its  favour! 

Yes,  thofe  more  accompliflied  enfnarers  are  fuffi- 
ciently  aware,  that  there  is  no  allurement  equal  to  that 
of  maiden  virtue  ;  and,  therefore,  having  lofi  the  real¬ 
ity,  they  ftudy  to  retain  the  appearance.  In  this  in¬ 
fiance,  no  doubt,  as  in  numberlefs  others,  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  nature  may  be  counterafted  by  violence,  and 
her  molt  fpeaking  features  filenced  by  djffimulation. 
But  ah,  how  much  more  eafy,  pleafant,  noble,  and  hap¬ 
py,  to  be  virtuous,  than  only  to  feem  fo !  That  vice¬ 
gerent 


YOUNG  WO  M  E  N. 


5B 

gc rent  of  God  within  us,  Confcienoe,  will  not  bear  the 
abufe  calmly.  A  l  efTential  tranfgreffions  of  order, 
how  fuccefsful,  foever,  they  may  outwardly  appear, 
fhali  certainly  be  punifhed  by  inward  difquietude,  arid 
home-felt  meannefs.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  art  of 
diffembling,  in  the  cafe  before  us,  feldom  fucceeds  fo 
far,  as  not  to  be  feen  through  on  many  occafions  *,  and 
when  it  is,  the  contempt  and  averfion  produced  by  it, 
are  only  heightened  by  thoie  attempts  to  impofe.  Of 
this  be  allured,  that,  to  the  fenfe  of  decency,  there  is 
nothing  more  difguding,  than  the  notion  of  a  young 
woman  who  cannot  be  put  out  of  countenance.  In 
our  fex,  the  charafler  of  being  loll  to  lhame  is  fcandal- 
ous ;  but  in  yourV — who  can  defcribe  the  deteflatkm* 
it  excites. 

Next  to  this,  is  the  diflike  we  feel  to  her  who  has. 
contracted  a  certain  brilknefs  of  air,  and  levity  of  de¬ 
portment,  which,  though  by  good  nature,  or  the  court- 
ely  of  cudom,.diltinguifhea  from  the  brazen  front,  and 
bold  attack,  of  the  proftitute,  does  yet,  I  cannot  help, 
laying,  approach  too  near  them,  and  can  never,  I  am, 
lure,  be  pleafing  to  men  of  fentiment.  Such  an  air 
and  deportment,  I  well  know,  are,  by  many,  efteemed 
marks  of  fpirit.  It  may  be  fo.  I  arn  willing,  at  leall, 
to  believe,  that  no  real  harm  is  meant  by  numbers  who 
affeft  them.  But  lure  y,  they  are  the  word  kind  of 
affeflation.  I  had  rather  a  tnoufand  times  fee  a  young 
lady  carry  her  balhfulnefs  too  far,  than  pique  herfelf 
on  the  freedom  of  her  manners. 

A  mafcuiine  woman  muff  be  naturally  an  unamiable 
creature.  X  confefs  myfelf  Ihocked,  whenever  I  fee 
the  fexes  confounded.  An  effeminate  fellow,  that, 
dellitute  of  every  manly  fentiment,  copies,  with  invert¬ 
ed  ambition*  from  your  fex,  is  an  obje£l  of  contempt 
and  averlion  at  once.  On  the  other  hand,  any  young  wo¬ 
man  of  better  rank,  that  throws  off  all  the  lovely  foft- 
neis  of  hlr  nature,  and  emulates  the  daring,  intrepid 
temper  of  a  man — how  terrible  I  The  transformation 
on  either  fide  muff  ever  be  monllrous.  Is  not  this 
fbadowed  out  to  us  in  that  particular  prohibition  of 


5  4 


SERMONS  TO 


the  Jewifli  law,  which  fays,  « The  woman-  ffial!  net 
wear  that  which  pertaineth  unto  a  man  :  neither  {halt 
a  man  put  on  a  woman’s  garment.  For  all  that  do  fo 
are  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord.' 7  Such  confufion 
of  apparel  was  to  beconfidered  as  renouncing,  in  efFeft, 
the  diftin&ion  of  form,  which  the  Almighty  hadeftah- 
lifted  in  the  creation.  To  this  unnatural  mode,  do  we 
not  fometimes  obferve  a  vifible  tendency  in  our  days  ? 
But,  what  though  the  drefs  be  kept  ever  fo  diftinB,  if 
the  behaviour  be  not  :  In  thofe  points,  I  mean,  where 
the  chara&er  peculiar  to  each,  fex  feems  to  require  a 
difference  ?  There,  a  metamorphofis  in  either  will  al¬ 
ways  offend  an  eye  that  is  not  greatly  vitiated.  It  will 
do  fo,  particularly,  in  your  fex.  By  dint  of  affiduity 
and  flattery,  fortune  and  (how,  a  Female  Man  fha1! 
fometimes  lucceed  ftrangely  with  the  women;  but  to 
the  men  an  Amazon  never  fails  to  be  forbidding.  Are 
pone  of  you,  my  fair  hearers,  in  danger  of  roughening 
into  this  ungracious  figure?  How  readily  it  is  afTum- 
ed,  in  thofe  fcenes  where  the  ignorance  of  youth  co¬ 
operates  with  the  magic  of  fafhion,  many  of  you,  per¬ 
haps,  will  not  fufpeff. 

Men,  I  prefurae,  are,  in  general,  better  judges  than 
women,  of  the  deportment  of  women.  Whatever  af- 
fefts  them  from  your  quarter,  they  feel  more  immedi¬ 
ately.  You  flide  infenfib'ly  into  a  certain  caft  of  man¬ 
ners  ;  you  perceive  not  the  gradations ;  you  do  not  fee 
yourfelves  at  a  proper  diftance.  If  the  effeft  produced, 
be,  on  the  whole,  di (agreeable,  felf-love  will  not  be 
the  fir  ft  to  difcover  it.  Men,  it  is  true,  are  often 
dazzled  by  youth,  vivacity,  and  beauty  ;  but  yet,  at 
times,  they  will  look  at  you  with  a  cooler  eye,  and  a 
cooler  infpe&ion,  than  you  apprehend  ;  at  leaft,  when 
they  have  opportunities  of  feeing  you  in  private  com¬ 
pany. 

In  fplendid  crowds  all  is  diftipated,  becaufe  all  is 
garifh.  The  multiplicity  of  obje&s  fcatters  and  dif- 
tra&s ;  nothing  is  felt  or  thought  of,  in  the  way  of  eith¬ 
er  ferious  reflexion,  or  ferious  paftion.  How  much 
misjudged  is  an  exceflive  fondnefs  for  fuch  fcenes ! 

Believe 
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Beiieve  me,  they  are  not  the  places,  where  the  heart 
is  moft  apt  to  be  touched. 

At  any  rate,  the  majefty  of  the  fex  is  fure  to  fuifer 
by  being  feen  too  frequently,  and  too  familiarly.  Dif- 
creet  referve  in  a  woman,  like  the  diftance  kept  by  roy¬ 
al  perfonages,  contributes  to  maintain  the  proper  rever¬ 
ence.  Moft  of  our  pleasures  are  prized  in  proportion 
to  the  difficulty  with  which  they  are  obtained.  The 
fight  of  beauty  maybe  juftly  reckoned  in  that  number. 
Nothing  can  be  more  impolitic  in  young  iadies,  than 
to  make  it  cheap.  4‘ So  long,”  fays  a  lively  author, 
44  as  they  govern  themfelves  by  the  exafl  rules  of  pru¬ 
dence  and  modefly,  their  luftre  is  like  the  meridian  fun 
in  its  clearnefs,  which,  though  lefs  approachable,  is 
counted  more  glorious;  but  when  they  decline  from 
-thofe,  they  are  like  that  fun  in  a  cloud,  which,  though 
iafelier  gazed  on,  is  not  half  fo  bright.” 

Even  the  worft  men  are  ft  ruck  by  the  fovereignty 
of  female  worth,  unambitious  of  appearing.  But,  if 
ayoungperfon  (fuppoftng  her  diipofitions,  in  other 
refpe&s,  ever  fo  good)  will  be  always  breaking  loofe 
through  each  domeftic  inclofure,  and  ranging,  at  large, 
the  wide  common  of  the  world,  thole  deflroyers  will 
fee  her  in  a  very  different  point  of  light.  They  will  confi- 
der  her  as  lawful  game,  to  be-hunted  down  without  hefita- 
tion.  And  if  her  virtue,  or  (which  to  a  woman,  is  in 
eftebl  nearly  the  fame)  her  reputation,  Ihould  be  loft, 
what  will  it  avail  the  poor  wanderer,  to  plead  thatfhe 
meant  only  a  little  harmlefs  arnulement,  and  never 
thought  of  ftraying  into  the  abhorred  paths  of  vice  ? 

With  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  better  fort  of 
men,  1  will  teii  you  a  fecrct.  If,  in  the  flutter  of  too 
public  a  life,  you  fnould,  at  any  time,  fo  far  forget 
yourfeives,  as  to  drop  that  nice  decorum  of  appearance 
and  mariner,  which  is  expected  from  your  fex,  particu¬ 
larly  from  the  younger  part  of  it,  they  will  be  tempted 
to  harbour  fufpicions  which  I  dare  not  name;  that  is, 
many  of  them  will.  The  reft,  who  know  you  better, 
or  have  more  charity,  will  be  hurt  to  think  you  fliould 
«xpo fe  yourfeives  to  a  degree  of  cenfure,  which  in  re¬ 
ality 


SERMONS  TO 


$6 

slity  you  do  not  deferve.  Yet  none  of  them  hardly 
will  be  kind  enough  to  offer  you  a  friendly  hint  of 
what  fo  much  concerns  you  ;  not  even  where  it  might 
be  done  with  the  moll  perfefd  propriety.  Their  gen- 
era!  inclination  to  good  nature,  their  love  of  amufement 
in  their  turn,  and  their  finding  it  mod  readily  in  the  fo- 
ciety  of  your  fex,  will  difpofe  them  to  laugh  with  you 
very  freely.  Intimacy  will  lead  on  to  a  kind  of  attach¬ 
ment.  1  hey  will  often  entertain  you  with  no  little 
gallantry  ;  fometimes,  perhaps  at  an  expenfe  which 
they  can  ill  afford.  In  a  word,  they  will  be  mightily 
pleafed  with  you*— as  the  companions  of  an  hour. 
Companions  for  life,  if  they  ever  think  of  fuch,  they 
will  look  out  for  elfewhere.  They  will  then  make  the 
neceffary  dif  crimination  ;  I  mean  if  they  be  wife  and 
honed  enough  to  marry  from  choice.  They  will  then 
try  if  they  can  find  women  well-bred,  and  fober- 
minded,  at  the  fame  time,  of  a  cheerful  temper,  with 
fedate  manners  ;  women  of  whom  they  may  hope,  that 
they  will  love  home,  be  attached  to  their  hufbands, 
attentive  to  their  families,  reafonable  in  their  wifhes, 
moderate  in  their  expenfes,  and  not  addifled  to  eternal 
{how.  Having  found  them,  whether  with,  or  without 
fortune,  (that  will  never  be  their  prime  confideration,) 
they  will  endeavour  to  gain  them  by  another  fort  of 
ft  y  le  and  behaviour,  than  they  ufed  towards  you.  Far 
other  femimenis,  far  ether  emotions,  will  then  pofiefs 
them.  In  fhort  their  hearts  will  be  then  engaged  ; 
and,  if  they  fhould  be  happy  enough  to  obtain  the 
much  wifhed  for  objects,  then  w’ith  a  joy  unfelt  before, 
•they  will  form  the  tendered  of  all  connexions:  leaving 
you  where  they  found  you,  as  widely  removed  as  ever, 
from  the  tru*ed  pleafures,  and  the  faired  profpefis  that 
humanity  knows  ;  the  pleafures  which  are  enjoyed  at 
/home,  and  the  profpefls  which  include  a  fami  y. 

But  many  of  you,  1  fear,  will  fmile  at  all  this,  trufl- 
ing  to  the  flatterer,  Beauty,  that,  whenever  you  {hall 
pleafe,  you  cannot  fail  to  fix  your  men  ;  and  fo,  in  the 
gaiety  of  your  fpirits,  you  continue  to  exhibit  that 
beauty  as  ufual,  and  to  dance  along  through  the  giddy 

mazej 
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raize.  Not  to  infill,  at  prefent,  how  precarious  and 
trannent  an  attendant  tins  arch  flatterer  has  always 
p  oven  ;  I  mull  remind  you,  that  a  face  hackneved  m 

howPh‘U;  jCreyeVh°W  ftr'lklno  foever  when  fir £}  feen,  or 

its  nolndf0tne  ySt  >enaain,  lofes  much  of 

m  power  to  pleafe.  Every  new  appearance  takes 
fomethtng  from  us  charms  ;  and  for  one  it, dance 

k'nd.  of  ,exh,b"'°"  fucceeds,  how  many 

•d,  and  run  after  every  where,  have  lived  to  tread  the 
beaten  round,  unpratfed  neglefied,  forlorn  ! 

■  No’  !hofe  ,large  promifcuous  circles  are  not  the 
cenes  where  the  heart  is  commonly  mterelled  Vir 

et°reSat°Ved  dVlUe  dev°"°">  D'«  f>«m  noife,  feefcs 
bu  ’,L  „'  ^‘f'°  indulge  itfelf,  unohferved  by 
1  h  it  the  oojefis  of  its  Veneration.  Thai  refpeftfuf 
odelly,  which  attends  it  on  the  part  of  tile  L-, 

ffeflrd'h  eralted  b£  n°thinS  fo  "“eh  as  an 
defied  bafhfulnefs,  on  the  woman’s  fid-.  But  this 

ft,  whien,  properly  fpeaking,  is  the  flower  of  female 

aaflity,  is  of  a  nature  fo  delicate  and  tender  aTa 

ays  to  thrive  bell  in  places  the  lead  frequented.’  What 

ty,  when,  indead  of  being  iheltered  and  chenfh-  f 

1th  care,  u  is  heediefsiy  expofed  to  the  wanton  naze 

every  wandering  eye,  to  the  cruel  hand  of  every 

de,  or  of  every  fly  invader!  Can  any  entertainment 

n“te*hri”“ODf  re  PUbt!,C  has  P0Wcr  10  cffsr.  com! 

mate  t.,e  tots  of  this  enchanting  quality  ? 

““  incompatible  with  politenefs  or 
th  affability.  We  have  feen  it  accompanied  w,  h 
.fweeted  affability,  and  with  the  mod  perfect  polite- 
,  Depend  upon  it,  that  the  bed  breeding  is  not 
rm  by  rambling  from  One  affembly,  and  on?  diver- 
,  o  anotner ;  but  by  living  amoaa  the  bed  fcr»rl 
>ple,  by  cuuivaiuig  a  fund  of  goodnefs  in  the  hear 
I  poireffing  the  advantage  of  a  Well  educated  mind 
■ter  whal  you  ^  heard,  I  hope  you  wilt  not  it 

"one^vYew  bajbt?!nefs, 1  P!ead  for>  'ends  toobdruff 

nan  in  i’,  >  c  becorocs  a  Wife  and  worthy 
nan  to  entertain.  Some  men,  1  confefs,  may  be 

flatter^ 
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flattered  by  forward  advances  from  thofe  of  your  fex, 
whom  the  ingenious  Mr.  Richard  Ton  ufed  to  term 
Seekers.  But,  is  there  not  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
when  they  come  to  refleft  coolly,  their  efteem  will  not 
be  lading,  where  the  foundation  of  it  is  not  natural  ? 
There  are  other  men,  it  is  but  fair  to  tell  you,  who  will 
appear  delighted  with  this  kind  of  courtlhip,  pretend  the 
hipheft  regard,  pay  you  a  world  of  compliments,  by 
which  they  mean  nothing,  and  fwear  to  the  firft  worth- 
ids  companion  they  meet,  that  you  have  a  defign  upon 
them  Can  you  bear  the  thought  of  expofing  your- 
felves  to  fuch  an  imputation?  How  mortifying,  on 
thofe  occafions,  to  hear  a  girl  ferioufly  boaft  of  her  im¬ 
aginary  conquefls  \  How  weak  in  her,  to  fancy  that 
every  man  who  flatters  her,  not  to  fay  every  man  who 
treats  her  with  the  attention,  to  which  your  fex  are 

entitled,  is  a  lover!  _  .  r  .  ,  - 

I  {peak  not  of  thofe  more  deferving  females,  whole 

peace  of  mind  has  been  cruelly  fported  with,  by  a  fpe- 
cies  of  poltrons,  the  difgrace  of  their  fex,  the  reverie 
of  all  that  is  brave  or  humane  ;  whofe  bufinefs  and 
boaft  it  is,  to  inveigle  the  affeftions  of  virtuous  women, 
by  endlefs  obfequioufnefs,  and  folemn  profeffions,  that 
feem  to  imply  every  thing  juft  and  kind,  till  they  have 
undone  the  credulous  fair  ones,  whom  they  then  bar- 
baroufly  confign  to  infamy  and  woe  :  or  elfe,  finding 
that  they  have  gone  too  far  in  the  purfui t  of  thofe  who 
will  not  yield  but  on  honourable  terms,  to  which  they 
have  not  the  fpirit  or  probity  to  agree,  they  poorly 
and  bafely  relinquifh  them,  after  having  ftolen  their 
hearts.  Happy  creatures,  to  be  fo  relinquifiied, 
though  not  happy  to  be  fo  inveigled  !  What  an  ef- 
cape  have  you  made  from  wretches  that  never  defend¬ 
ed  you  !  If  your  honeft  pride  be  hurt  at  fii  ft,  as  it  can¬ 
not  fail  of  being,  that  very  pride  will  foon  mfpjre  you 
with  a  generous  contempt,  the  only  fenfation  lit  to  be 
retained  on  fuch  a  fubjecl. 

"  To  return  to  thofe  of  your  lex,  whom  a  rage  for 

amufement  and  admiration  has  robbed  of  one  of  the 

jfineft  ornaments  that  can  adorn  them,  the  fliamefaced- 

sefs  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  inculcate.  After 

having 
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having  faid  fo  much  to  (how  how  highly  they  are  to 
blame ;  what  {hall  I  fay  to  thofe,  whofe  duty  it  is  to 
advife  them  better,  but  who  have  always  negle&ed  it  ? 
Surely,  it  might  be  thought,  that  fuch  of  their  female 
acquaintance,  and  fuch,  efpecialiy,  of  their  female  re¬ 
lations  as  are  advanced  in  life,  would,  from  their  fupe- 
rior  (lore  of  judgment  and  obfervation,  be  friendly 
enough  to  communicate  to  ignorant  or  unexperienced 
young  creatures,  fome  falutaigy  counfei  on  this,  and 
other  important  articles.  I  know  they  will  excufe 
themfelves,  by  pleading  the  difficulty  of  the  tafk.  I 
own  it  difficult.  To  advife  well  was  always  fo  ;  and 
who  can  be  fure  of  ad v King  fuccefsfully  ?  is  it  there¬ 
fore  never  to  be  attempted?  In  the  -prefent  cafe,  I 
cannot  doubt  but  good  counfel,  offered  with  prudence 
and  affe&ion,  would  often  fucceed. 

St.  Paul,  who  held  it  not  unworthy  of  an  Apofile 
to  enter  with  the  greateftparticularity  into  the  concerns 
of  common  life,  dire&s  Titus  to  remind  the  aged  wo¬ 
men  of  their  duty  on  this  very  head.  His  words  are 
remarkable:  “Speak  thou  the  things  that  become 
found  do&rine;” — among  the  reft — “that  the  aged 
women  may  teach  the  young  women  to  be  fober,  to 
love  their  hufbands,  to  love  their  children,” — What 
follows? — “to  be  difcreet,  chaftec>  keepers  at  home,” 
The  precept,  indeed,  points  to  young  women  in  the 
ftate  of  wedlock.  But,  will  any  fuppofe  the  apoftle 
meant  to  exclude  women  yet  unmarried  from  that  part 
of  it,  which,  on  his  principles,  mud  neceffarilv  be  ap¬ 
plicable  to  them  ?  That  women,  who,  having  families 
of  their  own,  go  much  abroad,  and  affe£l  to  ftirie  any 
where  but  in  their  proper  fphere,  are  peculiarly  to 
blame,  mud,  I  think,  be  acknowledged.  But  willyoti 
thence  infer,  that  they  who  have  none  are  at  liberty  to 
ft  roll  about  perpetually,  to  prefer  every  place  to  home, 
and  negle£I  the  mod  refpe&able  virtues,  the  mod  val¬ 
uable  accompiiffiments,  for  the  parade  of  drefs,  the  dif- 
play  of  beauty,  and  the  tricks  of  affeftation  ? 

It  is  truly  fad,  to  fee  fo  many  young  ladies,  ffiowing 
themfelves  every  day  in  the  markets  of  Vanity, ^who, 

by 
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by  a  proper  deportment  elfcwhere,  might  render  them- 
icl'^es  agreeable  and  happy  ;  (o  fee  them  trifling  away 
the  opportunities  of  doing  both,  and  facrificing  to  a 
falfe  ambition  the  real  importance  of  their  fex.  But 
n  ,s  no  efs  furpr-fing  than  fad,  to  find  amongfl  women 
of  age  and  experience  fo  few,  comparatively  fpeaking, 
who  have  the  confc.ience  or  the  humanity  to  contribute 
to  their  reformat  on  and  welfare. 

Imagine  a  let  of  chafle  matrons,  anciently  mothers 
In  ^is  metropolis,  who  lived  and  died  in  facred  ob- 
fcurity,  were  feldom  found  from  their  own  houfes,  but 
placed  their  humble  glory  in  finning  there,  particular¬ 
ly  in  breeding  their  children  to  every  thtng  prudent 
and  praife-worthy  ;  imagine  them  for  a  little  to  return 
to  life,  and  to  obferve,  unknown,  the  manners  of  the 
prefent  age.  When,  amongfl  other  things,  they  faw 
the  daughters  of  many  a  citizen,  glittering  in  gorgeous 
apparel,  not  paid  for,  rolling  their  eyes  on  every  fide 
through  a  large  aflembly,  fludying  by  every  chddifh 
art  to  draw  the  notice  of  the  men,  contending  with 
one  another,  who  fhould  be  m  oft  the  obj^ds  of  attention, 
catching  with  a  kind  of  triumph,  each  tranfient  glance, 
nor  (bowing  the  fmalieli  uneafinefs,  even  to  be  flared 
at  by  the  muff  licentious  eye,  or  to  be  blown  upon  by 

the  moll  corrupted  breath  of  every  vile  betrayer _ -X 

purfue  the  defcription  no  farther— -what  would  our 
venerable  fpedators  think  of  their  pofteiity  !  What 
grief  would  fill  their  hearts  on  the  occafion  !  But  how 
great  would  be  their  aflonifhment  and  horror,  when  in¬ 
formed,  that  nu  mbers  of  thofe  young  perfons,  whofe 
behaviour  was  fo  unbecoming,  had  not  been  taught  by 
their  mothers,  the/r  grand -mothers,  or  any  other  friend 
in  the  world,  one  foiid  leffon  of  wifdom  or  frugality, 
of  female  decorum,  or  amiable  referve  I 
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On  Female  Virtue, 


i  Timothy,  ii.  8,  9. 


I  will-— that  women  adorn  themfelves  with  Sobri • 

ety , 

A 

PLAIN  drefs  you  have  often  found  extremely 
pleaiing.  What.fuch  a  drefs  is  to  the  perfon  ;  that, 
and  much  more,  is  fobriety  to  the  mind.  Sobriety  is 
a  fort  of  fpiritua!  vedure  entirely  void  of  {how;  iub- 
itantial,  home-fpun,  and  hardy  ;  calculated  to  defend 
againfF the  injuries  of  the  world,  as  well  as  to  cover 
the  nakednefs  of  the  foul  ;  proper  to  be  worn  every 
day,  and  not  unfit  for  any  place  where  a  reafonable 
being  ought  to  appear;  perfectly  decent,  and,  to  a  ju¬ 
dicious  eye,  extremely  beautiful;  in  a  word,  fo  indif- 
penfable  and  becoming,  that  {he  who  is  without  it,  has 
been  ever  deemed,  by  the  virtuous  and  wife,  an  objefi 
of  deformity,  loathing,  and  wretchednefs.  Like  eve¬ 
ry  thing  elfe  of  greatett  value,  its  worth  is  bed  known 
by  its  iofs.  That  tins  quality,  which,  like  your  dailv 
clothing,  anfwers  fo  many  ufeful  and  neceffary  ends, 
ihouid,  like  that  too,  not  brike  the  generality  of  be¬ 
holders,  reflects,  in  my  opinion,  honour  on  your  fex. 
It  would  be  moreedeemed,  were  it  lefs  common.  And 
here  I  mult  complain  of  thole  men  who  will  allow  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  merit  to  a  woman  for  being  lober;  when,  if 
me  were  not,  they  would  condemn  her  loudly.  If  the 
vice  be  fcandaious,  can  the  virtue  fail  of  beinb  honour¬ 
able  P 
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To  argue  from  an  inflance  fomewhat  fimilar.  Re« 
caufe  dilobedience  to  parents  is  unnatural  and  vile^ 
does  it  follow,  that  fi,ial  piety  deferyes  little  or  no 
praife  ?  But  the  temptations  to  this  crime  are  ufually 
inconhderable,  frequently  none  at  all  ;  whereas  to  in¬ 
decorum,  intemperance,  and  incontinence,  it  is  certain 
many  women  are  under  ffrong  temptations  ;  it  is  alfo 
certain,  that  many  have  given  way  to  them  ;  it  is 
probable  there  are  but  few,  whofe  virtue,  in  thofe  par¬ 
ticulars,  has  not  been  expofed  to  very  dangerous  fnares  : 
yet  the  far  greater  part  preferve  it  entire  ;  and  {hall 
we  deny  them  our  tribute  of  approbation  P  Forbid  it 
generofitv  and  juRice  I 

The  fpeaking  with  contempt  of  what  is  commonly 
called  negative  virtue,  is  often  the  mere  rant  of  an  af- 
feBed  philofnphy.  To  make  fome  allowance  for  the 
condition  of  humanity,  were  furely  more  mode#.  and 
candid.  Where  does  he  live,  and  what  is  his  name, 
who  dares  be  confident,  that  in  any  given  circumflance 
of  critical  trial,  his  own  refolutions  would  remain  un- 
fhaken  ?  For  vice  and  immorality,  though  there  may 
be  alleviations,  there  can  be  no  excufe.  B.ui.yet,  on 
the  other  hand,  ft  mated  as  mortals  are,  a  moral  or  in- 
offenlive  conduB  is  fairly  entitled  to  commendation 
from  mortals,  \  our  fituation,  my  young  friends,  de¬ 
mands  much  candour  from  us,  and.  mighty  caution  in 
you. 

T  he  ornament  of  Sobriety,  which  comes  next  to  be 
confidered,  is  by  no  means  a  cheap  one.  But  though 
it  be  purchafed  with  difficulty,  it  is  i off,  with  eafe3 
To  preferve  it,  will  require  the  unremitted  exercife  of 
prudence,  vigilance,  and  fevere  circumipeBion  :  or, 
to  fpeak  more  proper  v,  thefe  are  parts  of  this  quality, 
which  in  effeB  is  of  a  mixed  and  comprehenfive  na¬ 
ture,  To  defcribe  it  at  large,  is  not  my  defign.  The 
attempt  would  lead  into  a  difculTion  much  too  dry  and 
unmterellmg.  If  pofhble,  I  would  engage  your  at¬ 
tention  to  truth,  and  your  hearts  to  goodnefs,  in  a 
different  wav  ;  by  fentiment,  perfuafion,  and  the  na¬ 
tive  influence  ©f  fraternal  counfel.  Come  then,  my 

'  fillers,. 
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filers,  and  harken  to  a  brother,  while  he  endeavours 
to  Ihow  you  on  one  fide  thofe  things  which  you  ought 
principally  to  Ihun,  in  order  to  die  maintaining  your  fo~ 
briety  ;  and  to  point  out  on  the  other  diat  pofitive 
difcipline,  which  mull  co-operate  for  this  purpofe.— - 
At  prefen t  we  can  only  undertake  the  former  of  thefe 
points.  But,  before  we  proceed  to  that,  let  me  defire 
you  to  take  notice  with  what  propriety  the  apoftle’s 
ideas  feem  to  rife  one  above  another.  He  begins  with 
that  which  is  moll  direftly  obvious,  and  the  very  firft 

Jsrecaution  to  be  obferved,  Modefty  of  Apparel,  Then 
le  mentions  lhamefacednefs  ;  which  though  fome- 
times  lefs  apparent,  yet  when  obferved,  cannot  fail  of 
recommendiug  itfelf  to  every  eye,  and  without  which,, 
decency  of  garb  is  mere  affectation.  Shamefacednefs,. 
as  he  has  ranked  it,  appears  like  a  kind  of  finer  cover¬ 
ing,  the  virgin  veil  of  Chaftity,  to  be  thrown  over  alL 
the  reft.  But  that  it  may  be  a  veil  in.  the  belt  fenfe,  a 
holy  veil,  and  no  mafk,  he  fubjpins  Sobriety,  as  the 
more  inward  habit  (fo  to  fpeak)  which  mull  fupport 
and  give  value  to  the  whole  ;  or,  to  drop  the  meta¬ 
phor,  as  that  internal  and  prevailing  chara&er,  by 
which  every  part  of  a  woman’s  drefs  and  demeanour 
mull  ever  be  regulated.  Now  to  cultivate  this  charac¬ 
ter,  it  is  of  infinite  confequence. 

In  the  firft  place,,  to  avoid  dangerous  connexions.  If 
that  be  not  done,,  what  is.  there  on  earth,  or  in  heaven,, 
that  can  fave  you  P  Of  miraculous  interpofition  I 
think  not  at  prefent.  She  can  have  no  right  to  exped 
it,  who  throws  herfelf  into  the  broad  way  of  temptation. 
"What  thofe  dangerous  connexions  are,  it  may  not  be 
always  eafy  to  explain,  when  it  becomes  a  queftion  in 
real  life.  Unhappily  for  young  women,  it  is  a  quef¬ 
tion  fom.etimes  of  very  nice  decifion.  Cafes  there  arc, 
in  which  nothing  can  be  clearer.  The  man  that  be~ 
haves  with  open  rudenefs,  the  man  that  avowedly 
laughs  at  virtue,  the  man  that  impudently  pleads  for 
vice  ;  fuch  a  man  is  to  be  fhunned  like  a  rattle-fnake. 
In  this  cafe,  u  The  woman  that  deliberates  is  loft.59 
What !  would  you  parley  with  the  deftroyer,  when 


lie  gives  you  warning  ?  Then  you  are  not  enfnaredf, 
you  knowingly  and  wilfully  expofe  yourfelves.  If 
you  be  poifoned,  if  you  be  loft  ;  your  folly  is  with¬ 
out  excufe,  and  your  defiru&ion  without  alleviation. 

But  in  this  manner  none  will  proceed,  except 
Wretches  alike  licentious  and  imprudent.  Of  artful 
men  the  approaches  will  be  filent  and  flow  ;  all  will 
be  foft  iniinuation  :  or  elfe  they  will  put  on  a  blunt 
face  of  feeming  good  humour,  the  appearance  of  honeft 
franknefs,  drawing  you  to  every  fcene  of  diftipation, 
with  a  kind  of  obliging  violence,  ftiould  violence  of 
any  kind  be  neceflary.  If  they  be  alfo  agreeable  in 
their  perfons,  or  lively  in  their  converfations  ;  above 
all,  if  they  wear  the  air  of  gentlemen,  which  unfortu~ 
nately  for  your  fex,  is  too  often  the  cafe  ;  then  indeed 
your  danger  is  extreme.  Thus  far  the  trap  is  conceal¬ 
ed.  You  apprehend  nothing;  your  unfufpe&ing 
hearts  begin  to  Aide  :  they  are  gone  before  you  are 
aware.  The  men  I  am  fpeaking  of  perceive  their  ad¬ 
vantage  the  moment  it  appears.  I  have  fuppofed 
them  deftitute  of  worth.  If  they  be  alfo  unchecked 
by  fear,  what  can  preferve  you  P  A  fenfe  of  reputa-^ 
tion  ?  the  dread  of  ruin  ?  Perhaps  they  may  ;  but  * 
perhaps  not.  They  have  often,  no  doubt,  come  in  to 
prevent  the  laft  excefs.  And,  but  for  fuch  reftraints, 
what  would  become  of  many  a  woman  who  is  not  un¬ 
der  that  beft  one,  religious  principle  ?  The  experi¬ 
ment,  however,  you  will  own,  is  hazardous.  Multi¬ 
tudes  have  trufled  to  it,  and  been  undone. 

But  do  thofe,  who  in  the  world’s  fenfe  are  not  un¬ 
done,  efcape,  think  ye,  unhurt  ;  unhurt  in  their  health 
and  fpirits,  in  their  ferenity  and  felf-enjoyment,  in 
their  fobriety  of  mind,  and  habits  of  felf-controul  ? 
You  cannot  think  it.  Very  feldom,  at  leaft,  can  you 
fuppofe,  that,  where  there  is  much  fenfibility  of  tem¬ 
per,  an  ill-placed  paftion  fhali  not  leave  behind  it,  in  a 
youthful  bread,  great  diforder,  and  deep  difquietude. 

But  how,  you  will  afk,  is  the  fnare  to  be  eluded^ 
bidden  as  it  frequently  is  ?  Not  fo  hidden  through- 
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out,  as  to  be  invifible,  unlefs  you  will  fhut  your  eyes. 
Is  it  not  your  bufinefs  to  enquire  into  the  chara&er  of 
the  man  that  profeffes  an  attachment  ?  Or  is  character 
nothing?  Is  there  no  eflential  difference  between  a 
man  of  decency  and  honour,  or  who  has  all  along  paff- 
ed  for  fuch,  and  a  man  who  is  known  to  lead  an  irreg¬ 
ular  life,  or  who  is  fufpefled  however,  to  be  the  fmilinp- 
foe  of  female  virtue?  May  you  not  learn,  if  you  pleafe! 
with  whom  the  perfon  in  queflion  aflociates  ?  Or  is  a 
man’s  choice  of  company  nothing  ?  If  not  refolved 
to  be  blind,  you  may  iurely  difcover  whether  fuch  a 
perfon  proceeds  by  little  and  little  to  take  off  the  vifor, 
and  appear  what  he  is,  by  loofe  fentiments,  indecent 
advances,  and  ambiguous  fly le,  an  alarming  aflurance, 
“foohfh  talking,  and  jelling  which  is  not  convenient,0 
‘ — I  blufh  for  numbers  of  your  fex,  who  not  only  ex- 
prefs  no  difpleafure  at  thefe  things,  but  by  a  loud 
laugh,  or  childifh  titter,  or  foolifli  fimper,  or  feme  oth¬ 
er  indication  of  a  light  mind,  (how  real  fatisfaftion, 
perhaps,  high  complacence. 

Another  thing,  no  lefs  abominable,  I  cannot  forbear 
to  mention.  How  common  is  it  to  fee  yonng  ladies, 
who  pafs  for  women  of  reputation,  admitting  into  their 
company  in  public  places,  and  with  vi fible^  tokens  of 
civility  and  pleafure.  men,  whom  the  moment  before, 
they  faw  herding  with  creatures  of  infamous  name* 
Gracious  God,  what  a  defiance  to  the  laws  of  piety, 
prudence,  charaaer,  decorum!  What  an  inful t,  in  ef- 
fea,  to  every  man  and  woman  of  virtue  in  the  world  ! 
What  a  palpable  encouragement  to  vice  and  dishonour  l 
hat  a  defperate  attempt  to  pull  down,  in  appearance, 
and  with  their  own  hands,  the  only  partition  that  di¬ 
vides  them  from  the  moll  profligate  of  their  fex  !  Be¬ 
tween  the  bold  and  the  abandoned  woman,  there  may 
fill!  remain,  notwithflanding  fuch  behaviour,  a  diflinc- 
fion  in  the  world  s  eye:  but  we  fcruple  not  to  declare, 
that  religion,  purity,  delicacy,  make  none - 

To  return  from  this  digreflion,  if  it  be  one,  we  will 
allow  it  poflible  to  put  cafes  wherein  no  particular  rules 
ofdifeovery,  no  determinate  modes  of  judgment,  will 

enable 


enable  a  young  woman,  by  her  own  unafiifled  (kill,  to 
difcern  she  dangers  (hat  lie  in  her  way.  But  can  & 
young  woman  be  juftly  excufed,  or  can  (he  fairly  ex- 
cufe  herfelr,  if,  where  all  is  at  flake,  die  call  not  in  the 
joint  aid  of  wife  fufpicion,  friendly  counfel,  a  id  grave 
experience,  together  with  prayers  for  God’s  prote&ion, 
more  than  ordinarily  fervent  ? 

But,  methinks,  1  hear  fome  of  you  afk,  with  art 
air  of  earned  curicfiry,  Do  not  reformed  libertines  then 
make  thebefl  hufba  .ds  ?  I  am  forry  for  the  quedion. 

I  am  doubly  forry,  whenever  it  is  darted  by  a  virtu¬ 
ous  woman.  I  will  not  wound  the  ear  of  modefly  by 
drawing  minutely  the  charafter  of  a  libertine  :  bm  give 
me  leave  to  anfwer  your  enquiry,  by  afking  a  queftiqn  . 
or  two  in  my  (urn.  In  the  firft  place,  we  will  fuppofe 
fuch  a  one  really  reformed,  fo  far  as  to  treat  the  woman 
he  marries  with  efleem  and  fidelity  ;  and  that  he  gives 
up  for  ever  his  old  companions,  at  lead,  as  to  any 
chofen  intimacy,  or  preference  of  their  company  to 
hers.  We  grant  it  pcflible  ;  v/e  rejoice  When  it 
happens.  It  is  certainly  the  belt  atonement  that  can 
be  made  for  his  former  condufL  But,  now  let  me  afk 
you,  or  rather,  let  me  defire  you  to  afk  your  own  hearts, 
without  any  regard  to  the  opinions  of  the  world,  which 
is  mofl  defirable  on  the  fcore  of  fentiment,  on  the  fcore 
of  that  refpeff  which  you  owe  to  yourfelves,  to  your 
friends,  to  your  fex,  to  order,  rectitude,  and  honour  *, 
the  pure  unexhaufled  affettion  of  a  m^n  who  has  not, 
by  intemperance  and  debauchery  corrupted  his  princi¬ 
ples,  impaired  his  conditution,  endaved  himfelf  to  ap¬ 
petite,  fubmitted  to  fhare  with  the  viled  and  lowed  of 
mankind,  the  Mercenary  embraces  of  harlots,  contri¬ 
buted  to  embolden  guilt,  to  harden  vice,  to  render  the 
retreat  from  a  life  of  fcandal  and  mifery  more  hope  left  ; 
who  never  laid  fnarcs  for  beauty,  never  betrayed  the 
innocence  that  trufted  him,  never  abandoned  any  fond, 
creature  to  want  and  difpair,  never  hurt  the  reputation 
of  a  woman,  never  didurbed  the  peace  of  families,  or 
defied  the  laws  of  his  country,  or  fet  at  nought  the 
prohibition  of  his  God  which  I  fay,  is  mod  defira- 

ble> 
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ble,  the  affeftion  of  fuch  a  man,  or  that  of  him  who 
has  probably  done  all  this,  who  has  certainly  done  a 
great  part  of  it,  and  who  has  nothing  now  to  olferyou, 
out  the  fhattered  remains  of  his  health,  and  of  his 
heart  ?  How  any  of  you  may  feel  on  this  fubjeft,  I 
cannot  fay.  But  if,  judging  as  a  man,  I  believed, 
what  I  have  often  heard,  that  the  generality  of  women 
would  prefer  the  latter,  I  know  not  any  thing  that 
could  fink  them  fo  low  in  my  edeem. 

That  he  who  has  been  formerly  a  rake  may,  after  all, 
prove  a  very  tolerable  hufband,  as  the  world  goes,  I 
have  faid  already,  that  I  do  not  difpute.  But,  I 
would  alk  in  the  next  place,  is  this  commonly  to  be 
expe&ed  ?  Is  there  no  danger  that  fuch  a  man  will  be 
tempted  by  the  power  of  long  habit  to  return  to  his  old 
ways  ;  or*  that  the  infatiable  love  of  variety,  which  he 
has  indulged  fo  freely,  will,  fome  time  or  other,  lead 
him  adray,  from  the  fined  woman  in  the  world  ?  Will 
not  the  very  idea  of  a  refiraint,  which  he  could  never 
brook  while  fingle,  make  him  only  the  more  impatient 
of  it  when  married  ?  Will  he  have  the  better  opinion 
of  his  wife’s  virtue,  that  he  has  converfed,  chiefly, 
with  women  who  had  none,  and  with  men  araongft 
whom  it  was  a  favourite  fyllem,  that  the  fex  are  all 
alike  ?  But  it  is  a  painful  topic.  Let  the  women  who 
are  fo  conne&ed  make  the  bed  of  their  condition 
and  let  us  go  on  to  fomething  elfe.  If  you  my  ho¬ 
noured  hearers,  would  preierve  your  fobriety,  1  would 
warn  you, 

In  the  fecond  place,  againd  a  diffipated  life  ;  into 
which  many,  who,  I  verily  believe,  have  no  ill  inten¬ 
tions.  are  unhappily  drawn  by  one  engagement  or  an¬ 
other.  Youth,  fprightlipels,  the  love  of  lociety,  tne 
love  of  fhining,  (the  lad  particularly  ftrong  in  minds 
where  imagination  predominates,')  joined  with  a  tade 
for  amufernent,  which  the  circumlcribed  lituation  of 
the  lex  ferves,  perhaps,  only  to  increafe, — all  thefc 
put  together  lead  them,  very  readily,  into  fuch  a  track; 
moll  efpecialiy  if  their  education  has  lain  in  that  line, 
or,  if  their  connexions,  whether  natural  or  accidental, 

have 
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have  concurred  to  (lengthen  the  bias.  But.  how  in- 
nocent  foever  it  may  be  in  the  firft  inflance,  who  does 

..  |kn°T’  that  1"  Us  afler-confequences,  it  is  often,  to 
the  laft  degree,  hurtful  ?  5 

«nPreVt  n0t  man!.fe%  breed  an  impatience  of  home, 

^ratified  1°  “>  r3ther  tba"  ««  be 

g  a  tfied,  fhall  balk  the  moll  important  duties,  and 

j;  n,  he.  moft  lmProP«  company  P  Does  it  not  tend 
threaiy  to  expenfe  and  profufion  ?  Does  it  not  una¬ 
voidably  chenfli  the  paffion  for  idlenefs  and  fauntering, 

lv,n°a?  N1  W'thf  eVfy  thi"g  Mi d,  ufeful,  and  im- 
L  ri6  k  ^  u  IO /pcaK  now  of  ihe  prejudice  done  by 
fnrh  he  he?llb  and  c°nft"ution  ;  is  fuch  a  temper,  an^ 
i  ?  un,1  agreeable  to  the  great  rules  of  modera- 
?•’ ;  .M  ll!  ‘bat  "jmd  be  acquainted  with  wifdom, 
which  ,s  averfe  to  thought  P  Will  felf-government  be 
her  lludy,  who  flies  from  felf-mfpeftion  p  Can  relie- 
ion  or  virtue  hope  to  make  any  lading  impreffion  on  a 
ipim,  that  by  perpetual  agnation  is  wrought  up  into 
mere  froth  ?  What  imaginable  folly  is  there  that  may 
Ot  find  its  Way  into  a  heart,  like  (he  garden  of  the 
5  thrown  open  to  every  incurfion  P  If  your 
mornings  be  fpem  in  ramblingan'd  drefling,  your  even- 
mgs  invifus  and  cards,  or  public  entertainments;  if 
this  be  the  general  tenor  of  your  tranfaftions,  on  which 
trie,  I  befeech  you,  can  ihe  balance  be  expefttd  to  lie 
at  the  bottom  of  the  account  ? 

But  that,  perhaps,  is  not  your  care.  “  What  have 
the  young  and  the  gay  to  do,  but  to  divert  themfelves  ?'» 
-ndeed  ?  Were  you  fent  into  this  world  for  no  other 
purpofe  .  Do  you  defign  to  apply  to  nothing  feriotts  ? 

’  certainly,  when  we  are  fettled  and  have  fami- 
tes.  But  pray,  tell  me  :  To  aft  your  parts  proper- 
>y  then,  is  there  no  preparation  neceffary  now?  Is 
roving  about  continually  the  way  to  grow  either  fond 
of  domeffic  employments  or  fit  for  them?  Will  ree¬ 
lecting  the  leiier  affairs  committed  to  you  at  prefen f 

dtfpofe  or  qualify  you  for  a  larger  fphere  of  aftivttv 
hereafter  ?  7 

But 
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But  have  we  not  often  feen  young  women,  that  were 
fhoughtlefs  and  profufe,  turn  out  very  prudent  and 

economical  w*ves  ?  We  have  ;  and  what  then  ? 

Yl  ou!d  you  build  a  fyflem  of  afiionson  events  fopre- 
caiious  and  unlikely  ?  Bccaufe,  by  thefofc'e  of  genius, 
ora  feucity  or  circumflances,  boys. who  were  good  for 
nlLe  or  nothing  at  fchool,  have  not  unfrcqiiently,  in 
piocefs  of  time,  fhot  up  into  men  of  ability  or  (pint, 
Would  you  thence  infer,  that  youth  may  fafely  trifle, 
away  their  early  years  ? 

But  it  is  certain,  after  all,  that  you  are  to  change 
your  hate,  as  Well  as  your  char  after?  Will  the  train 
°  we  are  confidering,  recommend  you  much  to 

young  men  ?  I  have  converfed  with  many  of  them  oh 

T  c  j  i  i  te'l  you  their  opinions  ?  Some, 

,  n  v>oldd  like  a  fprightly  companion  in  marriage 
imt  none  a  cl  iff  pa  ted  one;  and  all  of  them,  to  a  man, 
oread  a  woman  of  expen  fe.  I  fay  not  that  it  is  riohf 
m  this  cafe  to  count  the  toft  too  nicely  ;  but  men  that 
are  not  very  violent  lovers,  or  very  great  fools,  will 
not  overlook  it  Our  fex,  of  late  years,  have  been 
'  Uanf  thought  more  backward  than  formerly  to  en~ 
ter  mto  the  holy  bands  of  wedlock  ;  ahd  what  I  hint 
at  has  been  afligned  as  a  principal  eaufe 

it  is  too  common,  I  confefs,  to  hear  thole  whohawe 
oesn  add'ded  to  vagrant  pleafures,  and  vain  profufiotr, 
plead  the  final, nefs  of  tlieir  fortunes  as  an  excufe  for 
not  marrying;  when,  if  they  conncfted  themfelves 
w.th  women  of  fobnety  and  difcrelion,  it  is,  perhaps, 
demonllrable,  that  they  would  live  cheaper!  But 
•v  a  ,  .ay  t  ey,  if,  hoping  to  find  a  hdp.meet,we  fhould 
Wed  our  rumP  I  anfwer  them,  Choofe  the  better, 
-hall  I  give  you  their  reply  ?  ‘The  ladies  ofihepref- 

Se  rift-  3re  lmm°dtratel>'  expenfive’.— You  mayguefs 


guage. 

who, 


But  it  is  not  only  fuch  men  that  fpeak  this  lan 

S  arC  °[  a,d‘fferent  charafler  not  a  few,  wno, 
ongly  attached  to  the  worthier  part  of  the  fex,  wifli 

»  r3°,  lnS  °  muc^  as  honourable  connexion  with 

are  drained  by  the  very  confideration  ih 
^  queftio^. 
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queftioh.  We  would  willingly  convince  them,  that 
they  carry  it  too  far*  *1  hey  appeal  to  fafts,  and  per- 
fift'in  the  argument.  We  are  weary  of  the  difpute. 
It  is  inconceiveable  what  frivolous  articles  of  parade 
are  infilled  on  by  fonie  women,  of  whom  belter  things 
might  be  expe&ed.  Rut  rivalfhip  in  (how  is  the  ruling 
paffion  of  the  times  ;  and  how  much  is  it  nourifhed  by 
diflipation  ! 

I  cannot  leave  this  point  without  obferving,  that  one 
of  the  word  confequences  attending  fuch  a  ccurfe  is  its 
throwing  many  young  ladies  into  the  company  of  wo¬ 
men,  who,  with  the  general  reputation  of  virtue,  or  un¬ 
der  the  particular  (belter  of  matrimony,  are  often  the 
very  cjuinteffence  of  vice  ;  a  fet  of  fmooth  pernicious 
tempters,  like  Satan  to  Eve,  winding  themfelves  by 
flattery,  into  the  hearts  of  thofe  her  heedlefs  daughters, 
defcanting  on  their  beauty,  perfections,  profpeCls,  and 
I  know  not  what;  ftrft  exciting,  and  then  gratifying 
their  youthful  curiofity,  with  fuch  fuggeflions,  and 
fuch  tales,  as  fet  their  fancies  all  on  fire  :  by  which 
any  little  (IruCture  of  m oddly,  that  nature  and  educa¬ 
tion  mav  have  raifed,  is  confumed  in  a  moment. 
Which  contribute  moll  to  their  fall  from  innocence, 
thofe  (lie  ferper.ts,  or  the  male  ones  mentioned  before  ? 
I  will  net  determine  ;  but  remember,  I  have  warned 
you  againfl  both. 

Permit  me  farther,  on  this  occafton,  juft  to  remind 
you  of  poor  Dinah.  Secure  as  you  may  think  your- 
feives,  none  of  you,  I  fuppofe,  have  been  trained  more 
virtuoufty  than,  it  is  probable,  (he  was  under  the  eye 
of  a  pious  father.  But,  alas !  the  fpirit  of  wandering, 
feized  her.  “She  went  forth  to  fee  the  daughters  of 
the  land.”  She  met  a  betrayer,  and  loft  her  honour. 
But  I.  proceed, 

fn  fhe  third  place,  to  caution  you  againfl  that  fata* 
poifon  to  virtue,  which  is  conveyed  by  profligate,  and 
by  improper  books. 

When  entertainment  is  made  the  vehicle  of  i direc¬ 
tion,  nothing  furely  can  be  more  harmlefs,  agreeable,^ 

or  ufeful.  To  prohibit  young  minds  the  perufal  of 
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a-ny  writings,  where  wifdom  addreffes  the  affe&ions  in 
the  language  of  the  imagination,  may  be  fometimes 
well  meant,  but  mull  be  always  injudicious.  Some 
fuch  writings  undoubtedly  there  are  ;  the  offsprings  of 
real  genius,  enlightened  by  knowledge  of  the  world, 
and  prompted,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  by  zeal  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  youth. 

Happy  indeed,  beyond  the  vulgar  ftory-teliing  tribe,, 
and  highly  to  be  prailed,  is  be  who,  to  fine  fentibilities, 
and  a  lively  fancy,  fuperadding  clear  and  comprehen- 
five  views  of  men  and  manners,  writes  to  the  heart 
with  fimpiicity  and  chaftenefs,  through  a  feries  of  ad¬ 
ventures  well  conducted,  and  relating,  chiefly,  to  fcenes 
in  ordinary  life  ;  where  the  folid  joys  of  virtue,  and  her 
facred  forrows,  are  flrongly  contrailed  with  the  hollow- 
nefs  and  the  horrors  of  vice;  where,  by  little  and  un¬ 
expected,  yet  natural  incidents  of  the  tender  and  dornef- 
tic  kind,  fo  peculiarly  fitted  to  touch  the  foul,  the  mo  ft 
important  leffons  are  imprelfed,  and  the  moll  generous 
fen  time  nts  awakened  ;  where,  to  fay  no  more,  cl  iff  refs 
occalioned  often  by  indifcretions,  confident  with  many 
degrees  of  worth,  yet  clouding  it  for  the  time,  is  work¬ 
ed  up  into  a  ftqrm,  fuch  as  to  call  forth  the  principles 
of  fortitude  and  wifdom,  confirming  and  brightening 
them  by  that  exertion  till  at  length  the  burfling  tern- 
peft  is  totally,  or  in  a  great  meafure  difpelled,  fo  that 
the  hitherto  fufpended  and  agitated  reader  is  either  re¬ 
lieved  entirely,  and  delighted  even  to  tranfport,  or  has 
left  upon  his  mind  at  the  conclufion  a  mixture  of  vir¬ 
tuous  fadnefs,  which  ferves  to  fallen  the  moral  deeper, 
and  to  produce  an  unufuai  fobriety  in  all  his  paflions. 

Among  the  few  works  of  this  kind  which  I  have 
feen,  I  cannot  but  look  on  thofe  of  Mr.  Richardfon 
as  well  entitled  to  the  firft  rank  ;  an  author,  of  whom 
an  indifputable  judge  has  with  equal  truth  and  energy 
pronounced,  6(  that  he  taught  the  palfions  to  move  at 
the  command  of  reafop  I  will  venture  to  add,  an 
author,  to  whom  your  fex  are  under  fingular  obliga¬ 
tions  for  his  uncommon  attention  to  their  beft  inter¬ 
mits  ;  but  particularly  for  prefenting,  in  a  charafler 
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fn  flamed  throughout  with  inexpreffible  pathos  and  del¬ 
icacy,  the  mod  exalted  ftandard  of  female  excellence 
that  was  ever  held  up  to  their  imitation.  I  would  he 
underflood  to  except  that  part  of  ClarifTa's  conduft, 
which  the  author  meant  to  exhibit  as  exceptionable. 
Setting  this  a  fide,  we  find  in  her  chara&er  a  beauty,  a. 
fweetnels,  an  artleffnefs — what  fiiall  I  fay  more  ?~a 
ianfhty  of  fentiment  and  manner,  which,  I  own  for 
my  part,  I  have  never  feen  equalled  in  any  book  of 
that  fort  ;  yet  inch,  at  the  fame  time,  as  appears  no 

way  imprafhcahle  for  ^ny  woman  who  is  ambitious  of 
excelling. 

Befide  the  beautiful  produflions  of  that  incompara¬ 
ble  pen,  there  feem  to  me  to  be  very  few.  in  the  fly le 
of  novel,  that  you  can  read  with  fafety,  and  yet  fewer 
that  you  can  read  with  advantage.  — Whatfhall  we  fay 
of  certain  books,  which  we  are  afTured,  (for  we  have 
not  read  them)  are  in  their  nature  fo  fhamefui,  in  their 
tendency  fo  peftiferous,  and  contain  fuch  rank  treafon 
again  ft  tne  royalty  of  Virtue,  fuch  horrible  violation  of 
ad  decorum,  that  fhe  who  can  bear  toperufe  them  mult 
in  her  foul  be  a  proftitute,  let  her  reputation  in  life  be 
what  it  will.  But  can  it  be  true — fay,  ye  chafte  ftars, 
that  with  innumerable  eyes  infpeff  the  midnight  beha¬ 
viour  of  mortals — -can  it  be  true,  that  any  young  wo¬ 
man,  pretending  to  decency,  fhould  endure,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  to  look  on  this  infernal  brood  of  futility  and  lewd- 
nefs. 

Nor  do  we  condemn  thofe  writings  only,  that,  with 
an  affrontery  which  defies  the  laws  of  God  and  men, 
carry  on  their  very  forehead  the  mark  of  the  beaft.  Wq 
confider  the  general  run  of  Novels  as  utterly  unfit  for 
you.  Inftruftion  they  convey  none.  They  paint 
fcenes  of  pleafure  and  paffion  altogether  improper  for 
you  to  behold,  even  with  the  mind’s  eye.  Theirdef- 
criptions  are  often  loofe  and  iufcious  in  a  high  degree  ; 
their  reprefentations  of  love,  between  the  fexes,  are 
almoft  univerfally  overftrained.  All  is  dotage,  ordef- 
pair;  or  elfe  ranting  {welled  into  burlefque.  In  fhort, 
t,he  majority  of  their  lovers  are  either  mere  lunatics,  or, 
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mock-heroes.  A  fweet  fenfibility,  a  charming  tender- 
ne(s,  a  delightful  anguifh,  exalted  generofity,  heroic 
worth,  and  refinement  of  thought  ;  how  feldom  are 
thefe  bell  ingredients  of  virtuous  love  mixed  with  any 
judgment  or  care  in  the  compofition  of  their  principal 
characters  ! 

In  the  Old  Romance  the  paffion  appeared  with  all 
its  enthufiafm.  But  then  it  was  the  enthufiafm  of 
honour  ;  for  love  and  honour  were  there  the  fame.  The 
men  were  fincere,  magnanimous,  and  noble  ;  the  women 
were  patterns  of  chaftity,  dignity  and  affe&ion.  They 
were  only  to  be  won  by  real  heroes;  and  this  title  was 
founded  in  prote&ing,  not  in  betraying,  the  fex.  The 
proper  merit  with  them  confided  in  the  difplay  of  dif~ 
interefted  goodnefs,  undaunted  fortitude,  and  unaltera¬ 
ble  fidelity.  The  turn  of  thofe  books  was  influenced 
by  the  genius  of  the  times  in  which  they  were  compof- 
ed  :  as  that,  on  the  other  hand,  was  nourifhed  by  them. 
The  characters  they  drew,  were,  no  doubt,  often  heigh¬ 
tened  beyond  nature  ;  and  the  incidents  they  related, 
it  is  certain,  were  commonly  blended  with  the  moil 
ridiculous  extravagance.  At  prefent;  however,  I  be¬ 
lieve  they  may  be  read  with  perfeCf  fafety,  if  indeed 
there  be  any  who  choofe  to  look  into  them. 

The  times  in  which  we  live  are  in  no  danger  of  a- 
dopting  a  fyflem  of  romantic  virtue.  The  parents  of 
the  prefent  generation,  what  with  felling  their  fons  and 
daughters  in  marriage,  and  what  with  teaching  them, 
by  every  poffihle  means,  the  glorious  principles  of 
Avarice,  have  contrived  pretty  effeftually  to  bringdown 
from  its  former  flights,  that  idle,  youthful,  unprofitable 
paffion,  which  has,  for  its  objett,  per fo rial  attractions, 
in  preference  to.  ail- the  wealth  of  the  world.  With  the 
fuccefsful  endeavours  of  thofe  profoundly  politic  pa¬ 
rents,  the  levity  of  diflipation,  the  vanity  of  parade,  and 
the  fury  of  gaming,  now  fo  prevalent,  have  concurred 
to  cure  completely,  in  the  fafbionable  of  both  faxes, 
any  tendency  to  mutual  fondue fs, 

W7har  has  a  modifli  young  gentleman  to  do  with 
thole  antiquated  notions  of  ^gallantry,  that  were  con- 
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netted  with  veneration  for  female  excellence,  invincible 
honour,  and  unfpotted  fame?  Is  it  not  enough  for 
him,  if  he  intend  to  hr  ike  the  matrimonial  bargain, 
that,  by  himfelf,  or  an  old  cunning  father,  he  can  drive 
a  good  one,  to  get  poffefiion  of  lome  woman  whole 
fortune,  joined  to  his  own,  if  any  he  have,  (hall  ena¬ 
ble  him  to  glitter  in  public,  and  in  private  to  gratify 
other  favourite  inclinations  more  freely?  Provided 
thefe  grand  points  are  gained  in  the  perfon  he  thus 
traffics  for  to  be  the  partner  of  his  life,  what  fignifies 
her  appearance,  her  underhanding,  or  her  charatter  ? 
And  thofe  Fine  Ladies,  who  feek  ‘Conqueft  only  for 
ihow,  too  well  inhrutted  in  the  fuperior  confequence 
of  that  to  put  any  value  on  fo  fimplea  thing  as  a  Heart, 
merely  for  its  own  fake  ;  what  elfe  have  they  to  mind- 
but  fecuring,  by  whatever  arts,  fuch  fettlements  as  hiaii 
place  them,  when  married,  on  a  level  with  their  com¬ 
panions,  or,  if  poffible,  above  them,  in  the  all-impor-  . 
tarit  articles  of  gaiety  and  fplendor  ?  As  to  men’s  haz¬ 
arding  any  thing  in  the  defence  of  girls-  who  may  take 
it  into  their  heads  to  think  of  reputation,  delicacy,  fen- 
tirnent,  and  other  fuch  exploded  ideas,  what  can  be  f» 
loohffi  ?— although,  to  hazard  their  lives  in  a  drunken- 
quarrel  for  a  proilitute,  might,  perhaps,  be  braved 
That  in  fo  polite  an  age  the  elevations  of  love,  the 
fanttity  of  truth,  and  the  majehy  of  virtue,  fhould  pal's- 
for  knight-errantry,,  cannot  be  furprifing  ;  nor  is  it  any 
wonder,  that  the  very  bell  things,  in  the  productions 
iah  mentioned,  ffiould  be  no  way  tnterefling  to  a  mod¬ 
ern  reader,  whofe  talie  and  manners  are  formed  on 
ilandards  far  different.  Seme,  however,  may  not  be* 
difplealecl  to  hear  the  opinion  of  no.  lets. a  judge  than 
Milton  concerning  them,.  It-feems.  they  were  one  of 
ins  eaily  flud  les,  and  that  on  amoral  account.  As  his 
words  to  this  purpofe  are  remarkable,  and  not  much 
known,  I  ill  a  1 1  take  the  liberty  to  quote  part  of  them. 
••I  betook  me  among  thole  lofty  fables  and  romances, 
which  recount  in  fclernn  cantos,  the  deeds  of  knight¬ 
hood  founded  by  our  vittorious  kings,  and  from  hence 
Ltd  in  renown  over  all  Chriilendom,  There  I  read  it 
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in  the  oath  of  every  knight,  that  he  fhould  defend,  to 
the  expenfe  of  his  blood,  or  of  his  life,  if  it  fo  befel 
him,  the  honour  and  chadity  of  virgin  or  matron* 
from  whence  even  then  1  learnt,  what  a  noble  virtue 
chadity  lure  mull  be,  to  the  defence  of  which  fomany 
worthies,  by  fuch  a  dear  adventure  of  themfelves,  had 
fworn.  And  if  I  found  in  the  dory  afterwards  any  of 
them,  by  word  or  deed,  breaking  that  oath,  I  judged  it 
the  lame  fault  of  the  poet  as  that  which  is  attributed 
to  Homer,  to  have  written  undecent  things  of  the 
Gods.  Only  this  my  mind  gave  me,  that  every  free 
and  gentle  fpirit,  without  that  oath,  ought  to  be  born 
a  knight,  nor  needed  to  expeft  the  gilt  fpur,  or  the 
laying  of  a  Iword  upon  his  fhoulder,  to  dir  him  up, 
both  by  his  council  and  his  arm,  to  fecure  and  protefb 
the  weaknefs  of  any  attempted  chaility. 33 

f  o  come  back  to  the  fpecies  of  writing  which  fo 
many  young  women  are  apt  to  doat  upon,  the  offspring 
of  our  prefent  novelilts,  i  mean  the  greater  part  ;  with 
whom  we  rnay  join  the  common  herd  of  play-writers. 
Befide  the  remarks  already  made  on  the  former,  is  k 
not  manifed  with  refpecl  to  both,  that  fuch  books  lead 
to  a  falfe  talfe  of  life  and  happinefs ;  ‘  that  they  repre- 
fent  vices  as  frailties,  and  frailties  as  virtues  ;  that  They 
engender  notions  of  love,  unfpeakabiy  perverting  and 
inflammatory  ;  that  they  overlook  in  a  great  meafure, 
the  linefl  part  of  the  palfion,  which  one  would  fufpeff 
the  authors  had  never  experienced  ;  that  they  turn  it 
mod  commonly,  into  an  affair  of  wicked  or  of  frivo¬ 
lous  gallantry  ;  that,  on  many  occafions,  they  take  off 
from  the  word  crimes  committed  in  the  profecution  of 
it,  the  horror  which  ought  ever  to  follow  them  ;  on 
fome  occafions  aclually  reward  thole  very  crimes,  and 
aimed  on  all  leave  the  femaie  readers  with  this  perfua- 
lion  at  bed,  that  it  is  their  bufinefs  to  get  hulbands  at 
any  rate,  and  by  whatever  means  ?  Add  to  the  account 
that  repentance  for  the  fouled  injuries  which  can  be 
done  the  fex,  is  generally  reprefented  as  the  pang,  or 
rather  the  dart,  of  a  moment  ;  and  holy  wedlock  con¬ 
verted  into  a  iponge,  to  wipe  out  at  a  dngie  broke, 
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overy  {lain  of  guilt  and  diflionor,  which  it  was  poflible 

for  the  hero  of  the  piece  to  contraft. - -Is  this  a  kind 

of  reading  calculated  to  improve  the  principles,  or  pre¬ 
serve  the  Sobriety,  of  female  minds  ?  How  much  are 
thole  young  women  to  be  pitied,  that  have  no  wife 
parents  or  faithful  tutors  to  direft  them  in  relation  to 
the  books  which  are,  or  which  are  not  fitfor  them  to  read  ! 
How  much  are  thofe  parents  and  tutors  to  be  commend¬ 
ed,  who,  with  particular  folicitude,  watch  ©ver  them  in 
io  important  a  concern  ! 

I  conclude  with  faying,  that  the  fubjeff  of  this  dif~ 
courfe  has  unavoidably  fuggefted  fome  ideas,  which 
had  we  not  undertaken  to  addrefs  young  women  at 
large,  we  ihoutd  have  certainly  fupprefled  for  the  fake 
of  more  model!  natures,  who  we  would  not  willingly 
pain,  no  not  for  a  moment.  But  fuch,  we  hope,  will 
be  candid  enough  to  excufe  us,  if,  by  throwing  out  to 
others  what  to  them  would  have  been  unnecefl'ary,  we 
may  be  happily  inllrumental  in  refcuing,  were  it  but 
one  of  their  fex,  from  the  flavery  of  vice,  or  defend- 
inga  (ingle  innocent  from  its  fnares* 
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On  Female  Virtue,  Friendship' 
and  Conversation. 


i  Timothy,  ii.  8,  9. 

I  will — that  women  adorn  themfelves  with  Sobriety , 

Col.  iv«  6 

Let  your  Speech  be  always  with  Grace ,  JeaJoned 

with  Salt , 

c  . 

OHE,my  fitters,  that  would  keep  her  garments  clean, 
mutt  be  careful  to  avoid  whatever  might  defile  them. 
'I  his  is  true  in  a  moral  no  lefs  than  in  a  natural  fenfe. 
But  as  there  are  parts  of  your  apparel,  which,  without 
having  received  any  fouler  ftain,  do  yet  require  fre¬ 
quent  wafhing  ;  in  like  manner,  fuppofing  you  ever  fo 
cautious  to  ‘‘efcape  the  pollutions  of  the  world,5’  there 
is  yet  an  aftual  purification  requifite  to  preferve  the 
whitenefs  and  luttre  of  your  minds  and  manners,  or 
that  Chrijlian  Sobriety  enjoined  by  our  apottle.  In 
other  words,  there  is  a  pofitive  difcipline  to  be  praflif- 
ed,  as  well  as  the  negative  part  already  explained. 

Be  not  alarmed  at  the  name  of  Difcipline.  In 
what  we  are  going  to  propofe,  you  will  find  nothing 
forbidding  and  harfh.  We  do  not,  you  may  believe, 
wifh  to  fee  you  cut  off  from  the  friendly  intercourfe 
and  innocent  delights  of  fociety,  confined  in  convents, 
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as  millions  of  your  fex  moll  unnaturally  are  in  Popifft 
countries,  and  there  condemned  to  the  idle,  yet  fatigu¬ 
ing  talk  of  a  devotion  unreafonable  in  many  refpe&s, 
uninterefling  in  moll,  feeble  for  want  of  temptation, 
vifionaty  and  dry  at  the  fame  time.  The  genuine  in¬ 
tention  of  Piety  was  certainly  to  make  its  difciples 
amiable.,  ufeful,  and  happy  ;  to  give  fohdity  to  every 
virtue^  and  grace  to  every  relation  of  human  life.  Is 
it  pohrble  to  reflefl  on  the  prodigious  multitudes  of 
women  Ihut  up  in  thofe  dens  of  fuperftition  without 
feeling  horror  at  a  religion,  which,  under  the  guife  of 
fuperior  fan£lity,  facrdices  to  hopelefs  Solitude,  fre¬ 
quently  in  ail  the  flower  of  youth  and  beauty,  fuch 
Cvarms  of  heiplefs  beings;  who,  had  they  remained  in 
tne  world,  might  have  been  the  ornament  of  their  own 
lex,  the  delight  of  ours,  the  mothers  of  a  numerous 
race,  and  bleifings  to  every  country  where  they  dwell  ? 

Or  the  colours  with  which  this  cruel  pradlice  is  dif- 
guifed  by  the  Church  of  Rome,  we  are  not  ignorant  : 
ana,  we  can  even  conceive,  that  the  prepoffelftons  of 
art,  and  the  foftenings  of  habit,  their  commerce  with 
one  another,  their  employments  in  their  prifon,  and 
often,  I  doubt  not,  the  ardour  of  a  well-meaning, 
though  much  miftaken  zeal  ;  that  all  thef'e  have  the 
power  to  reconcile  many  of  them  to  a  Rate,  otherwife 
gloomy  beyond  exprefiion.  But  what  fhali  be  faid  for 
the  fituation  of  the  reft?  and  what  can  juftify  the  fla¬ 
grant  oppoftticn  of  fuch  a  fyftem  to  the  facred  laws  of 
ibcial  duty,  and  the  truly  benevolent,  joyful,  and  ac¬ 
tive  fpirit  of  the  religion  of  Jefus,  as  taught  and  ex¬ 
emplified  by  himfelf  and  his  apoftles. 

But  to  proceed  in  our  plan.  From  dengerous  con¬ 
nexions,  from  a  diflipated  life,  and  from  books  of  a 
corrupting  tendency,  we  attempted  to  put  you  upon 
your  guard,  in  our  laft  difcouife.  In  the  prefent  we 
will  endeavour  to  point  out  that  Society  or  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  in  fome  following  ones  thofe  Talents  or  Ac- 
complifhments,  which  will  contribute,  at  once,  to  for¬ 
tify  you  againft  fuch  fnares,  if  they  fhould  fall  in  your 
way  ;  to  fubdue  any  propenfities  that  might  expofe 

you 
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you  too  raftily  to  their  influence;  to  ftrengtben  all 
your  virtuous  refolves  ;  and  to  fupply  inexhaufled 
fources  of  folid,  rational,  and  relined  entertainment. 

As  to  the  converfation  which  you  ought,  with  thefe 
views,  to  cultivate,  it  may  be  proper, 

Firft  of  all,  to  fay  fomewhat  concerning  thofe  Early 
Friendfhips  with  one  another,  that  ufualiy  lead  you  to 
the  raoft  intimate  communications,  I  take  it  for  grant¬ 
ed,  there  is  no  young  woman  who  has,  or  wifhes  not 
to  have,  a  companion  of  her  own  fex,  to  whom  fhe 
may  unbofom  herfelf  on  every  occafion.  That  there 
are  women  capable  of  friendfhip  with  Women,  I  can¬ 
not,  for  my  part,  quelhon  in  the  lead,  I  have  feen 
indubitable  proofs  of  it,  and  thofe  carried  as  far  as 
feemed  compatible  with  the  imperfections  of  our  com¬ 
mon  nature.  I  know  it  is  queftioned  by  many  men  ; 
while  others  believe,  that  it  happens  exceedingly  fel- 
dom.  Between  married  and  unmarried  women,  I  hope 
it  happens  very  often.  Whether  it  does  lo  between 
thofe  that  are  fingle,  I  confefs  myfelf  a  littie  doubtful. 
The  preacher  will  be  probably  charged  with  partiality 
to  his  own  fex,  when  he  adds,  that,  fo  far  as  he  has 
been  able  to  obferve,  young  men  have  appeared  more 
frequently  fufceptible  of  a  generous  and  iicady  friend- 
fhip  for  each  other,  than  females  as  yet  unconne&ed  ; 
tfpecially  if  the  latter  have  had,  or  been  fuppofed  to 
have,  pretentions  to  beauty,  not  yet  adj  lifted  by  the 

^  profe (Ted  himfelf  however,  what  (as  often 
as  truth  will  permit  bun)  he  really  is,  an  advocate  for 
the  fex,  and  this  being  the  feature  in  their  character 
which  feems  to  him  the  rnoft  unfavourable,  he  is  wil¬ 
ling  to  find  out,  whether  in  their  frame  and.  condition, 
compared  with  thofe  of  the  men,  there  be  any  circum- 
ftances  which  may  help  towards  an  apology  ;  and  he 
argues  in  the- following  manner. 

The  Hate  of  matrimony  is  neceiTary  to  t!ie  fupport, 
order,  and  comfort  of  fociety.  But  it  is  a  ftate,  that 
fubjecls  the  women  to  a  great  variety  oi  folicitude  and 
pair).  Nothing  could  carrv  them  through  it  with  any 
F  5  •  *  7  *  tolerable 
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Wlerable  fatisfaftion  or  fpirit,  but  very  Prong,  and  ai- 
“f  “conquerable  attachments.  To  produce  thefe 

ten  ,o  fUlthey  j0Uld  be  Pec"liarly  fenfible  to  the  at- 

does  Tt  ZC  P8  ?  Upon  the  fame  S™nd, 

does  u  not  feem  agreeable  to  the  ptirpofes  of  Provil 

l  rndCse-‘  'haV,heK  feCUnnS  of  «h»  attention,  and  thefe  re- 

fim  h  r  u2  a1Pr,nc,Pal  aim?  But  can  fuch  an 
aambe  purfued  without  frequent  competition?  And 
w  1  not  that  too  readily  occafion  jealoufly,  envy,  and 

witt  16  unam‘able  effefls  of  mutual  rivalfhip?  I  mean, 
w  bout  the  reftraints  of  fuperior  worth  and  fentiment. 
can  thefe  be  ordinarily  expeOed  from  the  prevail- 

hft  To"  °/  Cma  6  nduCatifn’ or  from  the  Httle  pains 
nat  women,  as  well  as  other  human  beings,  common- 

laft3  f"  to  c°n‘roul  themfelves,  and  to  act  nobly  ?  In  this 

alt  reipect,  the  .exes  appear  pretty  much  on  the  fame 

looting.-  in  others,  it  is  manifell,  that  the  nature  and 

t  ation  of  the  men  are  very  different.  Their  confli- 

ha  dv  °Jrnd’  1"°  R  ‘han  °f  b0dy=is’  for  the  woR  Part> 
hardy  and  rough  By  means  of  both,  by  the  demands 

oi  life,  and  by  the  impulfe  of  paffion,  they  are  engac. 

e  "  r;a(  d;',erfi7  °fPUrfuils’  which  your§f?x 

are  precluded  by  decorum,  by  foftnefs,  and 'by  fear. 

nl Virf  1V7ffy  °,r  da,,(>'cPUrf7ts>  ™th  the  multi- 

1  )  of  female  objects,  that  freer  modes  of  living 

prelent  to  their  imagination,  and  the  power  they  have 
ot  unlimited  choice,  whenever  they  are  difpofed  to 
nUKc  it  (a  power  which  nature  probably,  and  cuilora 
certainly,  have  denied  to  the  others;)  all  this  put  to¬ 
ff'1'"  mud,  tn  the  cafe  of  our  fex,  be  produce  of 
very  different  efletb.  r 

•  P.°  1  mean  ‘his  reafoning  to  jultify  in  vours  the 
indulgence  of  thofe  little,  and,  I  mull  needs  fay,'  in 
-  ia.,y  lnl.ances,  bafe  pafftons  towards  one  another,  with 
Which  they  have  been  fo  generally  charged  ?  God  for- 
q,d.  I  omy  mean  to  reprefent  fuch  pailions  in  the 
r  :  a?ProaCl1!  and  while  not  entertained,  as  Iefs  crim¬ 
inal  than  the  men  are  apt  to  Hate  them;  and  to  prove, 
_.iat,  m  their  attacnments  to  each  other,  the  latter  have 
nos  always  that  merit  above  the  poor  woman,  which 

they 
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they  are  apt  to  claim.  In  the  mean  time  it  will  be  your 
ibufinefs,  by  emulating  them,  where  they  appear  good- 
natured  and  difinterefied,  to  difprove  their  imputation, 
and  to  fhow  a  temper  open  to  Friendfhip,  as  well  as  to 
Love.  , 

To  talk  much  of  the  latter,  is  natural  for  both  :  to 
talk  much  of  the  former,  is  conhdered  as  one  way  ofdo- 
ir.g  themfelves  honour.  Friendfhip,  they  well  know’, 
is  that  dignified  form,  which  in  fpeculation,  at  leafr, 
every  heart  muff  reverence.  But  in  friendfhip  as  in 
religion,  which,  in  many  refpe&s,  it  refembles,  {pecula¬ 
tion  is  often  fubflituted  in  the  place  of  praflice  Peo¬ 
ple  fancy  themfelves  pofTefled  of  the  thing,  and  hope 
that  others  will  fancy  fo  too,  becaufe  they  are  fond  of 
the  name,  and  have  learnt  to  talk  about  it  with  plau- 
fibility.  Such  talk  indeed  impofes,  till  experience 
gives  it  the  lie. 

I  o  fay  the  truth,  there  feems  in  either  fex  hut  little  of 
what  a  fond  imagination,  unacquainted  with  the  falfhood 
ofthe  w’orld,  and  warmed  by  affeclions  which  its  felfifh- 
nefs  has  not  yet  chilled,  v/ould  reckon  Friendfhip.-— ■ 
In  theory  the  ftandard  is  raifed  too  high  ;  yet,  me- 
tninks,  I  would  not  have  it  fet  much  lower.  1  would 
not,  on  any  account,  have  the  honeft  lenfibihties  of 
ingenious  nature  checked  by  the  over  cautious  docu¬ 
ments  of  political  prudence.  No  advantage,  obtain¬ 
ed  by  fuch  frigidity,  can  compenfate  the  want  of 
thofe  warm  effufions  of  the  heart  into  the  bofom  of  a 
friend,  which  are  doubtlefs  among  the  mofi  exquifite 
pleafures  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  muff  be  owned, 
they  often,  by  the  inevitable  lot  of  humanity,  make 
way  for  the  bittereft  pains  which  the  bread  can  experi¬ 
ence.  Happy  beyond  the  common  «  condition  of  her 
fex,  is  flie,  who  has  found  a  Friend  indeed  ;  open- 
hearted,  yet  difereet,  generoufly  fervent,  yet  fieady, 
tnoroughly  virtuous,  but  not  fevere,  wife  and  cheerful 
at  the  fame  time  !  Can  fuch  a  friend  be  loved  too 
much,  or  cherifhed  too  tenderly  ?  If  to  excellence,  as 
Well  as  happinefs,  there  be  any  one  way  more  com¬ 
pendious  than  another,  next  to  fnendfhip  with  the 
great  Almighty,  it  is  this® 
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But  when  a  mixture  of  minds  fo  beautiful  and  fo 
blelFed  takes  place,  it  is  generally,  if  not  always  the 
rtful  t  of  early  prepcfteffion,  cafual  intercourfe,  fecret 
iympathy,  inexplicable  attraction,  or  elfe  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  fuch  caufes  as  are  not  to  be  brought  together 
by  management  or  defign.  This  noble  plant  may  be 
cultivated  ;  but  it  muft  grow  fpontaneoufly.  I  can 
only  therefore  wilh  to  each  of  you,  beloved,  the  felic¬ 
ity  of  finding  fuch  a  friend  ;  and  having  found  her, 
the  wifdom  to  ufe  her  well. 

For  the  more  general  commerce  of  focial  life,  a  few 
advices  may  not  be  improper.  That,  like  the  ordin¬ 
ary  duties  of  religion,  may  be  dire&ed  with  tolerable 
advantage  by  human  precepts.  The  harmonies  of  holy 
friendfhip,  like  the  fublimer  contemplations  of  the 
Divinity,  muft  depend  more  immediately  on  that  hand 
which  can  alone  attune  the  finer  movements,  and  exalt 
the  beft  conceptions  of  the  foul.  Let  us  go  on  then, 

In  the  fecond  place,  to  what  we  may  term  the  com¬ 
mon  tenor  of  your  company  ;  which,  for  the  fake  of 
our  fubjeft,  we  muft  fuppofe,  left,  in  feme  meafure, 
to  your  own  choice.  That  it  ought  to  be  fuch  as  (hall 
not  corrupt  your  good  manners,  is  a  principle  already 
eflablifhed,  It  will  be  likewife  underftood,  that  in  the 
fociety  you  choofe  to  frequent,  you  will  feek  for  that 
ftyleof  virtue  which  is  moft  adapted  to  the  turn  of 
your  own  minds.  But  this  laft  propenfity  ftiould  not, 

-  I  apprehend,  be  indulged  too  far.  I  will  explain  my- 
felf. 

The  more  intimate  reciprocations  of  a  clofe  friend¬ 
fhip  are  now,  as  you  know,  out  of  the  queftion.  That 
at  your  time  of  life  you  fhould  be  particularly  fond  of 
fprightly  converfation,  where  all  is  enlivened  and  joy¬ 
ful,  and  where  wifdom,  when  allowed  to  enter,  puts  on 
her  gayeft  garb,  is  perfe&ly  natural.  To  advife  you 
again  ft  it  were  as  weak,  as  it  would  be  unfriendly. 
Such  fprightlinefs  and  freedom,  when  fupported  by 
fenfe,  and  chaftened  by  decency,  have  always,  I  frank¬ 
ly  acknowledge,  appeared  to  me  delightful.  Dulnefs 
and  infipidity,  morofenefs  and  rigour,  are  dead  weights 
on  every  kind  of  focial  intercourfe;  nor  will  I  con¬ 
ceal 
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ceal  it  fr©m  you,  that  I  wifli,  as  much  as  any  of  you 
can  do,  to  make  my  efcape  from  them  on  aH  occafions. 
But  tell  me,  my  lively  friends;  when  the  heart  over- 
flows  with  gaiety,  is  there  no  danger  of  its  burfting  the 
proper  bounds  ?  Is  not  extreme  vivacity  a  near  borderer 
on  folly  ?  To  prevent  its  breaking  loofe,  and  throwing 
itfelf  into  very  ferious  inconveniences,  into  a  very 
hurtful  condutV,  will  furely  require  the  check  of  1  elf - 
command.  But  how  is  that  to  be  attained  ?  By  alfo- 
ciating  only  with  the  fanciful,  the  vivacious,  or  the 
witty?  Is  hazard  to  be  fhunned  by  rufhing  into  the 
field  of  battle  ?  Or,  to  repiefent  things  at.  the  befi,  is 
familiarity  with  wifdom  to  be  contrafted  moll  readtiy, 
where  wifdom  appears  mod  feldom  ?  Would  you  form 
habits  of  fobriety,  a  fpirit  of  fedatenefs,  no  way  incon- 
fiftent  with  innocent  mirth,  you  mult  frequently  refort 
to  the  company  of  the  fober  and  the  fedate  But  will 
not  thefe  be  chiefly  found  among  fuch  as  are  farther 
advanced  in  years  than  yourfelves  ?  Should  not  you  be 
ambitious  of  profiting  by  their  experience  and  knowl¬ 
edge  ?  And  will  not  a  refpeB  for  fuperior  age,  when 
polTefled  of  fuperior  difcretion,  often  prove  a  icaioiia- 
ble  reftraint  bn  the  wildnefs  of  more  youthful  failles  ? 

He  that  walketh  with  wife  men  (hail  be  wife,”  laid 
the  wifeft  of  mortals.  Is  not  the  maxim  equally  ap» 
plicable  to  women  ? 

Will  you  give  me  leave  on  this  occafron  to  mention 
what  is  much  to  the  honour  of  our  fex,  that  all  the  mod 
fenfible  and  worthy  of  yours  have  ever  profcfFed  a  par¬ 
ticular  relifh  for  the  converfation  of  men  of  fenfc  and 
worth?  Such  men,  1  prefume,  are  attached  to  the  fo- 
eiety  of  fuch  women  above  every  thing  elfe  in  the 
world.  And  when  circumdances  favour,  this  mutual 
tendency  cannot  fail  to  be  a  rich  fource  of  mutual  im¬ 
provement  Was  not  fuch  reciprocal  aid  a  great  part 
of  nature’s  intention  in  that  mental  and  moral  differ¬ 
ence  of  fex,  which  {he  has  marked  by  charaBers  no 
iefs  diftinguifhabie  than  thofe  that  diverfify  their  out¬ 
ward  forms  ? 

To  adopt  the  language  of  an  amiable  writer,  who 

kas  fliidie d.  the  human  heart  with  fuccefs :  li  We  be¬ 
lieve 
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lieve  that  it  is  proper  for  perfons  of  the  fame  a*e,  of’ 
the  fame  fex,  of  fimiiar  difpofitions  and  purfaits,°to  afa 
fociate  together.  Rut  here  we  feem  to  be  deceived  by 
word*.  If  we  confalt  nature  and  common  fenfe,  we 

.all  find,  that  the  true  propriety  and  harmony  of  fa¬ 
cial  life  depends  upon  the  connexion  of  people  of  dif¬ 
ferent  difpofitions  and  charafters  judicioufly  blended 
together.  Nature  hath  made  no  individual,  nor  no 
clafs  of  people,  independent  of  the  reft  of  their  fpe- 
cies,  or  fuftieient  for  their  own  happinefs.  Each  fex, 
each  c  ha  rafter,  each  period  of  life,  have  their  feveral 
advantages  and  difadvantages  ;  and  that  union  is  the 
happieft  and  moft  proper,  where  wants  are  mutually 
fupplied.  The  fair  fex  fhould  naturally  expeft  to  gain 
from  our  convention  knowledge,  wifdom,  arfd  fedate- 
;  and  they  fhould  give  ns  in  exchange  humanify, 
politenefs,  chearfalnefs,  tafte,  and  fentiment.”  Hq 
adds,  The  levity,  the  raftinefs,  and  folly  of  early 
life,  are  tempered  with  the  gravity,  the  caution,  and 
the  wifdom  of  age  ;  while  the  timidity,  coldnefs  of 
heart,  and  langour  incident  to  declining  years,  are  fap, 
ported  and  aftifted  by  the  courage,  the  warmth,  and 
the  vivacity  of  youth,”  ' 

I  he  eonveriaiion  of  people  older  than  yourfelves 
will  be  often  accompanied  with  lefs  joy  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  ;  but  afterwards  it  will  make  abundant  compen- 
fation.  It  will  produce  more  recoiieftion  :  and  be  af- 
fured,  my  fifters,  thofe  are  the  trueft  pleafures  which  * 
are  tailed  by  a  mind  compofed  and.  ferious.  In  that 
lituation,  every  thing  is  felt  more  ftrongly.  A  diflipa- 
ted  fpirit  is  toofaperhcial  to  be  capable  of  deep  orperma- 
nent  delight,  Befides,,  as  has  been  already  hinted,  the  ex¬ 
perience  and  maturity  of  more  years  will  enlarge  your  un¬ 
derstandings,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  will  reprefs  your 
vanity  and  prefumption  ;  while  the  fportivenefs  peculiar 
to  youth  will,  on  your  part, enliven  the  ferioufnefs  ofage. 
And  if  thofe,  whom  you  thus  refpeftfully  cultivate, 
have  any  good  nature,  they  will  certainly  treat  you 
with  condefcenfion  and  forbearance,  I  faid  good  na¬ 
ture  ;  for  whatever  excludes  that,  is  fare  to  iofe  all  the 
influence,  as  well  as  praife  of  wifdom. 

On, 
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On  this  principle,  1  would  particularly  recommend 
to  you  the  company  of  thole,  whofe  piety  is  of  the  molt 
cheerful  and  the  moft  charitable  ftrain,  d  hey  are 
Grangers  to  human  nature,  who  would  affright  the 
young  by  the  frown  of  aulterity.  True  religion  ever 
was,  and  ever  will  be,  of  the  friendly  kind.  It  is  not 
zeal,  but  bigotry,  that  refutes  to  make  allowance  for 
juvenile  fpirits  and  gayer  tempers.  Could  the  old  be 
convinced  by  us,  there  is  nothing  we  Ihould  be  at 
greater  pains  to  imprefs  upon  them  than  this,  That,  as 
cheerfuinefs  is  the  moft  natural  effe&  of  real  goodnefs, 
it  is  alfo  its  moft  powerful  recommendation.  Wif- 
dom  is  never  fo  attraftive  as  when  (he  frniles. 

But  do  not,  my  dear  hearers,  conceive  an  unfavour¬ 
able  opinion  of  that  venerable  form,  if,  in  the  virtue 
of  your  mothers  and  aunts,  you  Ihould  happen  to  find 
a  defect  of  good  humour,  Confider  the  confequences 
of  declining  health,  difagreeable  accidents,  the  death 
of  their  beft  friends,  frequent  ina&ivity  and  depreflion, 
after  a  life  of  a&ion  and  enjoyment.  If  you  can  look 
forward  fo  far  as  a  few  years  at  moft,  it  will  be  right 
for  you  to  think  what  you  may  probably  feel  at  their 
age.  And  pray,  remember,  that  if  you  require  and 
expefl  allowances  to  be  made  for  ftarts  of  ill  humour 
in  yourfelves,  at  a  feafon  when  all  Ihould  be  naturally 
foft  and  gentle,  it  is  but  fair,  at  lead,  that  you  Ihould 
excufe  the  fame  in  thofe  who,  not  to  infift  now  orv 
their  other  claims,  are  objects  of  tender  fympathy,  as 
being  invaded  by  languor,  infirmity,  and  affliction. 

I  cannot,  however,  omit  to  caution  them  againft  giv¬ 
ing  way,  tooeafily,  to  that  peevifnnefs,  which  is  apt  to 
grow  upon  them,  from  thefe  circumftances  ;  and  tore- 
mind  them,  that  in  fuch  as  have  furvived  the  lively 
tafte  of  delight  themfelves,  there  is  nothing  fo  noble  or 
pleafing,  as  not  to  difcourage  others  who  ftill  retain  it  j 
but,  on  the  contrary,  to  (how  a  generous  fatis  faftion  in 
feeing  and  making  young  people  happy.  Ah  !  my 
refpecTed  friends,  why  would  yon  ever  forfeit  this  high- 
eft  honour  of  an  excellent  temper  ?  Why  would  you 
ever  render  your  company  forbidding,  or  afflft  in  the 
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ravage  which  Nature  is  unavoidably  making  on  youf- 
attractions  ?  Why  rob  Religion  of  that  engaging  ap- 
appearance,  which  is  not  only  her  native  appearance, 
but  fo  peculiarly  neceffary  to  promote  her  intereft  with 
unexperienced  minds,  in  oppofition  to  the  wiles  of  her 
laughing  rival  ?  You  will  hardly  believe  how  much 
harm  is  done  by  this  conduX,  to  the  bell  of  caufes. 

The  world  will  judge  of  piety  by  its  profeffors.— 
The  proceeding  is  often  unfair;  becaufe  they  are  of¬ 
ten  unlike  that  which  they  profefs.  But*  there  is  no 
Poshly  of  preventing  it.  The  young  have’  heard 
religion  reprefented  as  an  enemy  to  joy  and  affa¬ 
bility.  Nothing  can  be  more  unjuft.  Inftead, 
theiefore,  of  confirming  thofe  prejudices,  it  becomes 
you  to  confute  them  by  the  only  argument  that  will 
thoroughly  convince  the  chearfulnefs  of  your  dif- 
courfe,  and  the  mi  Id  n  els  of  your  demeanour.  la¬ 
this  way  you  may  hope  to  do  great  good.  When 
“  Wifdom  is  thus  jufiified  of  her  children, ”  they, 
who  are  yet  ftrangers  to  her  will  be  induced  to  ven¬ 
erate  an  authority  that  appears  fo  condefcendincr 
and  to  ftudy  precepts  that  are  productive  of  fuch  hap- 
pinefs.  But  to  return  to  my  young  hearers,  allow- 
me, 

In  the  third  place,  to  offer  you  a  few  hints  on  the’ 
fpirit  and  manner,  in  which  I  conceive  your  Conver¬ 
sation  fliould  be  conduced..  And  now,  perhaps,  you 
imagine  we  want  to  preclude  every  degree  of  that 
which  paffes  under  the  name  of  trifling.  You  are 
miftaken.  We  do  not  expect  that  women  fliould  al¬ 
ways  utter  grave  fentences,  nor  men  neither.  It  were 
inconfiAent  with  the  date  of  mankind.  It  cannot  be 
expected  fi*om  philofophers  of  the  firft  rank  ;  nor.  if 
it  could,  do  I  know  that  it  would  be  defirable.  I  am 
even  inclined  to  believe,  that  they  who  underhand  the 
art  of  what  has  been  termed  Trifling,  agreeably,  have 
gained  a  very  conflderable  point,  The  frailty  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  the  infelicity  of  human  life,  require 
to  be  relieved  and  Toothed-.  There  are  many  occa¬ 
sions,  on  which  this  is  not  to  be  done  by  fage  admo¬ 
nitions,  or  foiemn  reflexions.  Theie,  to  vVefi  difpof- 
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ed  minds,  are  often  highly  folacing  ;  but  to  dwell  on- 
them  always,  were  to  Gram  the  machine  beyond  its 
powers.  Befides,  in  fa£f,  a  feafonable  diverfion  to 
anxiety,  a  temporary  forgetfulnels  of  grief,  is  frequent¬ 
ly  a  far  better  method  to  remove  it,  than  any  direff 
application,  or  laboured  remedy,  lo  change  the  me¬ 
taphor  ;  when  the  road  proves  rugged,  or  is  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  growing  tedious,  one  fuccelsful  method  of  be¬ 
guiling  it,  is  for  the  travellers  to  cheer  and  amufe  one 
another  by’ the  play  of  fancy,  and  the  facetioufnefs  of 
mirth.  But  then  the  end  of  the  journey  mull  not  be 
forgotten.  Becaufe  we  are  weak,  there  is  no  reafon 
why  we  fhould  be  filly.  I  he  brow  of  care  may  fuie- 
ly  be  fmoothed  without  converting  it  into  the  laugh  of 
folly.  While  we  indulge  the  recreation  neceffary  for 
mortal,  let  us  maintain  the  temper  requifite  in  immor¬ 
tal  beings.  To  reconcile  thefe  two  things,  and  to 
blend  them  happily,  feems  the  proper  fcience  of  crea¬ 
tures  on  their  progrefs  through  time  to  eternity. — » 
From  you,  my  gentle  friends,  we  look  for  every  thing, 
that,  next  to  the  diviner  influence  of  religion,  can  foft- 
en  the  inequality,  and  animate  the  dulnefs  of  the  way. 

We  wifh  to  lee  you  often  fmile  ;  but  we  would  not 
have  you  fmile  always  if  it  were  poflible.  1  here  are 
many  feenes  that  demand  a  grave  deportment  ;  there 
are  not  few  that  call  for  a  mournful  one,.  She  that 
cannot  diGinguiGi  between  laughter  and  happinefs,  ne¬ 
ver  knew  what  the  latter  means.  She  that  cannot 
“  weep  with  them  that  weep,”  as  welt  as  ((  rejoice 
with  them  that  rejoice,”  is  a  Granger  to  one  of  the 
lweeteG  fources  of  enjoyment,  no  iefs  than  to  one  of 
the  nobleft  lelfons  of  Chriitianity.  Thofe  are  the 
happiell  difpofitions,  which  are  the  befL  Benevo¬ 
lence  is  the  fupreme  perfection  of  the  ever  blelfed  Dei¬ 
ty.  He  is  infinitely  removed  from  every  painful  im- 
preflion.  Yet  fcripture,  in  the  Gyle  of  accommoda¬ 
tion,  aferibes  to  him  all  the  guiltlefs  emotions  of  hu¬ 
manity  ;  and  we  know  that  our  Saviour  was  formerly 
on  earth,  and  is  now  in  heaven  i(  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmities,” 
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With  the  character  of  chriflian  woman,  nothing, 
xnethinks,  can  better  correfpond  than  a  propenfity  to 
melt  into  affe&ionate  forrow,  It  becomes  alike  her 
religion  and  her  fex.  Never,  my  fair  auditory,  ne¬ 
ver  do  your  eyes  fhine  with  a  more  delightful  efful¬ 
gence,  than  when  fuffufed  with  all  the  trembling  foft- 
nefs  of  grief,  for  virtue  in  diftrefs,  or  of  folicitude,  for 
friendship  in  danger.  Believe  me,  if  the  gaiety  of 
convention  gave  place  fomewhat  oftener  to  the  ten¬ 
der  tale  of  woe,  you  would  not  to  fuch,  at  lealt  of 
your  male  acquaintance  as  have  hearts,  appear  at  all' 
the  lefs  lovely.  The  fjgh  of  companion,  ftealing  from 
a  female  bread,  on  the  mention  of  calamity,  would  be 
rather  more  mufical  in  their  ears,  than  the  loud  burfts 
of  unmeaning  laughter,  with  which  they  are  often  en- 
tei  tamed.  Let  me  add  here,  that  the  charms  of  inno¬ 
cence  and  fympathy  appearing  in  your  difcourfe,  will, 
to  every  difcerning  man,  fpread  around  you  a  luftro 
which  ail  the  jewels  in  the  world  cannot  beftow. 

The  diamond’s  and  the  ruby’s  blaze 

Difputes  the  palm  with  beauty’s  queen  : 

Not  beauty’s  queen  commands  fucb  praife. 

Devoid  of  virtue  if  {he’s  feen* 

But  the  foft  tear  in  Pity’s  eye, 

Outfhines  the  diamond’s  brighteft  beams 

But  the  fweet  blufli  of  Modefly 

More  beauteous  than  the  ruby  feems. 

If  we  {peak  of  improvement  ;  merciful  Redeemer, 
liow  edifying  to  the  foul  is  this  generous  fenfibility  !— 
“  It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning  than  to 
the  houfe  of  feafling  ;  for  that  is  the  end  of  all  men, 
and  the  living  will  lay  it  to  heart.  Sorrow  is  better 
than  laughter  ;  for  by  the  fadnefs  of  the  countenance 
the  heart  is  made  better.  The  heart  of  the  wife  is  in 
the  houfe  of  mourning  ;  but  the  heart  of  fools  is  in 
the  houfe  of  mirth.  As  the  crackling  of  thorns  under 
a  pot,  fo  is  the  laughter  of  a  fool.  This  alfo  is  vani¬ 
ty.”  You  know  who  faid  fo — The  man  who  had 
fpent  many  a  day,  and  many  a  night,  in  the  bower  of 
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voluptuoufnefs,  far  from  the  cries  of  mifery,  and  the 
moans  of  complaint  ;  who  gat  him  <£  men-lingers  and 
women-fingers,  and  the  delights  of  the  fons  of  men 
who  had,  times  without  number,  faid  in  his  heart,  u  Go 
to  now,  I  will  prove  thee  with  mirth,  therefore  enjoy 
pleafure  who  fought,  by  a  prudent  ufe  of  wine,  to 
exalt  his  own  fpirits,  and  to  promote  the  hilarity  of 
thofe  about  him  ;  in  a  word,  who  kept  not  from  his 
eyes  whaifoever  they  defired,  nor  with-held  his  heart 
from  anv  joy.  This,  I  fay,  was  the  man  whom  ex¬ 
perience,  as  well  as  infpiration,  prompted  to  give  the 
preference  you  have  juft  now  heard.  1  here  is — yes, 
there  is  attendant  on  virtuous  fadnefs,  a  fenfation, 
which,  in  point  of  indulgence  and  elevation,  at  once, 
is  fuperior  to  ail  that  was  ever  felt  by  a  light  mind, 
in  the  flufh  of  feffivity,  or  amidtl  the  triumph  of  wit. 

Having  mentioned  Wit,  let  me  proceed  to  warn  you. 
againft  the  affe£lation  and  the  abufe  of  it.  Here  our 
text  from  the  Coloffians  comes  in  with  propriety, 
44  Let  your  Speech  be  always  with  Grace,  feafoned 
with  Salt,”  Thefe  remarkable  words  were  addreffed 
to  chridians  in  general.  They  are  confidered  by  the 
bed  commentators,  as  an  exhortation  to  that  kind  of 
converfe,  which,  both  for  matter  and  manner,  fhali 
appear  moll  graceful,  and  prove  mod  acceptable  ;  be¬ 
ing  tempered  by  courteoufnefs  and  modedy,  feafoned 
with  wifdom  and  difcretion,  that  like  fait  will  ferve,  at 
the  fame  indant,  to  prevent  its  corruption  and  heighten 
its  flavour.  How  beautiful  this  precept  in  itfelf  !— » 
How  ufeful  and  plead, ng  in  the  practice  1  How  pe¬ 
culiarly  fit  to  be  praftifed  by  you,  my  female  friends, 
on  the  turn  of  whofe  converfation  and  deportment  fa 
much  depends  to  yourfelves,  and  all  about  you!  For 
what  I  have  now  to  offer,  it  will  he  found  likewife  to 
come  with  advantage,  in  aid  of  our  leading  doflrine 
fince  there  are  not,  perhaps,  many  worfe  foes  to  that 
Sobriety  of  fpirit,  which  we  would  dill  inculcate,  than 
the  abufe  and  affeftation  already  mentioned. 

It  is  not  my  defign  to  gather  up  if  I  could,  the  pro« 
fufion  of  dowers  that  have  been  fcattered  by  innumer¬ 
able  hands  on  t-his  tempting  theme  ;  and  by  which 
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thofe  very  hands  have,  in  their  own  cafe,  fhown  hotv 
difficult  it  is  to  refift  the  temptation,  I  wquM  only 
obferve,  that  the  dangerous  taient  in  queftion  has  been 
well  compared  to  the  dancing  of  a  meteor,  that  blazes, 
allures,  and  mifleads.  Mott  certainly  it  alone  can  nev¬ 
er  be  a  fteady  light ;  and  too  probably  it  is  often  a  fa- 
t«l  one.  Of  thofe  who  have  refigned  themfelves  to  its 
guidance,  how  few  has  it  not  betrayed  into  great  indif- 
cretions  at  leatt,  by  inflaming  their  third  of  applaufe  ; 
by  rendering  them  little  nice  in  their  choice ‘of  com’ 
pany  ;  by  iedueing  them  into  ttrokes  of  fat  ire,  too  of- 
fenftve  to  the  perions  againfl  whom  they  were  levelled 
not  to  be  repelled  upon  the  authors  with  full  ven¬ 
geance  j  and  finally,  by  making  them,  in  conference  of 
that  heat  which  produces,  and  that  vanity  which  fatter* 
ir>  forgetful  of  thofe  cool  and  moderate  rules  that 
ought  to  regulate  their  conduct ! 

A  very  few  there  may  have  been,  endowed  with 
judgment  and  temper  fufficient  to  reflrain  them  from 
indulging  “the  rafh  dexterity  of  wit-,”  and  to  direct  it 
to  purpofes  equally  agreeable  and  Beneficial.  But  one 
thing  is  certain,  that  witty  men,  for  the  rnoft  part,  have 
had  few  friends,  though  many  admirers.  Their  con¬ 
version  has  been  courted,  while  their  abilities  have 
been  feared,  or  their  characters  hated,  or  both,  In 
truth,  (he  laft  have  feldom  merited  affe&ion,  even  when 
the  flrft  have  excited  efleem.  Sometimes  their  hearts 
have  been  fo  had,  as  at  length  to  bring  their  heads  into 
di fgrace.  At  any  rate,  the  faculty  termed  Wit,  is 
commonly  looked  upon  with  a  fufpicious  eye,  as  a  tw’o 
e%ed  fword,  from  which,  not  even  the  fa-crednefs  of 
friend  flap  can  fecure.  It  is,  efpecialiy,  I  think, 
dreaded  in  women.  In  a  Mrs.  Rowe,  I  dare  fay,  it 
was  not.  To  great  brilliancy  of  imagination,  that  fe-' 
male  angel  joined  yet  greater  goodnefs  of  difpofition  ; 
and  never  wrote,  nor,  as  I  have  been  told,  was  ever 
fuppofed  to  have  faid,  in  her  whole  life,  an  ill-natured, 
or  even  an  indelicate  thing.  Of  fuefc  a  woman,  with 
$11  her  talents,  none  could  be  afraid.  In  her  company, 
it  mutt  have  been  impoflible  not  to  feel  refpeff;  but 
then  it  would  be  like  that,  which  the  pious  man  enter¬ 
tains 


tains  for  a  miniftering  fpirit  from  heaven,  a  rcfpecl  full 
of  confidence  and  joy.  If  aught  on  earth  can  prefect 
the  image  of  celeftial  excellence,  in  its  foftell  array,  it 
is  furely  an  Accomplifhed  Woman,  in  whom  purity 
and  meeknefs,  intelligence  and  modefty  mingle  t heir 
charms.  But  when  I  fpeak  on  this  fubjett,  need  I 
tell  you,  that  men  of  the  belt  fenfe  have  been  ufuajly 
averfe  to  the  thought  of  marrying  a  witty  female  ? 

You  will  probably  tell  me,  they  were  afraid  of  being 
outftione  ;  and  fome  of  them,  perhaps,  might  he  fo. 
But  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  many  of  them  afted  on 
different  motives.  Men  who  underfiand  the  fcience 
of  domefiic  happinefs,  know  that  its  very  firfi  princi¬ 
ple  is  eafe.  Of  that  indeed  we  grow  fonder,  in  what¬ 
ever  condition,  as  we  advance  in  life,  and  as  the  heat 
of  youth  abates.  But  we  cannot  be  eafy,  where  we 
are  not  fafe.  We  are  never  fafe  in  the  company  of  a 
critic;  and  almoft  every  wit  is  a  critic  by  profeffion. 
In  fuch  company  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  unbend 
ourfelves.  All  mull  be  the  draining  of  fludy,  or  the 
anxiety  of  apprehenfion  :  how  painful  !  Where  the 
heart  may  not  expand  and  open  itfelf  with  freedom, 
farewel  to  real  friendfhip,  farewel  to  convivial  delight  ! 
But  to  fuffer  this  reftramt  at  home,  what  mifery  ! 
From  the  brandifhings  of  wit  in  the  hand  of  ill- nature, 
of  imperious  palfion,  or  of  unbounded  vanity,  who 
would  not  flee  ?  But  when  that  weapon  is  pointed  at  a 
hufband,  is  it  to  be  wondered  if,  from  his  own  houfe, 
he  takes  flielter  in  the  tavern  ?  He  fought  a  foft  friend; 
he  expefted  to  be  happy  in  a  reafonable  companion. 
He  has  found  a  perpetual  fatirift,  or  a  felf-fufficient 
prattler.  How  have  I  pitied  fuch  a  man,  when  I 
have  feen  him  in  continual  fear  on  his  own  account, 
and  that  of  his  friends,  and  for  the  poor  lady  herfelf ; 
left,  in  the  run  of  her  diicourfe,  {lie  fhould  be  guilty  of 
fome  petulance,  or  fome  indifcrction,  that  would  ex- 
pofe  iter,  and  hurt  them  all  !  But  take  the  matter  at  the 
bell  ;  there  is  Bill  all  the  difference  in  the  world  be¬ 
tween  the  entertainer  of  an  evening,  and  a  partner  for 
life.  Of  the  latter  a  fober  mind,  fteady  attachment, 
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and  gentle  manners,  joined  to  a  good  underdanding, 
will  ever  be  the  chief  recommendations;  whereas  the 
qualities  that  fparkle  will  be  often  fufficient  for  the 
former. 

As  to  the  affe&atron  of  wit,  one  can  hardly  fay, 
whether  it  be  mod  ridiculous  or  hurtful.  The  abufe  of 
it,  which  we  have  been  juft  confidering,  we  are  fome- 
times,  perhaps  too  often,  inclined  to  forgive,  for  the 
fake  of  that  amufement  which,  in  fpite  of  all  the  im¬ 
proprieties  mentioned,  it  yet  affords.  The  other  is 
univerfally  contemptible  and  odious.  Who  is  not 
fhocked  by  the  flippant  impertinence  of  a  felf-con- 
ceited  woman,  that  wants  to  dazzle  by  the  fuppofed  fu- 
periority  of  her  powers?  If  you  my  fair  ones,  have 
knowledge  and  capacity  ;  let  it  be  feen,  by  your  not 
affeffing  to  {how  them,  that  you  have  fomething  much 
more  valuable,  humility  and  wifdom. 

cc  Naked  in  nothing  fhould  a  woman  be, 

But  veil  her  very  wit  with  modedy. 

Let  man  difcover,  let  not  her  difplay, 

But  yield  her  charms  of  mind  with  fweet  delay/' 

Mull  women  then  keep  filence  in  the  houfe,  as  well 
as  in  the  church  ?  By  no  means.  There  may  in¬ 
deed  be  many  cafes,  in  which  it  will  particularly  be¬ 
come  a  young  lady  to  obferve  the  apodolic  rule,  “  Be 
fwift  to  hear,  and  Oow  to  fpeak  but  there  are  many 
too,  wherein  it  will  be  no  lefs  fit,  that  with  an  unaf- 
fumingair,  (he  dioald  endeavour  to  fupport  and  enliven 
the  converfation.  It  is  the  opinion  of  fome,  that 
girls  fhould  never  fpeak  before  company,  when  their 
parents  are  prefent  ;  and  parents  there  are,  fo  defi¬ 
cient  in  underdandirig,  as  to  make  this  a  rule.  How 
then  fball  thofe  girls  learn  to  acquit  themfelves  proper¬ 
ly  in  their  abfence  ? — It  is  hard  if  you  cannot  dihin- 
guifh,  and  teach  your  daughters  to  diftinguifh,  between 
good-breeding  and  pertnefs,  between  an  obliging  fludy 
to  pleafe,  and  an  indecent  defi re  to  put  themfc ’ves 
forward,  between  a  laudab'e  inquifitivenefs,  and  an 
improper  curiofity.  But  this,  I  confefs,  is  not  the 
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mod  common  midake  in  the  education  of  young  wo* 
men  ;  and  they  mu(t  permit  me  to  lay,  that  it  were 
well  if  the  generality  of  mothers  were  careful,  by  pru¬ 
dent  indru&ion,  in  private,  to  reprefs  that  taikatiye 
humour  which  runs  away  with  fo  many  of  them,  and 
never  quits  them  all  their  life  after,  for  want  of  being 
'  curbed  in  their  early  years.  But  what  words  can  ex- 
prefs  the  impertinence  of  a  female  tongue  let  loofe  into 
boundlefs  loquacity  ?  Nothing  can  be  more  dunning, 
except  where  a  number  of  Fine  Ladies  open  at  once 
«~Prote8:  us,  je  powers  of  gentlenefs  and  decorum, 
proteft  us  from  the  difgull  of  fuch  a  lcene— Ah  1 
my  dear  hearers,  if  ye  knew  how  terrible  it  appears  to 
a  male  ear  of  the  lead  delicacy,  I  think  you  would 
take  care  never  to  pra&ife  it. 

For  endlefs  prattling,  and  loud  difcourfe,  no  degree 
of  capacity  can  atone.  I  join  them  together,  becaufe 
in  effect  they  are  feldom  feparate.  But  the  noify,  emp¬ 
ty,  trivial  chatter  of  everlalting  folly— it  is  too  much 
for  human  patience  to  fuilain.  Plow  different  from 
that  playful  fpirit  in  converfation,  fpokcn  of  before  ; 
which,  blended  with  good  fenfe,  and  kept  within  rea- 
fonabie  bounds,  contributes,  like  the  lighter  and  more 
carelefs  touches  in  a  piflure,  to  give  an  air  of  eafe  and 
freedom  to  the  whole!  This  freedom  and  eafe,  when 
accompanied  with  decency  and  variety,  a  certain  native 
prettinefs  and  unftudied  corre&nefs,  are  among  the  moll 
piealing  chara&eridics  of  female  fociety,  in  its  beff 
fhape.  ' 

Your  talking  fo  much  about  drefs,  and  fafhions,  and 
fafhionable  amufements,  as  the  far  greater  part  of  you 
are  ever  doing,  in  preference  to  better  fubje&s,  is,  to 
*ay  the  fofteft  thing  of  it,  a  weaknefs  which  cannot  be 
juihfied,  but  ivhich  perhaps  mud,  in  fome  meafure,  be 
forgiven  to  vour  fex.  As  to  the  love  of  fcandal  and 
dilpute,  which  may  be  called  the  Acid  of  fpeech,  in 
^ontradidmfhon  to  the  Salt  recommended  by  ourapof- 
Be,  it  mud  be  referved  for  a  future  confideration.  The 
men?  indeed,  are  ready  to  triumph  at  the  very  mention 
of  it.  Whether  they  have  reafon  to  triumph  on  the 
^vhole,  may  be  a  difficult  queftiofu  The  agreeable 
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qualities  named  a  moment  ago,  they  mud  fairly  give  up 
to  the  women.  How  few  of  them  in  comparifon  pof- 
fefs,  or  at  lead  exercife,  the  power  of  keeping  dificourfe 
alive,  without  alfidance  from  wine,  from  politics,  from 
bufinefs,  from  the  news  of  the  day,  and  from  another 
theme,  from  which  their  unredrained  and  inextinguifh- 
able  padion,  in  male  company,  argues  a  defeent  of 
foil!,  a  degradation  of  thought,  whereof  men  endowed 
with  the  lead  underflanding  ought  to  he  adiamed  ! 

1  juft  mentioned  Unftudied  Corre&nefs  as  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  converfation  of  cultivated  women.  I 
mean  that  eafy  e'egance  of  fpeech,  which  refulrs  from 
clear  and  lively  ideas,  expreded  with  the  fimplicity  of 
nature,  fomewhat  aided  by  the  knowledge  of  books. 
To  this  the  bed  fcholars  amongft  the  men  mud  feldom, 
or  never,  lay  claim.  It  is  neceflarily  precluded  by 
their  profounder  dudies,  and  that  fcrupulous  attention 
to  the  minuted  rules  of  grammar,  which  is  induced  by 
the  turn  of  their  education  *,  and  which,  though  by 
praPtife  it  may  become,  in  a  great  degree,  habitual 
and  mechanical,  will  yet  always  appear  deficient  in  the 
happy  fecihty,  wherewith  fo  many  females  clothe  their 
lentiments.  That  they,  wrho  are  naturally  fond  of 
ornament  in  every  thing  elfe,  ftiould  fhow  a  certain 
honed  negleft  of  it,  where  it  is  lead  requifite,  where  it 
is  generally  hurtful,  by  embarrafting  and  fettering  that 
which  ought  to  be  free  and  unaffe&ed,  furcly  entitles 
them  to  iome  praife. 

How  often  have  we  feen  very  ingenious  men  per¬ 
plexed,  when  they  have  wiflied  to  explain  themfelves 
on  fome  topic  by  no  means  abdrufe,  and  which  they 
perfecllv  urdei flood  !  With  how  little  grace  have  we 
heard  them  tell  a  dory  !  In  thefe,  and  fuch  like  points, 
women  of  any  capacity  excel.  bo  what  can  the  dir- 
ference  be  owing  ?  I  fancy  to  this,  that  the  former,  in 
ihcir  words  and  ideas,  attend  too  feduloudy  to  preci- 
(ion  and  embeFhdmient  ;  while  the  latter  are  content 
to  fpeak  juft  what  they  mean,  and  to  relate  fimply  what 
they  have  read  or  heard,  as  it  riles  to  tneir  minds, 

without 
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without  the  labour  of  accuracy,  which  often  hampers 
the  faculties  in  their  operation,  and  diRurbs  the  tram 
of  nature. 

On  this  principle,  I  prefume,  is  founded  that  max-  ■ 
im,  which  makes  the  perfection  of  art  to  lie  in  conceal¬ 
ing  it  ;  an  attainment  extremely  uncommon,  and  which, 
where  it  has  taken  place,  has  been  always  conhdered 
as  the  moil  difficult,  and  the  moil  beautiful,  of  any  that 
can  dtftin^uiffi  the  nroduftions  of  taRe.  From  this  it 

O  1  ,  . 

is,  that  the  celebrated  works  of  ancient  genius  have 
been  judged  to  derive  a  large  (hare  of  the  fuperioriiv 
ufually  afcnbed  to  them.  From  the  fame  fource  chief¬ 
ly,  to  compare  fmall  things  with  great,  has  probably  a~ 
rifen  that  peculiar  happmefs  in  letter-writing,  which.1 
the  men,  I  thinF,  are  willing  to  allow  to  your  lexa  ■ 
Here,  indeed,  they  comfort  themfelves  with  their  fu- 
perior  ftrength,  and  depth,  and  learned  elegance  in  that, 
and  other  matters  where  intellefd  is '  concerned.  Pre-* 
tenfions  to  thefe,  with  a  few  exceptions,  I  believe,  -  to  - 
fay  the  truth,  you  had  better  refign. 

For  my  part,  I  could  heartily  v/iffi  to  fee  tire  female 
world  more  accompli ffied  than  it  is  j  bur  1  do  not  wiffi 
to  fee  it  abound  with  metaphyiicians,  hiilor.ans,^  fpec- 
illative  philofopners,  or  Learned  Ladies  of  any  - kind.  1 
fhould  be  afraid,  left  the  fex  ffiould  lofe  in  foftnefs 
what  they  gained  in  force  ;  and  left  the  purfuit  of  fuch 
elevation  ffiould  interfere  a  little  with  the  plain  duties, 
and  humble  virtues  of  life.  Amiable  mllances  of  the 
contrary  I  know  there  are,  1  think,  at  this  moment, 
of  one  lady,  in  particular,  who,  to  an  extenfive  knowl¬ 
edge  in  phiiofophy,  and  languages,  ancient  a-  «  mod¬ 
ern,  with  foirte  portion  of  poetical  genius,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  literary  fame,  has  the  fenfe  and 
worth  to  join  every  domeftic  quality  that  can  adorn  a 
woman  in  her  fituation. 

To  inculcate  fuch  qualities,  together  with  thofe  ele¬ 
gant  and  intelleflual  improvements  which  young  ladies 
would  do  well  to  acquire,  with  a  view  to  fobrietyj  ule- 
fulnefsj  felf-enjoyment,  and  the  powers  ofpleafing,  will 
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be  the  bufinefs  of  fome  fubfequent  addreffes.  What 
place  religion  ought  to  have  in  female  difcourfe,  muft 
be  hkewife  a  lubjeft  of  enquiry  under  another  head* 
in  the  mean  while,  let  me  entreat  you  to  recoiled,  that, 
on  cultivating  a  proper  fpirit  of  converfation,  will  de¬ 
pend  a  great  part  of  your  proficiency  and  ours ;  of 
your  prefent  acceptance  amongfl  the  wife  and  deferr¬ 
ing  ;  of  your  future  confequence  and  merit  in  fociety  ; 
of  your  entertainment,  fatisfaftion,  and,  I  may  add^ 
fafety,  through  the  fucceflive  ftages  of  life.  Much  of 
that  life  is  fpent  in  fcenes  of  focial  intercourfe.  Im¬ 
portant  occafions  arife  but  feldom,  A  large  proportion 
inufl  be  configned  to  trifles.  Little  things  belong  to 
little  mortals.  The  virtue  and  happinefs  of  the  fexes 
are  principally  aflfefled  by  the  daily  indifcriminate  ten¬ 
or  of  their  commerce.  What  felicity,  and  what  glory, 
may  not  you,  my  friends,  derive  from  thofe  talents  by 
which  that  is  regulated  and  fweetened,  refined  and 
nufed  l 
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On  Female,  Virtue,  with  Do¬ 
mestic  and  Elegant  Accom¬ 
plishments., 


i  Timothy  ii.  8,  9, 

J  zoill — that  zoomen  adorn  tkemfelves  with  fobricty * 

% 

Proverbs  xxxi.  10,  31. 

Who  can  Jind  a  Virtuous  Woman  ?  For  her  price 
is  far  above  rubies ~ — Give  her  of  the  fruit  of 
her  hands ,  and  let  her  works  pvaife  her  in  the _ 


O  divert  fancy,  to  gratify  deiire,  and  in  general,. 


to  be  a  fort  of  better  fervants,  are  aii  the  purpofes  for 
which  fome  fuppcfe  your  fex  defigned.  A  mod  illib¬ 
eral  fuppofition  !  The  lead  degree  of  refinement  or 


eral  fuppofition!  The  lead  degree  of  refinement  or 
candour  will  difpole  us  to  regard  them  in  a  far  higher 


point  ot  light.  they  were  maniteiily  intended  to  te 
the  mothers  and  formers  of  a  rational  and  immortal  oh- 
fpring ;  to  be  a  kind  of  fofter  companions,  Avho,  by 


namelefs  delightful  fympathies  and  endearments', 
might  improve  our  pleafures  and  footheour  pains;  to 
lighten  the  load  ofdomedic  cares,  and  thereby  leave  us 
more  at  leifure  for  rougher  labours,  or  feverer  {Indies  ; 


and  finally,  to  fpread  a  certain  grace  and  embelliiliment 
over  human  life.  To  wifh  to  degrade  them  from  io 


To  wifh  to  degrade  them  from  lo 


honourable. 
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honourable  a  Ration,  indicates  a  mixture  of  ignorance*, 
grounds,  and  barbarity.  But  the  men  who  think  in 
this  manner,  do  themfelves  irreparable  wrong,  by  put¬ 
ting  it  out  of  their  power  ever  to  enjoy  the  tendered 
sentiments  and  mod  delicious  feelings  of  the  heart. 
He  that  has  a  true  talle  of  happinefs,  will  choofe,  for 
his  own  fake,  to  cherifh  the  kindefl  opinion  of  the  fe¬ 
male  defimation. 

Yet  what  (hall  we  fay  ?  Are  there  not  many  women 
,  10  Aeem  to  have  entirely  forgotten  it  themfelves  ;  to 
nave  relinquifhed,  at  leait,  the  moft  valuable  part  of 
neir  claim,  and  to  have  confpired  with  thofe  male  ty¬ 
rants  in  finking  their  own  importance  ?  How  often  do 
we  fee  them  disfigured  by  affedlation  and  caprice! 
How  often  difgraced  and  ruined  by  imprudence  ! 

.  hat  fhameful  inattention  to  the  culture  of  their 
minds,  in  numneriefs  mflances !  What  perverfion,  in 
not  a  few,  of  excellent  undeiftandings,  through  a  lev¬ 
ity  that  palies  for  innocent,  becaufe  not  polluted  by 
vice,  nay,  for  agreeable,  becaufe  accompanied  with 
vouth  !  Who,  that  is  a  well  wifher  to  the  fex,  can  for- 
-ear  to  be  mortified  on  finding  fuch  multitudes 
•'o  ungainly  in  their  manners,  fo  unentertaining 
in  tneir  difeourfe,  fo  deflitute  of  every  folid  and 
uleful  improvement,  in  a  word,  io  totally  devoid 
of  ad  that  confer  fignificance,  or  beget  efieem  ;  not  to 
fpeak  of  downright  wonhlefinefs,  proceeding  from  bad 
principles,  or  wicked  company  P 

With  refpedl  to  thefe,  indeed,  as  well  as  the  refi,  I 
am  willing  to  believe,  that  they  are  frequently  occa¬ 
sioned  by  vacancy  of  thought,  and  want  of  occupation, 
which  expofe  the  mind  to  every  fnare  ;  and  that,  in 
many  cafes,  all  this  evil  might,  through  God’s  bleffing, 
be  happily  prevented,  by  an  early  and  diligent  appli¬ 
cation  to  female  Accoinphihmems.  Such,  therefore, 
I  will  proceed  to  recommend,  as  a  farther  means  of 
maintaining  the  fobriety  enjoined  by  ourapofile.  Not 
that  I  propofe  to  confine  myfelf  to  this  fingle  view. 
Every  other  laudable  and  beneficial  purpofe,  which 
thofe  accomplifhments  are  calculated  toferve,  will  con¬ 
cur  to  enforce  them.  They  may  be  divided  into  three 
claffesj  Domeftic,  Elegant,  and  Intel'e&ual,  As 
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As  to  the  firft,  I  muft  remind  you  that,  how  much 
foever  they  may  be  now  negle&ed  by  many  women,  as 
below  their  notice,  no  height  of  rank  or  affluence  can 
juflify  fuch  negleft.  The  care  of  a  houfhold  all  ages  and 
nations  have  agreed  to  confider  as  an  indifpenfable  part 
of  female  employment,  in  every  fituation  that  admits  it* 
The  paflage  from  which  I  have  taken  one  of  my 
texts,  deferves,  on  this  occafion,  your  particular  atten¬ 
tion.  As  it  exhibits,  perhaps,  the  mod  beautiful  pic¬ 
ture  that  ever  was  drawn  of  the  Virtuous  Woman,  in 
a  fp here  of  aftivity  which  you  ail  hope  to  fill,  and  for 
which  you  ought  to  qualify  yourfelves,  as  much  as 
poffible,  in  your  prefent  condition  ;  I  will  read  the 
whole,  together  with  a  fhort  paraphrafe  which  I  have 
borrowed^  chiefly  from  the  pious  and  learned  bifhop 
Patrick,  but  without  adhering  to  his  di&ion, 

Verfe  ic.  fi<  Who  can  find  a  Virtuous  Woman  P 
for  her  price  is  far  above  rubies/"  Such  a  per fon,  fays 
the  mother  of  Lemuel  (a  young  prince,  for  whofe  wel¬ 
fare  {he  was  molt  tenderly  felicitous)  fuch  a  perfon  as 
I  would  recommend  for  a  wife  is  hard  to  be  found  5 
one  endowed  with  true  worth  and  piety,  who  deems 
nothing  beneath  her  that  can  any  way  become  her  lia- 
lion  ;  one,  in  fliort,  polfeffed  of  thofe  various  and  ex¬ 
cellent  qualities  that  fit  her  for  adorning  it,  and  render 
her  infinitely  more  valuable  than  all  the  pearls  or  pre¬ 
cious  ftones,  with  which  fo  many  women  are  fond  of 
being  decked.  , 

1  i  •  44  The  heart  ofhere  hufiband  doth  fafely  truft  in 
her;  fo  that  he  fhall  have  no  need  of  fpoii.,J  In  her 
perfonal  honour  and  fidelity,  and  alfo  in  her  econ¬ 
omy  and  prudence  with  regard  to  all  affairs  at  home, 
her  hufband  reppfes  fuch.  perfeft  confidence,  that  he 
•can  go  abroad,  and  attend  to  public  bufinefs,  without 
>  the  fmaileff  anxiety  about  his  domeflic  concerns,  or 
the  leaf!  temptation  to  enrich  himfelf  at  the  expenfc  of 
other  men , . 

12.  44  She  will  do  him  good,  and  not  evil,  all  the 
days  of  her  life/’  She  will  not  only  return  his  love 
with  equal  alfeBion,  but  endeavour  to  enfure  and 

heighten 
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heighten  his  efteem  by  every  engaging  and  refpeCfabfe 
virtue.  She  will  not  only  avoid  whatever  might  pro-* 
voke  or  difpleafe,  but  ftudy  to  deferve  well  of  him  by 
promoting  his  intereft,  and  railing  his  reputation,  and 
that  not  merely  by  Harts,  or  in  tranfient  fits  of  good 
humour,  but  uniformly  and  conftantly  every  day  of-, 
her  life.  . 

13.  44  She  feeketh  wool  and  flax,  and  worketh* 
willingly  with  her  hands.”  To  tier,  idlenefs  is  fo  hate¬ 
ful,  that  her  huflband  has  no  occafion  to  excite  her  to 
induftry.  Of  her  own  accord  {he  fets  up  a  linen  and 
woollen  manufacture,  to  which  file  applies  her  hands  fo 
readily,  as  well  as  fo  dexteroufly,  that  it  is  apparent  fhe 
dejights  in  the  work. 

14.  44  She  is  like  the  merchant’s  fhips  :  fhe  bring- 
eth  her  food  from  afar.”  Her  application  and  inge¬ 
nuity  enable  her  to  maintain  her  family  without  expenfe, 
by  exchanging  the  product  for  foreign  commodities, 
when  neceflary,  on  terms  no  lefs  advantageous  than  if 
her  hufband  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  merchant  fhips  to  fetch 
them  direftly  from  diftant  countries.- 

15.  45  She  rifeth  alfo  while  it  is  yet  night ;  and  giv- 
eth  meat  to  her  houfliald,  and  a  portion  to  her  maid¬ 
ens.”  With  fuch  fpirit  and  vigour  does  fhe  proceed, 
that,  inftead  of  indulging  herfelf  in  over  much  fleep,. 
fhe  rifes  before  break  of  day,  to  make  provifion  for  ' 
thofe'who  are  to  go  abroad  to  work  in  the  fields,  and 
to  fet  her  maidens  their  feveral  tafks  at  home. 

16.  44  She  confidereth  a  field  and  buyeth  it:  with 
the  fruit  of  her  hands  fhe  planteth  a  vineyard,”  So' 
far  is  flie  from  wafting  her  hufband’s  eftate,  that,  by 
her  frugality  and  capacity,  fhe  is  continually  improving 
it  ;  firft  purchafing  a  field  fit  for  corn,  when  file  meets 
with  one  that,  on  due  infpeCfion,  fhe  finds  worth  the 
price,  and  then,  from  the  fruit  of  her  own  labours,  ad¬ 
ding  to  it  a  vineyard,  which  fhe  takes  care  to  have  well 
planted. 

17.  44  She  girdeth  her  loins  with  ftrength,  and 
flrengtheneth  her  arms.”  As  file  is  quick  in  her  or¬ 
ders  to,  thofe  about  her,  fo  fhe.  beftirs  herfelf  with  the 
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utmoft  a&ivity,  declining  no  pains  or  exertion  propor- 
tioned  to  her  ftrength,  which  is  increafed  by  conuant, 
exercife,  and  which,  with  the  cheerfulnefs,  expedition* 
and  utility  that  attend  it,  file  prefers  to  all  the  decora¬ 
tions  and  delicacy  of  indolent  beauty  . 

18.  “  She  pereeiveth  that  her  merchandife  is  good  ; 
her  candle  goeth  not  out  by  night. ”  Her  labour  in«» 
deed  fiie  finds  fo  wholefome,  and  her  traffic  fo  profit¬ 
able,  that  fiie  does  not  always  conclude  her  wort  with 
the  day  ;  but  often  continues  it  through  as  much  of 
the  night  as  can  be  fpared  from  necefiary  repofe. 

19.  «  She  Iayefh  her  hands  to  the  fpindle,  and  her 
hands  hold  the  diftaff.”  Such  manual  operations  as 
are  fuited  to  her  fex,  fhe  reckons  not  any  difparage* 
ment  to  her  quality.  Her  fingers  fhow  a  dexterity, 
that  is  alike  pleafing  in  the  performance,  and  beneficial 
in  the  effc&s. 

20.  “  She  firetcheth  out  her  hand  to  the  poor  : 
yea,  fhe  reacheth  forth  her  hands  to  the  needy. ”  Thofe 
hands,  which  (he  employs  with  fo  much  diligence  for 
the  advantage  of  her  family,  (he  fails  not  to  ftretch  out, 
with  equal  alacrity,  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent. 
She  is  not  fo  engrolled  by  the  cares  of  her  own  houf- 
hold,  as  to  forget  the  claims  of  thofe  who  have  no  hab¬ 
itation.  In  her,  frugality  never  degenerates  into  par- 
fimonv,  but  always  ininifters  to  munificence,  c  he 
poor,  whether  neater  or  more  remote,  (hare  liberally 
in  her  bounty. 

21.  “  She  is  not  afraid  of  the  fnow  for  her  houf- 
hold :  for  all  her  houfnold  are  clothed  with  fcarlet.” 
Her  bounty,  in  the  meanwhile,  is  accompanied  with 
fuch  difcretion,  that  her  own  family  and  fervants  are 
in  no  danger  of  fuffering  by  it.  They  are  provided 
againft  the  hardeft  winter  ;  they  have  changes  of  rai¬ 
ment  for  the  feveral  feafons  ;  and  when  they  are  to 
wait  upon  her,  or  to  appear  on  any  particular  occafion 
that  requires  it,  file  is  careful  to  have  them  clothed 
with  a  degree  of  fplendor. 

22.  “  She  maketh  herfelf  coverings  of  tapeflry  : 
her  clothing  is  filk  and  purple,”  The  furniture  of  her 

houfie, 
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Houfe  is  noble.  xIier  own  apparel  correfponds  with  it  ; 
She  is  not  ignorant  of  what  belongs  to  her  rank  ;  and  ; 
^ls  Supports  it  with  a  magnificence  fo  much  the  more' 
confpicuous  for  being  principally  her  own  handy-work. 

2  3*  “  hufband  is  known  in  the  gates,  when- 

he  fitteth -among  the  eiders  of  the  land  ”  Her  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  appearance  of  her  hufband  is  not  lefs  than 
to  her  own.  When  he  comes  into  the  courts  of  judi-> 
cature,  and  takes  his  place  amongft  the  fen  a  tors  of  the- 
country j  he  is  difl’inguifhed  by  the  richnefs  and  ele-- 
gance  of  the  robes  which  fhe  has  prepared  for  him. 

1  he  beholders  pro-nounce  him  a  happy  man,  in  having 
foch  a  wife  as- does  him  honour  in  public,  as  well  as** 
private,  and  who,  by  ceafing  him  of  all  {offer  cares, 
leaves  him  at  full  liberty  to  devote  himfelf  to  the  moll- 
important  tranfatlions, 

24.  44  She  maketh  fine  linen,  and  felieth  it,  and* 
delivereih  girdles  unto  the  merchant. pjer  induftry 
to  provide  for  her  family  is  fuch,  that  fhe  follows  more’ 
arts  than  one  or  two  ;  making,  for  example,  befide  oth¬ 
er  articles  already  named,  fine  linen, ■,  embroidered 
belts,  and  girdles  of  different  kinds,  curioufly  wrought, 
which  fhe  fells  at  a  confiderabie  price,  to  the  Pheni- 
cian  merchant/ 

25.  44  Strength  and  honour  are  her  clothing  ;  and  fhe 
fhall  rejoice  in  time  to  come.”  Although  in  every* 
thing  fhe' makes,  whether  for  fale  or-  for" ufe,  fhe  dif- 
plays  a  juft  tafte  of  what  is  both-beautiful.and  fplendid, 
fidl  it  mult  be  remembered,  that  her  chief  ornaments 
are  a  firm  and  conftant  mind,  a  mod-eft  and  becoming 
deportment,  a  manner  of  dealing  with  all  that  is  hon¬ 
ourable,  uniform,  and  generous  5  which  joined  to  her 
other  qualities  before  mentioned,  free  her  from  all  fear 
about  future  events,  and  prepare  her  to  meet  afflitlion, 
decay,  and  even  death  rtfeif,  with  ferenity  and  hope. 

26.  44  She  openeth  her  mouth  with  wifdom,  and 
in  her  tongue  -is-the  law  of  -kindnefs.”  Add  to  the  reft » 
this  particular  praife,  that  as  fire  preferves  the  due-mean* 
between  taciturnity  and  loquacioufnefs,  fo  fhe  loves  not 

talk  cn  fooJifh  and  frivolous  iubje&s.  but  on  fuch  a> 
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are  ferious  and  iifeful ;  on  which,  when  hie  can  intro¬ 
duce  them  with  propriety,  Hie  is  lure  to  deliver  herfelf 
pertinently,  and  gracefully.  Her  language,  on  ad  oc- 
cafions,  is  foft  and  pleafing,  expreflive  of  a  gentle 
mind,  and  a  tender  heart,  from  the  lame  fund,  Ihe  is 
led  to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  inculcating  on  all 
around  her,  kind  affe&ions,  and  mutual  concord. 

27.  “  She  looketh  well  to  the  ways  of  her  houf- 
hold,  and  eateth  not  the  bread  of  idlenefs.”  In  her 
own  houfe,  molt  efpecially,  Ihe  lsltudious  of  conveying 
edification.  She  obferves  the  motions,  and  infpefts 
the  manners  of  every  one  there,  whom  Ihe  neither  buf¬ 
fers  to  go  abroad  at  their  pleafure,  nor  to  labour  at 
home  without  proper  inftrufhons ;  a  concern,  which 
might  alone  be  thought  lulficient  to  employ  her  ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  if  Ihe  did  nothing  eife,  file  would  yet  de- 
feive  the  bread  {he  eats. 

28.  41  Her  children  arife  up,  and  call  her  blefied.: 
her  hufband  alfo,  and  he  praifeth  her.”  Happy  the 
children  of  fuch  a  mother,  whole  maternal  care  lor  their 
provifion,  but  much  more  for  their  education,  cannot 
fail  of  exciting  their  love  and  gratitude  very  early,  and 
ofdifpofing  them,  when  grown  up,  to  honour  her  per- 
fon,  and  venerate  her  virtues  1  Happy,  beyond  ex  prefix 
non.  the  hufband  of  fuch  a  wife  !  He  can  never  com¬ 
mend  her  fufliciently.  While  he  attempts  the  favour¬ 
ite  fuhjetf,  he  isfo  ftruck  with  her  lurpafhng  worth,  that 
he  cannot  relfrain  himlelf  from  crying  oui, 

20.  “  Many  daughters  have  done  virtuoufiy  ;  but 

thou  excelled  them  ail.  }  *  he  number  ot  tnole  women 

who  have  afted  worthily,  who  have  mightily  advanced 
their  families,  and  nobly  ferved  the  generations  in 
which  they  lived,  is  not  final l .  They  arc  well  entit¬ 
led  to  applaufe,  and  1  give  it  them  with  pleafure; 
but  there  was  never  any  comparable  to  thee.  I  hy 
merits,  thou  bell  of  women,  and  mofi  beloved,  thy  mer¬ 
its  far,  far  tranfeend  them  all ! 

Qo.  44  Favour  is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain  t  hut  a 
woman  that  feareth  the  Lord,  fhe  fhuii  be  praded. 
A  good  complexion,  and  fine  fhape,  are  no  doubt,  en- 
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gaging,  A  graceful  mein  and  lovely  features,  are  yet 
more  fo*  But,  as  the  greateft  beauty  foon  fades,  and 
at  laft  vartlfhes,  fo,  alas !  many  ill  qualities  may  lie  con¬ 
cealed  under  all  thefe  fair  appearances;  fuch,  indeed, 
as  utterly  to  difappoint  every  hope  of  happinefs  from 
that  quarter,  A  truly  pious  woman,  one  who  is  gov¬ 
erned  throughout  by  a  fenfe  of  duty,  and  who,  to  all 
her  other  excellent  qualities  adds  that  reverence  for 
God,  which  gives  them,  at  once,  elevation  and  ft  abili¬ 
ty — ftie,  and  fhe  alone,  is  the  completely  amiable  ob* 
jeft,  who'  will  always  impart  delight,  and  always  de¬ 
fer  ve  approbation. 

31.  “Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her  hands,  and  let 
her  own  works  praifie  her  in  the  gates.”  Let  all  con- 
fpire  to  extol  her  character  ;  for  1  cannot  do  it  enough. 
Let  her  never  want  her  juft  tribute  of  commendation* 
While  fome  are  magnified  for  their  high  birth,  fome 
prized  for  their  great  fortune,  others  admired  for  their 
iingular  beauty,  and  others  cried  up  for  attainments  of 
no  intrinfic,  or  of  no  confiderable  value  ;  let  her  per- 
fonal  conduct,  and  her  fuperior  qualities,  be  celebrated 
with  peculiar  honours  in  the  largeft  affemblies  ;  where,, 
indeed,  if  all  men  (hould  be  filent,  that  conduct,  and 
thofe  qualities,  would  refound  her  praife. 

What  a  defeription  is  here  !  Can  you  attend  to  it 
without  emotion  ?  Or  have  modern  manners  fo  warp¬ 
ed  you  minds,  that  the  Simplicity  of  ancient  virtue,  in- 
Itead  of  appearing  to  you  an  objeCt  of  veneration, 
looks  romantic  and  ridiculous?  Tell  me  then  in  good 
earneft,  were  the  women  of  thofe  days  the  lefs  eftima- 
b!e,  or  the  lefs  attractive,  that  they  did  not  wafte  their 
lives  in  a  round  of  diflipation  and  impertinence,  but 
employed  them  in  works  of  ingenuity  and  ufefulnefs, 
of  piety  and  mercy  ;  that  even  women  of  the  firft  rank 
amongft  them,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  oldeft  and  belt 
authors,  held  it  no  diminution  to  apply  their  hands  to 
different  kinds  of  manufacture  ;  that  they  took  great 
delight  in  fuch  occupations  ;  and  finally,  that  good 
houlewifery,  in  all  its  extent,  was  reckoned  an  effential 
qualification  of  every  matron  ? 

I  am 
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I  am  fufficiently  fenfible  of  the  influence  that  the 
'cufloms  of  different  ages  and  nations  have  on  the  modes 
of  thinking  that  fucceffively  obtain  ;  nor  do  I  expeCf, 
that  in  this  land  called  Chriffian,  which  ought  to  be 
unequalled  on  account  of  its  attainments,  as  much  as  it 
is  on  that  of  its  advantages,  our  mothers  or  our  daugh¬ 
ters,  in  general,  will  be  perfuaded  by  any  thing  preach¬ 
ers  can  fay,  to  emulate  the  humble  grandeur  of  many 
a  noble  lady,  of  many  a  fair  princefs  in  formeBgenera- 
tions.  Yet  I  am  not  without  hope,  that  fome  of 
them  may  be  induced  to  copy,  though  at  a  diftance, 
thofe  modeft,  but  exalted  originals. 

I  mentioned  our  daughters,  as  well  as  mothers  ;  be- 
caufe  I  would  not  have  them  think  that  they  have 
nothing  to  learn  from  the  pi&ure  we  have  juft  furveyed. 
Would  the  Virtuous  Woman,  fo  fweetly  pourtrayed 
by  Lemuel's  mother,  and  fo  particularly  marked  by 
the  characters  of  married  and  maternal  excellence,  have 
been  what  {he  was,  if,  in  her  fingle  ftate,  {he  had  not 
itudied  the  neceffary  principles  ?  - 

After  looking  at  fo  fublime  a  ftandard,  I  am  well 
aware,  that  any  thing  I  can  now  offer  on  this  part  of 
my  fubjeft,  will  appear  to  fink.  I  am  furry  for  it. 
But  fi  nee  it  muff  be  fo,  let  the  mortifying  fentiment  be 
felt  by  all,  as  a  juft  fatire  on  the  declenfion  of  this  age, 
Bo  fay  the  truth,  the  zeal  of  the  preacher  is  too  much 
depreffed  by  that  confideration,  to  bear  him  out  in 
urging  our  young  women  to  a  clofe  imitation  of  what, 
however,  he  muff, always  admire.  In  fhort,  when  we 
"peak  of  good  houfewifery  now  a  days,  we  muff  fubmit 
to  fpeak  in  a  lower  key.  Would  to  heaven,  that  of 
this  fcience  many  mothers  would  teach  their  daughters 
but  the  common  rudiments  ;  that  they  were  unfashion¬ 
able  enough  to  educate  them  to  be  fit  for  any  thin?- 
beyond  mere  fhow  ! 

What  do  not  great  families  fuffer  daily  from  the  in¬ 
capacity,  or  inattention,  of  thole  miftreffes  that  leave 
all  to  houfekeepers  and  other  fervants!  How  many 
large  effates  might  be  faved  from  ruin  by  a  wifer  con- 
I  muff  fay  it  once  more,  that  no  woman  in  the 
&  world 


world  ought  to  think  it  beneath  her  to  be  an  economic. 
An  economift  is  a  chara&er  truly  relpectabie,  in  what¬ 
ever  ftation,  To  fee  that  time  which  (hould  be  laid 
out  in  examining  the  accounts,  regulating  the  opera¬ 
tions,  and  watching  over  the  interells  of,  perhaps,  a 
numerous  family — to  fee  it  loft,  worfe  than  loft,  in 
vifiting  and  gaming,  “  in  chambering  and  wantonnefs,” 
is  (hocking.  It  is  fo,  let  the  incomes  be  as  certain, 
as  conftderable,  or  as  immenfe  as  you  will  ;  though,  by 
the  wav,  they  are  hardly  ever  fo  immenfe  in  reality,  as 
they  often  appear.  But  where,  on  the  contrary,  they 
are  both  moderate  afid  precarious,  a  conduft  of  this 
kind  vse  have  no  words  to  ftigmatize  as  it  deferves. 

Merchants  and  tradefmen  that  marry  fuch  women 
are  finely  objects  of  fingular  companion,  if,  indeed, 
they  were  deceived  into  an  opinion,  that  the  women 
ihev  have  eftofen  for  their  partners  were  taught  this 
neceffary  piece  of  knowledge.  But  very  feldom,  as 
matters  are  managed  at  prefent,  nave  they  fuch  decep¬ 
tion  to  plead  for  their  choice.  Is  it  poflible  they  can 
be  ignorant  in  what  manner  young  ladies  are  bred  at 
rnolfof  our  boarding-fchools  ?  And  do  they  not  fee  in 
what  manner  they  generally  behave  on  coming  home  ? 
Some  of  them,  i  acknowledged  before,  when  placed  in 
houfes  of  their  own,  appear  to  much  more  advantage 
than  could  be  reafonably  expected.  But  1  repeat  the 
queftion  I  then  afked,  Is  10  great  a  chance,  in  an 
affair  of  fuch  confequence,  to  be  relied  upon  ? 

It  mu  ft  be  owned  alfo.  that  in  this  age,  the  order  or 
ficrure  of  a  table  is  pretty  well  underftoed,  as  fai  as  re¬ 
lates  to  (plendor  and  parade.  But  would  it  not  be 
worth  your  while  to  improve  upon  the  art,  by  learning 
to  connect  frugality  with  elegance  ;  to  produce  a  gen¬ 
teel,  or  however  a  good  appearance,  from  things  of  lefs 
expenfe  ?  I  know  it  is  difficult,  Specially  in  great 
cities  ;  but  I  am  fure  it  is  laudable,  and  deferves  tube 
attempted.  This  you  may  depend  upon,  that  moil 
men  are  highly  pleafed  to  obferve  fuch  economical  tal¬ 
ents  in  a  young  woman  ;  and  thofe  talents  in  one  that 

is  married  will  fcarce  ever  fail  to  animate  the  apphea- 
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tion,  excite  the  generoftty,  and  heighten  the  confidence 
of  a  hufband.  The  contrary  difcourages  and  difgufts, 
beyond  expreflion  ;  I  mean>  where  the  hufband  La* 
any  fobriety,  or  any  prudence.  The  follies  infepaia- 
ble  from  profufion,  and  the  miferies  daily  produced  by 
it,  I  do  not  pretend  to  enumerate.  A  moment’s  con- 
fideration  will  convince  you,  that  it  is  always  unwife 
and  muft  be  generally  deftru&ive. 

Next  to  direft  profufion,  is  that  indifpofuion  to  fami¬ 
ly  affairs,  which  coo  commonly  follows  on  habits  01 
difftpation  contrafted  early.  A  young  woman  who 
has  turned  her  thoughts  to  thofe  matters  in  her  rather  s 
houfe,  or  in  any  other  where  Providence  may  havedif- 
pofed  her  lot,  and  who  has  been  accuftomed  to  acquit  her- 
felf  well  in  any  leffer  department  entrufted  to  her  care, 
will  afterwards,  when  her  province  is  enlarged,  fltde 
into  the  duties  of  it  with  readinels  and  pleafure.  T  he 
particulars  have  already  paffed  through  her  mind*  The 
different  feenes,  as  they  rife,  will  not  difconcert  her* 
Being  acquainted  with  the  leading  rules,  and  having 
had  fome  opportunities  of  applying  them,  or  of  feeing 
them  applied,  her  own  good  fenfe  will  dictate  the  reft, 
and  render  eafy  and  agreeable  to  her  that  which,  to  a 
modifh  lady,  is  all  ft  range,  perplexing,  and  irkfome. 
How  ilrong  the  contrail!  Who  does  not  perceive 
where  the  preference  is  due  ? 

Hear  what  a  mafterly  writer,  who  feems  to  have 
been  well  acquainted  with  the  world,  and  particularly 
with  the  commercial  part  of  it,  has  advanced,  on  this 
head,  in  his  advice  to  a  fon,  where  he  is  dire&ing  him 
as  to  the  choice  of  a  wife.  “  1  his  bear  always  in  mind, 
that  if  {he  is  not  frugal,  if  fhe  is  not  what  is  called  a 
Good  Manager,  if  fhe  does  not  pique  herfelt  on  her 
knowledge  of  family  affairs,  and  laying  out  her  money 
to  the  heft  advantage  ;  let  her  be  ever  fo  fweetly  temper¬ 
ed,  gracefully  made,  or  elegantly  accomplifhed,  fhe  is  no 
wife  for  a  tradefman  :  and,”  he  even  adds,  all  thole 
otherwise  amiable  talents  will  hut  open  juft  fo  many 
ways  to  ruin/’  After  relating  a  little  ftorv,  full  ofin- 

ftru6tion, 
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hrufhon,  he  (has  goes  on  :  “  In  fhort,..  re  member  your 
mother,  who  was  io  exquifttely  verfed  in  this  art,  tha^ 
her  drefs,  her  table,  and  every  other  particular,  appear¬ 
ed  rather  iplentnd  than  otherwife  j  and  yet  good  houfe- 
vifery  was  the  foundation  of  all ;  and  her  bills,  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  were  a  fourth  lefs  than  molt  of 
her  neighbours,  who  had  hardly  cleanlinefs  to  boaft,  in 
return  for  their  aukward  prodigality.” 

,  ^ur  perhaps  you  will  tell  me,  that  you  may  never 
nave  occafion  to  exert  fuch  qualities  in  any  Iphere  of 
eonfequence.  The  anfwer  is  obvious.  As  the  future 
is  uncertain,  you  ought  to  acquire  them  in  cafe  of  need, 
be  Tides,  in  fact,  there  is  no  fituation,  where  the  gene¬ 
ral  principles  of  frugality  are  not  neceffary,  on  the 
fcore  both  of  discretion  and  charity.  In  the  mean 
while,  the  acquifition  will  be  honourable  and  the  ftudy 
ufefui.  It  not  only  becomes  your  fex,  but  will  em¬ 
ploy  your  minds  innocently  and  virtuoufly,  at  hours 
which  you  might  be  tempted  to  fpend  in  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  manner.  The  fubjetl  is  not  intricate  ;  yet  it  ad¬ 
mits  of  a  confiderable  detail,  and  will  take  up  fome 
time.  1  he  learning  to  write  a  fair  hand,  and  to  cafi 
accounts  with  facility  ;  the  looking  into  the  difpofi- 
tions  and  practices  of  fervants  ;  the  informing  your- 
felves  about  the  prices  of  every  thing  needful  for  a 
family,  together  with  the  bed  methods,  and  propereft 
feafons,  for  providing  it ;  the  obferving  whatever  re¬ 
lates  to  cleanlinels  and  neatnefs  in  the  furniture  and. 
apartments  of  a  houfe  ;  the  undemanding  how  to  deal 
with  domellics,  tradefmen,  and  others  ;  above  all,  the 
obtaining  every  poflible  iight  with  relation  to  the 
nurfing,  management  and  education  of  children — -thefe, 
and  fuch  like  articles,  will,  if  X  miftake  not,  furnifh 
ample  fcope  for  the  exercile  of  your  faculties,  in  the 
purfuit  of  what  I  have  termed  Domeflic  Accomplifh- 
ments.  Nor  would  I  have  you  defpil'e  any  one  of 
them  as  trivial  or  dull.  If  they  fliouid  feem  either, 
you  mult  give  me  leave  to  fay  the  fault  is  in  you.  If, 
on  any  pretence  whatever,  you  fhould  affeft  to  call 
them  io,  f  fhould  deem  it  a  mark  of — ~  “But  I  for¬ 
bear  5 
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bear  ;  and,  for  your  encouragement  to  fuch  applica¬ 
tion,  would  take  notice,  that  from  what  is  thus  necef- 
fary  and  beneficial,  you  may,  time  after  time,  pafs, 
with  a  tranfition  often  imperceptible,  to  what  is  alfo 
pretty  and  entertaining.  Which  leads  me  to  fpeak, 

In  the  fecond  place,  of  the  Elegant  Atcomplifii- 
ments,  I  propofed  to  recommend.  Of  thefe,  all  will 
be  found  confident  with  Chridian  Sobriety,  and  feve- 
ral  conducive  to  it.  Where  morals  are  not  in  fome 
meafure,  concerned,  the  peculiar  modes  of  an  age  can 
occafion  no  material  difference.  Some  particulars,  I 
am  now  to  touch  upon,  might  not  fuit  that  unfettled 
and  perfecuted  ftate  which  the  firft  profeffdrs  of  chrif- 
tianity  were  in,  nor  that  diftinguifhed  feverity  of  man¬ 
ners  which  would  naturally  arife  out  of  fuch  a  condi¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  out  of  their  late  feparation  from  pagan- 
ifm  ;  and  yet  thofe  things  may  be  no  way  improper 
in  a  chriftian  woman  of  thefe  times,  when  religion  is 
edahlifhed,  when  property  is  fecured,  and  when  the 
prevalence  of  a  fyftem  fupremely  benevolent,  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  fear  from  a  jealous  policy,  or  a  bigotted  prieft- 
bood. 

To  begin  with  that  exercife  which  women  appear 
almoll  univerfaily  fond  of,  but  which  fcrupulous  minds 
have  uiually  thought  exceptionable.  For  my  own 
part,  I  muff  acknowledge,  i  can  fee  no  reafon  for  de¬ 
clamation  againd  the  moderate  and  difcreet  ufe  of 
Dancing.  “  To  every  thing/’  fays  Solomon,  “  there 
is  a  feafon,  and  a  time  to  every  purpofe  under  the 
heaven  /’—among  the  reff — u  a  time  to  dance.”— 
Even  thofe  purfuits  which  all  approve,  and  approve 
mod  highly,  may  be  abufed.  Nothing  is  txemptfrom 
fnares  :  but  one  of  the  word  is  a  difpohtion  to  be  pee- 
vifh,  illiberal,  and  unfociable.  In  the  Jewidi  inditu- 
tion,  it  is  well  known,  the  exercife  in  quedion  was 
adopted  into  religious  worfliip  Jtfelf,  It  is  yet  more 
remarkable,  that  in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  fon, 
our  Saviour  mentions  dancing  as  making  a  part  of  the 
friendly  and  honed  feihvity  indulged  on  his  return. 
The  dingle  indance  recorded  in  the  New  Tedament, 
K  2  wherein 
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wherein  it  was  perverted  to  a  pernicious  purpofe,  has- 
been  weakly  urged  againft  a  practice,  that,  ufed  with 
temperance  and  prudence,  is  certainly  adapted  to  pro¬ 
mote  health  and  good  humour,  a  fecial  fpirit,  and  kind 
affe&ions  between  the  {exes,  with  that'eafy  graceful 
carriage,  to  which  Nature  has  annexed  very  pleafin* 
perceptions  in  the  beholders. 

With  refpeft  to  this  laft,  it  feems  to  me,  that  there' 
can  be  no  impropriety  in  it,  any  more  than  in  modu¬ 
lating  the  voice  into  the  mod  agreeable  tones  in  Ting¬ 
ing  y  to  which  none,  I  think,  will  ob]e&.  What  is 
dancing,  m  the  bell  fenfe,  but  the  harmony  of  motion 
rendered  more  palpable?  Aukwardnefs,  rufticity,  un¬ 
graceful  gellures.  can  never  iurely  be  meritorious.  It 
is  the  oblervation  of  a  celebrated'  phiiofopher,  who 
was  Hulled  on  medt  fubjecls,  that  44  the  principal  part 
of  beauty  is  indecent  and  gracious  motion.  "  And 
here  one  cannot  help  regretting  that  this,  which  may 
be  conlidered,  in  feme  meafure,  as  the  virtue  of  tho 
body,  is  not  oftener  icon  in  our  country,  as  if  the  foie 
tiefign  of  dancing  were  to  fupply  the  anmfement  of  the 
hour.  A  model!,  but  animated  mien,  an  air  at  once, 
unaffe&ed  and  noble,  are,  doubtiefs,  circumlfances  of 
great  attraction  and  delight. 

I  faid  a  Modeft  mien;  for  (hat  mull  never  be  given 
up:  And  on  this  account,  I  own.  I  cannot  much  ap¬ 
prove  of  a  young  lady  's  dancing  often  in  public  affem- 
biies,  which,  without  a  lingular  guard,  muff  gradually 
wear  off  that  lovely  bafhfulnefs  fo  largely  inculcated  in 
a  former  difeoufe.  Private  circles,  confiding  chiefly 
of  friends  and  relations,  and  where  perfons  of  more 
years,  than  the  younger  performers,  are  prefenr, 
I  fhould  eheem  in  every  refpefr,  the  mod  eligible 
Wh  ere  fuch  precautions  are  ebferved,  and  this  diver- 
lion  is  not  inhered  to  interfere  with  health,  regularity, 
model!  apparel,  and  prudent  expenfe  ;  I  freely  con- 
fefs,  that  1  am  one  Gf  thofe  who  can  look  on  with  a 
very  fenfible  fatisfaftion,  well  pleafed  to  lee  a  company 
of  young  people  joyful  with  innocence,  and  happy  in 
each  other,  if  an  exercife  fo  fociable,  and  fo  enliv¬ 
ening, 
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ening,  were  to  occupy  foriie  part  of  that  time  which  is 
lavilhed  on  cards,  would  the  youth  of  either  fexbelof- 
ers  by  it  ?  I  think  not. 

Having  mentioned  Cards,  I  will  ufe  the  freedom,, 
unplegfing  as  it  may  prove,  or  ill  bred  as  it  may  ieem?, 
to  offer  a°  few  plain  remarks  on  the  paffiori  for  them, 
which  is  now  become  fo  llrangely  predominant,  as  to 
take  the  lead  of  every  thing  elfe,  in  almoff  every  com¬ 
pany,  of  every  rank.  With  many  indeed  it  fee  ms  to 
be  a  calling,  and,  as  a  witty  author  has  obferved,  “  A 
laborious  one  too,  fuch  as  they  toil  night  and  day  at, 
nay,  do  not  allow  themfeives  that  rerniffion  which  the 
laws,  both  of  God  and  man,  have  provided  for  the 
meaneff  mechanic,  The  Sabbath  is  to  them  no  day 
of  ieft  *,  but  this  trade  goes  on  when  ail  fhops  are  fhut. 
1  know  not,”  continues  he,  “  how  they  fatisfy  them¬ 
feives  in  fuch  an  habitual  wade  of  their  time  ;  but  I 
much  doubt  that  plea,  what  foe  ver  it  is,  which  paffeth 
with  them,  will  fcarce  hold  weight  at  his  tribunal  who 
hath  commanded  us  to  redeem,  not  fling  away  our 
time.” 

To  the  fame  occupation  what  numbers  facrifice  their 
health  and  fpirits,  with  every  natural  pleafure  that  de¬ 
pends  on  tliefe,  not  excepting  even  the  comforts  of 
irefh  air  ;  purfiling  it  in  the  country  with  the  fame 
unabating  ardour  as  in  town,  and  to  ail  the  beauty  and 
fweetnefs  of  rural  feenes,  in  the  hneft  feafon,  prefer¬ 
ring  the  fuffocating  atmofphere  of  perhaps  a  fmall  a- 
partmenf,  where  they  regularly,  every  day,  if  poffible, 
crowd  round  the  card  table  for  hours  together!  What 
needeft  of  bufinefs  and.  ftudv,.  what  ruin  of  credit,  of 
fortune,  of  families,  of  connexions,  of  all  that  is  valua¬ 
ble  in  this  world,  often  follows  the  frenzy  I  fpeak  of, 
who  can  exprefs  ? 

I  will  fuppofe,  my  fair  hearers,  nay,  I  do  hope  that 
the  demon  of  Avarice  has  not  yet  taken  poffeifion  of 
your  hears.  But  do  ye  know  any  thing  fo  likely  to 
introduce  him,  as  the  fpirit  of  Gaming  ?  Is  not  this  laff 
a  kindred  fiend  ;  and  does  not  he,  like  mod  other 
tempters,  advance  by  flow  Heps,  and  with  a  fmiling  af- 
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pe&  ?  Tell  me  in  fober  fadnefs,  what  fecurity  can  you 
have  that  the  love  of  play  will  not  lead  you  to  the  love 
of  gaming  ? 

Between  thefe  I  know  there  is  a  diftinftion.  But 
is  it  not  a  diftinftion,  at  beft,  refembling  that  between  ' 
twilight  and  darknefs  ;  and  does  not  one  fucceed  the 
other  almoft  as  naturally  ?  The  former  at  firft  is  cheer¬ 
ful  and  ferene,  retaining  fome  rays  of  pleafantry  and 
good  humour  ;  but  by  little  and  little  thefe  difappear. 
A  deepening  (hade  takes  place;  till  at  laft,  every  em¬ 
anation  of  mirth  and  good  nature  dying  away,  all  is  in¬ 
volved  in  the  gloom  of  anxiety,  fufpicion,  envy,  dif- 
guft,  and  every  dreadful  paflion  that  lowers  in  the 
train  of  Covetoufnefs.  I  fay  not,  that  this  always 
happens ;  but  I  afk  again,  what  fecurity  is  there  that 
it  will  not  happen  to  you  ?  Did  not  every  gamefter  in 
the  world,  whether  male  or  female,  begin  juft  where 
you  do  ?  And  is  it  not  probable,  that  many  of  that  in¬ 
famous  tribe  had  once  as  little  apprehenfion  as  you  can 
have,  of  proceeding  thofe  lengths  to  which  they  have 
fince  run,  through  the  natural  progrefs  of  vice,  no 
where  more  infatuating  or  more  rapid  than  in  this  ex¬ 
ecrable  one  ? 

But  let  us  fuppofe  the  defire  of  winning  fhould  in 
you,  never  rife  to  that  rage,  which  agitates  the  breaft 
of  many  a  fine  lady,  difcompofes  thofe  features,  and 
inflames  thofe  eyes,  where  nothing  fhould  be  feen  but 
foft  illumination.  Are  there  not  lower  degrees  in  the 
thirft  of  gain,  which  a  liberal  mind  would  ever  careful¬ 
ly  avoid  ?  And  pray,  confider ;  when  either  by  fupe- 
rior  {kill,  or  what  is  called  better  luck,  you  happen  to 
ftrip  of  her  money,  of  that  money  which  it  is  very  pof- 
fible  fhe  can  ill  fpare,  an  acquaintance,  a  companion, 
a  friend,  one  whom  you  profefs,  at  leaft,  to  love  and 
honour,  perhaps  at  the  very  moment  to  entertain,  with 
all  the  facred  rites  of  hofpitality — is  there  nothing  un¬ 
kind,  noihing  fordid,  in  giving  way  to  that  which 
draws  after  it  fuch  conferences  P  Is  this  the  fpirit  of 
friendfljip  or  humanity ? — BlefTed  God!  How  does 
the  paflion  I  condemn  deprave  the  worthieft  afte&ions 
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of  nature ;  and  bow  does  that  bewitching  power,  the 
Eafhion  of  the  times  pervert,  even  the  bdiunderftandB 
ings,  when  refigned  to  its  impoftures ! 

Nor  is  it  the  laws  of  humanity  and  friendfhip  only,, 
that  are  tranfgrelfed  by  the  lull  of  gaming.  T  he  fweet 
emotions  of  iove  and  tendernefs  between  the  fexes  arc 
often  fwallowed  up  by  this  all-devouring  appetite  ; 
an  appetite,  which,  perhaps,  beyond  any  thing  eiie, 
tends  to  harden  and  contraft  the  heart,  at  the  lame 
time  that  the  immoderate  indulgence  of  it  excludes  a 
thoufand  little  reciprocations  of  fentiment  and  joy, 
which  would  ferve  to  kindle  and  feed  the  flame  of  vir¬ 
tuous  affection. - How  much  converfation  fuffers 

from  it,  who  does  not  perceive  ? 

H  ere  indeed  you  will  tell  me,  with  an  air  of  tri¬ 
umph,  that  it  prevents  a  great  deal  of  fcandal.  What 
then,  are  your  minds  fo  unfurnifhed,  fo  vacant,  that 
without  cards  you  mud  neceflarily  fly  to  that  wretch¬ 
ed  re fource  ?  Creation,  providence,  religion,  books*, 
obfervation,  fancy  ;  do  thefe  prefent  fo  narrow  a  field 
of  entertainment,  as  to  force  you  on  the  alternative  of 
preying  either  on  the  reputation  or  on  the  property  of 
others? — —But,  now  1  recoiled,  while  you  pofleis  an 
art  of  fuch  utility  as  this  laft,  for  filling  up  the  blanks 
of  difcourie,  as  well  as  for  repairing  the  wafies  of  ex¬ 
travagance,  why  fhould  you  give  yourfelves  any  trou¬ 
ble  to  read  or  think,  to  enlarge  your  ideas,  or  improve 
your  faculties,  beyond  the  ufual  ftandard  ?  Surely  the 
knowledge  of  the  moft  fafhionable  games,  of  the  moll  re¬ 
markable  characters,  of  the  reigning  modes  and  ainufe- 
ments  of  the  feafon,  with  a  few  common-place  compli¬ 
ments,  remarks,  and  matters  of  fad,  but  efpecially  fome 
paffages  of  private  hifiory,  told  by  way  of  fecret  to  all 
the  world,  is  quite  fufficient,  by  the  help  of  a  little  vi¬ 
vacity  which  Nature  will  fupply,  to  accomplifh  you 

for  every  purpofe  of  modern  fociety.  . -Alas !  how 

poor  is  all  this  !  How  unworthy  the  principal  attention 
of  beings  made  <£  but  a  little  lower  than  the  angels/3 
and  profefling  to  believe  in  the  communion  of  faints ! 

But 
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But  are  there  not  many  general  companies,  in  which 
it  were  impoflible  to  fpend  a  long  evening  with  any 
tolerable  eafe,  or  propriety,  but  by  borrowing  affiftance 
from  the  card-table  ?  I  grant  it,  as  things  are  now  ; 
and,  when  you  are  fo  fituated,  your  complying  with 
the  occafion  may  be  both  allowable  and  proper,  pro¬ 
vided  the  flakes  are  but  trifling,  your  tempers  not  ruf¬ 
fled,  and  what  you  win  or  Iofe  is  agreed  to  be  given  a- 
way  in  charity.  By  this  means,  perhaps,  you  may 
44  make  to  yourfeives  friends  of  the  mammon  of  un- 
righteoufnefs.” 

But  tell  me,  I  befeech  you,  where  is  the  necedity  of 
being  very  often  in  general  companies  ?  Are  thefe  the 
fcenes  of  true  enjoyment?  What,  where  the  heart 
cannot  be  unfolded  ;  where  the  underflanding  has  little 
or  no  play  ;  where  all  is  referve,  ceremony,  fhow  ; 
where  the  fmile  of  complaifance  is  frequently  put 
on,  to  deceive,  and  even  the  warmed  profelfions  of  re¬ 
gard,  are  fometimes  made  the  “cloak  of  maliciouf- 
nefs  !** 

There  is  not,  methinks,  any  thing  more  comtempti- 
ble,  or  more  to  be  petied,  than  that  turn  of  mind, 
which,  finding  no  entertainment  in  itfelf,  none  at  home, 
none  in  books,  none  in  rational  converfation,  nor  in 
the  intercourfes  of  real  friendfhip,  nor  in  ingenious 
works  of  any  kind,  is  continually  feeking  to  flifle  re¬ 
flexion  in  a  tumult  of  pleasures,  and  to  divert  weari- 
nefs  in  a  crowd. 

44  But  can  it  be  fuppoled,  that  even  in  more  private 
meetings,  people  fhould  be  always  able  to  pafs  the  time 
without  cards  ?”  You  ought  to  fpeak  more  plainly, 
and  fay,  to  Kill  the  time  ;  for  that  is  commonly  the 
cafe.  By  the  mod  favourable  reckoning,  the  greated 
part  of  thofe  hours  that  are  devoted  to  plav  is  lod. — 
That  which  was  begun  for  amufement  is  lengthened 
out  to  fatigue.  No  one  improving  or  generous  idea  fs 
circulated  ;  no  one  happy  or  foiacing  recolleXion  is 
iecured.  The  whole  is  to  be  fet  down  as  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  fpan  of  life  cut  off  without  advantage, 
and  without  fatisfaXion,  as  far  as  virtue  or  reafon  is 
concerned,  4  Whac 
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t  What  then  (hall  we  do  when  together  ?  Do  l 
Why,  converfe,  or  hold  your  tongues,  as  good  fenfe 
and  unaffebled  nature  prompt  to  either.  Do!  Why, 
work,  read,  fing,  dance,  laugh,  and  look  grave  by 
turns,  as  occafion  ferves  ;  any  thing  in  the  world  that 
is  innocent,  rather  than  eternal  play,  tor  perfons, 
in  all  the  gaiety  of  health,  and  iprightlinefs  of  youth  ; 
perfons  not  relaxed  by  infirmity,  or  exhaufled  by  bu- 
brief?  ;  perfons  with  numberlefs  fources  of  delight  laid 
open  to  them,  and -every  natural  relifh  lively  andflrong 
— for  them  to  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  fpend  a  {ingle  even¬ 
ing  without  cards,  what  a  degradation  of  the  human 
mind  ! 

Willing  to  corroborate  an  argument  which  to  me 
appears  of  fuch  importance,  I  will  avail  myfelf  of  the 
words  of  a  writer  now  living,  who  is  not  l#fs  refpebla- 
Me  for  the  force  than  for  the  morality  of  his  pen* 
Complaining  of  the  fatal  pafTion  for  play?  he  men¬ 
tions,  amongft  other  mifchiefs  to  which  it  leads, 
its  tendency  44  to  deflroy  all  difhnciions  both  of  rank 
and  fex  ;  10  crufh  all  emulation,  but  that  of  fraud  ;  to 
confound  the  world  in  a  chaos  of  folly  ;  to  with-hold 
youth  from  its  natural  peafures,  deprive  wit  of  its  in¬ 
fluence,  and  beauty  of  11s  charms  ;  to  extinguish  the 
(lames  of  the  lover,  as  well  as  of  the  patriot  ;  to  fink 
life  into  a  tedious  uniformity,  and  to  allow  it  no  other 
hopes  or  fears  but  thole  of  robbing  and  being  robbed.” 

He  adds,  in  the  fame  animated  flyle,  44  l'hatif  thofe 
of  your  fex  who  have  minds  capable  of  nobler  fenti- 
menfs,  will  unite  in  vindication  of  tbeir  pleafures  and 
their  prerogatives,  they  may  hx  a  time  at  which  card;? 
(hall  ceafe  to  be  in  falhion,  or  be  left  only  to  thofe 
who  have  neither  beauty  to  be  loved,  rior  fpirit  to  be 
feared  :  neither  knowledge  to  teach,  nor  modefly  to 
learn  ;  and  who,  having  paired  their  youth  in  vice,  are 
juflly  condemned  to  fpend  their  age  in  folly. ” 

But  I  proceed  to  a  more  agreeable  talk,  that  of  re¬ 
commending,  in  the  next,  place,  thofe  ingenious  works 
mentioned  a  little  while  ago, 
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As  to  Needle-work  in  particular,  we  find  it  fpokeft 
of  in  fcripture  with  commendation*  Its  beauty  and 
advantages  are  univerfally  apparent.  It  was  pra&ifed 
by  ladies  formerly,  and  ladies  of  the  firft  rank,  much 
more  than  it  is  at  prefent.  They  indeed  had  much 
more  leifure  than  moll  of  their  pofterity.  They  were 
fimple  enough,  I  fuppofe  to  be  in  love  with  home,  and 
to  leek  their  happinefs  in  their  duty.  Of  that  duty 
they  conhdered  diligence  as  a  part ;  nor  does  it  appear 
to  have,  in  the  lead,  cramped  their  imaginations.  Of 
tneir  fkill  in  this  way  we  have  feen  very  laudable  mon» 
uinents.  They  onlv  wanted  inflruflion  in  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Fine  Arts,  to  give  their  performances  a  jufl- 
cr  tafle.  At  any  rate,  their  time  would,  by  fuch 
means,  pafs  away  more  pleafantly.  They  would  be 
under  little  temptation  of  wandering  abroad  ;  confe- 
cuently  they  would  efcape  infinite  (hares  and  incon¬ 
veniences.  Then,  too,  private  converfation  would  be 
cultivated  on  a  much  more  rational  footing  ;  and  many 
a  pleafing  difcuflion  Would  arife  on  the  fubjecl  of  their 
various  prcdu£lions.  Their  fancies,  called  forth  by  a 
thoufand  prettineffes,  and  kept  up  by  the  fpirit  of  ele¬ 
gant  emulation,  would,  of  courfe,  be  poiifhed  and  ex¬ 
alted.  This,  I  believe,  will  be  found  true,  that  thofe 
females,  of  the  prefent  age,  who  have  refolution 
enough  to  copy  To  antiquated  an  example,  feldom  fail 
to  prove  the  moil  entertaining  companions. 

I  once  knew’  a  iadv,  noble  by  her  birth,  but  more 
noble  by  her  virtues,  who  never  fat  idle  in  company, 
unlefs  when  compelled  to  it  by  the  pun&ilio  of  cere¬ 
mony,  which  file  took  care  fhould  happen  as  rarely  as 
poffible.  lieing  a  perfeft  mid  refs  of  her  needle,  and 
having  an  excellent  tafle  in  that,  as  in  many  other 
things,  her  manner,  whether  at  home,  or  abroad  with 
her  friends  ^for  friends  {he  had,  though  a  woman  of 
fafhion,  and  bred  at  court)  was  to  be  conflantly  engag¬ 
ed  in  working  Tomething  ufeful,  or  fome thing  beauti¬ 
ful  :  at  the  lame  time  that  (he  abided  in  fupporting 
the  converfation,  with  an  attention  and  capacity  which 
I  have  never  feen  exceeded.  For  the  fake  of  variety 
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7 arid  improvement,  when  in  her  own  houfe,  fomc  one. 
of  the  company  would  often  read  aloud,  while  {he  and 
her  female  vifitants  Were  thus  employed.  I  mull  add* 
that  during  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  federal  years, 
1  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  "her  once  driven  to  the 
polite  necelTity  of  either  winning  or  lofing  money  at 
play,  and  making  her  guefts  defray  the  expenfe  of  the 
entertainment. 

Permit  me,  before  I  dffmifs  this  article,  to  offer  a 
hint  or  two,  that  may  not  be  unworthy  your  obferva- 
tion.  Inflesd  of  that  minute  and  laborious  kind  of 
work,  which  is  often  pratfifed  by  young  ladies,  I 
fhould  think  that  (lighter  and  freer  patterns  would,  for 
the  moit  part,  be  greatly  preferable,  The  fight  would 
be  in  no  danger  of  being  {(mined  ;  much  lefs  time  would 
be  required  to  finilh  them  ;  and,  when  finifhed,  they 
would  produce  a  much  better  eileft.  They  would 
give,  beyond  coevparifon,  more  (cope  to  the  imagina¬ 
tion  ;  they  would  Exhibit  an  eafe,  a  gracefulnefs.  and 
a  flow  that  ought  to  enter,  as  much  as  pofiibie,  into 
all  works  of  tahe  ;  and  as  they  would  admit  a  far 
greater  multiplicity  of  ornament,  fo  likewife  the  pur- 
pofe  of  utility  would  be  promoted  in  a  far  higher  de¬ 
gree. 

The  bufmefs  of  {hading  with  the  needle  is  now, 
comparatively,  feldom  thought  of  but  at  fchooi,  where 
it  is  frequently  taught  in  a  paltry,  and  always  in  a  de¬ 
fend' ve  manner,  though  certainly  defervmg  of  particu¬ 
lar  attention.  1  he  difpohtion,  harmony,  and  melting 
of  colours  in  this  way,  afford  one  of  the  hnelt  exercifes 
to  female  genius,  and  one  of  the  moil  amufing  that  can 
he  imagined  ;  befide  that,  fuch  productions  are  the 
mod  permanent. 

lint  the  truth  is,  nothing  complete  or  diffinguifhed 
in  thofe  attempts  can  be  expended,  while  the  proper 
foundation  is  lo  generally  omitted  to  he  laid  ;  .1  mean 
Drawing,  which  is 

*1  he  third  accomplifhment  I  would  take  the  liberty 
to  inculcate.  rI  hat  many  more  young  ladies  would 
be  found  qualified  for  fuch  a  ffudy  than  is  ufualiy  ap- 
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prehended,  I  cannot  doubt.  Several,  I  am  certain, 
have  applied  to  it  with  the  greateft  fuccefs  and  pleaf- 
ure,  who,  before  they  began,  did  not  promife  them- 
felves  the  leall.  It  is  truly  furprifing,  that  fo  few  of 
our  more  intelligent  females  fhould  (how  a  defire  of  be¬ 
ing  inOrufted  in  fo  pleafing  an  art,  at  a  time  too  when 
it  is  to  be  learnt  with  fuch  advantage  and  encourage¬ 
ment. 

None  can  be  ignorant,  that  the  principles  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  drawing  were  never  underhood  among!!  us  to 
the  height  they  are  at  prefent  ;  owing,  chiefly,  to  the 
patronage  of  a  fociety,  that  reflects  the  greatei!  credit 
on  this  country,  and  on  this  age.  But  here  juflice  to 
•your  fex  demands  an  acknowledgement  which  we  joy¬ 
fully  make,  that  feveral  honorary  rewards  have  been 
moil  defervediy  gained  by  young  ladies  of  rank  and 
chara&er,  for  fpectmens  of  ingenuity,  which,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  their  grand-children  will,  one  day,  mention 

and  emulate  with  honeft  pride. 

If  Inch  of  you,  my  amiable  hearers,  as  are  in  a  fitu- 
ation  to  try  whether  Nature  has  given  you  taients  for 
this  beautiful  accomplifhment,  would  fairly  make  the 
effay,  you  might,  very  probably,  open  to  yourfelves, 
and  to  your  friends,  a  Ipring  of  entertainment  that 
would  never  run  dry  ;  that  would  contribute  to  im¬ 
prove,  while  it  delighted  you,  by  adding  to  your  ideas 
of  elegance  and  grace  \  that  would  prevent  many  a 
folly,  and  man)'  a  fin.  which  proceed  from  idlenefs 
and,  be  not  hurt  if  I  add,  that  would  prove  the  means 
of  future  fupport,  fhould  it  pieafe  the  Supreme  "W  lf- 
doin  to  reduce  you  to  a  Hate  or  dependance. 

There  are  other  pretty  works  extremely  proper  .or 
female  hands,  which  1  need  not  fpecify  here  fine e 
feveral  of  the  remarks  already  made  will,  1  piefume, 
be  applicable  to  them.  Let  it  fuffice  to  lay  in  gene¬ 
ral,  that  whatever  is  genteel,  and  whatever  is  uietu  , 
in  fuch  occupations,  fhould  always  claim  your  regaiC, 
when  you  have  leifure  and  capacity.  1  he  former  you 
will  feldom  want,  if  you  have  learnt  to  portion  out 

vour  time  with  judgment  ;  and  in  the  latter  you  oug  it 
v  never 
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never  to  pronounce  yourfelves  defefhve,  before  you 
have  honeilly  tried. 

The  laft  accomphfbment  of  the  elegant  kind,  which 
I  fhall  mention,  is  Mufic.  This,  I  conceive,  is  to  be 
recommended  with  more  difcrimination  than  tne  rell, 
how  much  foever  fueh  a  notion  may  contradicl  the  pre¬ 
vailing  opinion.  It  is  very  true,  there  are  young  la¬ 
dies  who,  without  any  particular  advantage  of  a  natu¬ 
ral  ear  or  good  voice,  have,  by  means  of circumdances 
peculiarly  favourable,  made  great  proficiency  in  mulic  l 
but  it  is  as  true,  that  they  have  made  it  at  a  vaft  ex- 
penfe  of  time  and  application  ;  fuch  as  no  woman 
ought  to  beftow  upon  an  object  to  which  (lie  is  not  car¬ 
ried  by  the  irreiiftibie  impulfe  ef 

In  many  other  arts  it  Is  poffible  tor  original  talents 
to  lie  dormant,  till  called  up  by  affiduity  or  accident; 
but  where  there  is  a  ftrong  propenfion  to  this,  it  will,  I 
imagine,  hardly  forbear  to  burit  out,  by  means  of  the 
tranfeen  ient  pleafure  derived  from  it  on  ail  occafions. 
If  it  do  not,  if  even  the  beft  mufic  can  be  heard  with¬ 
out  a  degree  of  delight,  bordering  on  tranfport;  either 
the  practice  will  never  reward  the  pains  neceffary  for 
acquiring  it ;  or,  there  being  no  native  vein  of  excel¬ 
lence  in  that  way,  it  will,  as  has  been  commonly  ob- 
ierved,  be  difeontinued  on  a  change  of  condition  ;  in 
which  cafe  you  lofe  the  labour  of  years,  that  might 
have  been  directed  with  laflmg  benefit  into  fame  other 
channel. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  you  will  readily  allow,  that  for  a 
young  perfon  who  has  no  turn  for  the  fludy  I  am  fpeak- 
mg  of,  to  be'condemned  both  to  mortify  herfelf,  and  to 
punifh  her  acquaintance,  by  murdering  every  k ifon  pur. 
into  her  hands,  is  a  very  aukward  fituation,  however 
much  her  mailer  may,  for  the  fake  of  his  craft,  flatter 
her  or  her  friends;  affuring  them,  perhaps,  with  an  air 
of  great  folemnuy,  "that  he  never  had  a  better  fcholar 
in  his  whole  life.  If  flie,  whofe  attainments  in  this  kind 
are  but  indifferent,  could  be  contented  to  amufe  henelf 
and  thofe  of  her  own  family,  now  and  then,  with  an  air 
that  happened  to  pleaie  them,  it  were  well ;  but  how 

does 
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does  a  judicious  hearer  blufh  for  the  poor  beginner,;, 
when  fet  down  by  the  command  of  a  fond  parent  to  en¬ 
tertain,  perhaps,  a  large  company,  as  we  have  often 


feen 
th 


,  with  performing. _  t h r- 1  of  winch  fhe  fcarce  knows 
every  rudiments;  while  all  is  difappointment  on 


their  part,  and,  if  (he  have  any.  underftanding,  con  fu¬ 
ll  on  on  hers ! 

Is  the  preacher  then  any  enemy,  to  mufic  ?  Much 
the  reverfe.  Where  there  is  a  real  genius  for  it,  im¬ 
proved  by  art,  and  regulated  by  fentiment,  nothing 
fyrely  can  be  more  charming,  or  more  affebling.  Its 
importance  in  the  ancient  Jewifh  worfhip  is  well 
known.  Of  its  beauty  and  ufefulnefs  in  our  churches, 
wha  n  conducted  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  its  facred  pur* 
pofe,  and  not  proftuuted  to  levity,  or  perverted  by 
oftentaiion,  I  ana  not  infenlible.  Its  influence  in  all 
ages  and  nations,  Hands  univerfally  confefled,  It  is 
founded  in  fome  of  the  ftiongeft  perceptions  of  Nature, 
wherever  (he  has  feen  fit  to  confer  a  lively  fenfibility, 
to  the  melody  of  founds. 

But  how  much  is  it  to  be  regretted,  that  this  won¬ 
derful  charm  of  melody,  properly  fo  called,  together 
with  the  whole  merit  of  expremon,  fhouldbe  facnficed, 
as  we  frequently  find,  to  the  proud  but  poor,  afiebla- 
tion  of  mere  trick  and  execution  ;  that,  inlfead  of  ren¬ 
dering  the  various  combinations  of  founds  a  powerful 
inftrument  of  touching  the  heart,  exciting  agreeable 
emotions,  or  allaying  uneafy  fenfations,  as  in  the  davs. 
of  old,  it  fhould  be  generally  degraded  into  an  idle 
amufement}  devoid  of  dignity,  devoid  of  meaning,  ab- 
folutely  devoid  of  any  one  ingredient  that  can  infpire 
delightful  ideas,  or  engage  unaffe&ed  applaufe  !  What 
lover  of  this  enchanting  art  but  mull  lament,  that  the 
moft  infipid  fong  which  can  difgrace  it  is  no  fooner 
heard  in  places  of  public  entertainment,  than  every 
young  lady  who  has  learnt  the  common  notes,  is  im¬ 
mediately  taught  to  repeat  it  in  a  manner  Hill  more  in¬ 
fipid  ;  while  the  moft  fublime  and  interefting  compo* 
fitions,  where  fimplicity  and  greatnefs  unite,  are  fel- 
dorn  or  never  thought  of  in  her  cafe  as  if  the  female 
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mind  were  incapable  of  relilhing  any  thing  grave,  pa¬ 
thetic,  or  exalted  ! 

Let  me  here  call  on  every  mufica!  fpirit  of  your  fex, 
to  aflert  the  rights  of  good  fenfe  ;  and  to  inhft  that 
thofe,  who  are  entrufled  with  this  branch  of  their  edu¬ 
cation,  lhall  not  fail  to  introduce  them,  as  early  as  pof- 
fible,  into  an  acquaintance  with  whatever  is  mod  beau¬ 
tiful  and  noble  in  the  article  of  melody.  The  more 
thorough  knowledge  of  harmony  may  come  atterwards, 
if  you  be  ambitious  of  advancing  fo  far.  In  the  mean 
time  you  will  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  pleafing  the  bed 
judges,  and  of  entertaining  yourfelyes  with  fuch  pieces 
as,  while  the  words  to  which  they  are  fet,  convey 
no  fentiments  but  what  are  elevated  or  virtuous,  (hall 
ferve  to  refine  and  enliven  your  thoughts,  to  raifeyour 
fpirits  into  joy,  or  compole  them  into  fweetnefs,  and 
on  chofen  occafions,  by  the  diviner  drains  of  folemn 
mufic,  to  lift  your  hearts  to  heaven,  prove  a  kind  of 
prelude  to  the  airs  ©f  paradife,  and  prepare  you  for 
joining  the  choir  of  angels. 
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On  Female  Virtue,  with  In¬ 
tellectual  Accomplish¬ 
ments. 


i  Timothy,  ii.  8,  9. 

I  will— that  women  adorn  themf elves  with  Sobriety. 

Proverbs  iv.  5,  6,  8,  9, 

Get  Wifdom ,  get  UnderJlanding,—Forfake  her  not; 
and  Jhe  Jhall  prefexve  thee:  love  her ,  and  Jhe 
jhall  keep  thee , — Exalt  her ,  and  Jhe  Jhall  pro~ 
mote  thee . — She  Jhall  give  to  thy  head  an  orna + 
ment  of  grace:,  a  crown  of  glory  Jhall  Jhe  de*  - 
liver  to  thee , . 

T '  • 

JLN  a.  country  like  this,  where  there  is  certainly  a  na~ 
five  fund  of  good  fenfe,  where  fciences  ai^d  arts  are 
widely  cultivated,  where  works  of  genius  and  fade,  in 
every  kind  are  allowed  to  abound  ;  is  it  not  fomewhat 
itrange,  that  the  common  ftyle  of  converfatlon  Ihould 
be  fo  little  inftruftrve  or  entertaining  ?  How  feldoni 
do  we  fall  into  a  company,  in  which  we  learn  any 
thing  ufeful,  or  hear  any  thing,  whatever,  above  the 
rate  of  the  multitude  ;  fuch  as  low  jells,  vulgar  con¬ 
ceits,  incoherent  difputation,  or  impertinent  tattle! 
How  very  feldom  does  a  thinking  man  come  away 
from  the. vifit  of  an.evening,  delighted  with  his  man-. 


124 


;  , 


SERMONS  TO 


m 


ner  of  fpending  it!  One  who  has  eonverfed  only  with 
a  fraall  circle  of  ingenious  friends,  will  hardly  conceive 
what  a  frivolous,  what  a  piteous  thing,'  the  ordinary 
firain  of  company  appears  to  an  intelligent  byftander. 

The  favourite  communications  of  men  of  pleafure, 
are,  beyond  delcription,  corrupt  and  groveling,  with 
fcarce  any  diverfity,  Thofe  of  gay  affemblies  are  the 
quintefTence  of  dulnefs  and  diflimulation  ;  except  only 
that  the  firft  is,  iometimes  tin&ured  with  a  few  fprink- 
lings  of  fmartnefs,  and  the  lad  always  concealed  under 
the  fpacious  colours  of  civility.  As  to  the  bufy,  the 
learned,  and  the  grave  ;  the  greater  part  are  no  fooner 
relealed  from  their  refpe&ive  purfuits,  than  they  throw 
themfelves  loofe  into  a  liftleflnefs  of  difpofition,  that 
wanders  with  impatience,  in  queft  of  public  diverfion, 
or  diffufes  itfelf  in  private  through  the  vacuity  of  idle 
talk :  as  if  there  was  no  medium  between  ferioufnefs 
and  folly,  or,~  as  if  people  could  not  find  relief  from 
the  ftretch  of  application,  in  the  agreeable  unbendings 
of  moderate  amufement  and  rational  difcourfe.  In 
fhort,  if  we  want  to  find  a  converfatien  enlivened 
with  variety  and  fpirit,  enlightened  by  intelligence,  and 
tempered  by  pohtenefs,  we  muft  feek  for  it  amongfi  a 
few  men  who  join  ientiment  to  knowledge,  and  a  few 
women  who  join  knowledge  to  vivacity. 

That  the  number  of  theie  {hould  be  fo  fmall,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  untaught  and  the  ungoverned  Many, 
is  furely  matter  of  lamentation.  To  what  {hall  we 
chiefly  impute  it  ?  To  what  elfe,  but  to  that  whirl  of 
diffipation,  which,  like  fome  mighty  vortex,  has  (wal¬ 
lowed  up,  in  a  manner,  all  conditions  and  charatters  ? 
That  the  young  indeed  {hould  be  often  carried  down 
the  ftream,till  they  fink  intoinfignificance,  is  not  much 
to  be  wondered  at,  how  much  loever  it  is  to  be  regret¬ 
ted,  But,  alas !  they  do  not  always  Hop  there.  From 
what  is  trivial,  how  eafy  the  tranfition  to  what  is 
mean  1  How  quick  the  defcent,  from  thoughtleffnefs 
to  vice  1  Nothing,  perhaps,  requires  better  ienfe,  ora 
{fritter  guard,  than  to  trifle  without  being  foolifb,  or  to 

be  frolickfomej  without  fin.  They  that  would  hold 
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m  their  righteoufnefs,  and  not  depart  from  the  deco¬ 
rum  of  their  character,  cannot  be  too  careful  to  regulate 
their  converfation,  as  well  as  their  conduff,  by  the 
great  law  of  refle£Vion,  and  in  the  hour  of  gaiety  ltfelr, 
not  tolofe  fight  of  wifdom.  But  how  fhotild  this  be 
expefted,  where  the  mind  is  wholly  unimproved, 
where  no  internal  refources  are  lecured  in  the  days  of 
youth,  but  all  is  left  to  nature,  neglected  by  education, 
and  warped  by  falhion,  or  to  the  i’canty  fupplies  which 
company,  news,  and  accidents  afford  ? 

What  I  would  therefore  now  labour,  is  with  the 
help  of  God,  to  perfuade  you,  my  fair  auditory,  to 
enrich  and  adorn  your  underllandmgs  with  fuch  at¬ 
tainments,  as  {hall  Grider  you  not  only  lefs  dependant 
on  external -armifem^nts,  and- empty  gratifications,,  but 
more  fuperior  to  every  thing  corrupting  and  dangerous; 
fuch  as  mall  entertain  and  edify  you,  at  the  fame  time, 
enable  you  to  enjoy  folitude,  and  qualify  you  to  fhine 
in  converfation,  even  without  defigning  it,  to  ir.fpirea 
mixture  of  complacency  and  refpeft,  in  fine,  to  unite 
decency  and  ienfe  with  mirth  and  joy.  Thus  would 
I  fltll  endeavour  to  promote  that  fpirit  of  Chriftian 
Sobriety,  which  your  apoftle  inculcates,  and  by  the 
fame  means  contribute  to  the  felicity  and'  dignity  of 
your  fex. 

The  paffage  from  the  Proverbs,  which  I  have  read 
to  you  by  way  of  a  fecond  text,  requires  no  commen* 
tary  ;  and  in  truth,  I  know  not  any  that  could  do  it 
jullice.  As  it  is,  it  muft  ftrike  you  at  once,  with  its 
fiinplicity,  tendernefs,  and  fubiimity.  I  he  Wifdom 
or  CJnderllanding,  fo  beautifully  p.erfonified  bv  Solo¬ 
mon,  is,  doubtlefs,  to  be  confidered,  chiefly  as  repre- 
fenting  Religion,  which  is  certainly  the  higheft  exer- 
cife  of  our  rational  powers.  But  1  fee  no  reafon  for 
conceiving  it  to  reprefent-  that  only.  In  many  parts 
of  his  writings  it  is  manifeftly  ufed  to  fignify  Mental 
Improvements,  in  the  proper  fenfe  of  the  phrafe  :  nor 
is  there  any  thing  faid  of  it  here,  which  will  not,  in 
one  degree  or  another,  hold  true  of  thefe,  when  under 
right  aireflioa  3  befides.  in  faff,  the  cultivation  of 
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thofe  powers  to  every  valuable  purpofe,  is,  unquefliort- 
ably,  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  their  author.  That  the 
exhortation  is  addreffed  by  our  infpired  writer,  to  a 
fcholar,  whom,  in  the  manner  of  eaffern  teachers, 
ne  cails  his  fan,  makes  no  effential  difference  in  the 
Ipirit  of  his  doarine,  as  I  hope  will  appear  from  the 
fequel, 

The  degree  of  thofe  Intelle&ual  Accomphfhments 
whicn  your  lex  Oiould  aim  at,  I  pretend  not  to  deter¬ 
mine.  i  hat  mull  depend  on  the  capacities,  opportu* 
mties,  and  encouragements,  which  youfevcraily  enjoy. 
With  regard  to  ail  thefe  however,  this  may  be  faid  in 
general,  that  they  are  better,  and  more  than  many  of 
you  feem  folicitous  to  improve, 

to  the  hr!},  ind®c_,  I  fcriipKT  n?>T  to  dec!are  my 
Opinion,  t n a t  Nature  appears  to  have  formed  the  fa¬ 
culties  of  your  fex,  for  the  moll  part,  with  iefs  vigour 
than  thofe  of  ours  ;  observing  the  fame  diffin&ior* 
here,  as  in  the  more  delicate  frame  of  your  bodies.—* 
Exceptions  we  readily  admit,  and  fuch  as  do  the  indi¬ 
viduals  great  honour,  in  thofe  particular  walks  of  ex¬ 
cellence  wherein  they  have  been  diftinguifbed.  But 
you  yourfelves,  i  think,  will  allow  that  war,  com¬ 
merce,  politics,  exercifes  of  ffrength  and  dexterity,  ah- 
hrafl  philofophy,  and  all  the  abflrul'er  fetences,  arc 
moft  properly  the  province  of  men.  I  am  fare  thofe 
mafeuiine  women,  that  would  plead  for  your  fharing 
any  part  of  this  province,  equally  with  us,  do  not  un¬ 
derhand  your  true  interefts.  There  is  an  influence, 
there  is  an  empire  which  belongs  to  you,  and  which 
1  wifh  you  ever  to  poliefs  :  I  mean  that  which  has  the 
heart  for  its  objeef,  and  is  fecured  by  reeeknefsand  mo* 
deify,  by  foft  aitra&ion,  and  virtuous  love. 

But  now  I  muff  add,  that  your  power  in  this  way, 
will  receive  a  large  accefiion  from  the  culture  of  your 
minds,  in  the  more  elegant  and  poliffied  branches  of 
knowledge.  When  I  fay  fo,  I  would  by  no  means 
inflnuate,  that  you  are  not  capable  of  the  judicious  and 
the  folid,  in  fuch  proportion  as  is  fuited  to  your  deifi¬ 
cation  in  life.  This,  I  apprehend,  does  not  require 
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reafoning  or  accuracy,  fo  much  as  obfervation  and  dif- 
cernment.  Your  bufinefs  chiefly  is  to  read  Men,  in 
order  to  make  yourfeFf agreeable  and  ufeful.  It  is  not 
the  argumentative,  but  the  fentimental  talents,  which 
give  you  that  infight,  and  thofe  openings  into  the  hu¬ 
man  heart,  that  lead  to  your  principal  ends,  as  women. 
Neverthelefls,  in  this  fludy  you  may  derive  great  aflift- 
ance  from  books.  -  Without  them,  in  efteft,  your 
progrefs  here  will  be  partial  and  confined.  Neither 
are  you  to  attach  yourflelves  wholly  to  this  fludy,  im¬ 
portant  as  it  is,  and  grateful  as  you  may  find  it.  What¬ 
ever  kinds  of  reading  may  contribute  to  your  general 
improvement  and  fatisfa&ion,  as  reaflonable  beings  de¬ 
fined  for  lociety,  virtue,  and  religion,  will  deferve 
your  attentive  regard.  Suffer  me  to  enter  a  little  into 
the  detail.  And 

Firif,  I  would  obferve  that  Hiflory,  in  which  I  in¬ 
clude  Biography  and  Memoirs,  ought  to  employ  acon- 
fiderable  flhare  of  your  leifure.  Thofe  pi Clures  which 
it  exhibits,  of  the  paflions  operating  in  real  life  and 
genuine  chara&ers  ;  of  virtues  to  be  imitated,  and  of 
vices  to  be  fliunned  ;of  the  effe&s  of  both  onfoeiety  and 
individuals ;  of  the  mutability  of  human  affairs  ;  of 
the  conduct  of  divine  Providence  ;  of  the  great  confe- 
quences  that  often  arife  from  little  events  ;  of  the 
weaknefs  of  power,  and  the  wanderings  of  prudence, 
in  mortal  men  ;  with  the  fudden,  unexpected,  and  fre¬ 
quently  unaccountable  revolutions,  that  dafh  triumph¬ 
ant  wickednefs,  or  dilappoint  prefumptuous  hope 
the  pictures,  I  fay,  which  Hiflory  exhibits  of  all  thefe, 
have  been  ever  reckoned,  by  the  beft  judges,  among 
the  richeft  fources  of  inftruClion  and  entertainment. 

On  both  accounts,  we  would  alfo  recommend  books 
of  Voyages  and  Travels  ;  a  favourite  fludy  of  the  cel¬ 
ebrated  Mr.  Lccke.  How  amufing  to  curiofity  ! 
How  enlarging  to  our  profpefls  of  mankind!  How 
conducive  to  cure  the  contracted  prepoffeifions  of  na¬ 
tional  pride,  and  withal,  to  infpire  gratitude  for  the 
peculiar  bleifings  bellowed  upon  our  country  ;  to  ex¬ 
cite,  on  one  fide,  pity  towards  the  many  millions  of 
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human  beings  lefr  by  myfterious  heaven  in  ignorance 
and  barbarity,  and  to  beget,  on  the  other,  admiration 
of  (He  virtues  and  abilities  difplayed  by  numbers  of 
thefe  under  all  the  difadvaniages  that  tend  to  darken 
and  overwhelm  them. 

Here  too  we  would  mention  Geography,  as  clofely 
connefled  with  both  the  former  ;  as  often  ufeful  in 
converfation  ;  and  in  which  a  competent  (kill  may  be 
acquired  with  little  application,  but  much  amufement. 

I  he  feveral  ftudies,  to  which  may  be  added  the 
principal  faffs,  or  great  outlines  of  Aflronomy,  are 
beautiful  ;  and  they  are  improving.  Some  of  them 
prefent  the  moft  interefting  fcenes  ;  all  contain  the 
moft  pleafing  difcoveries.  They  open  and  enlarge  the 
mind  ;  they  dilate  and  humanize  the  heart  ;  they  re¬ 
mind  us  that  we  are  citizens  of  the  univerfe  ;  they  fhow 
us  how  fmall  the  part  that  we  fill  in  the  immenfe  orb 
of  being.  Amidft  the  amplitude  of  fuch  contempla¬ 
tions,  fuperfluous  trifles  {brink  away  ;  wealth  and 
grandeur  “  hide  their  diminifhed  heads  a  generous 
ambition  rifes  in  the  thoughtful  mind,  to  approve  it- 
felf  to  the  all-infpefling  eye  of  him  to  whom  none  of' 
his  works  are  indifferent,  but  to  whom  thofe  only  can 
be  acceptable,  that,  under  the  uncertainty  and  imper- 
feffion  of  fublunary  things,  feek  their  fecurity,  nap- 
pinefs,  and  glory,  in  doing  well. 

Permit  me  to  afk,  whence  it  proceeds  that  ftudies 
like  thefe  are  neglefled  by  the  generality  of  your  fex  ? 
Is  it  becaufe  they  are  not  calculated  to  inflame  the 
fancy,  and  flatter  the  paflions ;  or  becaufe  to  relifh 
them  topurpofe,  requires  fome  degree  of  folidity  and 
judgment? — F5ut,  did  not  the  preacher  fay,  that  there 
were  women  who  are  no  way  deficient  in  thefe  latter 
qualities  ?  He  did,  and  therefore  pleafes  himfelf  with 
the  hope,  that  the  hints  now  offered  may  imprint  con¬ 
viction  on  fuch,  where  there  lias  been  an  omiffion,  and 
encourage  perfeverance  where  there  has  not. 

As  to  the  works  of  imagination,  it  is  allowed  on  all 
hands,  that  the  female  mind  is  difpofed  to  be  peculiar¬ 
ly  fond  of  them  j  and  furely  when  blended  with  in- 
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firuCtion,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  more  immediately  fub- 
fervient  to  it,  they  have  a  particular  claim  to  your  at¬ 
tention.  In  this  view,  we  rnuft  not  forget  to  recom¬ 
mend  Fables,  Vifions,  Allegories,  and  luch  like  com- 
pofitions,  where  fancy  fports  under  the  controul  of 
reafon  ;  Dramatic  Writings  alfo,  where  truth  of  cha¬ 
racter,  and  purity  of  thought,  are  preferved  ;  (of  thefe 
laft)  how  inconfiderable  the  number  !  Poetry  of  all 
kinds,  where  a  ftriCt:  regard  is  paid  to  decorum,  but 
chiefly  of  the  fublimer  forms,  where  Nature,  Virtue, 
Religion,  are  painted  and  embellifhed  with  all  the 
beauty  of  a  chafte,  yet  elevated  imagination. — What 
a  field  is  here  opened  within  the  reach,  and  adapted  to 
the  turn  of  female  faculties !  What  a  profufion  of  in¬ 
tellectual  ornament  is  fpread  beforo  you,  for  memory 
to  colleCt,  and  for  reflexion  to  work  upon !  How 
many  fprightly,  delightful,  and  lofty  ideas  do  Uere  pafs 
before  the  mental  eye,  all  dreffed  in  the  brightest  col¬ 
ours  !  Flow  flrangely  inexcufeable  mult  thofe  be,  who 
complain,  at  any  time,  of  want  of  amufement,  when 
the  genius  and  invention  of  every  illuminated  age  have 
taken  fuch  happy  pains  to  fupply  the  nobleft ! 

I  fay  nothing  now  of  Novels  and  Romances,  hav¬ 
ing  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of  them  fo  largely  in  a  for¬ 
mer  difcourfe.  But  I  mult  not  omit  to  recommend 
thofe  admirable  productions  of  the  prefent  century, 
which  turn  principally  on  the  two  great  hinges  of  fen- 
timent  and  character;  joining  dcfcription  to  precept, 
and  prefentirig,  in  particular,  the  molt  animated 
fketches  of  modern  manners,  where  the  likenefs  is 
caught  warm  from  life  ;  while  the  powers  of  fancy, 
wit,  and  judgment,  combine  to  expofe  vice  and  folly, 
to  enforce  reformation,  and  in  fhort,  but  fpirited  effays 
to  convey  the  rules  of  domeftic  wifdom  and  daily  con- 
duCt,  I  need  not  here  name  the  Spectator,  or  thofe 
who  have  followed  him  with  various  fuccefs  in  the 
fame  track  ;  many  of  them  ingenious,  fome  of  them 
mafterly  writers.  How  much  are  both  fexes  indebted 
to  their  elegant  pens,  for  a  fpecies  of  inftruCtion  bet¬ 
ter  fitted,  perhaps,  than  moll  others  of  human  device, 
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to  delight  and  improve  at  the  fame  moment ;  fuch  is 
its  extent,  its  diverfity,  its  familiarity,  its  eafe,  its  play¬ 
ful  manner,  its  immediate  reference  to  fcenes  and  cir- 
cumftances  with  which  we  are  every  day  converfant ! 

Works  of  this  kind  are  peculiarly  calculated  to  al¬ 
lure  the  lively  and  the  gay,  who  are  not  yet  delivered 
over  to  licentioufnefs.  Hardly  indeed  will  girls,  for 
inftance,  who  mean  no  ill,  but  whofe  fancies  are  all 
alive,  and  redlefs,  fubmit  to  have  their  undcrdandings 
attired  at  Wifdom’s  glafs  ;  if  lovely  forms  and  fmiling 
images  be  not  often  reflefted  from  thence,  to  detain  the 
eye,  and  captivate  the  heart.  In  reality,  none  of  you 
my  dear  hearers,  can  be  too  well  acquainted  with  thofe 
approved  mailers  of  life,  thofe  able  teachers  of  decorum, 
thofe  fingularly  fuccefsful  painters  of  truth  and  moral-  * 
ity.  Let  me  advife  you  to  dwell  on  their  pictures,  to 
imbibe  their  Sentiments,  to  replenilh  your  minds  with 
that  inexhauded  fund  of  (lories  and  examples  which 
they  have  furnifhed.  You  cannot  fail  of  improving 
under  fuch  tutors.  They  too  will  provide  you  with  a 
touch-done  by  which  to  judge  of  other  writings,  and 
while  you  are  fearching  for  “  knowledge  as  for  hid 
treafures,”  to  feparate  between  the  pure  ore  and  the 
alloy. 

1  (hould  not  on  this  occafion,  do  judice  to  your  fex, 
if  I  did  not  fay,  that  fuch  books  as  thofe  lad  mention¬ 
ed,  are,  in  a  particular  degree,  proportioned  to  thefccpe 
of  your  capacities.  Of  this  I  am  certain,  thatamongd 
women  of  fenfe  I  have  difcoveied  an  uncommon  pene¬ 
tration  in  what  relates  to  charafters,  an  uncommon 
dexterity  in  hitting  them  oft'  through  their  feveral 
fpecific  didinftions,  and  even  nicer  difcriminations, 
too-ether  with  a  race  of  fancy,  and  a  fund  of  what  may 
be°ftriftly  termed  Sentiment,  or  a  pathetic  manner  of 
thinking,  which  I  have  not  lb  frequently  naet  with  in 
men.  "it  lliould  feem  that  Nature,  by  her  liberality 
*  to  the  female  mind,  in  thefe  refpefts.,  has  feen  lit  to 
compenfate  what  has  been  judged  a  defeft  in  point  of 
depth  and  force  ;  and  a  real  deleft,  I  believe,  it  is,  if 
edimated  absolutely.  If  edimated  with  a  due  regard 
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to  the  defign  and  formation  of  the  fex,  it  ought  to  be 

confidered  as  no  defend  at  all* 

I  have  already  hinted,  that  to  men  and  women  the 
Almighty  has  allotted  very  different  provinces,  on  the 
filling  of  which,  with  fuitaoie  kinds  of  ability  and  ex¬ 
cellence  depends,  under  his  conduct,  the  proper  perfec¬ 
tion  and  welfare  of  each.  In  all  I  have  laid  tnereioie, 
or  may  yet  fay,  concerning  female  Accomplifliments, 

I  would  be  ftill  underftood  as  recommending  what  is 
refined  in  ftudy,  and  uleful  in  the  milder  modes  of  life  , 
not  what  is  profound  in  the  former,  or  of  no  material 
advantage  in  the  latter.  1  his  hinders  not  however, 
but  that  thofe  ladies,  whom  Nature,  not  confining  her- 
felf  to  her  cuflomary  operations,  has  endowed  with 
any  fignal  ftrength  of  genius,  may,  if  favoured  alfo  by 
their  fituation,  give  way  to  that  original  bent.  Dy  prof- 
ecuting  feverer  fludies  to  every  prudent  length,  I  iay, 
to  every  Prudent  length  :  for  fhould  they  pufh  their 
application  fo  far  as  to  hurt  their  more  tender  health, 
to  hinder  thofe  family  duties  for  which  the  fex  are 
chiefly  intended,  or  to  impair  thofe  fofter  graces  that 
give  them  their  higheft  lullre  ;  nothing,  I  think,  can 
be  more  apparent  than  that,  in  fuch  cafes,  they  would 
relinquifh  their  juft  fphere,  for  one  much  lets  amiable, 
and  much  lefs  beneficial.  But  neither  from  this,  nor, 
from  what  was  advanced  immediately  before,  does  it 
follow,  that,  in  what  relates  to  the  acquifitions  of  the 
mind,  women  in  general  may  not  purfue  fludies  that  are 
folid,  as  well  as  entertaining;  which  leads  me  to  add, 
In  the  next  place,  that  the  moft  obvious  branches, 
both  of  Natural  and  Moral  Philofophy,  fhould  engage 
fome  portion  of  your  time.  1'hat  they  are  fo  feldom, 
and  fo  flightly  thought  of,  you  mull  allow  me  to  fay, 
is  a  melancholy  reflexion.  Does  Creation,  through 
her  infinitely  extended,  and  infinitely  diverfified  fcene« 
ry,  difplay  innumerable  wonders  ?  Have  theie  been 
traced  with  {kill  and  accuracy,  by  many  learned  and 
many  laborious  hands  ?  Are  they  laid  open  to  you, 
and  almofl  prefled  upon  you  from  every  quarter?  for 

of  Natural  Philofophy  1  confider  Natural  Pliftory  as 
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ap-irt.-And  can  ye  with  a  giddy  eye  turn  away  from 
‘his  glorious  fpeflacle,  to  gaze  on  the  meaneft  orna¬ 
ment  Of  beamy,  or  the  filiieft  pageant  of  vanity  ;  thus 
poorly,  not  to  fay  tmpioufly,  proftitutirie  that  adtnira- 
*;on  wnich  ought  to  he  confccrated  chiefly  to  the  works 
of  your  all-perfcft  Creator  ? 

Are  the  great  and  eternal  obligations  of  Confidence, 
the  maxims  of  a  wife  and  worthy  behaviour,  the  duties 
you  owe  to  the  Supreme  of  beings,  to  your  fellow- 
creatures,  and  yourfelves ;  the  rules,  neceffary  for  the 
go\  ernment  of  your  own  minds  in  particular,  or  for  the 
management  of  thofe  that  may  be  hereafter  committed 
to  your  care  ;  are  thefe  mighty  confiderations,  unfold¬ 
ed  and  enforced  as  they  have  been  with  equal  clearnefs 
and  eloquence  by  various  writers— are  thefe,  I  fay, 
matters  of  fo  little  concern  with  you,  that  the  bufinefs 
of  contriving  iome  petty  circumfiance  of  drcfs,  or  the 
care  of  fettling  fome  foohfh  party  of  pleafure,  fliali  be 
preferred  in  almoft  every  cafe  of  competition  P 

Here,  I  muff  confefs,  it  is  difficult  to  reprefs  the 
Tilings  or  indignation*  Here  I  cannot  deny,  but  the 
feelings  of  contempt,  mixed  with  thofe  of  companion, 
are  in  feme  danger  of  banifhing  the  favourable  ideas  we 
entertain  of  your  fex,  when  feen  in  happier  points  of 
light.  -For  fhame,  Ladies,  let  not  this  reproach  reft  on 
you  any  longer,  Kafien  to  vindicate  your  reputation 
from  the  infamy  of  impertinence  and  nonfenfe.  Be 
ambitious  to  demonflrate,  by  the  mofl  fubftantial  proofs, 
that  von  are  capable  of  better  things  than  the  placing  of 
a  ribbon,  or  adjufting  an  head  drcfs,  than  the  glittering 
in  an  a  Lemhi  y -room,  or  prattling  at  a  tea-table.  Be 
all  ardor  to  emulate  thofe  excellent  ones  of  your  fex, 
who,  without  afieftmg  to  defpife  any  thing  that  is  in¬ 
nocently  female,  difeover  in  their  converfation  among 
‘their  friends,  a  mind  devoted  to  wifdom,  and  ennobled 
by  knowledge, 

Ihe  duty  and  advantage  of  reading  the  feriptures, 
with  a  few  books  of  the  mofl  ferious  and  devotional 
firain,  1  will  take  another  occafion  to  confider. — But, 

I  think,  I  hear  you  exclaiming  that,  though  God  has 
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given  you  the  capacities  of  intelleflua!  improvement, 
men  have  denied  you  the  opportunities  of  it*  Eet  us 
therefore  proceed  to  examine  how  this  matiei  {lands, 
which  was 

Our  fecond  point.  If  your  complaint  be  well  found¬ 
ed,  you  are  certainly  obje&s  of  pity,  inftead  of  blame. 
If  the  men,  jealous  of  dominion,  do  really  feek  to  de- 
prefs  the  women  by  keeping  them  in  a  (late  of  igno¬ 
rance,  they  are  furely  guilty  of  equhl  cruelty  and 
meannefs.  But  though  the  complaint  be  a  very  com¬ 
mon  one,  and  very  popular  with  your  fex,  1  muft  take 
the  liberty  of  faying,  that  it  appears  to  me  without  any 
foundation  adequate  to  the  bitternefs  with  which  it  has 
'  been  made,  or  to  the  keennefs  with  which  it  has  been 
propagated. 

That  your  minds  are  often  much  neglected  at  home, 
that  they  are  neglefted,  perhaps,  yet  more  at  many 
Boarding-fchools,  we  readily  admit,  and  heartily  re¬ 
gret.  But  are  you  neverthelefs  delirous  of  knowledge  ? 
Then,  what  Ihould  hinder  you  from  attaining  it?  Is 
there  any  law  or  ftatute  by  which  you  are  prohibited, 
under  fevere  pains  and  penalties,  to  read  or  to  think, 
if  you  be  fo  minded?  Books  you  have,  or  may  have, 
on  every  fubjeft  that  is  proper  for  you.  This  is  not 
a  country  where  thefe  are  fcarce  ;  where  Friend fh ip, 
if  permitted,  will  not  fupply,  or  where  Benevolence, 
if  alked,  will  not  lend  them.  You  will  be  pleafed  to 
remember  too,  that  the  price  of  one  expenfive  gown* 
or  of  one  (hining  toy,  will  at  any  time  f  urnifh  a  little 
library  of  the  bell  authors.  Nor  does  it  appear,  that 
you  are  at  a  lofs  to  lind  as  many  plays  and  novels  as 
the  mod  infatiable  avidity  can  devour.  But,  in  fa  cl, 
there  are  few  young  ladies,  who  are  not  tolerably  pro¬ 
vided  with  books,  ufeful  as  well  as  aoiufing  ;  and,  in 
thofe  who  are  not  under  the  neceflky  of  earning  their 
bread,  it  is  both  an  idle  and  unthankful  pretence,  to 
plead,  that  they  want  either  opportunity  or  leifure  for 
any  one  ftudy  befitting  their  (ex. 

Not  to  fpeak  of  the  time  that,  with  fo  much  pro¬ 
priety  they  might,  and  that,  for  fo  many  reafons,  they 
M  2  ought 


ought  to  redeem  from  endiefs  vifitings  and  other  fof- 
lies  ;  what  is  there  to  prevent  their  reading  alternate- 
Y  one  another,  when  cuAom  or  conveniency  eu* 
gages  them  at  work  together  ? .  Such  an  exercife  would 
not  only  enlarge  the  Hock  of  ideas  in  each  individual, 
out  alfo  prefent  materials  on  which  their  minds  might 
operate,  with  an  energy  quickened  by  mutual  exertion. 

As  iron  fharpeneth  iron,  fo  doth  the  face  of  a  wo¬ 
man  her  friend,5’  You  my  fair  pupils,  cannot  be  of¬ 
fended,  that  to  iuit  the  quotation  to  the  argument,  I 
ihould  here  read  Woman  for  Man.  How  fmoothly 
have  I  feen  thofe  hours  (leal  av%'ay,  which  were  thus 
employed  in  a  little  ring  of  intelligent  females,  all 
iweetiy  folicitous  to  improve,  and  be  improved  by  each 
other  !  r  7 

Ay  ibis  means  too  may  be  acquired  a  very  valuable 
and  pleafing  accomphfhment,  that  of  reading  well  ; 
and  to  this  caufe,  1  prefume,  it  is  to  be  afcribed,  at 
iean  in  part,  that  there  are  not  a  few  women  w  ho  pof- 
ieis  it  in  no  contemptible  degree,  and  that  there  are 
feme  who  read  delightfully.  It  is  likewiie  probably, 
an  feme  meafure,  owing  to  that  fine  feeling  of  nature,, 
and  of  fentiment,  which  may  be  fuppoled  to  reluit 
from  the  delicacy  of  their  organs.  If,  in  the  exercjfe 
I  fpeak  of,  they  are  often  deficient  where  force  and 
vehemence  are  requifite,  to  that  very  delicacy  it  is  ob¬ 
vious  to  impute  it  ;  and  alio,  perhaps,  to  their  running 
too  commonly  into  a  monotony,  which  their  teachers 
have  not  taken  fufficient  pains  to  correCi, 

Having  touched  on  this  head,  I  will  take  leave  to 
remark  by  the  way,  that  nothing  as  I  apprehend,  can 
be  more  erroneous  than  fo  begin  the  iiudy  of  what 
may  be  termed  the  Art  of  Reading,  with  poetry  chief¬ 
ly.  For,  by  the  flow  and  harmony  of  the  numbers,  a 
learner  is  earned  infenflbly  into  the  repetition  of  thofe 
mufical  tones,  that  chance  to  feize  the  ear  with  parti¬ 
cular  delight  ;  from  which  the  voice,  once  got  into 
the  fame  [train,  cannot,  without  a  flrugglc,  perfuade 
itielf  to  break  away  :  a  principal  fource  of  the  evil  of 
monotrony,  where  it  has  not  been  contracted  by  Lad 
,  '  example,. 
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example,  and  where  the  fenfe  of  an  author  is  under- 
itood  or  attended  to.  Where  it  is  not,  the  proper 
emphafis  cannot  be  expefled. 

Now,  to  prevent  or  remedy  this  prevailing  evil,  the 
moft  likely  method,  I  conceive,  would.be  to  begin 
with  frequently  reading  aloud  thofe  productions  in 
profe,  of  which  the  ftyle  is  plain  and  eafy,  fuch  as  un¬ 
adorned  Narrative,  fhort  Stories,  Familiar  Epiftles  ; 
but  principally,  thofe  that  approach  neared  to  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  converfation,  fuch  as  Dialogues,  and  the  bed 
Dramatic  Writings  ;  mixing,  for  a  confiderabie  time, 
nothing  that  is  veriihed,  and  endeavouring  to  fupport 
the  voice  with  hrmnefs  and  limpitcity,  till  you  nave 
formed  a  habit  of  fo  doing.  Then,  by  flow,  and  al- 
mod  imperceptible  progreilion,  you  fhould  advance  to 
what  is  more  varied,  rhetorical,  and  raifed  ;  fuch  as 
.  Allegories,  Orations,  Moral  and  Religious  Difcourf- 
es,  and  E flays  of  the  pathetic  kind,  together  with  the 
mod  beautiful  and  elevated  parts  of  Holy  W rit  ; 
keeping  to  thefe,  till  your  voice  has  acquired  flexibil i-» 
ty,  expreflion,  and  energy.  After  repeated  and  pa¬ 
tient  efforts  in  this  way,  you  may  proceed,  with  fuc- 
cefs,  to  reading  and  reciting  pieces  of  poetry,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ftyles  ;  fetting  out  with  thofe  where  there  is 
lead,  and  riling  gradually  to  thofe  where  there  is  raoli 
of  tfle  tender,  the  nnpaflioned,  and  the  lublime.  Need 
I  add,  that  all  this  fnould  be  prattifed  in  the  frequent 
hearing,  and  under  the  kind  annnadverflon,  of  an  ex¬ 
perienced  judge  ? 

But,  perhaps,  you  think  the  practice  too  laborious 
and  troubiefoine.  Do  ye  ?  Go,  thou  triiler,  and  be 
aihamed  of  thy  folly,— -To  neglecl  the  dudy  of  thy 
native  Enghfli,  the  fkiiful  ufe  of  which,  joined  to  fen- 
timent  and  knowledge,  would,  render  thy  converfation 
charming;  and  yet  contentedly  to  pu3zle.  thy  Ally 
head  with  learning  a  little  mi  per  feel  French,  which,  it 
Is  a  Hundred  to  one,  if  ever  thou  (halt  have  occafion  to 
ufe — how  prepolierous  and  futile  l  To  the  language 
lafl  named  i.  am  no  enemy  :  1  only  blame  its  occupy¬ 
ing  lo  large  a  place  in  tfie  female  education  of  this 
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country.  For  women  of  rank,  the  fafliion  has  made  it 
neceflary.  But  what  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  to 
fee  our  city  girls,  not  excepting  the  daughters  of  plain 
tradefmen  and  honeft  mechanics,  taught  for  years  toge¬ 
ther,  at  great  expenfe,  a  fmattering  of  that,  which,  foon 
after  they  leave  the  boarding-fchool,  is  generally  for¬ 
gotten  ;  while  they  are  left  ignorant  of  the  fuperior 
beauties,  and  juft  pronunciation  of  their  mother- 
tongue  ? 

I  mentioned  theexercife  of  Reciting  verfes.  With 
relation  to  this,  I  would  only  fay,  that  I  do  not  wifh  a 
young  woman  to  indulge  it  many  company,  that  is  not 
very  private  and  chofen  indeed  ;  how  much  foever  it 
is  to  be  defired,  that  file  fhould  ftore  her  memory  with 
fome  of  the  inoft  felett  ientiments,  and  ftrikingdefcrip- 
tions,  from  the  beft  writers,  both  in  verfe  and  profe. 

On  this  laft  particular  I  am  led  to  obferve,  that,  for 
a  difengaged  hour,  there  can  be  few  occupations  of 
greater  entertainment. or  utility,  than  that  of  imprinting 
on  the  mind  thofe  pafiages,  from  any  good  author,  which 
happen  to  pleafe  and  aftecl  more  than  ordinary  :  eith¬ 
er  by  repeating  them  often  at  the  time,  till  they  are 
got  by  heart,  or  by  writing  them  down,  or  fometimes 
by  doing  both.  The  advantages  of  fuch  a  practice 
are  fufticiently  apparent.  Would  it  be  one  of  the  leaft, 
think  ye,  that  the  attention  of  her  who  was  thus  em¬ 
ployed,  would  be  often  turned  from  viewing  and  ad¬ 
miring  her  perfon  or  drefs  in  the  mirror,  to  the  con¬ 
templation  of  Truth  and  Virtue,  and  fixing  their  fair 
and  venerable  image  in  her  foul  ? 

Befide  the  feveral  opportunities  of  mental  culture 
now  enumerated,  I  mult  not  forget  to  add,  that  in  all 
probability  there  are  few  young  women  who  are  not, 
or  who  may  not  be,  acquainted  with  fome  perfons  of 
both  fexes,  endowed  alike  with  worth  anti  capacity, 
that  would  take  the  bigheft  pleafure,  by  their  conven¬ 
tion  and  counfel,  to  aid  them  in  the  purfuit  of  knowl¬ 
edge  ;  which  brings  me  to  confider, 

In  the  laft  place,  your  complaints  of  want  of  En¬ 
couragement  to  that  purfuit.  Who  are  they  then  that 
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feek  to  difcourage  you  ?  I  have  read  of  foolifh  mothers, 
that  would  not  buffer  their  dauglrters  to  read,  led  they 
fhould  dim  the  luftre  of  their  eyes,  or  fpoil  the 
bloom  of  their  complexions.  But  1  have  never  met 
with  one,  that  ferioufly  carried  her  folly  fo  far.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  have  known  parents  not  a  few,  who, 
though  they  had  no  tade  for  knowledge  themfelves, 
would  yet  fpeak  with  the  utmod  fatisfaftion  of  a  girl, 
that  was  fond  of  her  books. 

But  perhaps  my  little  friend  is  afraid,  led  the  *men 
fhould  fufpea  her  of  being,  what  the  world  dyles  in  de~ 
rifion,  a  Learned  Lady.  Indeed  ?  Is  this  then  a  cha¬ 
racter  fo  veiy  eafily  acquired,  that  you  are  in  danger 
of  it  the  moment  you  emerge  from  the  depth  of  igno¬ 
rance,  and  begin  to  think  and  fpeak  like  a  reafonable 
being  ?  You  are  over  hady  in  your  appiehenfion.  A 
learned  Lady  is  by  no  means  a  creature  that  we  run  the 
rifk  of  being  often  fhocked  with.  For  njy  own  part,  I 
have  never,  ftriCily  fpeaking,  feen  fuch  a  one  ;  and 
when,  at  any  time,  I  have  met  with  what  approached 
to  that  chara&er,  I  mud  profefs  1  found  nothing  to  ex¬ 
cite  terror.  But  pofiibly  you  mean  a  fmatterer  in 
learning.  There  indeed,  I  join  with  you  in  wifhing 
you  may  never  incur  the  imputation. 

That  men  are  frighted  at  female  pedantry,  is  very 
certain.  A  woman  that  affe&s  to  difpute,  to  decide, 
to  diflate  on  every  fubjecl  ;  that  watches  or  makes  op¬ 
portunities  of  throwing  out  fcraps  of  literature,  qr 
fhreds  of  philofophy,  in  every  company  ;  that  engrofl- 
es  the  converfation  as  if  lhe  alone  were  qualified  to 
entertain;  that  betrays,  in  fhort,  a  boundlefs  intemp¬ 
erance  of  tongue,  together  with  an  mextinguifhable 
paffion  for  diining  by  the  fplendor  of  her  fuppofed  tal¬ 
ents  ;  fuch  a  woman  is  truly  infufferahle. 

At  fird,  perhaps,  die  may  be  confidered  merely  as 
an  objeft  of  ridicule  ;  but  fhe  foon  grows  into  an  ob- 
je&  of  ayerfion.  Be  affured  however  that,  where  a 
character  fo  unnatural  appears,  it  is  not  theedeftof  too 
much  knowledge,  but  of  too  little.  The  deep  river 
flows  on  with  a  noble  dillnefs,  while  the  fhallow  dream 
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runs  babbling  along.  Sufpicious  of  her  own  deficiency, 
the  Pedant  we  defcribe  fufpefts,  left  you  Ihould  dif- 
C0Ver,  it  ;  but  inftead  of  learning  caution  from  that 
confcioufnefsj  file  drives  to  dazzle  you  with  the  little 
.  dofs  know:  Or  elfe,  what  is  more  probable,  elated 
with  that  which,  to  her  circumfcribed  view,  appears 
great,  fhe  cannot  retrain  herlelf  from  difplaying  it  on 
all  occafions ;  when  farther  progrefs,  and  higher  ground, 
would  have  taught  her  modefty,  by  fhowing  her  im- 
menfe  regions  of  truth  yet  untravelled,  of  which  fhe 
had  no  conception  before* 

In  faff,  we  find,  that  the  heft  fcholars  of  either  fex 
are  the  leaft  oftentatious.  It  will  ever  be  fo,  where 
erudition  is  accompanied  with  judgment,  and  matured 
by  reflexion.  Take  care  to  preferve  fober  fenfe,  and 
unaffuming  manners :  far  from  giving  difguft  by  lite¬ 
rary  attainments  to  any  perfon  whofe  regard  is  of  mo¬ 
ment,  you  will  give  pleafure  to  every  thinking  man 
and  woman  of  your  acquaintance.  I  am  even  inclined 
to  believe  that,  when  in  converfation,  you  claim  no 
kind  of  pre-eminence,  but,  inftead  of  pretending  to 
teach,  are  willing  to  learn,  inftead  of  courting  applaufe, 
are  ready  to  Gonfer  it,  inftead  of  proudly  direfting,  are 
content  quietly  to  follow  the  current  of  difcourfe,  ev¬ 
ery  creature  Irving  will  be  delighted  with  your  deport- 
-  ment,  will  liften  with  attention,  and  even  deference,  to 
one  who  has  thus  learnt,  that  the  nobleft  improvement 
of  fuperior  knowledge  is  fuperior  humility. 

Now  and  then  indeed  there  may  be  an  invidious 
female,  who  cannot  bear  to  fee  herfelf  outdone.  But 
that  is  a  circumftance,  which  will  only  add  to  your 
exaltation;  while  every  one  elfe  wili  be  tempted,  for 
fhe  fake  of  mortifying  her,  to  pay  the  more  refpeft  to 
you.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  notion  that  letters  are  apt 
to  generate  felf-conceit,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  the  abufe  of  them  has  often  done  fo,  will,  in  thofe 
of  the  lead  candour  or  difeernment,  lerve  to  heighten 
efteem  for  her,  who  confiders  an  excellent  undemand¬ 
ing  as  only  next  in  value  to  an  excellent  temper.  If, 
on  any  occafion  it  fhould  happen,  that  the  fooiifh  or 
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the  worthlefs  of  one  fex,  or  of  the  other,  are  prejudiced 
againft  a  young  woman,  for  difcovering,  though  with¬ 
out  parade,  a  cultivated  mind,  what  then?  Is  not  the 
fingle  plaudit  of  a  real  judge  fufficient  to  outweigh  a 
whole  theatre  of  others  ? 

But  you  will  afk,  Do  we  not  often  fee  handfome 
idiots  complimented  and  careffed  by  thofe  men  from 
whom  better  things  might  be  expe&ed  ;  while  the  mofl 
accomplifhed  women  in  the  fame  company,  fhall  be 
overlooked,  if  deftitute  of  perfonal  charms  ?  The  faft 
cannot  be  diffembled,  and  far  be  it  from  me  to  juftifv 
fuch  partiality.  There  is  in  beauty  a  magic,  whicfi 
certainly  does  enchant,  for  a  time,  the  generality  of 
beholders  :  But  this  will  by  no  means  excufe  the  in- 
juftice  of  ncglefling  merit  in  thofe  who  want  that  ad¬ 
vantage.  Let  it  be  remembered  however,  that  the 
triumph  of  their  rivals  is  commonly,  like  that  of  the 
wicked,  fbort.  The  fpeil  on  which  it  is  founded  is 
foon  broke.  Men,  at  lead,  of  any  fignificance,  are 
feldom  long  in  recovering  their  fenfes.  °  The  admira¬ 
tion  raifed  by  “  a  fet  of  features,  or  the  tin&ure  of  a 
{kin,”  is  often  by  the  w  itleffnefs  of  the  palleflor, 
thrown  down  in  an  inftant.  The  witchcraft  of  a  fair 
outfide  is  always  difpelled  by  familiarity.  Nothing 
can  detain  affeftion,  or  fix  efteem,  but 'that  kind  of 
beauty  which  depends  not  on  fiefh  and  blood.  The 
leal!  degree  of  underfknding  will  be  difgufted  at  petu¬ 
lance,  caprice,  or  nonfenfe,  even  in  the  fai reft  form. 
External  allurements  are  continually  lohng  \  internal 
attraftions  are  continually  gaining.  A  beautiful  cha-  ' 
racier  44  is  as  the  morning  light,  that  fhineth  more  and 
moie  unto  the  perfefl  day;”  Senfe,  (pint,  fweetnefs, 
are  immortal.  All  befide  “  withers  like  the  graft.” 
Ehe  power  of  a  face  to  pleafe,  or  indeed  to  difpleafe, 
is  disumfhed  every  time  it  is  feen.  When  appetite 
dees  not  predominate,  and  appetite  cannot  predomi¬ 
nate  always,  the  foul  will  feek  a  foul  ;  it  will  refufe 
to  be  fatisf ed  with  any  thing  lefs.  If  it  find  none,  in 
vain  fhall  the  brighteft  eye  fparkle,  in  vain  fhall  the 
foftefl  fmile  intice.  But  if  a  mind  appear,  and, 
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wherever  it  refides,  a  mind  will  appear,  it  is  recogniz¬ 
ed,  admired  and  embraced  ;  even  though  the  eye 
fhould  poifefs  no  lull  re,  and  fmiles  fhould  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  be  banifhed  by  forrow. 

‘‘Mind,  mind  alone,  bear  witnefs  earth  and  heaven, 
The  living  fountain  in  itfelf  contains 
Of  beauteous  and  fublime  !  H  ere  hand  in  hand 
Sit  paramount  the  Graces - 


I  cannot  conclude  this  difcourfe,  without  taking-fo 
far  an  opportunity  of  addrefling  mvfelf  to  fuch  of  the 
men  as,  by  direfling  their  praifes  of  young  women, 
wholly  or  chiefly,  to  an  outward  appearance,  turn  the 
attention  and  folicitude  of  the  little  idols  fo  flrongly 
that  way,  as  often  to  occafion  the  negleft  of  thofe  in¬ 
ward  perfeflions  which  can  alone  give  them  value. 
Have  you  forgotten,  Sirs,  that  what  they  fee  you  ad¬ 
mire,  and  hear  you  applaud,  they  will  be  induced  to 
think  mofl  worthy  of  admiration  and  applaufe,  and  that 
on  it.  of  courfe  they  will  beflow  their  whole  or  their 
chief  care  ?  If  you,  who  ought  to  aflift  their  judg¬ 
ments,  and  animate  their  resolutions,  in  what  relates  to 
the  conduft  of  life,  be  accullomed  to  pay  your  main 
homage  to  their  perfons,  their  perfons  they  likewife 
will  adore.  Beauty,  with  them,  will  conllitute  Merit; 
and  every  other  endowment  will  be  employed  as  a 
handmaid  to  drefs  that,  if  not  as  a  pandar  to  fell  if* 
Accordingly  I  fear,  that  to  your  fcore  muff  be  charged 
many  errors  of  the  fex,  often  lefs  juitly  imputed  to 
them.  Thofe  errors,  I  am  fure  it  would  become  you 
to  prevent,  or  to  correft  at  the  fource,  by  pointing  ou  t 
them  what,  in  your  wifer  hours,  you  want  and  wifh 
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them  to  be  ;  and  what,  when  they  are,  wnl  not  fail  to 
captivate  love,  to  command  veneration,  and  to  add 
permanence  to  both. 

Confider,  1  befeech  you,  bow  honourable  it  will  be 
for  you,  inflead  of  corrupting  the  fair,  to  mend  them  ; 
inltead  of  perverting  their  ideas,  to  lead  their  tail e  to 
knowledge  and  elegance,  to  worth  and  delicacy,  to  hu¬ 
mility  and  meeknefs  ;  things,  which,  in  your  in  molt 
fouls  you  cannot  but  prize,  whenever  you  meet  with 
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them  in  an  amiable  woman,  anti  of  which  you  are  fe- 
cretly  convinced  the  abfence  cannot  be  compen fated  by 
any  advantages  cf  form  or  feature,  any  decorations  of 
fafhion  or  fhow.  How  much  nobler  the  power  tofave, 
than  the  power  to  deftroy  !  How  much  fweeter  the 
praife  of  being  efleemed  men  of  virtue  and  fentiment? 
the  friends  and  patrons  of  the  fex,  advocates  for  their 
true  interefl,  and  zealous  to  promote  it,  than  that  of 
being  looked  upon  as  fmooth-tongued  courtiers,  or 
good-natured  trrflers  !  To  flatter  a  giddy  girl  into  good, 
humour,  or  even  tendernefs,  by  telling  her  perpetually 
how  handfome  or  how  fine  fhe  is,  requires  no  capacity. 
Every  empty  fellow,  every  frivolous  dangler,  every 
wretch  of  a  paraiite  can  do  the  fame.  But  to  engage 
the  efteem  of  a  woman  of  principle  and  difcernment5 
to  preferve  that  elleero,  and  even  toinfurein  herbreaft 
a  Blent  teftimony,  that  you  have  contributed  to  eftablifh 
this  principle,  and  to  improve  this  difeernment — is  tri¬ 
umph  indeed  !  Thofe  coxcombs  that,  in  truth,  make 
no  diflinffion,  but  yet  would  perfuade  every  young 
thing  they  fee,  that  her  face,  her  fhape,  her  drefs,  her 
air,  furpafs  thofe  of  all  her  fex  ;  and  after  throwing 
her  into  ecftacies  of  felf- complacence,  go  away  and 
laugh  to  their  companions— are  a  deteftabie  race. 
Concerning  many  of  you,  my  friends,  I  hope  better 
things.  Nor  do  I  mean  by  ought  I  have  faid,  rigidly 
to  preclude  every  degree  of  compliment  in  converfa* 
ticn  with  the  fair  fex.  I  am  for  commending  with 
moderation,  what  is  commendable  ;  for  acknowledg¬ 
ing  with  prudence,  what  is  pleafing,  Young  minds 
ought  to  be  encouraged.  In  every  young  mind 
there  is  fomething  good.  An  agreeable  appearance  is 
certainly  engaging.  Truth  will  never  deny  it 
courtefy  will  readily  own  it.  But  then,  under 
the  (belter  of  kind  approbation,  falutary  counfel  may 
be  admitted.  Wifdom  may  be  found  a  welcome  gudf9 
when  introduced  by  affeftion — I  was  going  to  fay? 
that  vanity  may  be  fuccefsfuliy  turned  againft  itfelf. 
But  why  fhould  the  love  of  h  on  eft  praife  be  deemed 
vanity  ?  Even  tell  your  female  friends,  that  you  do 
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edeem  them  for  whatever  in  their  charafters  is  eftima~ 
ble.  Tell  them  without  exaggeration,  hut  generoufly 
at  the  fame  time,  what  that  is.  Defcribe  with  com¬ 
placence,  the  qualities  and  accomplifhrnents,  which 
you  have  ever  held  mod  truly  attraftive,  which  it  is  in 
their  power  to  acquire,  and  which  it  will  be  their  glory 
to  poflefs.  If  they  have  beauty,  be  not  afraid  to  add 
how  alluring  it  appears,  when  illuminated  by  fenfe, 
and  arrayed  by  virtue.  If  they  have  none,  remind 
them  freely,  that  fenfe  and  virtue  have  often  borne 
away  the  palm  from  the  fined  figure  that  ever  Flattery 
defied,  if  deditute  of  thofe  living  and  lading  graces. 
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Sermon  vm. 


On  Fe  male  Virtue,  with  In¬ 
tellectual  Accomplish¬ 
ments. 


i  Timothy,  ii.  8,  9.  t 

I  will-— that  women  adorn  them/elves  with  Sobriety  * 

Proverbs  -iv.  ,5,  6,  8,  9% 

'Get  Wifdom ,  get  Underjlanding. — Forfake  her  not, 
and  Jhe  Jhall  preferve  thee:  love  her , 

Jhall  keep  thee , —  Exalt  her ,  awd  fie  flail  pro¬ 
mote  thee. — 6/ze  Jhall  give  to  thy  head  an  orna¬ 
ment  of  grace:  a  crown  of  glory  fiall  fae  de- 
diver  to  thee% 

M  tli s  lubjeff  of  Inteileffual  AccompIifhmenf.A 
•  much  remains  to  be  faid.  At  a  time  when  they  are 
-neglecled  by  fo  many  women,  who,  if  they  read  at  all, 
read  only  for  a  little  tranfient  amufement,  they  cannot 
>  fure,  confidering  their  importance,  be  inculcated  too 
flrongly.  They  may,  it  is  true,  be  perverted.  What 
is  there  of  the  greatest  moment,  that  may  not  ?  Be- 
caufe  works,  fit  on’y  for  the  veil  of  darknefs,  have 
been  wrought  in  the  face  of  day,  does  k  follow,  that 
■6i  light  is  not  fweet,  or  that  it  is  not  a  pleafant  thing  for 
lire  eyes  to  behold  the  fun  ;**  or  that  benefits  innumer¬ 
able  are  not  derived  to  mankind  from  the  refplendent 
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luminaries  of  Nature  ?  Were  thefe  extinguilhed, 
what  were  this  world  ?  And  what,  think  ye,  mufl  be 
Jtiat  mind  where  all  is  enveloped  in  a  nicrbt  of  igno- 
rance  1  "for  the  foul,”  fays  Solomon,  44  to  be  with¬ 
out  knowledge  is  not  good.”  Of  lo  great  a  defefl  do 
we  not  fee  every  day  the  unhappy  confequences  in  the 
€ondu&  of  both  fexes  ? 

W  ith  regard  to  yours,  my  beloved  fillers.  I  am  wil~ 
lnp  to  bnpme  much  of  the  folly  and  mifery  that  in- 
v  e  multitudes  of  women,  not  to  their  being  altop’e- 
tlH:r  unacquainted  with  the  main  out-iines  of  their  du- 
T} .  traced  ,.y  t  he  hand  of  God  on  every  heart,  a  little 

°r  a  l!t^C  c^earty  '5  but  to  their  want  of  that 
rehih  for  knowledge,  and  of  thofe  attainments  in  it, 
which  certainly  tend  to  exclude  many  temptations, 
and  to  fortify  again!!  the  influence  of  others.  On 
this  account,  I  muff  again  and  again  urge  the  culture 
of  your  Minds 9  Your  Virtue,  your  Sobriety  is  in¬ 
timately  concerned  in  it.  .  That  {hall  be  my  find  ar¬ 
gument  ;  its  connexion  with  your  dignity  or  figure  in 
life  dial!  be  my  fecond  ;  and  my  third  fhall  turn  on 
its  ufefulnefs  to  promote  your  comfort  and  felicity 
conhderations  lurely  that  merit  your  attention.  X 
pray  God  to  blefs  them  for  your  improvement. 

I  begin  with  fhowing,  that  the  Intelle&ual  Accom¬ 
pli  laments  briefly  delineated  in  the  preceding  dif- 
courfe,  will  have  a  tendency  to  exclude  many  tempta¬ 
tions.  To  what  dangerous  refources  are  the  generality 
of  young  women  driven  by  the  love  of  pleafure  ani 
amufement,  ill  direffed  !  Having  formed  no  tafte  for 
thofe  that  arife  from  reading,  writing,  agreeable  re¬ 
flexions,  and  rational  converfation,  their  pafhons,  na¬ 
turally  ardent,  fly,  without  previous  examination,  to 
every  objeft  which  flatters  that  ardour,  by  promifmg 
all  the  vivacity  of  joy,.  ?n  this  career,  it  is  not  diffi¬ 
cult  to  conceive  what  fnares  may  entrap  Beauty,  and 
what  habits  may  corrupt  innocence.  When  firft  en¬ 
tered  on,  it  is  very  poffible  that  no  evil  is  intended.— 

1  or  that  very  reafon  none  is  fufpe&cd  ;  and  this  con¬ 
science  betrays.  W  ben  \  ice  begins  to  unveil  her 
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faring  front,  Confcience  is  flartled,  fhrinks  from  the 
monfter.  But  curiofity,  opportunity,  importunity, 
the  flatteries  of  felf-deceit,  the  dreams  of  youthful 
fancy,  the  bias  of  fafhion,  the  fear  of  banter,  (hould 
they  venture  to  oppofe  ;  all  thefe  concur  with  the 
powers  of  darknefs  in  mifleading  the  poor  unexperien¬ 
ced  adventurers :  and  tocourfes,  of  which  the  bare  idea 
Ailed  them  at  a  diftance  with  horror,  familiarity,  at  lafl, 
reconciles  them  ;  if  not  fo  far  as  to  procure  real  or 
thorough  approbation,  far  enough  however  to  engage 
perfevcrance,  attended  .  with  a  feeling  of  remorfe  that 
gradually  abates,  till  they  are  often  inextricably  en'"* 
tangled  in  a  thicket  of  guilt  and  wretchednefs. 

What  numbers  of  miferable  beings  are  now  lofl: 
there,  whofe  firft  deviations  were  occanoned  by  noth¬ 
ing  more  than  a  delire  of  efcaping  from  ina&ivity  or 
duinefs  to  fomething  that  might  divert  or  employ  • 
But  had  an  early  love  of  books  prevented  this  languor, 
by  furnifhing,  at  home,  a  harmlefs  and  varied  enter¬ 
tainment,  fuch  as  was  adapted  to  give  play,  even  to 
the  livelieft  imagination,  there  had  been  evidently 
much  lefs  inducement  to  feek  it  abroad  ;  and  many  a 
foul,  that  is  at  this  day  hurrying  on  to  deflruttion, 
might  probably,  in  that  cafe,  have  been  walking  with 
W  lfdom  and  ■,  Happinefs.  Nor  would  I  have  you 
flunk,  that  I  fpeak  of  thofe  only  who  have  broke 
through  all  the  reflraints  of  decorum.  There  are  a 
thouiand  traffs  leading  to  fin  and  woe,  befide  that  in¬ 
famous  road  to  which  the  hand  of  public  cenfure  is 
pointed. 

The  fhppofing,  indeed,  fo  wide  a  di dance  between 
the  extremities  of  guilt,  and  its  ,  intermediate  fl ages,  is 
among  the  moil  natural  miftakes  of  a  mind  deftitute  of 
knowledge.  Of  this  internal  light,  one  of  the  great 
advantages  is,  to  throw  fuch  illumination  on  virtue 
and  vice,  through  all  their  eflential,  and  even  many  of 
their  mmuie  diliinttions,  as  to  make  them  to  be  dif- 
cerned  with  clcarnefs,  and  felt  with  convi&ion  ;  while 
there  rife  up  10  view  namelefs  beauties  in  holinefs, 
^and  nameiefs  deformities  in  fin,  that  pafs  unheeded  by 
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the  dim  Inattentive  eye  of  an  underfianding  unin- 
formed.  1  his  delicacy  of  perception  alone,  in  a  bread* 
not  yet  corrupted  by  evil  cuftom,  will  create  a  falutary 
dread  of  many  purfuits  and  connexions,  that  often 
prove  exceedingly  hurtful*.  In  general,  it  feems  ob¬ 
vious,  that  by  how  much  more  we  are  acquainted  with 
our  duty  by  fo  much  the  jufkr  apprehenfions  we  {hail 
iiave  of  its  importance,  and  by  fo  much  the  greater 
capacity  for  performing  it. 

-But  the  grand  ufe  of  an  a£Fe£Hon  for  knowledge,  as 
1°  the  point  before  us,  is  that  of  preventing  idlenefs 
and  diiupation,  which  it  certainly  does,  where  fuch 
arfe&ion  is  properly  regulated  :  and  this  cannot  be  re¬ 
peated  too  frequently,  nor  preffed  too  powerful^ 
The  human  mind  was  made  for  a&ion.  In  virtuous 
utlion  confifls  its  liigheft  enjoyment.  It  will  not,  it 
cannot  continue  long  unemployed,  efpecially  during 
me  fprightiy  feafon  of  youth.  Even  feeble  age  finds 
its  principal  delight  in  recollecting  the  days  of  juven¬ 
ile  activity,  and  rehearfing  the  enterprifes  which  dif- 
tingurlned  that  happy  period.  But  now  there  are 
many  young  ladies,  whole  fituation  does  not  fupply  a 
ipnere  of  domefiic  exercife  fufficient  to  fill  up  that 
part  of  their  time,  which  is  not  neceffarily  appropria¬ 
ted  to  female  occupations  and  innopent  arrmiements. 
TV  hat  then  fhall  they  do  with  it,  or  with  themfelves,  if 
joooks  be  not  called  in  to  their  alfiflance  ?  Purfue  the 
inquiry  in  your  own  minds.  Many  of  you,  alas !  are 
but  too  well  qualified- to  purfue  it,  can  but  too  well 
imagine  theinfipid,  foohfli,  and  even  pernicious  expe¬ 
dients,  which,  under  thofe  circumflances,  are  daily 
pra&iled  for  killing  time  and  thought. 

In  truth,  it  cannot  appear  furprifing  to  fee  thofe 
who  have  no  notion  of  internal  entertainment,  hunting- 
after  fafhionable  diverfions.  For  my  part,  I  am  only 
furprifed,  when  thofe,  who,  from  a  better  education, 
have  had  opportunities  of  knowing  what  an  extent  and 
diverfity  of  ideas  and  imagery,  of  information  the  molt 
grateful  to  the  mind,  and  of  defcription  the  moll  affecting 
Jo  the  heart,  may  be  found  in  a  well  chofen  library ;  when 
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fuch,  I  fay,  do  yet  prefer  to  all  this  the  hollownefs 
and  dulnefs,  which  inieperably  attend  a  perpetual  train 
of  public  amufements,  or  private  vifiting. 

But  I  am  inclined  to  hope,  that  a  preference  fo  un-* 
jud  and  unwife,  is  feldom  made  by  thofe  lad  mention® 
ed  ;  that  they  who  haye  tailed  the  pleafure  of  converf- 
ing  intimately  with  the  bed'  authors  living  and  dead, 
and  from  this  happy  commerce  have  contracted  an  in¬ 
tellectual  turn,  will  not  be  often  tempted  to  mingle 
with  the  unthinking  crowd.  When,,  for  the  fake  of 
unbending  the  mind  more  entirely,  and  avoiding  any 
unnecelfary  air  of  fingularity,  they  do,  at  any  time, 
join  it ;  the  fame  turn  will  contribute  to  preferve  them 
from  the  fed  action  of  vice  and  folly. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  from  the  head  to  the 
heart,  the  didance,  in  a- moral  reckoning,  is  often  im- 
menle  ;  that  between  fubhmity  of  idea,  and  elevation 
of  conduft  there  is  no  necelfary  connexion  ;  that  the 
fined  fentimenis  and  the  groded  palhons  have  been  ob~ 
ferved  to  meet  in  the  fame  mind  ;  that  our  Find  Moth¬ 
er  was  betrayed  by  the  pride  of  knowing  ;  and  that  the 
height  of  capacity  in  Lucifer,  only  increaled  the  fail 
of  that  fon  of  the  morning.  All  this  is  true.  But 
fhail  we  hence  infer,  that  tne  delire  of  knowledge,  well 
directed,  and  wifely  applied,  is  not  likely  to  produce 
any  worthy  imprellkms  ?■ 

Imagine  two  young  ladies,  of  whom,  one  delights  in 
elegant  and  virtuous  dudies,  the  other  in  faduonable 
idlenefs.  Will. you  fay,. that  the  former  is  equally  in 
danger  with  the  latter  of  defcendmg  to  vulgar,  or  to 
vicious  plealures  ?  As  famaliarity  with  perlons  of  re¬ 
fined  manners  may  be  expetted  to  communicate  a  cor- 
refponding  refinement  ;  is  it  not  probable, .  that  inti¬ 
macy,  with  the  mod  beautilul  compofuions,  will,  in  the 
fame  way,  impart  a  beauty  to  the  foul  ?  And  is  there 
not  ground  to  believe,  that  this  will  make  her  who  is 
podefled  of  n,  adiamed  to  allow  herfeif  in  any  thing 
unhandfome  :  even  as  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppole,  that 
fhe  who  has  been  genteely  bred,  will  difdain  the 
thought  of  a  low’  behaviour  ?  Or,  becaufe  the  natural 
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tendency  of  things  is  fometimes  crofted,  willye.fay  that 
it  is  therefore  deftroyed  ?  Have  ye  not  heard,  that  a 
rule  is  not  overthrown,  but  rather  confirmed,  by  ex¬ 
ceptions  P  Y  oung  people,  we  know,  are  often  cor¬ 
rupted  by  bad  books  5  and,  have  we  not  likewife 
known  them  improved  by  good  ones  ?  She  muft  be 
depraved  and  funk  indeed,  who,  from  contemplating 
the  majefty  and  happinefs  of  Virtue  in  the  beft  exam- 
pies,  together  with  the  meannefs  and  mifery  of  Vice 
111  ille  worft,  that  hiftory  or  poetry  holds  up  to  view, 
can  go  away,  and  in  her  own  deportment  counteradh, 
immediately,  the 'feelings  of  love  and  admiration  for  the 
one,  of  contempt  and  abhorrence  for  the  other,  which  ob- 
jeds  of  this  kind  muft  unavoidably  awaken.  She  again, 
who  fhould  not  perceive  herfelf  prompted  to  a  prudent 
and  amiable  demeanour,  or  guarded  againft  the  contra¬ 
ry?  by  thofe  pidures  of  diferetion  and  excellence  on 
one  hand,  of  levity  and  worthleflnefs  on  the  other, 
with  which  fentimental  and  moral  writers^abound,  muft 
be  abfoluteiy  void  of  decency,  or  of  refledion.  To 
inflance  but  in  one  fubjed  more;  fhe  muft  be  wholly 
given  up  to  trifles  that  can  purlue  them  with  the  fame 
fondnefs,  after  having  her  imagination  raifed,  and  all 
her  faculties  expanded  by  thofe  wonderful  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  works  of  God,  which  are  contained  in  ma¬ 
ny  books  of  Philofophy  and  Geography,  Voyages  and 
Travels. 

But  now  reprefent  to  yourfelves  a  young  lady, 
whofe  undemanding  is  utterly  uncultivated.  What  is 
there  to  corred  her  paftions,  or  to  govern  her  pradicep 
What  is  there  to  dired  her  in  her  choice  of  compan¬ 
ions,  and  diverfions  ;  to  guard  her  againft  the  foliies 
of  her  Own  fex,  and  the  arts  of  ours  ;  in  fhort,  to  pre-' 
vent  her  falling  into  any  or  every  fnare,  that  is  or  may 
be  laid  for  her  P  Suppofe  her  to  have  received  from 
nature  the  feeds  of  common  fenfe,  Do  thefe  require 
no  attention  to  raife  them  ?  Or  is  this  in  oft  ufeful 
plant  to  be  reared  without  the  aid  of  experience  ?  But 
where,  or  how,  is  that  to  be  obtained  by  a  girl  ?  Muft 
fhe  difeover  the  wiles  and  wickednefs  of  libertines  by 
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convening  with  them  ?  Mud  {he  learn  how  to  defend 
againft  danger  by  having  run  into  it ;  or  how  to  av  oid 
the  blamfliments  of  pleafure  by  having  felt  its  bitter- 
nefs  ?  By  men  the  knowledge  of  the  world  is  com¬ 
monly  gathered  in  it.  Very  different  from  the  fitua- 
tion  of  women  is  theirs  in  this  refpett ;  and  they,  it  is 
to  be  apprehended,  often  pur.chale  a  little  wifdoin  at  a 
great  expenfe.  By  entering  into  any  company  that 
tempts,  engaging  in  any  friendfhip  that  offers,  or  ac¬ 
cepting  of  almoft  any  creature  that  happens  to  court 
them,  it  is  but  too  well  known  what  mi  {'chiefs  a  num¬ 
ber  of  our  young  gentlemen  incur.  A  female  that  a&s 
upon  the  fame  plan  is  loft  ;  and  fhe  who  would  effec¬ 
tually  efcape  diftionour  and  remorfe,  reproach  and  rid¬ 
icule,  muff  endeavour  to  know  the  world  from  books, 
to  colleft  experience  from  thofe  who  have  bought  it, 
and  to  fhun  mifeondufft  herfelf  by  obferving  the  calam¬ 
ities  it  has  occaftoned  to  others..  But  1  faid. 
Secondly,  That  Mental  Acquifitions  were  of  impor¬ 
tance  to  your  dignity  and  figure  in  life.  Confider, 
my  dear  {lifers,  how  many  women  are,  in  a  difeerning 
eye,  leffened  by  their  extravagant  attachment  to  dreis 
and  toys,  to  equipage  and  oftentation  :  in  a  word,  to 
all  the  gaudy  apparatus  of  female  vanity,  together  with 
the  endlefsly  ridiculous,  no  lefs  than  frequently,  fatal 
confluences,  which  thefe  draw  after  them,  Confider 
how  trite  and  childifb,  men  of  fenfe  muff  neceffarily 
deem  thofe  arts,  that  are  daily  pra&ifed  on  our  fex  by 
multitudes  of  yours  ;  not  to  fpeak  now  of  worfe  en¬ 
ticements.  Confider  the  emptinefs,  infipidity,  and  in¬ 
elegance  of  their  converfation — -how  contemptible  I 
v  Above  all  the  reft,  confider  the  jealoufy  and  envy,  the 
mean  fufpicion  and  fhameful  malignity,  to  which  we 
have  feen  the  female  breaft  enflaved,  and  frequently 
on  no  foundation  at  all  — how  debating!  Now  from 
thefe  evils  the  love  of  letters,  with  that  liberal  caff  of 
thought  which  they  are  naturally  calculated  to  give, 
would,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  one  powerful  prefervative® 
A  young  woman  fo  worthily,  and  fo  happily  en¬ 
gaged,  will  not  find  leifure  for  unneceffary  trifles  and. 
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idle  parade  :  or,  if  it  were  poflible  (he  fnould,  a  co*- 
fcious  fuperiority  will  enable  her  very  much  to  defpife 
ihern. 

Endowed  with  her  powers  of  pleafing,  (he  will  not 
Hnd  herfelf  reduced  to  the  little  tricks  played  off  by 
many  of  her-fex.  In  the  company  of  her  friends,  fhe 
muff  ever  appear  with  peculiar  advantage.  In  other 
companies,  where  ihe  lead  thinks  of  appearing,  an 
agreeable  tin&ure  of  intelligence,  an  eafy  corre&nefs 
of  expredion,  if  it  fhould  be  . proper  for  her  to  take 
any  part  in  the  difcourfe,  will  fliil  diffufe  themfelves. 
Perhaps  too  Hie  will  deliver  herhelf  with  a  graceful, 
though  model!  freedom.  Her  letters,  or  any  other 
compofition  that  may  fall  from  her  pen,  will  be  read 
with  particular  eagernefs  and  approbation  *,  her  cor- 
rcfpondence  will  be  prized  as  an  honour,  and  her  ac¬ 
quaintance  courted  as  a  privilege  ;  attention  will 
hang  upon  her  words,  and  refpeft  follow  in  her  train. 
Such  a  woman  will  know  how  to  entertain  and  charm, 
beyond  the  duration  of  an  hour.  Is  it  carrying  our 
ideas  too  far  to  fay,  that,  in  all  probability,  an  emana¬ 
tion  of  fentiment  and  fpirit  will  be  vifible  in  her  air 
and  manner,  that  her  mind  will  radiate  in  her  eyes  ? 
It  may  not  always,  but  it  will  often.  With  regard  to 
thole  vile  paffions  before  mentioned,  which  arile  from 
rivallhip  in  drefs,  beauty,  and  the  like  ;  as  (he  has 
learnt  to  value  herfelf  on  better  things  than  the  lad, 
the  firft,  by  confequence,  will  not  have  the  fame  hold 
of  her  foul  ;  befides  I  fuppofe  her  to  have  acquired  an 
enlargement  and  generofity,  which  nothing  but  books  cr 
knowledge  of  the  world,  or  the  principles  of  genuine 
piety,  can  infpir.e* 

Of  the  two  latter  the  operation  is,  in  fome  refpeds 
defeclive,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  former.  How 
improving  foever  an  acquaintance  with  life  may  be 
'Found  on  fome  accounts,  there  are  indances,  in  which 
it  will  hurt  the  feelings  of  the  heart  ;  if  thefe  be  not 
from  time  to  time  foftened  and  cherilhed,  bv  the  more 
Toothing  representations  of  men  and  things  fuppliei 
■■by  authors  -of  a  candid  drain.  It  is  alfo  to  be  remem¬ 
bered 
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bered,  that,  in  matters  of  religion,  a  zeal  without 
knowledge  has  been  often  deftru&ive,  and  is  always 
hmtful.  But  fuppofe  no  fuch  zeal  to  take  place  ;  fup¬ 
pofe  that  meeknefs,  as  it  certainly  ought,  makes  a  part, 
and  a  large  one  too,  of  the  pious  charafler  in  any  wo¬ 
man;  yet,  without  the  feafonings  of  a  good  under- 
landing,  without  fomething  of  that  fait  and  poignancy 
which  are  derived  from  writers  of  tafte  and  learning, 
there  will  arife,  in  repeated  intercourfe,  a  famenefs  and 
a  flatnefs  that  mull  diminilh  efteem,  though  they  may 
not  dellroy  affe&ion.  Add  to  this,  that  on  a  variety 
of  fubjetls,  ignorance  will  inevitably  produce  a  poor- 
nefs  and  vulgarity  of  thinking,  which,  toperfons  whofe 
views  are  nobler,  will  be  rather  difguftfuL 

In  truth,  the  acquifitions  we  recommend  would  pre¬ 
vent  or  cure  moll  of  thofe  little  prejudices,  and  little 
paflions,  which  often  hurt  the  fex  in  the  opinion  of 
their  bell  friends.  Not  to  infill  on  what  has  teen  men¬ 
tioned  more  than  once,  their  aftonilhing  prepoflehions 
in  favour  of  public  places,  greatly  owing  to  their  want 
of  fomething  rational  and  agreeable  to  employ  them  at 
home;  what  {hall  we  fay  of  that  abfurd  partiality, 
which  they  frequently  fhow  for  well  drelfed  fops, 
who  pretend  indeed  to  admire  them,  but  are  too  frivo¬ 
lous  and  conceited  to  admire  any,  in  good  earned,  but 
tbemfelves  ?  Surely  a  well  informed  u'nderOanding 
would  enable  women  to  defpife  fuch  infignificance ; 
and  to  give  the  preference  to  merit,  and  modelly,  in  a 
plain  habit. 

To  what  fhall  we  chiefly  impute  that  female  curiof- 
ity,  which  has  been  fo  long,  and  in  moil  inllances  fa 
juftly,  a  topic  of  fatire  ?  Is  it  pofhble,  that  women 
could  Ihow  fuch  amazing  eagernefs  to  be  acquainted 
with  every  minute  particular  in  the  life,  charafter, 
drefs,  fortune,  and  circumllances  of  others,  did  they 
polfefs  a  fund  of  domed ic  entertainment  and  liberal 
ccnverfation  ?  The  original  principle,  by  receiving 
a  right  direftion,  might  certainly  be  turned  into  a  rich 
iburce  of  of  improvement,  that  would  fpread  increab* 
fng  ludre  around  you. 
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That  aptnefs  alfo  to  be  aftoni filed,  alarmed,  affright¬ 
ed  at  trifling  accidents,  imaginary  evils,  or  natural 
events  ever  fo  little  unufual,  which,  when  carried  far, 
and  frequently  recurring,  makes  a  young  woman  ap¬ 
pear  quite  filly,  is  often  the  effeft  of fhallownefs.  Ig¬ 
norance  is  prone  to  admire  ;  and  admiration  readily 
fwells  into  a  paffion,  or  finks  into  a  panic  :  whereas  an 
enlightened  mind  is  feldom  wrought  up  to  ecflacy,  and 
feldom  overwhelmed  by  terror. 

1  he  fame  reafoning  will  hold  in  relation  to  the  in¬ 
capacity  of  keeping  a  fecret,  with  which  yourfex  have 
been  fo  often  reproached,,  Thofe  infignificant  females, 
who  are  deftitute  of  better  ideas,  will  be  naturally 
tempted  to  give  themfelves  an  air  of  confequence,  by 
communicating  every  piece  of  information  which  they 
happen  to  receive  under  the  notion  of  fe>  But 

the  acquifition  of  valuable  knowledge  helps  to  remove 
this  temptation,  by  conferring  real  importance,  as  well 
as  by  fupplying  fitter  converfation* 

Again, *were  women  to  contemplate  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  avarice,  ambition,  vanity,  luxury,  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  love,  and  the  fury  of  revenge,  as  appearing  in 
the  ruin  of  families,  the  devafiation  of  provinces,  and 
the  fall  of  empires  :  is  there  not  reafon  to  hope,  they 
would  be  lefs  dazzled  v/ith  thofe  objefts,  and  lefsafferf- 
ed  by  thofe  occahons,  that  are  apt  to  foment  fuch  pro- 
penfities  ; — propenfities  which,  though  in  their  cafe,  not 
lb  confequential  to  others,  are  yet  many  times  extreme-* 
ly  degrading,  as  well  as  pernicious,  to  themfelves  ? 

And,  with  regard  to  that  ignoble  difpofition  to  lean- 
dal,  by  many  deemed  one  of  the  charaFteriftic  blemifhes 
of  your  fex  :  you  could  not  pofiibly  indulge  it  fo  of¬ 
ten,  were  you  furniflied  with  a  fufficient  compafs  of 
obfervation  and  fentiment,  on  fubje&s  much  more  in¬ 
nocent,  and  furely  not  lefs  interefiing. —  Not  lefs  inler- 
efiirig,  did  I  fay  ?  How,  in  the  name  of  God,  are  you 
concerned  with  the  faults  of  thofe  with  whom  you 
have  no  connexion  ?  or  what  call  have  you  to  remark 
upon  them,  farther  than  may  be  neceffary  to  guard 
vourlelves  or^others  againfi  their  contagion,  or  their 
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oonfequences  ?  are  you  vain  of  the  wit  and  vivacity  which 
you  difplay,  or  fancy  you  difplay,  on  fuch  occafions  ? 
Ah,  what  fuperior  honour  would  ye  acquire  from  can¬ 
dour,  fweetnefs,  and  felf~corre£fion !  But'thol’e  qualities 
are  the  offspring  of  felf-knowledge,  and  a  comprehenfion 
of  what  is  truly  beautiful  and  becoming  in  life.  Let 
me  perfuade  you,  my  beloved  pupils,  with  all  your 
improvements,  “with  all  your  gettings,  to  get”  thofe 
two  effential  parts  of  “  Underftanding.”  From  them 
will  refult  benefits  innumerable  ;  this  amonij  the  refl  ; 
they  will  prevent,  I  know  not  what  affectations,  by 
which  many  a  pretty  fool  of  your  fex  is  daily  expofed* 
But  why  be  at  all  this  pains?  On  th'efe  points  you 
are  under  no  kind  of  apprehenfion  ;  confident  that, 
wherever  you  appear,  you  cannot  fail  of  commanding 
regard  f  a  that,  whenever  you  are  pleaded  to  open 
thofe  lips,  which  you  have  heard  fo  frequently  praifed, 
every  ear  will  be  attentive,  and  every  heart  allured. 

Ind  eed  ?  Are  ye  very  confident,  very  fure  _ Take 

care  you  be  not  difappointed.  It  is  my  duty  to  tell 
you,  whether  you  wilt  believe  it  or  no,  that  I  have 
known  many  a  man,  who,  in  the  company  of  women, 
has  applauded  that  which  he  inwardly  defpifed  ;  and 
with  hypocritical  rapture,  liftened  to  nonfenfe,  where 
the  fpeaker  is  handiome.  Obfequioufnefs  and  adula¬ 
tion  will 'attend  on  youth  and  beauty.  But  can  you 
be  contented  with  an  incenfe  fo  cheap  ;  an  incenfe 
offered  to  a  face  or  to  a  fliape  alone  ;  an  incenfe  that 
does  not  rife  from  the  altar  of  the  heart  ;  an  incenfe, 
in  fine,  that  is  lavifhed,  with  an  undiflinguifhing  hand, 
on  every  infignificant  image  that  happens  to  be  caff  iri 
a  regular  mould,  and  coloured  with  a  mixture  of 
white  and  red  ?  Where,  alas !  is  your  delicacy  ?  Have 
you  no  ingenuous  pride  ?  Are  you  fo  very  vain, 
(pride  and  vanity  are  different  things)  fo  very  igno¬ 
rant,  after  all  the  admonitions  you  have  received,  as 
fhsl  to  confirue  flattery  into  approbation,  and  fmiles 
into  attention  ?  But  I  intreat  you,  refleff.  When 
beauty  and  youth  are  gone,  and  go  they  will  —  what 
then  ?  W  hy,  then,  all  this  adulation  and  obfequiouf- 
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nefs  will  vanifh  with  them  ;  and  if  you  be  not  adorn¬ 
ed  with  attra&ions  more  fubftantial  and  durable,  into 
what  negle&ed  things  will  you  have  the  mortification 
to  fink  ! 

An  Accomplifhed  Woman  can  never  become  an 
objeft  of  negleft  :  fhe  mult  always  remain  an  objeft  of 
diflinFtion  amongfl  her  acquaintance.  When  fbe  was 
young,  (be  might  pleafe  more  ;  but,  as  even  then  {he 
pleafed  chiefly  by  her  mind,  fhe  will  therefore  contin¬ 
ue  to  pleafe  flilj.  1  he  chfcerning  Few,  at  leaf},  will 
difeover  in  her,  beauties,  which  neither  the  inroads  of 
age,  nor  the  ravage  of  fick nefs,  can  deface.  When 
44  declined  into  the  vale  of  years, ”  fhe  will  frill,  from 
the  fuperiority  of  her  charafter,  (land  forth  an  exalted 
figure.  Senfe  and  capacity,  joined  to  worth  and 
fweetnefs,  are  exempted  from  the  condition  of  all 
things  elfe  ;  which  is  to  lofe  their  influence,  when 
they  lofe  their  novelty.  44  The  ornament  of  grace 
which  wifdorn  fhall  give  to  thy  head,5’  will  not  ap¬ 
pear  with  lefs  real  luflre,  when  infirmity  fhall  caufe 
that  head  to  {hake.  44  The  crown  of  glory  which  file 
fhall  deliver  to  thee,”  will,  in  Reafon’s  eye,  receive 
new  dignity  from  grey  hairs  ;  or  rather,  according  to 
our  infpired  author,  thofe  “grey  hairs  are”  themfelves 
44  a  crown  of  glory,  being  found  in  the  way  of  righte- 
oufnefs,” 

Do  ye  know  a  woman  far  advanced  in  life,  but  yet 
farther  in  virtue  and  underftanding,  who,  with  mild 
inlinuation,  employs  them  to  render  wife  and  happy 
thofe  about  her,  elpecially  the  young  ;  who,  for  fuch 
in  particular,  makes  every  kind  allowance,  not  forget¬ 
ting  thofe  early  days  when  ilie  too  flood  in  need  of 
indu  Igenee  ;  who,  when  her  health  will  permit, 
takes  pleafure  in  feeing  herfelf  fur, rounded  by  a  circle 
of  youth  innocently  gay,  condefcendmg  even  to  mix 
in  their  little  fports,  and,  by  a  graceful  comp  acency 
of  jook,  and  pleafing  remainder  of  ancient  humour,  to 
encourage  and  promote  their  harmlefs  amufem'ent. — 
Do  you  know  fuch  a  woman  ?  1  henfpeak  your  opin¬ 
ion  freely,  Will  this  youthful  circle  be  in  any  dan¬ 
ger 
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ger  of  defpifing  her,  becaufe  {he  is  old  ?  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  will  they  not  contend  with  one  another,  who 
{hall  pay  her  moft  veneration,  who  (hall  {land  highefi 
in  her  affe&ion  ?  Can  you  conceive  a  character  more 
refpe&able,  and  at  the  fame  time  more  amiable  ?— - 
What  is  there  good  or  excellent,  to  which  (he  will 
not  have  it  in  her  power  to  win  them  ? 

And  now  think  of  a  decayed  beauty,  who  in  the 
height  of  her  bloom,  and  the  career  of  her  conquelts, 
trufled  folely  to  that  bloom,  and  never  dreamt  of  ie- 
curing  thofe  conquefls,  fuch  as  they  were,  by  any 
thing  more  folid  and  abiding.  Inexpreflibly  morti¬ 
fied  that  both  are  at  an  end,  fhe  would  fain,  if  poflible, 
keep  up  the  appearance  of  them  {till.  How  P  By  a 
conilrained  vivacity,  by  a  yuvenile  drefs,  by  that  af¬ 
fectation  of  allurement  and  importance,  which  we  fo 
readily  pardon  to  the  prime  of  life,  but  which,  in  its 
decline,  is  univerfaliy  condemned  as  aukward  and  un¬ 
natural.  Place  her  in  the  young  aflembly  we  havejufi: 
fuppofed.  There  let  her  endeavour  to  fparkle,  as  in 
the  days  of  old  ;  there  let  her  lay  traps  for  admiral! on 
amidit  the  wrinkles  of  age.  How  ludicrous,  and  how 
melancholy  at  the  fame  moment !  What  girl,  or  what 
boy  of  them  all,  will  not  be  {truck  with  the  improprie¬ 
ty  ?  Every  mark  of  decay,  every  fymptom  of  change, 
will  be  traced  and  examined  with  acutenels.  No  part 
of  her  figure  will  be  overlooked,  not  a  {ingle  flip  in 
her  behaviour  forgiven  :  whereas,  if  warned  by  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  time,  file  prudently  gave  up  to  her  juniors  all 
competition  of  looks  and  {how,  and  fiudied  only  to 
make  herfelf  agreeable  by  her  converfation  and  man¬ 
ners  ;  there  is  Icarcely  one  of  thofe  little  critics  that 
would  ever  reflect  upon  her  years,  or  that  would  not 
be  delighted  with  her  good  fenfe,  and  obliging  deport¬ 
ment. — No,  my  young  friends,  nothing  can  fave  you 
from  contempt  at  that  period,  if,  during  this,  you  be 
not  at  pains  to  improve  your  minds.  She  who  is,  fliali 
in  one  ienfe,  and  that  the  beft,  be  always  young. 

If  {he  fhould  continue  Angle,  and  her  fituation,  or 
her  choice,  fhould  lead  her  to  cultivate  but  few  ac¬ 
quaintance, 


*56 


SERMONS  TO 


quaintance,  amongfi  them  file  mud  ever  be  loved  and” 
^  aiucd.^  If  {he  fball  be  married,  and  to  a  man  of  toler* 
able  judgment,  with  tolerable  temper,  he  will  count 
mmleif  happy  in  fuch  an  affociate  ;  he  will  even  be 
proud  of  thofe  talents  in  her  which  do  honour  to  his 
election,  I  have  always  remarked,  that  women  of 
capacity  and  elegance  have  pofleflcd  the  hearts  of  their 
nUiOanas  in  a  degree  which  is  not  common  ;  I  mean, 
where  thofe  hu  (bands  had  any  worth  or  difcernment. 
-iou  will  eafijy  imagine,  that  I  fuppofe  the  woman  in 
queihon  too  wife,. and  too  excellent,  to  afiefl  fnperio- 
-Mty  ;  or  not  to  give  their  partners  all  the  credit  and 


conference  poflible,  on  every  occafion.  Between 


2nfn  and  women  there  is  feidom  any  rival  (hip  in  what 
xe'at  vs  merely  to  intellect  :  nor  are  the  former  ever 
much  hurt  by  any  conic io us  inferiority  in  that  refpeft 
xvhere  the  latter  do  not  fiiow  themfelves,  efpecially  be- 
fore  company,  arrogant  or  pretending. 

I  mufi  not  forget  to  fubjoin  how  much  the  Mental 
Improvements,  now  enforced,  will  contribute  to  adorn 
and  animate  the  companion,  to  direfl  and  dignify  the 
miflrefs,  to  accomplifh  the  mother  and  the  friend,  to 
fpreau  a  charm  over  the  whole  matrimonial  ftate,  and 
to  relieve  thofe  duller  hours  that  are  apt  to  Real  on  the 
moft  delightful  condition  of  humanity. 

Nor  can  I  difmifs  this  part  of  the  argument,  without 
mentioning  what  has  often  appeared  to  me  one  very 
remarkable  mfiance,  amonglt  many  that  hiftory  records, 
of  the  tranfeendamt  power  to  captivate  and  preferve 
efteem,  which  Intellectual  Accomplifhments,  worthily 
exerted,  confer  upon  a  woman.  It  is  that  of  Madam 
Mainfenon,  the  celebrated  favourite  and  wife  of  Lew¬ 
is  the  fourteenth. 

This  monarch,  born  with  firongpropenfi ties  topleaf- 
uies,  bred  in  its  very  lap,  indulged  from  the  beginning 
in  all  bis  pafilons,  early  polfeffed  of  unlimited  power, 
conflantly  accuftomed  to  the  moil  exquifite  flatferv, 
y  drunk  with  filccefs  and  glory,  always  courted 
by  the  female  fex  with  every  art  that  beauty,  wit,  or 
ambition  could  employ,  in  his  intercou^fe  with  (hem 

Hill 


YOUNG  WOMEN. 


*57 

dill  addiQed  to  novelty  and  change — this  very  mon¬ 
arch,  not  yet  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifty,  in  full  health, 
environed  with  all  the  fplendor  of  a  mod  brilliant 
court,  read  in  little  elfe  befide  comedies  and  novels, 
finds  in  the  converfation  of  that  lady,  whofe  origin  was 
not  high,  whofe  fortunes  had  been  always  low,  and 
who  was  now  older  than  himfelf,  by  feveral  years — 
finds,  I  fay,  in  her  converfation  fuch  innocence,  fuck 
fweetnefs,  fuch  unequalled  charms  of  tade.  and  intelli¬ 
gence,  as  induce  him  to  break  off  every  engagement  of 
a  voluptuous  kind,  and  to  enter  with  her  into  the  moll 
honourable  of  all  connexions,  in  which  he  appears  to 
have  maintained  his  fidelity  to  the  lad.  Madam 
Maintenon  had,  from  her  youth,  improved  herfelf  by 
reading,  and  the  bed  company,  whom  her  beauty  and 
talents  drew  about  her,  in  a  country  where  the  fociety 
of  the  women  is  much  more  regarded  than  in  this. 
Lewis  was  fird  attracted  by  the  extraordinary  fpirit 
and  elegance  of  her  letters;  and  then  abfolutely  fixed 
by  her  fentiments,  her  attention,  and  her  fubmiffion. 
Thefe  were  a  balm  to  his  foul,  tormented  by  domeilic, 
perfonal,  and  political  chagrins,  in  thefe  he  obtained 
a  relief  from  mat  wearinefs  and  wretchednefs,  which 
the  pomps  and  pleaiures  of  the  world  had  ferved  only 
to  increafe,  while  they  promifed  to  prevent  or  cure 
them.  We  do  not  find,  that  this  llluilrious  lady  was 
fond  of  faihionable  diyerdons :  her  books  and  her  worjt 
were  the  principal  amufements  of  her  leifure. 

But  u  is  time  to  proceed  to  our  lad  point,  namely, 
the  ufefulnefs  of  Mental  Acquifmons  to  your  comfort 
and  felicity.  And  here  it  is  worthy  your  obfervation, 
that  the  Mod  High,  having  formed  hrs  rational  off- 
ipring  for  a  happinels  more  refined  and  noble  than  the 
indulgence  of  me  fenfes  alone,  lias  wifely  made  the 
gratifications  thence  ari ling  i a  a  great  mcalure  moment¬ 
ary.  lo  prolong  thefe  inferior  enjoyments,  is  the  la¬ 
borious  talk  of  the  flaves  of  appetite  and  fancy  m 
league  with  each  other.  But,  as  it  is  undertaken  m 
oppolition  to  the  defign  of  the  Almighty?  and  profe- 
.cuted  in  defiance  of  ms  iaws,  it  mu,t  ever  be  vain. 
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They  only  fatigue  themfelves  in  the  attempt.  From 
efforts  beyond  her  (cope  and  powers,  Nature  will  al¬ 
ways  recoil.  Satiated  with  external  pleafures,  (he  turns 
Inward.  Experiencing  there  a  vofd,  which  the  whole 
y  em  niatter  cannot  fill,  (be  is  prompted  by  an  in¬ 
nate  ambition  to  aipire  after  higher  objects.  Her  fpir- 
1  trial  faculties,  and  divine  extraction,  point  her  to  the 
■world  of  icieas.  Prom  that,  and  from  what  may  be 
called  the  Commerce  of  Minds,  file  wifties  to  derive 
her  chief  fatisfa&ion.  But  you  will  eafily  conceive,- 
that  iuch  commerce  cannot  be  carried  on  to  any  extent 
nor  with  any  variety,  without  a  competent  ffore  of  the 
£ocx,s  proper  to  it  ;  thofe,  I  mean,  which  experience 
and  redeftion,  genius  and  reafomng,  difcourfe  and 
memory  have  accumulated  and  laid  up  in  the  writings 
of  dilfeient  ages,  as  in  fo  many  convenient  repofitories, 
for  the  ufe  of  all  who  are  willing  to  avail  themfelves  of 
-Ms  bci.i.er  wealth*  i.  hey- who  are  not,  mull  neceffari- 
iy  labour  under  much  internal  poverty.  Accordingly, 
how  do  they  drain  to  fuppfy  the  needful  demands  of 
converfation,  when  in  company  :  and  when  alone,  kow 
do  they  druggie  to  elude,  becauie  they  cannot  content, 
the  cravings  of  the  immortal  mind  !  To  the  want  of  this 
provifion,  and  the  incapacity  of  fufiaimng  the  weight 
of  their  own  fpirits  prefting  upon  them°in  folitude, 
mud  we  not  principally  impute  their  impatience  for 
rd  manner  of  entertainments,  that  may  help  to  fill  up 
the  painful  blanks  of  time,  without  any  confiderabie 
cxpenfe  of  that  which  they  can  leaft  afford— thought  P 
But  tms  expedient  is  merely  temporary,  and  extremely 
imperfefh  Hiverfion  long  continued  is  drudgery  ;  and 
itill  the  foul  falls  back  upon  herfelf. 

N ow,  if  in  the  intervals  of  leiiure  you  can,  with  rei- 
ifh,  repair  to  books,  you  need  never  be  at  a  lofs.  You. 
may  happily  avoid,  if  you  will,  the  toils  of  refllefs 
amufement,  and  the  fighs  of  immoderate  mirth*  Bx- 
cufe  this  laff  exprefiion.  Have  you  not  fometimes 
proved  the  truth  of  Solomon’s  remark,  that  even  in 
laughter  the  heart  is  forrowful?”  Have  von  not,  now 
and  then,  perceived  a  figh  to  fteal  from  you,  when 
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#ppre(Fed  and  exhaufled  by  frequent  burfts  of  merri¬ 
ment  ? — if  (he  who  is  in  love  with  reading,  fhould,  on 
particular  occahons,  be  led  into  icenes  of  that  kind? 
with  what  redoubled  ardour  will  hie  return  to  hience 
and  ffudy  l  From  the  nolle,  buffle,  and  barrennefs 
of  modern  converfation,  with  what  exalted  pieafure 
will  lhe  betake  herieif  to  the  fociety  of  the  celebrated 
dead,  or  of  admired  authors  yet  alive,  where  all  is  ftili? 
ferene,  and  delightful  l  After  being  difgufted  with  the 
naufeous,  of  the  meagre  diet,  ferved  up  in  moll  com¬ 
panies,  where  low  fcandal,  or  mere  town-talk,  fupply 
the  place  of  urbanity  and  fenfe  ;  liow  rich  and  regal¬ 
ing  will  fhe  find  that  repail,  which  her  library  is  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  furmfh  1 

There  lhe  will  not  fail  of  meeting  with  food  of  ev¬ 
ery  different  flavour,  whether  of  a  lighter  or  more  folid 
fubffance,  agreeable  to  her  prefent  inclination  ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  nothing  is  forced  upon  her,  and  fhe  is 
left  at  liberty,  not  only  to  vary  the  entertainment  as 
often  and  as  much  as  lhe  pleafes,  but  alfo  to  rife  from 
it  whenever  fhe  will.  Hiflorians,  Philofophers,  Ora¬ 
tors,  and  Poets,  the  beft  writers  of  every  ciafs,  within 
her  comfafs,  are  ever  prepared  to  gratify,  without  con- 
itraint  or  ceremony,  her  inteilefciuai  tafte;  Nor  will 
they  take  offence  at  any  preference,  which,  at  any 
time,  fhe  may  be  difpofed  to  make.  She  can  never 
intrude  upon  them  at  an  improper  feafon,  nor  appear 
to  leave  them  with  ahruptnefs  ;  And  when  fhe  does 
leave  them,  inilead  cf-room  for  an  eafy  retroipefci,  the 
manner  in  which  fhe  has  been  employed  will  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  felf-approbation.  She  will  feel  her  foul 
nourifhed  and  iirengthened,  her  fpirits  cheered  and 
elevated,  or  coiieCied  and  compofed.  "lhe  duties  of 
life  fhe  will  go  about  with  frefh  relolution,  and  a  quick¬ 
er  cornprehenffon  of  what  becomes  her.  To  congenial 
minds  her  attachment  will  be  increafed.  With  them 
fhe  will  enjoy,  as  often  as  fhe  has  opportunity,  fend- 
mental  friendly  delight,  the  circulation  of  thought,  and 
reciprocation  of  confidence, 

6*- The  feafiof  reafon,  and  the  flow  of  foul,” 

And 


And  thefe,  my  friends,  are  fatisfa&ions  which  depend 
not  on  youth,  nor  on  the  advantages  peculiar  to  it : 
fatisf’a&ions  which,  in  fome  refpe&s  at  leaf},  will  grow 
with  your  growing  years;  and  which,  in  every  cafe 
will  furvive  the  tranfient  flower  of  beauty.  Let  mt 
again  remind  you  of  the  period  of  its  decay.  Of  that 
period  you  cannot  be  reminded  too  often. 

}  When  it  arrives,  thofe  hollow-hearted  men,  that,  for 
^neir  own  ends,  now  fwarm  about  you  with  everv  fem- 
hlanceoflove  or  admiration,  will  difptrfe,  like  flies,  at 
the  approach  of  winter.  In  a  little  they  forget 
you,  as  if  you  had  never  been  ;  or  remember  you  only 
to  fay  to  every  one  they  meet,  how  much  you  are  al¬ 
tered.  But  what  words  can  paint  the  defolation 
of  her,  who  finds  herfelf  thus  forfaken  and  defpifed, 
without  any  refource  in  her  own  bread  ? 

1  think  I  fee  her  flying  to  her  glafs,  day  after  day, 
to  obferve  whether  that  flatterer  will  prove  more  con- 
flant.  At  firff  fhe  is  aftonifhed,  fhe  is  fhocked,  at  the 
Aupidity  of  thofe  men  who  can  become  infenfible  to  a 
face,  or  a  form,  like  her’s  :  But  in  a  little  that  once 
foothing-glafs,  which  was  wont  to  tranfport  her  with, 
tlie  refletled  image  of  herfelf,  begins  to  withdraw  its 
flatteries  too.  She  is  alarmed  and  deprefied.  She  feeks 
confolation  from  fome  low  dependant,  who,  with  a  grave 
face,  and  glozing  accent,  allures  her  fhe  is  handfomer 
than  ever  ;  while  the  mercenary  wretch  fecretly  laughs 
her  to  fccrn. 

Every  artifice  of  drefs,  all  the  feduaion  of  orna* 
iiient,  is  fludied  and  pra6ti fed  with  more  exquiflte  fo« 
licitude.  She  views  herfelf  on  every  fide:  the  wafle 
feems  repaired.  Eler  fpirits  rife  ;  fhe  is  overjoyed. 
With  renewed  expedition  fne  fashes  forth  ;  fhe  dances 
her  uiuai  round  :  feme  one  in  pity  tells  her  how  well 
fhe  looks :  the  evening  is  pall  in  triumph.  She  returns 
iiome  exhaufled  with  the  flutter.  Next  morning  the 
mirror  is  confulted  again.  She  is  paie,  fickiy,  faint  ; 
her  eyes  are  funk  ;  the  wrinkles  appear — more  than 
ever.  Again  fhe  is  flartied,  terrified,  falls  into  a  rage, 

I  he  Ilona  burils  on  her  domeihcs,  fpends  itieif, 
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fubfides,  Theufual  methods  are  tortured,  to  make 
her  up  ;  and  if  fome  new  expedient  is  fuggefted,  that 
can  better  difguife  nature,  and  deceive  the  beholder — 
what  a  difcovery  !  Thus,  between  the  viciffitudes  of 
hope  and  fear,  of  exultation  and  defpondence,  on  a  fub- 
jeX  to  her  weak,  unfurniflied  mind,  the  mod  intereding 
of  all  others,  die  is  mii'erably  tolled  ;  tili,  by  fuch  re¬ 
peated  and  violent  perturbation,  confpiring  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  years,  fhe  is  configned  over  to  defpair,  the 
heart-overwhelming  delpair  of  being  ever  praifed  more 
for  thofe  unliappy  charms,  which  fhe  at  length  perceives 
are  beyond  recovery' lod — -What  young  woman  of  re¬ 
flexion  would  not  prevent  fuch  ridiculous  didrefsP 
But  can  you  think  of  any  way  to  prevent  it,  fo  effica¬ 
cious  as  turning,  betimes,  your  principal  attention  to 
your  better  part  ?  That,  even  in  this  way,  you  (haii 
become  wholly  indifferent,  about  the  decline  of  an  ap¬ 
pearance  which  ufed  to  give  your  friends,  as  well  as 
yourfelves,  pleafure,  I  will  not  affirm.  But,  if  fo  high 
a  drain  of  philofophy  be  hardly  practicable,  dill,  how-, 
ever,  I  think  you  mud  acknowledge,  that  the  advances 
of  age  will  be  fupported  much  the  more  eafily  for  fuch 
preparation.  In  the  mean  while,  how  many  vexations^ 
that  harrafs  and  didraX  the  greater  part  of  your  fex, 
will  be  thus  obviated  by  you  ? 

In  truth,  mod  of  the  grievances  complained  of  by 
mortals  are  felf-created.  They  proceed  from  that 
fondnefs  of  fancy,  which  gives  conference  to  trifles, 
or  from. thofe  guds  of  paffion,  which  produce  agita¬ 
tion  without  a  caufe.  But,  next  to  the  power  of  relig¬ 
ion,  can  you  imagine  any  means  of  avoiding  both  fo 
probable,  as  the  wife  and  calm  purfuits  to  which  I 
would  now  perfuade  you  ?  Permit  me,  my  much, 
loved  hearers,  to  fucceed.  Defer  not,  by  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  your  minds,  as  well  as  hearts,  to  lay  in  a  dore 
of  enjoyment  and  comfort,  fuch  as  you  can  repair  to 
in  fecret,  when  all  abroad  is  unfolacing  and  infipid. 

Every  thing  external  is  hadening  to  change  and 
diffolution.  You  yourfelves  are  gliding  infendbly 
*Lown  the  current  of  time*  You  are  on  your  paffage 
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to  eternity  ;  and  can  you  bear  the  thoughts  of  refitm- 

"«  a  Pafr«g<:  as  important  as  it  is  ftort,  to  the  blfnd 
mpuife  of  chance,  caprice,  and  ignorance?  Or  fup. 

a  fSbTrival  °cf  “"ft1  °(, COflf4^ces,  as  to  fecu^e 
•*  £r!Xal  '.can.  Pe>  hke  illiterate  and  incurious  ma¬ 
nners,  failing  by  fame  beautiful  coafl,  be  fatisfied  to 
hurry  along,  without  attending  to  the  various  profpetV 
and  numerous  objeds,  wh'.cg  Nature  and  Art  have 
fpreaa  out  bcnore  you ;  or,  without  taking  advantage  of 
the  beft  affiflance  you  can  find  on  your  voyage,  tolm 

woTh  ‘  V  Ha‘eVer  ls>flruaiv«.  ornamental!  and  praife- 
n  riave  ye  forgotten,  that,  when  landed  on  the 
bliEfu  ftore,  your  felicity  will  bear  no  ir.confiderable 
proportion  to  your  prefent  attainments  in  knowledge  • 
that  the  moil  enlarged  underftandings,  where  the  difpol 
fitions  have  been  of  a  piece,  will  be  rewarded  b  v  C 
nob  ,.ll  dtfcoveries  ;  in  fiiori,  that  they  who  dun /now 
vtith  the  faireft  lights  °f  wddom  ft  all,  like  the  more 

a  1  lingmfted  liars  of  heaven,  be  crowned  hereafter 
v,  ith  lupenor  fplendor  ? 
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Which  becometh  zvcmen  prof  effing  Goalinefs . 
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f  avour  is  deceitful ,  and  beauty  is  vain  :  but  a  zoo* 
man  that  fear  eth  the  Lord,  She  fiall  bepraifecL 


A  HE  frailty  of  women  has  been  frequently  a  top¬ 
ic  of  triumphant  declamation.  On  this  fubjetl  much 
unkind  wit  has  been  difplayed  ;  and  many  a  dull  far- 
cafm  is  daily  added,  and  widely  circulated,  with  an  air 
of  confcious  fatisfaftion.  Hardly  can  one  go  into  a 
company  of  men,  where  licentioufnefs  of  tongue  paf- 
fes  for  freedom  of  converlation,  without  hearing  the 
poor  women  abufed  for  their  worth'effnefs,  or  weak- 
nefs,  or  both.  But,  fuppofmg  them  particularly  frail, 
is  it  noble  to  exult  over  them  on  that  account,  and  in 
their  abfence  too,  when  they  have  not  an  opportunity 
of  defending  themfelves  ?  Should  not  the  fliong  rath¬ 
er  pity  and  fupport  the  weak  ?  Yet  after  all,  how  does 
it  appear  that  any  fingular  ft rength  of  refclution  be¬ 
longs  (o  our  fex,  or  that  yours  (land  chargeable  with 
peculiar  infirmity  p 
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The  lofs  of  virtue  is,  no  doubt,  often  followed  with 
extreme  depravity  in  women.  But  is  not  the  fame 
thing  to  be  feen  amongft  men  ;  although  it  is  not  re¬ 
marked  with  the  fame  attention,  or  cenfured  with 
equal  rigour  ?  If  many  unhappy  females  run  into  fuch 
<;excefs  of  riot,  and  fuperfluity  of  naughtinefs,”  as 
feem  to  juflify  the  obfervation,  that  there  is  nothing  fo 
profligate  as  a  vicious  woman  ;  may  it  not  be  fre¬ 
quently  imputed  to  their  being  driven  almoft  to  a  hate 
of  defpair  ?  Forfaken  as  they  are  by  the  wretches  that 
ruined  them,  abandoned  by  their  relations,  if  any  they 
have,  commonly  dreading  the  fcorn  of  their  own  fex, 
and  often  too  little  confidered  by  the  virtuous  part  of 
ours ;  what  can  he  expected,  in  general,  from  creatures 
who  have  put  off  the  modefty  of  nature,  and  are  pro¬ 
pelled  by  evil  habits,  co-operating  often  with  bafe  afio- 
ciates,  and  bitter  poverty  ? — Do  I  then  plead  the 
caufe  of  vice?  God  forbid.  But  I  cannot  endure 
that  want  of  candour,  which  would  aggravate  the  guilt 
and  mifery  of  beings,  who,  to  us,  fhould  be  objetis  of 
fo  much  compaffion  ;  I  fay,  to  Us,  of  whom  many  are 
the  firff  authors  of  this  very  guilt  and  mifery,  while 
the  reil  are  all  likewife  fubjebl  to  go  affray. 

Here  1  (hall  probably  be  afked,  Does  not  the  apof- 
tle  Peter  exprelsly  fly le  the  woman  the  weaker  veffel  ? 
He  does  ;  but  in  the  fame  fenle  that  tbofe  veffels  are 
fo  ffyied,  which  being  of  finer  materials,  or  more  deli¬ 
cate  conliruCtion,  and  therefore  eafily  broken  or  hurt, 
are  for  that  reafon,  and  for  the  regard  alfo  which  peo¬ 
ple  have  for  them,  ufed  with  particular  tendernefs. 
That  this  is  his  meaning  is  maniieft  from  the  paffage 
referred  to,  where  he  lays,  66  Give  honour  unto  the 
wife  as  unto  the  weaker  veffel. ’*  Why  honour  on 
that  fcore,  if  the  epithet  Weaker  is  not  to  be  under- 
flood  as  I  have  now,  according  to  the  beft  interpreters, 
explained  it  ? 

But  does  not  St,  Paul,  iome  verfes  after  the  text 
from  Timothy,  obferve,  that  44  Adam  was  not  deceiv¬ 
ed,  hut  the  woman  being  deceived  wras  in  the  tranf- 
greffion  -?”  True;  it  does  appear  from  the  hifiory? 

that 
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that  u  the  ferpent,”  as  our  apoftle  fays  elfewhere, 
“  beguiled  Eve  through  his  fubtility  and  that  the 
man,  though  aware  of  the  deceit,  was  by  his  fondnefs 
for  his  deluded,  yet  ftill  lovely  partner,  drawn  into  the 
fame  tranfgreflion.  But  what  was  it  that  expofed  the 
woman  to  that  ftiare  by  which  file  was  feduced  ?  Paf- 
fions,  it  mull  be  owned,  extremely  culpable  in  their 
nature,  and  fatal  in  their  conferences  ;  but  not  the 
paflions  for  which  her  daughters  have  been  indifcrimi- 
narely  blamed.  In  reality,  the  refolute  fpirit,  and 
perfevering  vigilance,  with  which  great  numbers  of 
women  preferve  their  honour,  while  fo  few  men,  in. 
comparifon,  are  refirained  by  the  laws  of  continence, 
feem  to  me  no  (light  proof  that  the  former  poflefs  a 
degree  of  fortitude  well  worthy  of  praife. 

But  what  is  all  this  to  the  purpofe  of  our  prefent 
meditation  ?  Much  every  way.  I  meant  it  as  my 
firfi  argument  in  behalf  of  female  piety  ;  and  on  what 
footing  it  (lands  1  will  proceed  to  {how,  after  remark¬ 
ing,  that  the  perfons  to  whom  our  text  from  St,  Paul 
is  addreffed,  are,  by  him,  fuppofed  to  profefs  a  refpefl 
for  religion — <s  As  becometh  women  profeffing  God- 
hnefs  a  fuppofuion  we  are  willing  to  make  in  your 
favour,  my  beloved  hearers  ;  fo  far  I  mean,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  unnecelfary  to  inculcate  that  profefiion  from 
thofe  general  notions  of  truth  and  duty,  which,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  I  do  hope  you  readily  acknowledge. 
Inflead  of  this,  our  reafoning  and  exhortations  will 
.turn  chiefly  on  fuch  principles  and  faffs  as  relate  more 
immediately  to  your  fex,  fituation,  and  time  of  life, 
confidered  in  conjunction  with  the  character  and  man¬ 
ners  of  the  age. 

And  now  for  the  argument  already  fuggefted,  you 
will  be  morelenfible  of  its  force  by  attending  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  obfervafions  ;  that  the  firmnefs,  with  which  fo 
many  of  you  guard  your  virtue,  being  transferred  to 
the  praclice  of  Piety  at  large,  will,  by  God’s  afhft, 
ance,  contribute  to  render  it  eafy  and  delightful  ;  that 
the  confiderations  of  P-eligion  will,  in  their  turn,  fup- 
port  and  cheer  you  under  the  reftraints  of  confcience 
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and  decorum  ;  that  you  will  hence  derive  the  mighty 
fatisfaftion  of  the  divine  approbation  amidfi  the  cen¬ 
tres  of  the  uncharitable,  and  the  divine  proteftion 
againft  the  machinations  of  the  ungodly  ;  and,  in  the 
laft  place,  that  the  injuftice,  unkindnefs,  and  treache¬ 
ry  of  the  world,  fhould  engage  you  to  greater  prudence, 
purity,  and  devotion. 

As  to  the  fit  ft,  it  is  certain  that  the  praftice  of  real 
Piety  requires  no  fmall  refoluti-on  and  perfeverance. 
Is  it  not  likewife  certain,  that  in  what  concerns  their 
reputation,  many  young  women  poflefs  a  large  fliare 
of  thefe  ?  Let  them  but  apply  this  to  the  difcharge 
of  their  duty  as  Chriftians,  and  the  happiefi  eftefts 
will  enfue  ;  uniformity,  facility,  and  joy  in  religion. 
What  cannot  courage  and  conftancy  achieve  ?  In  the 
point  to  which  I  allude,  you  are  often  heroines.- — 
Your  life  is  a  feries  of  (elf-denial.  But  felf-denial, 
from  right  piinciples,  is  the  per  feftion  of  Chriftianity, 
Do  but  aft  on  thefe  principles  throughout,  and  you 
(hall  one  day  walk  with  your  Saviour  in  white  :  he 
will  confefs  vcur  names  as  worthy  before  his  Father, 
and  before  his  angels  :  you  fhali  follow  the  Lamb 
whitherfoever  he  goeth,  Tinging  to  your  golden  harps 
a  new  for.g,  expreflive  of  fignal  triumph  and  praife. 

It  has  been  faid  of  women,  and  I  believe  with 
truth,  that  they  are  remarkably  Heady  to  their  purpofe. 
Let  it  be  feen  that  you  are  fo  in  what  is  good.  And 
Ci  let  not  your  good  be  evil  fpoken  of,”  on  account  of 
any  thing  that  might  give  ground  to  fuf^eft  you  con- 
troul  your  paftions  in  one  way  only,  and  that  too  from 
no  higher  principle  than  the  fear  of  fhanie.  Bv  a  no¬ 
ble  command  of  yourfelves  in  other  points,  where  this 
confideraticn  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  operate  fo  ffrongly, 
make  it  appear  that  you  are  governed  by  religious  as 
well  as  prudential  motives. 

We  would  notleffen  the  influence  of  any  one  wife, 
or  ufeful  conhderation,  from  the  Title  of  this  world: 
but  we  wifti  your  minds  to  he  more  open  to  the  efficacy 
of  the  next.  So  far  as  mere  reputation  gees,  it  is  much 
the  fame  to  a  woman,  whether  the  regularity  of  her 

conduft 
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conduft  be  the  refult  of  pious  or  of  political  maxims. 
But  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  at  the  bar  of  confcience, 
how  vail;  the  difference !  In  that  day,  when  the  fecrets 
of  all  hearts  fnall  he  laid  open,  what  will  it  avail  you, 
if  the  decency  of  your  behaviour  fhould  be  found  to 
have  proceeded  from  no  nobler  fpnng  than  the  defire 
of  faving  appearances  ?  Who  can  exprefs  the  horror 
of  a  female  hypocrite  at  that  all* revealing  period,  when, 
ilript  of  every  ciifguife,  {he  fliall  be  pointed  out  to  the 
congregated  univerfe  as  an  infamous  creature,  whole 
foui  was  enflaved  to  fenfuality,  at  the  very  time  that 
(lie  affetfed  the  flridefl  virtue,  treated  indifcretiou  111 
others,  with  the  feverity  due  to  vice  alone,  had  no  al¬ 
lowances  to  make  for  human  frailty,  and,  with  fuper- 
cilious  difdain,  looked  down  on  many  of  her  fex  not 
half  fo  wicked  as  herfeif  ? 

Let  it  be  carefully  remembered,  that  as,  in  what  re¬ 
gards  outward  trials,  the  gofpei  is  literally  the  doffrine 
of  the  crofs  ;  fo,  with  refpeft  to  inward  conflicts,  it  is 
properly  the  difcipiine  of  the  paffions.  Here,  in  truth, 
the  religion  of  a  Chriflian  mult  begin  and  end.  What 
pity,  my  honoured  pupils,  if  you  who  have  that  amaz- 
ingpower  over  the  exterior  of  your  deportment,  if  you 
who  offer  to  a  fpatlefs  name  t hole  continual  facri-hc.es 
which  your  greatefl  enemies  cannot  deny,  fnould,  after 
ail,  lofe  the  reward  of  undiffembied  fanaity,  by  being 
excluded  from  that  vifion  of  God,  which  Jefus  has 
promifed  to  the  poor  in  heart!  What  pity,  in  the 
mean  while,  that  fuch  power  is  not  more  generally  al¬ 
lowed  to  exert  itfelfon  the  ample  theatre  of  a  life  truly 
virtuous  ;  and  that  fuch  facrifices  fhould  not,  by  the 
eonfolations  of  devotion  be  fweetened,  confecrated,  and 
turned  into  fo  many  lources  of  fublime  enjoyment  ! 

But  this  reminds  we  of  having  hkewife  faid,  that 
the  confiderations  of  Religion  will  conduce  mightily  to 
fupport  and  cheer  you  under  the  reftraints  of  fobriety 
and  decorum.  In  proportion  as  thofe  confiderations 
are  made  more  familiar,  will  thefe  rellraints  become 
lefs  painful,  till  at  length  they,  in  a  manner,  change 
their  nature,  and  feem  iike  filken  bands,  that,  even 
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^  m!e  they  confine  you,  are  as  eafy  as  they  are  orn^» 
mental. 

Between  all  other  phtlofophy  and  the  phiiofophy- 
of  Jelus,  one  glorious  dtfhnftion  is  this  :  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  not  only  difplays  a  higher  ftandard  af  moral  excel¬ 
lence,  but  alfo  communicates  fuperior  powers  of  Virtu¬ 
ous  action.  To  the  fainter  conclufion  of  Reafon  it  fu- 
peradds  the  bright  difcoveries  of  Faith.  The  future 
world,  with  the  great  tranfaclions  of  the  fupreme,ad- 
miniftration,  which  are  introductory  to  it,  are  there 
unveiled.  There  the  vanity,  and  withal  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  prefent  (late,  is  unfolded.  There  divine 
pardcn  and  eternal  life,  as  “  the  gift  of  God  through 
Jefus  Chrift,”  are  enfured  and  afcertained  to  obedient 
believers.  The  hiftory  of  the  Redeemer  is  there  ex¬ 
hibited  wian  all  the  beauty  of  fimplicity,  and  energy  of 
truth  :  a  hiftory,  my  dear  hearers,  equally  important 
to  all  that  read  it,  and  to  thofe  who  read  it  with  a  fe- 
rious  unprejudiced  difpofition,  unfpeakably  affefling  ; 
a  hiftory,  which  involves  the  mod  extenfrveand  laftin^ 
interefis  of  human  nature,  and  to  fuch  as  view  it  in 
that  l'ght,  carries  with  it,  beyond  all  other  writings, 
a  vital,  home-felt,  and  heart-awakening  influence.  The 
ingenuous  breaft,  inflamed  by  the  friendfhip,  and 
penetrated  by  the  Spirit  of  jefus,  burns  with  the  love 
of  virtue,  ar.d  heaves  with  the  hope  of  falvation.  Jefus 
is  the  pattern  of  virtue  ;  gratitude  is  one  of  its  wor¬ 
th  left  incentives.,  and  faith,  which  is  the  fundamental 
princip'e  of  the  whole  fyftem,  faith  in  the  mercy  and 
acceptance  of  the  Univerfal  Father,  through  the  me¬ 
diation  of  his  meritorious  Son,  by  whom  he  is  carrying 
on  a  fcheme  of  grace,  that  comprehends  all  fmcere  pen¬ 
itents  of  whatever  name  or  nation,  throughout  all  fuc- 
ceftive  ages — this  Faith,  I  fay,  imparts  to  feeble  and 
defponding  creatures,  a  ftrength  and  encouragement 
that  no  other  fyftem  could  ever  infpire. 

Nor  are  thefe  ideas  beyond  the  ordinary  reach  of 
female  underftanding.  They  depend  not  on  a  nice 
chain  of  reafoning,  nor  on  the  abftrufe  refearches  of 
fcience.  How  much  foever  they  may  have  been  dif- 
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guifed  by  the  dreams  of  the  fchools,  to  conceive  them  * 
as  they  are  fet  forth  in  fcripture,  mafculine  intellects 
are  by  no  means  neceffary.  Con  netted  with  Fatts  the 
molt  aftonifhing  to  the  imagination,  and  Sentiments 
the  moil  touching  to  the  heart,  they  feem  to  lie  par¬ 
ticularly  level  to  the  belt  charatters  among  your  lex. 

In  Ihort,  to  feel  their  tendency,  and  experience  their 
operation,  a  modefi,  fufceptible,  and  affettionate  mind 
is  chiefly  required. 

Permit  me  to  afk  you,  as  in  the  prefence  of  God, 
do  ye  in  good  earned,  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
the  catholic  church,  in  the  communion  of  faints,  in 
the  forgivnefs  of  fins,  in  the  refurrettion  of  the  body, 
in  the  life  everlafting,  in  Him  who  is  the  refurrettion 
and  the  life,  the  ali-fufficient  facnfice,  the  all-prevail¬ 
ing  advocate,  the  meek,  the  lowly,  and  the  loving  maf- 
ter,  as  weil  as  the  awful  and  impartial  judge?  Do  ye 
often,  by  devout  contemplation,  realize  thefe,  and  the 
other  wonderful  objetts  of  Chriltianity,  together  with 
the  grand  principles  of  natural  religion  ?  To  both,  do 
ye  frequently  join  the  heaven-moving  force  of  fervent 
prayer,  the  powerfully  combined  influences  of  public 
worflnp,  and  the  iweetly  iiipporting  communications 
of  holy  fnendflup  ?  Then  fay,  whether  you  can  ever 
be  at  alofs  for  motives  to  animate,  or  for  aids  to  fee- 

pad  your  endeavours  after  wifdorn  and  virtue  ?  Sure¬ 
ly  no. 

Wifdom  and  virtue  are  beautiful  forms,  and  for 
their  own  intrinfic  worth,  unqueflionably  entitled  to 
ail  poflibie  love  and  veneration.  But,  little  acquainted 
with  the  human  heart  are  they,  who  would  build  the 
inora.s  of  manKind  on  this  lingie  bads.  Decencv  ot 
character,  dignity  of  conduct,  the  honours  due  to  tem¬ 
perance,  integrity,  benevolence, magnanimity,  and  oth¬ 
er  qualities  of  that  order,  are  ideas  as  folid  as  they  are 
rehned,  and  which  ought  certainly  to  be  cheriflied  by 
ad  wno  are  capable  o i  comprehending  their  moment. 
To  offer  to  depreciate  them  is  vile,  and  not  more  re¬ 
pugnant  to  reai'on  than  to  icnpture,  where  the  beau¬ 
ties  or  hoiinefs  are  expreisiy  named,  and  \yhatfoever 


things  are  venerable,  lovely,  and  of  good  report,”  asra7 
as  mentioned  in  a  former  difcourfe,  recommended  in 
fo  many  words.  But  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  confid-* 
ering  the  pallior.s,  diforders,  and  debility  of  beings, 
fituated  as  we  are  ;  to  truft  the  caufe  of  righteoufnefe 
and  truth  to  the  foie  ftrength  of  fuch  arguments — what 
is  it,  but  hazarding  the  molt  valuable  mterefts  in  the 
world  on  a  bottom  utterly  unequal  to  fo  precious  a 
freight  ? 

A  few  fe  1  e 61  fpirits,  more  liberal  and  elevated  than 
ufual,  may,  in  their  progrefs  towards  perfeflion,  de¬ 
rive  fome  extraordinary  afhflances  from  thefe  fublimer 
ipeculations ;  at  leaf!  when  not  under  very  difficult  or 
delicate  circumllances  of  temptation.  But  what,  think 
ye,  would  become  even  of  them  ;  much  more,  what 
would  become  of  the  far  greater  part,  when,  immedi¬ 
ately  under  fuch  circumllances,  did  not  Religion  Itcp 
in  to  their  aid  with  her  more  forcible  and  finking 
fancHons,  founded  on  their  hopes  and  fears  for  futuri,- 
ty,  as  thefe  are  connecle-d  with  ,  a  fenfe  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty's  infpe6tion,  anu  a  faith  in  the  iliuflrious  faffs 
of  revelation?  How  little,  in  general,  were  the  phi- 
lofophers  of  antiquity  themfelves  influenced  by  the  fyf- 
tem  in  queftion,  with  whatever  pomp  they  profeffed, 
or  with  whatever  eloquence  they  difplayed  it!  Some 
of  them,  it  is  true,  were  men  of  great  virtues,  as  well  as 
great  conceptions ;  while  the  reil  were  linking  exam¬ 
ples,  how  much  eafier  it  is  to  talk  than  to  afcl  well, 
and,  that  to  reform  the  world  there  is  wanted  a  diviner 
power  than  reafon  alone. 

With  regard  to  the  cafe  now  before  us,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  thofe  young  perfons,  who  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  be,  in  a  great  meafure,  left  to  the  com¬ 
mon  notices  of  nature,  go  aRray  much  more  frequent¬ 
ly,  than  others  on  whom  the  principles  of  Piety  have 
been  early  and  judicioufly  imprelled. 

When  I  fay  judicioufly  impreifed,  1  mean  to  in- 
finuate,  that  many  hopeiefs  children  have  been  loft, 
through  the  imprudent  efforts  of  their  well-meaning, 
but  ill-informed  parents,  to  make  them  good  by  fevere 
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confinement  and  conllant  admonition.  Thofe  chil¬ 
dren  alone  will  be  truly  good,  and  are  likely  to  con¬ 
tinue  fo,  who  are  at  once  enamoured  of  their  duty, 
awed  by  their  Maker,  and  devoted  to  the  fecuring  of 
that  “  life  and  immortality  which  are  brought  to  light 
through  the  gol'pel.-” 

Here  I  cannot  help  recolleCling  a  mod  memorable 
inllance,  wherein  a  much  celebrated  youth  was  guarded 
againft  the  indulgence  of  appetite  by  the  power  of  re¬ 
ligion.  I  fpeak  of  joleph,  when  tempted  by  the  wife 
of  Potiphar.  Confider  the  complicated  fnare  that  was 
laid  for  his  innocence ;  probably  the  blandifhments  of 
beauty  ;  certainly  the  repealed,  prelfing,  and  paffionate 
folicitations  of  an  artful  woman,  of  his  miltrefs,  who$ 
if  Ihe  pleafed,  could  eafiiy  procure  his  farther  advance¬ 
ment  ;  the  opportunities  ot  privacy  ;  the  profpett  of 
clofe  concealment  ;  his  time  of  life  ;  his  plentiful  con¬ 
dition;  thofe  warm  affections,  that  flrong  fenfibility, 
which  the  iequel  of  his  dory  Ihowsjo  have  been  natur¬ 
al  to  him;  the  extreme  danger  mamfeftly  attending  his 
refufal  ;  1  mean  all  the  milchiefs  to  be  dreaded  from 
the  reientment  and  violence  of  a.  proud,  but  fond  fe¬ 
male,  refilled,  difappomted,  enraged,,  who  would  not 
fad,  however  failely,  to  repiefent  the  unbounded  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  generous  mailer  abufed  ;  and,  hnaily,  thofe 
mifchiefs  fading  at  one  blow  upon  a  dependant  and  a 
ffranger,  whole  profperity  in  that  family,  had,  no 
doubt,  rendered  him  the  objett  of  envy  to  fome,  and 
whofe  protellations  in  his  own  favour  would  never  be 
believed  by  others  to  the  diladyantage  of  a  woman  of 
her  rank  and  fortune.  Such  was  the  inare.  And  what 
was  it  that  enabled  our  amiable  hero  to  conquer  it  ? 
The  hiltory  will  inform  you,  “He  refufed,.and  laid 
unto  his  mailer’s  wife, .Behold,  mv. mailer  wotteth  not 
what  is  with  me  in  the  houle,  and  he  hath  committed 
all  that  he  hath  to  my  hand,.  There  is  none  greater 
in  this  houle  than  1  ;  neither  hath  he  kept  back  any¬ 
thing  from  me  but  thee,  becaufe  thou  art  his  wife  : 
how  then  can  I  do  this  great  wickednel's,  and  fin  againlt 
God  ?’;  Excellent  young  man  !  From  a  crime,  to 
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which  fo  many  allurements  concurred  to  incite  him,  he 
Harts  back  with  horror ;  fo  ftrongly  are  his  natural 
feelings  of  gratitude  and  probity,  feconded  by  a  reve¬ 
rence  for  the  Ommfcient  ;  “  How  then  can  I  do  this 
great  wickednefs,  and  fin  agaiuft  God  ?”—No,  my 
fillers,  there  is  not  in  the  world  fuch  a  prefervative  from 
vice  as  the  fear  of  God,,  Temptations,  by  which  hu¬ 
man  refolutions  alone  have  been  frequently  foiled,  are 
often  overcome  by  the  fame  refolutions,  when  enforced 
by  religious  faith, 

F rom  thefe  remarks  you  will  plainly  perceive,  that 
what  we  wifh  for  you  is  not  a  vitiory  over  your.paffi- 
°ns  hardly  gained,  and  at  the  expenfe  of  your  tran¬ 
quillity  ;  but  a  lacred  lelf-pollefhon  ;  a  certain  diviner 
controul  of  your  own  wills,  that  fhail  diftinguifh  you 
in  the  fight  of  him  who  “  defireth  truth  in  the  inward 
parts.”  A  fentiment  this,  that  feems  conformable  to 
the  bed  conceptions  of  nature  ;  fince  we  find  the  pow¬ 
er,  which,  accordiug  to  the  pagan  creed,  reprefented 
botn  wildom  and  fortitude,  was  fuppofed  to  be  of  your 
fex.  On  the  fame  principle  does  the  wifefl  of  men 
fpeak  fo  often  of  the  former  in  the  feminine  gender, 

1  hus,  at  leait,  did  ancient  genius  treat  the  women  with 
reipeft.  It  is  particularly  obiervable  that  of  republican 
liates,  where  that  genius  commonly  appeared  moll  em¬ 
inent,  the  fage  iegiflators  prefcribed  to  females  a  pecu¬ 
liar  gravity  and  iimplicity  of  manners  ;  fo  different 
were  their  ideas  of  what  was  becoming  from  thofe  of 
modern  times  ! 

But  I  added  farther  that,  from  the  fludy  of  inward 
purity,  as  well  as  outward  decorum,  even  that  purity 
which  the  gofpei  fo  firongiy  enforces,  you  will  reap  the 
mighty  fausfafction  of  the  Divine  Approbation  amidft 
the  cenfures  of  the  uncharitable,  and  the  Divine  Pro- 
teBion  agamft  the  machinations  of  the  ungodly.  Hard 
enough,  it  muff  be  owned,  is  the  caie  of  women,  as  to 
the  general  reflations  made  on  their  deportment.  If 
they  behave  withreierve,  they  are  pronounced  prudilh  ; 
if  with  tranknefs,  bold;  if  with  that  jufi  temperament, 

©f  both  which  is  the  proper  medium,  capricious  and  un¬ 
certain^ 
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certain.  What  fhall  they  do  ?  What  can  they  do,  but 
hold  the  middle  way,  with  that  attention  to  the  rules 
of  caution  on  one  fide,  and  of  affability  on  the  other, 
which  times,  places,  and  perfons  feera  to  require  ; 

committing  their  caufe  to  him  that  judgeth  riohreouf- 
ly,”  and  t-ruft  ing  for  their  fafety  to  him  that  never 
forfakes  the  virtuous  ? 

Such  a  refpeff  for  human  judgment,  as  avoids  giving 
occafion  of  cenfure,  is  undoubtedly  right  in  every  indi¬ 
vidual  of  fociety  ;  of  your  fex  efpeciaily,  whofe  repu¬ 
tation  is  of  fo  nice  a  contexture.  But  while,  for  this 
purpofe,  a  chriflian  woman  purfues,  as  nearly  as  fhe 
can,  the  path  of  prudence ;  what  internal  ferenity  does 
fhe  enjoy,  by  following,  at  the  fame  time,  the  dire&ion 
of  principle,  that  higheft  and  happieft  guide  of  life  l 
Xo  fay  the  trutn,  there  may  be  fituations,  wherein  the 
latter  appears  to  be  left  the  foie  guide,  fo  impoffible  is 
it  for  the  former  to  find  a  way  through  the  labyrinth. 
In  this  cafe  you  can  have  but  one  reafonabie  care  ; 
which  is,  to  do  what  confcience  charges  as  your  duty. 
In  every  cafe,  that  mult  be  your  principal  care.  In 
making  it  fo,  there  will  be  this  great  advantage,  among!! 
many  others,  that  you  will  every  day  grow  iefs  anxious 
about  any  thing  elfe.  1  he  eafe  of  mind,  the  gaiety  of 
heart  refulting  from  fuch  a  conduct,  are  not  to  be  ex- 
preffed. 

If  the  world  fhou Id  approve,  it  is  well.  The  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  befl  people,  at  leaff,  will  give  you 
real  pleafure  ;  and  the  belt  people  are  naturally  candid. 

If  the  world  fhould  condemn,  and  even  the  candid 
Few,  which  is  by  no  means  impoffible,  fhould  be  led 
by  mifreprefentation,  or  by  miltake,  to  join  in  the  fen- 
tence  ;  ftiil,  however,  you  will  have  the  comfort  of  not 
having  deferved  it.  And,  from  this  inferior  tribunal, 
you  will  alfo  have  the  felicity  of  appealing  to  that 
which  is  fupreme  and  infallible,  with  the  humble  affu- 
rance  of  being  juftified  there  through  the  powerful  in~ 
terpofition  of  an  advocate,  whom  no  paffion  or  mifap*. 
prehenfion  can  bias.  At  the  fame  time  too  you  will 
have  the  conlolation  to  hope,  that  fooner  or  later,  he 
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in  whom  you  truft  «  will  bring  forth  your  rightaouf- 
Sfc,\as  the  light,  and  your  judgment  as  the  noon  day." 

e  horn,  01  never,  I  think,  does  a  perfevermg  virtue 
fad  of  breaking  out  with  frefh  beauty,  and  augmented 
iuiire,  from  thole  ciouds  with  which  calumny  may  have 
ob  feu  red  it;  even  as  the  vernal  fun  bv  purfuin/his  ca- 
rc-r,  fiunes  forth  at  laft  with  a  kind  of  various  fpen- 
dour,  that  difpels  the  remaining  damps  of  winter,  de- 
hgnts  the  eye,  and  infpires  the  heart  of  every  behol- 


But  fuppofe  the  word,  that  the  erroneous  multitude 
diould  continue  to  load  you  with  an  unmemted  re- 

3  not  to  lay.  that  you  are  happy 

Still,  if  you  know  how  to  avail  yourfelves  of  the  {up- 
pons  0l  religion,  particularly. e  fen fe  of  the  Almighty's 
Approbation.  What  ought  to  di.fcou.rage  her  who  can 
triumph  m  this  and  like  wife  in  that  which  is  numedi- 

PrmeaiHH^6^  ^  ^  a^Jrance  Almighty  V 

Nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  that  your  fex  is 
on  every  account,  entitled  to  the  flielter  of  ours.  Your 
*°  lne*Sj  W€^Qefs,  timidity,  and  tender  reliance  on 
man  ;  your  hdplefs  condition  in  yourfelves,  and  his 
iu  peri  or  /trength  for  labour,  ability  for  defence,  and 
fortitude  m  trial  ;  your  tacit  acknowledgement  of  thefe. 
and  frequent  application  for  his  aid  in  fo  many  win- 
.mng  ways,  concur  to  forma  plea,  which  nothing  can 
difallow  or  with  (land  but  brutality.  Apnetite  indeed 
is  naturally  brutal:  untamedby  religion,  unchained  by 
reaton,  what  havock  does  it  not  commit  P  Nothin* 
can  be  more  wild  and  ferocious  than  lawlefs  defire. 

How  often,  alas,  does  it  disfigure  and  degrade  minds 
otherwiie  adorned  with  very  valuable  qualities  ?  Have 
vve  not  feen  men,  who,  in  a  fober  mood,  were  open  to 
the  tendered  Feeiings  of  humanity,  incapable  of  any 
Unng  unjuft  or  diftionourabie,  calm,  and  pliant  to  good 
advme  ;  who  yet,  in  the  rebellion  of  their  blood,  were 
as  ungovernable  and  fierce  as  any  beaft  of  the  foreft 
broke  through  ail  reftramt,  and  to  gratify  the  paftion 
taat  impelled  them,  rufhed  on  crimes  utterly  repugnant 
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to  the  bed  fentiments  of  their  own  hearts  ?  Need  I  tel! 
you  that  from  fuch  men  your  virtue  is  in  danger,  and 
by  fo  much  the  more  by  how  much  the  qualities  juft 
named  are,  when  allowed  to  operate,  particularly  en« 
gaging  ?  But  the  fa£l  is,  that,  being  inlaid  in  the  con- 
ftitution,  they  do  operate  frequently,  and  never,  per¬ 
haps,  more  than  immediately  after  thofe  unhappy  de¬ 
viations,  for  which  fomething  within  whifpers  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  making  every  poflible  atonement.  It  is  in 
this  way  that  thofe  good-natured,  but  unhappy  men 
keep  themfelves  and  one  another  in  countenance,  and 
often  deal  into  your  affeftion,  Yet  are  thefe  by  no 
means  the  worft  enemies  of  womankind. 

It  is  your  fmooth,  cool,  complimental  libertines, 
who  have  fteeled  their  breads  by  a  fydem,  whom  the 
boaded  principles,  or  rather  no-principles  of  infidelity, 
have  raifed  to  a  glorious  contempt  of  all  laws,  human 
and  divine,  delivered  from  the  vulgar  conceit  of  im¬ 
mortality,  and  enabled  to  conquer  the  little  weaknelfes 
of  nature,  with  the  ignoble  prejudices  of  education, 
which  happened  to  be  on  the  fide  of  judice,  honour, 
fympathy ; — it  is  fuch  men,  my  fair  ones,  fuch  fiagi- 
tious  and  obdurate  wretches,  whofe  wiles,  Ihould  you 
chance  to  be  thrown  in  their  way,  you  have  mod;  rea» 
fon  to  dread.  And,  believe  me,  they  abound  every 
where.  From  you,  indeed,  they  will  carefully  con¬ 
ceal  the  enormity  of  their  charafters,  and  the  blacknefs 
of  their  opinions ;  till  by  gaining  your  confidence  they 
can  infinuate  the  lad  with  advantage,  fo  as  to  take  oif 
your  apprehenfions  of  the  fird,  and  blunt  the  edge  of 

your  refolutions, 

• 

A  (enfe  of  piety,  the  love  of  virtue,  a  regard  to  re¬ 
putation,  the  fear  of  confequences,  every  principle  bor¬ 
rowed  from  this  world  and  the  next,  they  are  well  aware 
would  be  alarmed  and  excited,  were  they  to  difclofe 
their  defigns,  or  explain  their  ideas  at  once,  without 
preparation  or  preface,  — But  I  will  not  attempt  to  un¬ 
fold  the  mydery  of  iniquity,  in  which  they  wrap  them- 
feives,  and  work  unfufpefted,  Let  it  remain  involved 
in  its  native  darknefs  and  horror  ;  which  cannot  how¬ 


j 
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«ver  hide  it  from  the  eve  of  heaven,  whofe  hotteft  ven¬ 
geance  {hall  one  day  overtake  and  blail  it. 

\  our  fafety,  I  faid  before,  lies  in  retreat  and  vigi¬ 
lance,  in  fobriety  and  prudence,  in  virtuous  friend  (hip 
and  rational  converfation,  in  domeftic,  elegant,  and  in- 
telletlual  accomplifhments :  I  add  now,  in  the  Guard - 
ianfhip  of  Omnipotence,  as  that  which  mull  give  effi¬ 
cacy  to  all  the  reft  :  but  which  can  only  be  obtained  by 
fotnething  more  and  better  than  them  all,  I  mean,  True 
Religion.  What  reafon  have  you  to  hope  for  a  priv¬ 
ilege  fo  great,  if  you  do  not  afk  it  ?  What  caufe  could 
>  ou  have  to  complain  ;  if  your  righteous  Creator,  on 
whom  every  consideration  ought  to  teach  you  depen- 
dance,  were  to  leave  you  to  yourfelves  amidlt  thofe 
dangerous  attacks,  or  artful  fnares,  which  you  prefump- 
tuoufiy  imagine  you  could  refift  by  your  own  ftrength, 
or  elude  by  your  caution  ?  That  humility  which  docs 
not  deprefs,  as  Chriflian  humility  never  can,  is  the 
hefi  means  of  fecunty.  She  who  is  moff  fenfible  of 
her  hazard,  is  moll  likely  to  be  on  her  guard.  She 
who  perceives  her  own  imbecility,  will  be  glad  to  in¬ 
voke  a  higher  powder.  Nor  will  the  Parent  of  all  be 
deaf  to  one  of  his  reafonable  offspring,  who,  apprehen- 
five  of  the  difficulties  to  which  her  frame  and  fituation 
expofe  her,  heartily  implores  his  help. 

Vain,  very  often,  is  the  help  of  man,  even  when  af¬ 
forded  in  its  utmofl  extent.  What  then  mufl  be  the 
cafe,  when  it  is  not  only  not  afforded,  but  when  he 
who  ought  to  proteft  is  bent  to  deffroy  ?  To  whom 
fhall  young  creatures  of  your  fex,  little  lambs,  inno¬ 
cent,  gentle,  fearful,  undefended,  befet  by  ravenous 
lions,  or  44  by  wolves  in  flieeps  clothing  ;”—To  whom 
fhall  they  flee,  hut  to  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael  ?  And 
will  he,  think  ye,  rejeft  cr  abandon  them  ;  he  who  has 
promifed  to  4> gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  to 
carry  them  in  his  bofom  ;  5  he  who  has  always  fhown 
himfelf  more  efpecially  concerned  for  objefts  of  dif- 
trefs  and  defiitution,  the  fporr,  the  prifener,  the  flran- 
ger,  the  oppreffed,  the  widow,  and  fatherlefs,  and  fact 
as  have  none  to  help  them  ;  in  a  word,  he  whofe  prov¬ 
idence 
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idence  is  then  neareft,  and  whofe  afFiftance  is  then  read¬ 
ied,  when  his  creatures  are  moft  forfaken  by  others? 

To  obtain  the  divine  interpofition,  it  is  urged  by 
the  Pfalmift  as  a  prevaling  argument,  that  he  was  un¬ 
protected  and  defolate.  44  0  be  not  far  from  me  ;  for 
trouble  is  nigh  at  hand,  and  there  is  none  to  help  me* 
I  looked  on  my  right-hand,  and  beheld,  but  there  was 
no  man  that  w'ould  know  me  :  refuge  failed  me  ;  no 
man  cared  for  my  foul.  I  cried  unto  thee,  O  Lord  ; 
I  faid,  Thou  art  my  refuge.”  The  common  Father 
“hears  the  young  ravens  when  they  cry  unto  him,” 
and  are  early  left  by  their  hard-hearted  dams.  Are 
not  ye  better  than  many  ravens?  “  Can  a  woman  for¬ 
get  her  fucking  child,  that  fhe  fhould  not  have  compaf- 
fion  on  the  fon  of  her  womb?”  fays  God  by  the 
prophet,  ITe  (peaks  of  it  as  a  monffrous  thing,  and 
fcarce  credible  in  any.  Can  fhe  forget — She,  in  the 
lingular  Number.  T  he  anfwer  is  remarkable  :  44  Yea, 
they  may  forget” — They,  in  the  plural ;  con  felling  it 
-poiiible,  that  more  than  one  fuch  wretch  may  be  found 
amongft  the  dregs  of  nature,  44  Can  a  woman  forget 
her  lucking  child  ?  Yea,  They  may  forget,  yet  I  will 
not  forget  thee.”  Can  you  figure  any  thing  more 
tender  and  Toothing?  Can  you  hefitate  a  moment  to 
throw  yourielves  on  the  ever  aflmg  arms,  an  his  right- 
hand,  who  rides  on  the  heavens  for  your  help,  on  his 
excellency  in  the  Iky  ?”  Or  having  fo  done,  can  you 
harbour  a  doubt  or  your  fafety,  while  44  your  place  of 
defence  is  the  munition  of  rocks  ?” 

hut  to  proceed  to  our  lafi  argument  ;  let  the  injuf- 
tice,  unkind nefs,  and  treachery  of  the  world,  engage 
you  to  greater  Prudence,  Purity,  and  Devotion.  Any 
natural,  or  any  amiable  tie,  by  which  you  are  or  rna)  be 
hound,  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  feek  to  flacken. 


Moderate  alxeCtions  for  proper  objetts  you  are  allowed, 
you  are  caned  to. mdu  ge.  By  fuch  means  you  will 
fid  your  places  in  ieciety,or  be  in  the  way  to  fid  them; 
at  the  fame  time  that  you. will  enjoy  the  befi  thing  in 
human  Me,  the  friendly  feelings  of  the  heart.  But 
iba;  L  repeat  once  more,  what  has,  in  one  ill  ape  or 

Q  another. 
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another,  been  faid  fo  often,  that  whenever  thefe  are 
ill  directed,  or  carried  too  far,  they  are  fure  to  entangle 
in  guilt  and  difquietude  ?  Now  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
poflible,  the  wanderings  of  your  paflions,  the  Almighty 
makes  ufe  of  the  palTions  of  others.  To  bring  good  out 
of  evil  is  the  glory  of  his  government.  The  worthleff- 
nefs  of  thole  who  have  abuied  their  freedom,  he  per* 
mits  as  a  warning  to  you,  no  iefs  than  a  punilhment  to 
them. 

If  men  will  endeavour  to  defpoil  that  virtue  which 
they  Ihould  cherifh,  to  corrupt  thole  minds  which 
they  Ihould  improve,  in  a  word,  to  ruin  that  fex  whofe 
honour  and  welfare,  are  in  a  great  meafure,  entrulfed 
with  them  ;  fliould  not  luch  bafenefsfill  you  with  dif- 
dain  and  abhorrence  ?  Can  any  of  vou  be  io  mean,  fo 
lurpalFing  mean,  as  to  doat  on  t(ie  traitors  !  Even 
where  their  aim  is  not  dehruEfion,  where  merely  for 
ainufement  they  flatter  or  foothe,  Ihould  ye  fuffer  your- 
felves  to  be  leduced  into  fondnefs  P  How  foohlh  to  be 
taken  with  thofe  little  fuperhcial  attentions,  that  are  fo 
eafily  learnt  in  the  fchool  of  falhion,  and  fo  frequently 
prabfifed  to  hide  a  hollow,  or  dilguife  an  unfeeling 
foul  ! 

Are  ye  ignorant  of  its  being  an  eflabltlhed  fyflem 
among  men  of  gaiety  and  pleaiure,  that  your  fex  have 
no  principles ;  that  you  are  deligned  only  to  ferve 
their  purpofes  ;  and  that,  when  you  refule  to  do  fo,  it 
is  mere  pride  or  grofs  diflimulation  ?  Can  ye  think  of 
th  is,  and  not  be  offended  ?  Will. ye  continue  to  prefer 
fuch  characters  to  the  fober,  fedate,  and  fentimemal  ? 

You  often  behold  the  wrecks  of  beauty  that  has  been 
blaflea,  and  of  innocence  that  has  been  betrayed. 
Providence  allows  thofe  rmferabie  beings  to  carry  their 
allroniery  fo  far  as  to  appear  without  fliame  in  every 
public  place,  the  monuments  of  male  falfehood  as  well 
as  female  infatuation  ;  and  can  ye  fail  of  being  irn- 
prefled  with  falutary  terror  ? 

Can  ye  relirain  the  fpirit  of  indignant  virtue  from 
darting  out  on  thole  men,  that,  in  your  company,  dare 
to  ipeak  a  language  unlit  for  you  to  hear  ?  Should  not 
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vour  eyes  at  lead  make  them  fenfible  of  the  affront  of¬ 
fered  to  your  ears  ?  And  if  they  are  hardened  cnoug 
not  to  be  afhamed,  does  it  not  become  you  ever  after 
to  fliun  their  fight,  as  you  would  fliun  a  bear  or  fatyr  t 
I  am  fure  you  will  think  fo,  if  you  eonfult  either  the 
dignity  of  your  fex,  or  the  purity  of  your  minds. 

Love^gra-itffed  on  efteem,  or  fed  by  it,  is  a  juR  and 
noble  principle.  But  how  has  it  been  difgraeed  by 
worthlefs  pretenders  !  Join,  my  RRers,  with  all  your 
power  to  vindicate  its  honours.  Let  the  fancttty  or 
your  conduct  ferve,  as  much  as  pofhble,  to  recal  the 
paRion  from  empty  form,  and  criminal  indulgence, 
from  the  blind  admiration  of  an  outfide,  and  the  lhort- 
lived  gratification  of  youthful  defire,  to  a  genuine, 
holy,  and  enlightened  affecHon :  fuch  as,  fpringing 
chiefly  from  a  fy  mpathy  of  honefl  and  generous  hearts, 
fhail  flourifh  when  fancy,  youth,  and  beauty,  are  no 

more.  ‘  _ 

If  women  will  marry  men  of  bad  morals  ;  if  from 
whatever  motive  they  will  nianifeflly  endanger  their 
own  falvation,  by  forming  fo  intimate  a  connexion 
with  thofe  who  betray  a  total  negleft  of  theirs ;  what 
can  we  (ay,  either  for  religion  or  the  fex,  that  will  make 
any  impreflion  on  thofe  who  are  prejudiced  againfl 
both  ?  What  can  Che  plead  that  accepts,  without  fcru* 
pie, the  hand  of  a  man,  who  is  feldom  or  ever  feen  in  a 
place  of  worihip,  and  whofe  companions  are  known  to 
be  profane  or  licentious  ?  Is  this  to  a£l,  in  the  greatefl 
concern  of  life,  like  a  perfon  of  principle  ? 

It  is  a  common  complaint,  nor  can  the  faff  be  de¬ 
nied,  that  moil  of  our  young  gentlemen  now  a  days 
entirely  disregard  religious  inflitutions.  But  how  can 
it  be  expected  they  fhould  do  otherwise,  fo  long  as 
they  find  themfelves,  \  n  general,  no  way  the  lefs  accept, 
able  to  the  ladies,  for  fuch  fafhionable  impiety  ?  What 
a  fcandal  in  4;  women  profe fling  godlinefsd” 

AmidR  fo  much  diforder,  and  fo  many  fnares  on  all 
hands,  what  can  be  fo  wife  for  you,  my  Chriflian 
friends,  as  to  take  refuge  more  and  more,  in  the  fane- 

tuary  of  devotion  — Let  us  not  dtflemble  the  truth. 

The 
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The  greater  part  of  either  fex  ftudy  to  prey  on  one 
another.  I  he  world,  m  too  many  inftances.  is  a  thea¬ 
tre  of  war  between  men  and  women.  Every  ftrata^em 

'At’  r.  CV^V,  advantaSe  taken,  on  the  fide  of  both. 
Vn  the  *lde  of  the  former,  ftrength  and  daring  arc 
joined  to  art  and  ambition,  in  which  the  latter  abound. 

;°  makea  truce  tJley  often  meet.  Even  preliminaries 
cwigs  a  peace  are  often  propofed.  Individuals  pafs 
over  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  and  are  reconciled. 

ut  what  (hall  we  fay  of  the  contending  powers  at 
iarge  ?  Methinks  they  referable  this  and  a  neighbour- 
ing  kingdom,  between  which  a  general  truce  is  always 
iliort,  and  a  national  peace  never  fecure. 

Eo  many  y  oung  women  the  preacher  will  feem  as  one 
that  mocks.  1  he  men  they  conlider  as  their  bed  friends  ; 
and  a  lading  union  is  what  they  long  for  as  the  height 
o  appincfs.  An  union,  by  fome  means  or  other, 
will  probably  take  place.  And  if  it  dial!,  to  know 
that  it  proved  lading,  entire,  and  happy,  as  happy  as 
the  prefent  date  permits,  would,  you  may  be  well  af- 
lured,  give  the  preacher  pleafure.  But  if  from  this, 
or  any  imaginable  connexion  upon  earth,  you  hope  for 
complete  felicity  ;  your  hopes  will  be  vain.  Imper¬ 
fect  yourlelves,  you  have  no  right  to  expeft  perfection 
:*rom£ITlen<  the  mod  agreeable  attachments,  you 
lyili  find  a  mixture.  The  bed  cbara&ers  will  fome- 
times  fay,  or  do,  that  which  (hall  occafion  pain  ;  daily 
intercourfe  will  dull  the  rehlh  of  delight  ;  and  difagree- 
abie  accidents,  but  efpeciaily  fevere  didrefs,  will  not 
improve  the  tafte  foF  it.  Devotion,,  dearly  beloved, 
Devotion  will  ever  be  your  fured  and  fweeced  refource! 
‘‘Acquaint  yourfelves  therefore  now  with  God,  and 
be  at  peace.” 

n  Vf-n  n.OW)  ^  doubt  not,  fome  of  you  perceive  that 
all  befide  is  uncertain  and  unfatisfa&ory.  Your  fath¬ 
er  and  mother  have  forfaken  you  by  death  ;  or,  which 
is  far  worle,  by  unnatural  cruelty,  or  horrible  felfilh- 
nefs.  You  have  not,  perhaps,  in  the  world,  a  friend 
to  fupply  their  place ;  Or  if  you  have,  you  cannot  but 
know  that  human  friendfhips  are  often  fallacious,  and, 

like 
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like  other  human  comforts,  always  precarious*  Every 
thing  in  nature  is  fubjefi  to  vicifhtude  ;  and  nothing 
more  ufual  than  for  men  to  adopt  a  different  deport¬ 
ment  as  their  circumftances  or  interefls,  thetr  opinions 
or  humours  vary.  There  is  but  one  immutable  friend, 
*ca  friend  that  Kicks  clofer  than  a  brother,  a  lover, 
or  a  parent,  He  i£  the^fame  yefterday,  and  to-day, 
and  for  ever*  He  will  never  leave  you  :  he  will  nev¬ 
er  forfake  you.”  He  has  engaged  himfelf  by  his 
promife }  and,  he  is  not  man  that  he  flioulu  lie, 
nor  the  fon  of  man  that  he  fhould  repent.’ 

I  have  often  thought  that,  in  fome  refpefts,  there  is 
not  any  creature  fo  forlorn  or  expofed,  as  a  young  wo¬ 
man,  beautiful,  unexperienced,  lingle,  almoft  wholly 
friendlefs,  bred  to  affluence,  left  in  dependance,  per- 
,  haps  in  indigence,  of  which  fome  wretch,  curil  with 
wealth,  is  willing  to  avail  himfelf  for  the  vileli  ends. 
While  I  paint  fuch  a  fituation,  who  does  not  fee  the 
need  of  Piety  ?  What  remains  for  this  pretty  fufferer, 
but  to  hold  fall  her  innocence  at  all  adventures,  and 
look  up  to  him,  with  whom  the  fatherleis  find  mer¬ 
cy” - 4  Proteft  me,  O  my  heavenly  father,  my  only 

fare  and  never  failing  friend  ;  protect  thv  poor,  depen¬ 
dant,  heiplefs  creature.  From  this  wildernefs  of  life  I 
lift  up  my  eyes  to  thee  ;  to  thy  ihrone  of  pity  I  firetch 
out  my  arms  for  fuccour,  Behold,  I  am  needy,  and. 
feeble,  and  full  of  affli&ion.  I  tread  among  Inares ;  I 
tremble  for  fear.  But  Thou  art  merciful*  Save 
me,  O  Lord,  molt  mighty  ;  lave  me  from  evil  men, 
from  vain  companions,  from  folly,  from  myfelf.  My 
wants  fupply,  molt  gracious  :  my  weaknefs  (Length¬ 
en  i  forever  cuard  the  virtue  by  thee  implanted.  T  nou 
art  the  guide  o(  my  youth  ,  lead  me  m  a  piain  path, 
becaule  of  my  enemies*  Let  none  have  power  to  hint 
me  :  may  fome  have  the  goodnels  to  fupport  my  lie ps . 
Send  down  w ikiom  from  tny  holy  heavens,  that  hie 
may  labour  with  me  continually,  and  (weeny  couefcl 
me  m  ail  my  doings.  In  thee,  O  Goa,  m  i  hee  atone 
have  I  put  my  trail :  let  me  never  be  confounded.  Be 
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my  God  for  ever  and  ever,  and  my  guide  even  unto 

death.  1  alk  it  for  the  fake  of  my  Divine  Redeemer. 
Amen/ 
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On  Female  Piety. 


i  Timothy,  ii.  10* 

— Which  becometh  zoomen  profejfmg  Godlinefs * 
Proverbs  xxxi.  30. 

Favour  is  deceitful ,  awd  M  •’  but  a  zoom 

man  that  feareth  the  Lord ,  She  fiall  be  pr  aifed* 

Devotion,  my  Beloved  hearers,  is  a  bufinefs 

of  too  much  importance  and  dignity  to  be  yet  difmif- 
fed  from  our  meditation.  What  has  been  already 
offered  on  this  head,  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  that  which 
I  would  recommed  to  your  attention.  From  a  for¬ 
mer  hint  von  will  readily  conceive,  that  to  prefent 
you  here  with  a  regular  fyftem  of  piety  is  not  my  de- 
fign.  Such  an  attempt  were  fuperfluous.  Of  the 
Spiritual  kind  there  are  books  innumerable,  in  which 
you  will  meet  with  ail  that  can  be  laid  on  the  fubjeft 
in  general.  The  Inducements  to  Religion,  which  are 
more  immediately  derived  from  your  fex  and  fituation, 
together  with  thofe  Exercifes  and  thofe  Effe£ls  of  it, 
that  concern  you  more  particularly,  are  the  points  to 
which  my  plan  properly  coniines  me. 

1  will  begin  this  difcourfeby  removing  a  bar,  which 
has  been  thrown  in  our  way  by  fuch  as  have  appeared 
fond  of  every  opportunity  to  depreciate  the  better 
half  of  the  human  fpecies.  The  devotion  of  women 
has  been  conlidered  as  nothing  more  than  the  palhon 
of  love  directed  to  a  divine  object,  when  in  reality 
they  longed  for  an  inferior  one,  or  happened  to  be 
difappointed  in  their  wiffies  :  an  opinion  which  has 
given  occafion  to  fome  wit,  and  more  ridicule, 

It 
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It  feerns  to  have  proceeded  chiefly  from  two  caufes  • 
the  amorous  ftyie  which  has,  by  too  many  female 
pens,  been  adopted  into  devotional  writings  ;  and  the 
multitudes  of  young  women  who,  denied  originally 
the  opportunity  of  indulging  their  natural  inclinations, 
or  afterwards  eroded  in  the  purfuit  of  them,  have 
hung  themfelves  headlong  into  the  gloomy  retreats  of 
amiftaken  piety,  where  they  have  been  taught  to  of¬ 
fer  at  a  heavenly  flirine  thofe  fires  which  were  not  fuf- 
fered  to  burn  freely  elfewhere. 

But  now  on  the  former  circumftance  I  would  ob- 
ierve,  that  the  language  of  love  has  not,  fo  far  as 
I  know,  been  admitted  into  books  of  devotion  by  fe¬ 
male,  more  frequently  than  by  male  authors  ;  and  that, 
in  this  pra&ice,  both  have  probably- thought  themfelves 
warranted  by  the  example  of  Solomon  in  his  well- 
known  Song  :  a  compolition,  of  which  I  mull  needs 
fay,  that  how  naturally  foever  it  came  from  a  monarch 
of  his  charafter,  in  thole  earlier  days  of  ealtern 
imagination  and  eallern  ardour,  it  Ihould  by  no  means 
be  made  a  model  for  Chrillian  writers.  In  the  New 
Tellament,  although  produced  from  the  fame  region, 
we  find  very  little  of  this  fort,  and  that  little  in  the 
challelt  and  pureft  llrain  :  at  the  fame  time,  that  there 
we  are  exprefsly  required  and  taught  “  to  worlhip 
God,  who  is  a  fpirit,  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.”  But 
when  we  difapprove  of  the  pra&ice  as  indifereet,  mull 
we  condemn  it  too  as  fenfual  ;  or  becaufe  in  fome,  it 
niay  have  been  the  ebulition  of  a  lafeivious  fancy, 
fhall  we  pronounce  it  to  be  fo  in  all  ?  Certain  it  is, 
that  among  fucri  as  have  ufed  it,  there  have  been  not 
a  few  eminently  dilhnguilhed  by  the  purity  of  their 
manners. 

In  the  cafe  of  thofe  numerous  votaries  to  the  church 
of  Rome,  who,  by  violence  or  craft,  defpondence  or 
fuperliition,  are  immured  in  convents  ;  what  can  be 
more  natural,  more  reafonable,  or,  in  truth,  more  ne- 
ceffary,  than  that,  being  deprived  of  the  plealures  of 
this  world,  they  Ihould  alk  confolation  from  the  next  ? 
Or,  if  finding  it  impolfibie  to  cultivate  one  of  the 
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ftrongeft  propenfities  of  the  human  heart,  by  that  kind 
of  commerce  which  Nature  intended,  can  they  be 
juftly  biamed  for  turning  to  an  objecl,  whofe  infinite 
excellence  fhall  furnifh  endlefs  fcope  for  the  belt  fen* 
timents,  and  nobleft  affedions  of  the  foul,  thofe  that 
are  immediately  connected  with  piety  ?  W ill  not  the 
fame  way  of  reaioning  be  applicable  to  women  living 
in  the  world  ?  I  apprehend,  it  wilt. 

But,  in  reality,  the  opinion  we  now  examine  would 
refled  no  difhonour  on  feminine  devotion,  did  not  thofe 
who  entertain  it  proceed  upon  a  low  idea  of  the 
paflion  referred  to.  Whatever  hold  that  paffion,  for 
purpofes  apparently  wife,  may  take,  at  firft,  of  the  an* 
imal  part  of  our  frame,  they  are  utter  Grangers  to  its 
genuine  character,  who  do  not  know  that  it  is  capable 
of  rifing  to  the  utmoft  refinement.  By  pleading  the 
caufe  of  Virtuous  Loye,  I  fhall  be  able  to  prove  its 
connexion  with  that  which  is  Divine,  to  be  founded  ii> 
nature  ;  I  mean  in  cultivated  nature,  where  a  fenfe  of 
the  Divinity  obtains.  As  virtuous  love  operates  ort 
both  the  fexes  pretty  nearly  alike,  what  I  am  going  to 
obferve  of  its  effeds  on  the  men,  may,  I  believe,  be 
juflly  applied  to  the  impreftions  produced  by  it  on  the 
women. 

A  man  fees,  in  fome  public  place,  a  great  number 
of  young  perfons  to  whom  he  never  fpoke.  He  fur* 

'  veys  them  all.  He  is  ftruck  with  one  who  is  really 
lefs  beautiful  than  feveral  others  prefent,  and  who  is 
fo  even  in  his  eyes:  in  her  favour  he  decides  at  once. 
It  is  a  common  cafe  ;  how  fhall  we  account  for  it  ? 
I  conceive,  thus  :  Every  countenance  expreffes,  or  is 
thought  to  exprefs,  a  charader  peculiar  to  itfelf;  and 
that  which  correfponds  mo  ft  with  our  particular  tafte* 
in  the  way  of  temper,  behaviour,  underflanding,  we 
neceffarily  and  fpontaneoufly  prefer.  By  this  charac¬ 
ter  therefore,  whether  real  or  imaginary,  we  are  deter¬ 
mined.  As  was  hinted  in  a  former  difcourfe,  it  is  the 
foul  we  feek.  With  mind  only  can  mind  unite.  That 
which  is  prefented  to  our  eyes  attrads  us  merely  as  an 
image  of  that  which  they  cannot  perceive*  Our  fenfes 
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may  be  {aid  to  tie  the  knot ;  but,  flridly  fpeakin?  the 
W  is  formed  in  the  foul.  Ou’r  fenfes  a^e  protrly 

Am  Iain  f  h  affefli0n,-’  but  tha‘  affeafon  they 

nJ  /rb0rdlnat,°Ln'  is  fupreme.  ItspoweV 

fenfc  tn  th’e8^’  t  latwere  ‘^gratification  of  the 
tenles,  in  the  patfion  we  are  now  confidering,  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  mterefl  of  our  nobler  par,,  of  with  this 
exalted  femiment  which  conftitutes  i(PS  joy,.thev  would 

fnintCof  r  rth0Utnhcfitati0n-  !  To  ™uou*  love  the 
lode  lfacrifr  IS  e^n,lal-  What  hazards,  hardfhips, 
.  ’  w  ,nS’  |har  "0t  <hl®  8enerous  attachment  encoun- 
„v.  pleafure,  ana  even  with  ecllacv  ;  happy  in 
manilefung  Its  zeal  by  the  moll  arduous  proefs  !  To 

mention  but  one  mflance  amonglt  ten  thoufand,  and 

that  recorded  in  Holy  Writ ;  we  arc  told  that  «  Jacob 
m  hiib,7nrarjf0r,Rachel>  and  ,i,at  ‘hey  feemed 

iajioW.->dayS’  Why?  “F°r  l°ve  be 

,n  B,Ut  -?,ow  fuppele  the  man  we  have  juft  imagined, 
to  cheriih  with  fondnefs,  the  fudden  impreJfion  made 

i"J  b>'  a,certa‘n  appearance  ;  to  oe  introduced 
to  the  lady  and  to  admire  her  more  and  more  for  chofe 
interna^  qualities,  which,  from  that  appearance,  he  pre¬ 
fumes  her  to  poflefs.  With  her  looks  tco  he  is  every 
day  more  deeply  fmittcn,  but  11,11  as  they  are  the  fan. 
cied  p, dure  of  her  mind.  This  ideal  form  follows 
im  every  where,  Bufinefs,  company,  amufement,  he 
could  uot  endure  but  lor  the  thoughts  of  her,  which 
are  for  ever  intermingling.  Her  converfation,  her 
lmiles,  her  approbation,  even  the  flighted  marks  of  her 
regard,  are  to  him  happinefs  unequalled,  and  fuch-as 
can  only  be  excelled  by  the  entire  polfeffion  the  en¬ 
dearing  cbjed.  He  purfues,  he  obtains  it.  And  no*y 
Ji'ppole  him  to  difcover,  that  the  charader  he  ufed  to 
contemplate  with  tranfport  was  merely  imaginary  ;  that 
*he  is  abfolutely  deditute  of  the  d.fpofitions,  the  fenti. 
ments,  in  one  word,  the  foul  which  he  has  fondly 
figured— Need  1  fpeak  the  reft  ?  Ah,  what  difap- 

pointmem  and  mifery  !  Where  now  is  his  love  ? _ 

Vhere  the  facfed,  fervent,  elevated  paffion,  he  fo 

lately 


lately  fofiered  as  the  felicity  of  his  life  !  Intelle&ual 
md  moral  beauty  he  chiefly  fought.  He  finds  it  not  : 

;  nd  becaufe  he  does  not  find  it,  what  happens  ?  His 
\  'ry  fenfes,  though  remaining  conflitutionally  the 
ft  ne,  revolt,  are  difgufied,  and  chilled.  The  en- 
cl  iniing  face  enchants  no  more  :  and  why  ?  Becaufe 
it  no  longer  refleffs  the  image  that  inflamed  his  bread, 
/  fool  or  a  tyrant  ftarts  up  there,  where  fenfe  and 
jfrnefs  feemed  to  refide. 

But  now  let  us  reverfethis  unhappy  part  of  the  fcen£t 
and  fuppofe  that  (he  lady’s  real  chara&er  anfwers  to 
her  appearance  ;  that,  inffead  of  lofing,  (he  gains  by  a 
more  intimate  acquaintance;  in  fhort,  that  certain  hid* 
den  graces,  which  no  feature,  form,  or  air  could  fully 
exprels,  diiplay  themfeives  as  circumflances  rife  to  call 
them  forth  ;  what  will  be  the confequence  ?  T  hat  the 
youthful  ardour  of  our  lover  will  increafe  ?  No,  but  a 
better  ardour  will  ;  that  of  rational  effeem,  fentimen* 
tal  complacence,  and  felf  congratulation.  The  other, 
as  he  advances  in  life,  will  gradually  abate,  and  at  length 
vanifh.  What  then  ?  Will  his  tendernefs  vanifli,  or 
his  affe&ion  abate  ?  By  no  means.  We  have  feen 
that  from  the  beginning  it  was  the  love  of  her  mind 
principally.  It  is  fo  now  more  than  ever.  It  has 
lefs  emotion  ;  it  has  more  folidity  :  it  is  lefs  earthly  ; 
it  is  more  divine.  It  is  love  mellowed  into  friend- 
{hip.  What  {hall  I  fay  ?  It  is  the  firieft  feeling  of 
the  human  heart.  And  the  attraction  grows,  partly 
by  habit,  partly  by  the  increafe  of  thofe  qualities  that 
caufed  it  on  her  fide,  and  partly  by  the  improvement 
of  good  difpofuions  on  his.  The  tumultuous  and  irre¬ 
gular  plcafures  to  which,  perhaps,  before  he  knew  her, 
he  was  addicted,  have  now  loll  their  relifh.  The 
calm,  yet  interelling  joys,  he  taftes  in  her  fociety,  oc¬ 
cupy  all  his  leifure.  from  every  engagement,  whe¬ 
ther  of  the  bufy  or  idle  kind,  he  returns  to  her  with 
new  delight,  glad  to  fhake  off  the  interrupting  world, 
and  impatient  when  it  compels  him  to  any  long  ab- 
fence.  By  the  lovely  fyinpathy  of  her  gentle  bofom, 
his  cares  are  Toothed,  hi s  labours  foftened,  and  his  Iof¬ 
fes 


i88 


SERMONS  TO 


fes  rendered  eafy.  Is  he  fuccefsful  ?  His  fuccefs  is 
triumph,  from  this  thought,  4  I  {hall  be  able  to  make 
her  more  happy  whom  my  foul  loveth.’  Is  {he  in 
pain  or  ficknefs  ?  Does  her  health  decline  ?  Will  this 
man  look  on  unconcerned  ?  Ah  !  no;  he  will  hang 
over  her  bed  of  diftrefs  with  augmented  fond'nefs,  with 
an  auguiOi  more  charming  than  all  the  luxury  of  fenfu- 
al  indulgence.'  Is  her  bloom  withered?  Are  the  al¬ 
lurements  of  youth  gone  ?  Wid  he  grow  indifferent  ? 

no!  in  his  eye  {he  is  handfome  If  ill.  In  a  1  {he 
fays,  and  does,  and  looks,  he  {fill  beholds,  and  {ltd  ad¬ 
mires,  the  unfaded  and  unfading  beauties  of  her  foul. 

If  any  profane  or  infenfible  wretch,  prone  64  to 
fpeak  evil  of  the  things  which  he  knows  not,”  and 
which  he  cannot  know,  fhould  affefd  to  treat  this  re- 
prefentation  with  ridicule,  as  vifionary  and  unnatural, 
i  can  only  pityiiim.  You  who  are  difpofed  to  be 
ingenuous  and  car  did,  may  red  affured  that  it  is  taken 
from  life.  T  hole  whom  it  reiembies  will  own  it  true, 
while  they  find  it  impertefr.  But  imperfect  as  it  is,  it 
will,  if  I  m  flake  not,  be  fhfficient  to  prove  the  point 
for  which  I  have  produced  it, 

Ablfrafi,  my  fillers,  from  that  regard  to  perfon, 
which,  in  thepnrefi  paffion  between  the  iexes.we  have 
Acknowledged  to  he  an  original  ingredient,  but  winch 
we  have  found  to  be  only  an  inferior  ingredient,  and 
one  whole  operation  is  foon  diminifhed  ;  abilraft  fiom 
this,  and  what  is  there  in  all  the  refi,  that  may  not  be 
traced  to  the  love  of  excellence?  But  what  eife,  I 
would  gladly  know,  is  the  leading  idea  in  the  love  of 
God  ?  Between  the  Firff  of  Beings,  and  the  moil  ac¬ 
complished  of  his  creatures,  the  diiiance  is  indeed  infi¬ 
nite.  1  he  faireff  virtues  we  fee  around  us  are  at  belt 
but  faint  emanatrons  from  him  who  is  44  the  per  fee  non 
of  beauty.”  But  from  thefe,  and  from  the  adnnraoon 
they  inlpire,  it  is,  that  we  are  led  up  to  him,  as  by  fo 
many  p  leafing,  though  icattered,. breams  to  their  roun- 
tain. 

And  now  fuppofe  that  a  young  woman,  pcflhffed 
with  the  belief  of  this  highcit  excellence,  is  cUiappoini:- 
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<&1  in  her  profpe&s  of  an  agreeable  union  with  one  of 
our  fex  :  {lie  turns  her  thoughts  to  heaven.  She  con¬ 
templates  truth  and  reflitude,  wifdom  and  goodnefs, 
power,  mercy,  and  faithfulnefs,  in  their  lource.  She 
conhders  them  as  all  working  together  for  her  good  ; 
(he  fees  them  Alining  through  the  cloud  of  difappoint- 
ment.  From  this  cloud  {he  hears,  as  it  were,  her  Mak¬ 
er  thus  addrefling  her:  £  My  daughter,  give  me  thy 
heart*  Thy  fupreme  affe&ion  none  upon  earth  cart 
deferve.  Human  attainments  are  all  defective  ;  hu¬ 
man  regards  are  often  inflncere.  Put  not  your  trufl- 
in  the  fon  of  man  :  he  may  deceive,  or  he  may  change, 
or  he  may  not  be  able  to  protefl  you.  But  of  this 
kind  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from  your  Creator. 
Throw  thyfelf,  my  child,  on  my  friendfhip.’ — She  is 
not  difobedient  to  the  heavenly  call.  She  proflrates 
herfelf  in  the  prefence  of  the  Moft  High.  To  him 
{he  devotes  that  heart  which  he  formed  ;  to  him  (he 
pours  it  out  with  freedom.  She  adores  the  perfec¬ 
tions  of  his  nature  ;  the  frailties  of  her  own,  with  all 
the  failings  of  her  life  pafl,  fhe  penitently  confeffes  ; 
her  tears  flow.  Her  mind  is  relieved  ;  confolation 
pervades  her  foul  :  out  of  weaknefs  {he  waxes  flrong. 
Virtue  never  appeared  to  be  half  fo  fair;  Religion 
rifes  before  her  in  full  majelly  ;  everlafting  objefls 
open  to  her  view  ;  folitude  and  filence  begin  to 
charm.  Converfe  with  her  God,  with  her  Saviour, 
with  her  Bible,  with  Herfelf,  yields  a  pleafure  hither¬ 
to  unknown.  In  the  mid  ft  of  fociety  fhe  longs  for  its 
return  ;  from  the  diflipation  of  amufements  {he  retreats 
with  joy  ;  leif-denial  for  the  fake  of  God,  and  good- 
nefs,  lofes  its  name  ;  her  duty  is  her  delight  '•  the 
fpirit  of  facrifice  is  felt  in  ail  its  noblenefs>  She  is 
great,  and  {he  is  happy. — Say,  yefons  of  raillery  ;  ye 
Iccffers  at  female  devotion,  declare  ;  what  is  there  in 
all  this,  unnatural,  irrational,  or  in  any  refpeft  unfuit- 
able  to  the  bell  conceptions  of  the  human  mind  ? 

From  what  I  have  Pud  let  none  imagine,  that  I 
mean  to  infinuate  fema’e  devotion  may  not  be  found 
in  married  as  well  as  Angie  life  :  or  that  a  woman  will 
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not  have  recourfe  to  piety,  unlefs  file  be  driven  to  it 
by  difappointed  love.  This,  like  every  other  difirefs, 
and  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other,  will  prompt  a 
young  perfon  of  reflexion  to  turn  to  the  Almighty. — 

ut  of  worth  or  ingenuity  thofe  furely  have  no  true 
feeling,  who  think  that  the  chara&er  of  the  Supreme 
cannot,  from  a  heart  well  difpofed,  command  an  af- 
feftionate  veneration  in  any  conditioner  under  any 
circumftance  whatfoever. 

That  in  female  nature  there  are  certain  Qualities, 
which  feem  peculiarly  calculated,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  to  diipofe  it  for  the  reception  and  culture  of  this 
divine  principle,  I  will  proceed,  in  the  next  place,  to 
demonltrate. 

1  hat  your  fex  are,  in  a  particular  degree,  fufcepti* 
ble  of  all  the  tender  affefiions,  will,  I  prefume,  be  al¬ 
lowed  by  mod,  rIheir  propenfity  to  thofe,  with 
which  the  pafiion  of  love  is  more  immediately  com¬ 
plicated,  has  been  charged  upon  them,  by  many,  as 
matter  of  reproach.  What  to  me  appears  in  general 
to  do  them  honour,  is  the  warmth  of  their  attachments, 
and  their  aptitude  to  be  affefted  with  whatever  has  a 
tendency  to  touch  the  heart.  But  I  have  always 
thought  that  the  fpirit  of  devotion  depends  on  (enii- 
xnent,  rather  than  ratiocination  ;  on  the  feelings  of  gra¬ 
titude  and  wonder,  joy  and  borrow,  triumph  and  con¬ 
trition,  hope  and  fear,  rather  than  on  theological  dif- 
quifition  however  profound,  or  pious  fpeculation  how¬ 
ever  exalted.  Religion,  it  is  certain,  has  been  often 
mazed  and  lofi:  in  the  labyrinth  of  fchool-divinity. — 
Although,  in  “  contending  for  the  faith  once  delivered 
to  the  faints”  againfi  the  attacks  of  unbelievers,  found 
criticifm  and  difpafiionate  argument  be  undoubtedly 
the  proper  weapons,  and  although,  to  thinking  minds, 
they  he  alfo  the  natural  inftruments  of  information  and 
conviblion  ;  yet  is  it  not  by  them  that  the  devotional 
principle  is  awakened  and  kept  alive. 

For  unintelligible  imprelfions,  or  wild  enthufiam,  I 
am  not  an  advocate.  Fie  that  is,  expofes  religion  to 
difgrace.  Common  fenfe,  calm  refle&ion,  *niverfal 
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rigbteoufnefs,  a  humanity  unlimited  by  party,  a  moder¬ 
ation  that  can  applaud  virtue  in  an  enemy  ;  thefe,  my 
dear  charge,  muft  never  be  given  up  on  any  pretence, 
or  for  any  perfualion.  A  faith  without  morality,  a 
devotion  repugnant  to  reafon,  are  not  Chriftiamty  ; 
but  hypocrify,  or  fuperftition.  Beware  of  fuch  as  un¬ 
der  the  mafk  of  zeal  would  feek  to  remove  you  fioni 
the  only  ground  which,  by  Ood’s  biellmg,  can  fecure 
your  ftedfaftnefs,  improvement,  and  comfort  $  I  mean 
a  fober  evangelical  piety. 

In  the  days  of  the  apoftles  there,  were  thofe  that 
44  lay  in  wait  to  deceive,  that  crept  into  widows  houi- 
es,  and  led  captive  filly  women.”  In  our  days  their 
fuccefTors  are  numerous.  I  fay  again,  Of  fuch  beware, 
46  left  by  any  means,  as  the  ferpent  beguiled  Eve 
through  his  fubtilty,  fo  your  minds  fhould  be  corrupted 
from  the  fimplicity  that  is  in  Chrift,”  Remember  al¬ 
ways,  that  whatever  teacher  or  teachers  would  avail 
themfelves  of  the  warmth  of  your  paflions,  or  the  vi¬ 
vacity  of  your  imaginations,  to  feduce  you  into  any 
fyftem  unfriendly  to  a  good  temper  and  a  good  life,  do 
either  miftake  the  true  defign  of  the  goi'pel,  or  have  an 
ill  defign  on  you.  But  then  on  the  other  hand  you 
may  be  equally  affured,  that  whatever  teacher  or  teach¬ 
ers  would  attempt  by  dry  deputation,  or  cold  enquiry, 
to  convert  or  edify  fouls,  are  ftrangers  alike  to  Nature 
and  to  Chnftianity.  What  in  truth  is  the  latter,  but 
an  affeffionate  and  powerful  addrefs  to  the  former,  di¬ 
vinely  adapted  to  take  hold,  not  of  the  underftanding 
only,  but  of  the  confcience,  the  will,  and  the  paihons ; 
that  is,  of  the  moft  vital  and  operative  principles  of 
the  heart  ? 

Among  the  reft  I  mentioned  the  paflion  of  Fear. 
We  are  told  by  an  apoftle,  that  4tperfe£f  love  cafleth 
out  fear.”  But  perfeff  love,  in  matters  of  religion, 
cannot,  ftri&ly  underliood,  be  fuppofed  compatible 
with  human  frailty.  To  that  is  the  fyftem  of  jefus 
gracioufly  proportioned.  There  the  paflion  I  fpeak 
of  is  applied  to,  in  a  manner  the  moft  finking  that  can 
be  conceived.  For  what  purpofe  ?  To  damp  refoiu- 
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tion.  or  di  (hearten  hope  ?  No  ;  but  to  retrain  the  rm- 
jpetuofity  c>f  defire,  and  to  prevent  the  mifery  of  difor- 
uer;  not  to  frighten  you  from  the  mercy-feat,  but  to 
ihowyou  the  neceffity  of  taking  (helter  there.  You, 
my  female  friends,  are  naturally  fearful.  A  confcious 
weaknefs  prompts  you  continually  to  leek  protection, 
-reeling  yourlelves,  and  knowing  your  fex  too  helplefs, 
you  fiee  to  men  for  fafetv.  But  do  you  always  find 
it  in  them  ?  ■■  ■■  ■  Need  I  point  you  to  a  fure  refuge  ? 
I  have  done  it  already.  Are  you  mortified  at  the 
timidity  of  your  nature?  Are  you  depreffed  by  the 
feeblenefs  of  your  frame  ?  I  know  not  that  you  have 
caufe.  I  am  certain  you  have  not;  if  a  fenfe  of  your 
condition  have  induced  you  to  put  yourfelves  under 
the  guardian  (hip  of  Omnipotence.  Many  of  you,  it 
3s  evident,  have  the  art  of  turning  your  infirmities  to 
your  own  advantage,  fo  far  as  concerns  your  influence 
with  our  fex.  But  that  power,  which  you  thus  ex¬ 
tract  from  imbecility,  is  often,  alas!  by  the  unhappi- 
uefs  of  your  paffions,  only  rendered  productive  of  new 
and  greater  weakneffes ;  whereas,  if  you  were  wife, 
you  might,  on  your  natural  frailty,  build  an  invincible 
ilrength,  by  fecuring  the  protection  of  the  Almighty. 

Your  Encouragements  to  do  this,  by  the  practice  of 
fuch  a  piety  as  I  am  now  recommending,  1  will  con¬ 
fer  in  the  next  place  ;  thofe  encouragements  I  mean, 
which  both  Providence  and  Scripture  prefent  to  your 
iex  with  an  appropriation  as  obfer,vable  in  itfelf,  as  it 
is  merciful  to  you. 

Nothing  can  be  more  plain,  than  that  Providence 
iias  placed  you  molt  commonly  in  circumfiances  pecu¬ 
liarly  advantageous  for  the  exercifes  of  devotion,  and 
for  the  prefervation  of  that  virtue,  without  which, 
/every  profeffion  of  godhnefs  mull  be  regarded  as  an 
impudent  pretence,  rI  he  lituation  of  men  lays  them 
open  to  a  variety  of  temptations,  that  lie  out  of  your 
road.  1  he  bufile  of  life,  in  which  they  are  generally 
engaged,  leaves  them  often  but  little  leifure  for  holy 
offices,  1  heir  pathons  are  daily  fubjecl  to  be  heated 
by  the  ferment  of  bufinefs  ;  and  how  hard  is  it  for 
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them  to  avoid  being  importuned  to  excefs,  while  fome- 
times  a  prefent  intered,  frequently  a  prefling  appetite, 
and  yet  more  frequently  the  fear  of  ridicule,  ftimulates 
them  to  comply  !  How  very  hard  for  a  young  man  to 
■withdand 

u  The  world’s  dread  laugh* 

Which  fcarce  the  firm  philofopher  can  fcorn  V9 

In  the  cafe  of  our  fex,  do  we  not  often  fee  ranked  on 
the  fide  of  licentioufnefs  that  reputation  which  ought 
to  attend  on  fobriety  alone  ?  Is  not  the  lad  openly 
laughed  at  by  thofe,  to  whofe  opinion  giddy  young 
men  will  pay  moll  refpeft,  their  own  companions  ?  Is 
not  its  contrary  cried  up  as  a  mark  of  fpirit  ?  And  if, 
in  their  unreflrained  converfation  amongfl  a  diverfity 
of  humours,  they  meet  with  affronts,  are  they  not  con- 
ilantly  told,  that  the  maxims  of  honour  require  them 
to  take  revenge  ?  Is  not  all  this  extremely  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  the  religious  life,  of  which  fo  great  a  part 
confifts  in  purity  and  prayer,  in  regularity  and  cool- 
nefs,  in  felf-command  and  mild  affeftions  ?  But  from 
fuch  fnares  your  fex  are  happily  exempted  ? 

In  many  inflances  men  are  attacked  by  folly,  before 
they  furrender  ;  whereas  women  moll  generally  in¬ 
vite  it  by  art,  or  rather  indeed  take  it  by  violence,  ere 
they  can  poflefs  themfelves  of  its  guilty  plea  fures.  So 
far  the  Almighty,  in  confederation  of  their  debility, 
and  from  a  regard  to  their  innocence,  has  raifed  a  kind 
of  fence  about  them,  to  prevent  thofe  wilder  excur- 
flons  into  which  the  other  fex  are  frequently  carried, 
with  a  freedom  unchecked  by  fear,  and  favouied  by 
cuftom. 

Corrupt  as  (be  world  is,  it  certainly  does  expcft- 
from  young  women  a  drift  decorum  ;  nor,  as  we  have 
feen  before,  does  it  eaflly  forgive  them  the  lead  devia¬ 
tion.  Add  that,  while  you  remain  without  families 
of  your  own,  a  few  of  you  are  necefiariiy  fo  engaged, 
as  not  to  have  a  large  portion  of  time  with  daily  op¬ 
portunities  for  recolieftion,  if  you  be  inclined  to  im¬ 
prove  them.  I  go  farther  and  fubjoin,  that  your  irn- 
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proving  them  by  a  piety  the  mod  regular  and  avowed 
rt  withal  unafFeaed  and  liberal,  will  be  no  fort  of  ob- 
jeciion  to  the  men,  but  much  the  reverfe. 

A  bigoted  woman  every  man  of  fenfe  will  carefully 
Ihun.  as  a  molt  difagreeable,  and  even  dangerous  corrr- 
panion.  But  the  fecret  reverence,  which  that  majef- 
tic  form,  Religion,  imprints  on  the  heart  of  all,  is  fuch3 
that  even  they  who  will  not  fubrmt  to  its  didates. 
themfelyes,  do  yet  with  it  to  be  regarded  by  thofe  with 
whom  tney  are  connefted  in  the  neared;  relation.  Ths 
veneft  infidel  of  them  all,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  would 
^  fony  to  find  his  filter,  daughter  or  wife,  under  no 
leitramt  from  religious  principle.  Thus  it  is,  that 
even  the  greateft  libertines  are  forced  to  pay,  at  the 
iame  mftant,  a  kind  of  implicit  refpect  to  the  two  main 
objects  of  their  profligate  fa-tire,.  Biety  and  Women  ; 
■wnle  they  confider  thefe  as  formed  fur  each  other, 
and  tacitly  acknowledge  that  the  fir  ft  is  the.  only  ef- 
yCCiuai  means  of  enfuring  the  good  Dehaviour  of  the  faff. 
-uet  them  talk  as  long,  and  as  contemptuoufly  as  they, 
wifi,  about  that  eafy  credulity,  and  thofe  fuperftitious 
terrors  which  they  pretend  to  be  the  foundation  of 
your  religion  ;  fomething  within  will  always  give 
tnem  the  lie,  fo  long  as  they  perceive  that  your  relir 
gion  renders  you  more  ffeadiiy  virtuous,  and  more 
,•  truly  lovely. 

-But  let  us  turn  to  Scripture,  and  fee  what  peculiar 
incitement  you  have  from  thence  to  the  profeffion  and, 
practice  of  godlinefs.  How  encouraging  to  relief^ 
?nat  the  very  nrff  promife  made  to  the  human  race 
diftinguifhed  your  lex  with  a  mark  of  honour,  as  fig. 
nal  as  it  was  unexampled  !  Need  I  explain  myfelf  by, 
laying,  that  the  greateft;-  per  fun  age  who  ever  vifited 
our  world,  he  who  came  on  the  moft  important  defign, 
and  who  executed  it  in  the  moft.  wonderful  manner, 
none  other,  and  none  lefs,  than  “  the  Son  of  God,, 
who  was  manifefted  to  deft, roy  the  works  of  the  devil, 
and  on  their  ruins  to  raiie  an  empire  of  nghieoufnefs 
a.nd  happmefs,  elevated  as  heaven,  and  lading  as  eter¬ 
nity— that  He,  I  fay,  was  from  the  beginning  predict 
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ed  under  the  fingular  and  interefting  ;  chara&er  of  “  tha 
feed  of  the  woman  ?”  How  exalting  a  circumftance 
foryour  whole  lex,  that  the  Saviour  of  men,  the  aa-- 
miration  of  angels,  and  the  prince  of  neaven,  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  4 ^  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  made  ol  a  woman  1 
And  oh,  my  young  friends,  what  dignity  will  it  for  ev~ 
er  refleff  on  maiden  virtue,  that  “a.  virgin  conceived 
and  bore  a  fon  the  only  begotten  of  the  father,  full  of 
grace  and  truth !”  Where  is  the  religion,  or  the  phi- 
iofophy,  that  has  lifted  your  nature  fo  high,  or  placed 
the  beauty  of  female  purity  and  excellence  in  a  light  fo, 
confpicuous  and  noble?' 

Nor  mud  we  forget  to  take  notice  of  the  particular 
honours,  with  which  individuals  of  your  fex  have  had 
their  memories  tranfmitted  to  poflerity  by  the  facred 
records.  Not  to  infill  on  the  females  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament,  that  “through  faith  have  obtained' a  good  re¬ 
port  it  merits  your  obfervation  how  many  we  read- 
of  in  the  New,  who,  for  the  duties  of  devotednefs  to 
their  Saviour,  the  liberalities  of  refpefl  to  his  perfon,, 
and  even  the  heroifm  cf  zeal  in  his  caufe,  are  marked 
out  whh  a  pre-eminence  perfefliy  diiiinguilhable. 

When  of  his  apoilles  the  moil  fanguine,  had  deni¬ 
ed,  had  even  forefworn,  and  all  the  red  had  forfaken- 
him  and  fled  ;  we  iind  thole  faithful  and  gentle  crea¬ 
tures  furrounding  his  crofs  with  lamentations,  which' 
they  were  neither  afliamed  nor  afraid  to  avow.  Nev- 
&r  fure  did  female  tears  appear  more  graceful.  Nor 
were  they  merely  that  tranlient  flow  of  mechanical 
grief,  fo  eafily,  furnifhed  by  too  many  eyes,  where  the 
heart  has  little  or  no  (hate  in  the  left  effuiion.  The- 
love  which  thofe  devout  daughters  of  Jerufalem  bore' 
to  their  mailer,  nothing,  could  extinguish.  Who  has ' 
not  read  that  affecting  llory  of  the  vifit  to  his  fepul-- 
enre,  paid  by  the,  pious  Marys  and  their  little  com-- 
pany,  together  with  the  kind,  generous,  and,  as  it; 
might  have- proved,  very  hazardous  purpofe  which 
produced  it?  Their  fettmg  out.  alone,  at  fo  early  an  • 
Lour,  while  it  was  yet  dark,  to  engage  in  fo  ialernn  a 
fjpepe?  afforded  a  linking  proof  of  the  courage  and  con-- 
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Haney  with  which  their  piety  had  infpired  them,  a- 
midft  all  that  fpirits  like  theirs  mud  have  differed  from 
fo  many  circumdances  of  forrow.  In  their  counte¬ 
nances,  words,  and  geftures  on  that  occafion,  I  think  I 
read  the  painful,  yet  amiable  emotions,  that  wrought 
in  their  tender  throbbing  hearts.  I  am  particularly 
charmed  with  the  eager  anxiety,  and  beautiful  diftrefs 
of  Mary  Magdalene,  whofe  gratitude  for  the  tranfeen- 
dent  mercies  {he  had  received,  did  then  flame  out  with 
fuch  uncommon  fervour.  While  I  contemplate  the 
whole  tranfa&ion,  with  the  condua  that  preceded  it, 
1  cannot  but  admire  that  judice,  which,  in  preference 
to  all  others,  honoured  thofe  excellent  women  with  be¬ 
ing  the  firft  witneffes  and  publifhers  of  Chrid’s  redi¬ 
rection,  or,  as  an  ancient  writer  has  expreffed  it,  Apof- 
tles  to  the  Apodles  themfelves.  A  very  natural,  as  it 
is  in  effea  a  mod  memorable  attedation  to  their  fupe- 
nor  attachment,  and  unconquerable  fidelity  !  Surely  it 
was  not  in  vain,  that  the  annals  of  infpiration  have  re¬ 
ndered  thofe  pleafing  fafts  with  fuch  particulantye 
XTiere  they  Hand,  and  will  for  ever  Hand,  iliudrious 
monuments  of  female  worth,  in  a  conjuncture  mod  pe¬ 
culiarly  trying,  and  of  the  extraordinary  approbation  it 
met  with  from  him,  in  whofe  fight  devotion  and  perfe- 
verance,  affe6tion  and  faith,  will  always  outfhme  the 
more  fhowy  qualities  that  fill  the  world  with  hidory 
and  wonder. 

I  fhouid  have  mentioned  before  this,  the  fnendfhip 
of  Jefus  to  the  fillers  of  Lazarus,  his  applaufe  of  the 
woman  of  Canaan,  and  his  pathetic  addrefs  to  the  wo¬ 
men  who  followed  him  weeping,  while  he  carried  his 
crofs.  It  is  likewife  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  all  the 
difciples,  he  who  feems  in  a  certain  divine  fweetnefs 
of  difpofition,  to  have  refembled  him  mod,  directed 
one  of  thofe  epidles  which  make  a  part  of  our  ferip- 
tures,  to  a  Lady,  a  perfon  of  didintlion  much  refpe&ed 
by  him  and  all  the  believers  of  that  time,  for  her  emi¬ 
nent  piety,  and  that  of  her  children. 

And  now,  if  with  encouragements  like  thefc,  to  the 
love  ef  God,  and  of  your  Saviour,  any  of  you,  my  fair 
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auditory,  fhouid  live  in  forgetfulnefs  of  both  ;  what 
{hall  we  fay  of  fuch,  but  that  they  are  deftitute  of  true 
ambition,  and  totally  infenftble  to  themoft  diftinguifh- 
in g  favours  of  heaven  P 

'  But  perhaps  we  {hall  be  told,  that  the  perpetual 
flatteries  which  many  of  you  meet  with  from  men  on 
account  of  its  inferior  gifts,  fuch  as  youth,  beauty, 
fancy,  fprightlinefs,  prevent  or  deflroy  thofe  better 
fentiments  which  you  might  be  otherwife  difpofed  to 
cultivate.  I  doubt  it  not.  But  do  ye  plead  this-  as 
an  excufe  ?  Y our  fituation  we  have  granted  all  along, 
fubjefts  you  to  temptations  in  particular  inftances. 
But  we  have  now  feen,  that  it  frees  you  from  other 
very  dangerous  fnares.  and  includes  the  mod  powerful 
attraftives  to  your  duty,  "What  are  you  to  inter  irom 
the  whole,  but  that  you  .ought  to  avail  yourlelves  of 
tliefe  advantages,  for  fortifying  and  guarding  you; 
wherever  you  lie  expofed  ? 

I  have  juft  named  what  appears  tome  your  (ex's 
weakeft  fide.  To  arm  you  on  that,  I  have  had  op¬ 
portunities  of  offering  a  variety  of  precautions.  X 
now  add,  and  it  {hall  be  my  laft  confideration  on  this 
occafion,  that  Revelation  concurs  with  reafon  to  fur- 
nifti  the  ftrongeft  weapons  of  defence  againft  that  adu¬ 
lation  which  is  fo  great  an  enemy  to  your  fouls. 

That  your  fouls  are  immortal  is  probable  from  rea¬ 
fon,  arid  certain  from  revelation.  But  the  arguments 
from  either  1  hold  it  unneceffary  to  propofe  here.  To 
attempt  the  convi&ion  of  female  infidels  falls  not  with¬ 
in  my  prefent  defign.  Indeed  I  fear  it  were  a  hope- 
Jefs  undertaking.  The  prepofterous  vanity,  together 
with  the  open  or  fecret  profligacy,  by  which  they 
have  been  warped  into  fcepticifm,  would  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood,  baffle  any  endeavours  of  mine.  If  they  be  not, 
however,  fo  far  gone  in  that  unhappy  fyftem,  as  to  be 
refolved  againft  all  fober  enquiry,  X  would  earneftly 
recommend  to  their  perufal  a  few  of  the  many  excel¬ 
lent  writings,  which  this  age  and  country  have  produc¬ 
ed  in  favour  of  religion,  both  natural  and  revealed. 
At  the  fame  time  1  would  juft  remind  them,  that  the 
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faring  and  difputatious  fpirit  of  unbelief  is  utterly 
repugnanfto  female  foftnefs,  and  to  that  fweet  docility 
which*  in  their  fex,  is  fo  peculiarly  pleafing  to  ours  * 
not  to  mention,  that  from  an  infidel  partner  a  man  can 
nave  no  profpeft  of  confolation  in  thofe  hours  of  dif- 
trels,  when  the  hopes  of  futurity  can  alone  adminifter 
rehet.-^lo  you,  my  Chriftian  hearers,  I  was  goino- 
to  obferve,  that  the  ftedfaft  and  ferious  belief  of  im- 
mortality,  as  pointed  out  in  your  frame,  and  brought 
to  light  by  the  gofpei,  will  excite  fuch  a  mighty  con¬ 
cern  to  fecure  its  grand  interefis,  fuch  a  high  fenfe  of 
your  internal  dignity,  fuch  a  predominant  ambition  of 
eing  acceptable  in  his  fight,  who  can  make  you  hap¬ 
py  or  wretched  forever,  as  muft  neceffariiy  lelfen,  in 
your  elteem,  every  external  and  perilhing  advantage. 

If  you  be  really  poffeffed  by  ihofe  principlesf  he 
that,  from  fpmtual  and  everlatting  objects,  would  turn 
your  chief  regard  to  ftin-deep,  and  tbort- lived  allure¬ 
ments,  will  furely,  in  a  moment  of  recolleftion  at  le aft, 
looked  upon  by  you  as  a  tempter  to  be  fhunned. 

.  hat  pride  of  life,  which,  in  the  eye  of  folly,  fwells 
into  tuch  importance,  will  fhrink  and  fade  away  into 
its  native  littlenefs  in  her  view,  whole  thoughts  are 
often  entertained  with  the  magnificence  and  fplendor 
o  eternal  ihings.  To  that  young  woman  who,  like 
her  of  Bethany,  “  has  chofen  the  good  part  who 
meekly  penfive  fits  at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  and  with 
delighted  reverence  hears  his  words;  the  infinuation 
or  the  vicious,  the  impertinence  of  the  vain,  in  fliorr, 

whatever  would  rob  her  of  her  portion,  or  obflrua  her 
enjoying  it,  will  not,  I  think,  be  overpleafing.  To 
■Ct  the  care  of  her  falvation  is  the  one  thing  needful. 
Compared  with  that,  even  the  bed  things  of  this  world 
appear,  what  in  truth  they  are,  but  trifles  ;  in  which, 
beeaufe  the  condition  of  mortality  makes  it  unavoida¬ 
ble,  file  fliares  with  cheerfulnefs,  but  in  which  file 

Ihares  with  moderation  too,  beeaufe  file  has  bufinefi 

to  mind  of  infinite  moment. 

“  What  {hail  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  fhai!  gain  the 
whole  world,  and  lofe  his  own  foul  ?'*  The  'quefiion 
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■was  afked  by  him,  who  knew  right  well  the  value  of 
both.  Had  he  afked,  4  What  {hall  it  profit  a  Wo¬ 
man,  if  {he  {hail  gain  the  whole  world,  and  iofe  her  own 
foul  ?*  would  the  {fate  of  the  quefhon  have  .been  alter¬ 
ed  ?  You  will  not  fay  it.  Weighed  againft  a  foul, 
the  empire  of  the  earth  were  duff  in  the  balance,. 
What  then  {hall  we  call  thole  things,  for  which  fin- 
ners  are  daily  forfeiting  their  falvation  ?  fell  me,  ye 
flattered  fair  ones,  what  is  the  worth  of  praife  or  ad¬ 
miration  from  knaves,  or  from  fools,  for  which  fo 
many  of  you  are  ready  to  forfeit  yours?  Ye  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Vanity,  tell  me,  what  will  drefs,  or  fhow,  or 
gaiety  of  any  kind,  where  God  and  goodnefs  are  neg- 
lefted,  64  profit  in  the  day  of  wrath  ?”  In  that  day  of 
dilcovery  and  decifion,  what  will  appearances  avail  ?-— 
Give  me  back  thefe  laft  fentences :  I  had  forgotten  : 
Drefs,  fhow,  gaiety,  appearances,  will  be  then  no 
more. — But  hold  ;  before  we  look  fo  far,  let  us  fee 
what  they  can  perform  now. 

They  can  attract  attention;  they  can  allure  defire; 
they  can  excite  encomium,  deceive  the  unwary,  and 
captivate  the  weak,  for  a  little.  But  inform  us,  ye 
boafied  beauties,  who  are  told  every  day  of  your  pow¬ 
er,  what  permanent,  effential  good  can  it  procure  ? 
Bring  it  to  the  proof.  Bid  the  fun  that  meafures 
your  days,  ftand  {fill ;  command  the  current  of  time 
that  hurries  you  along,  to  flop  ;  fay  to  wrinkled  age, 
to  fell  difeafe,  to  grim  death,  Approach  me  not,  ye 
frightful  forms.  Alas!  they  are  deaf  as  the  adder, 
and  Itubborn  as  the  rock.  Try  then  your  influence 
in  fome  {mailer  thing.  Make  the  experiment  on  the 
head-ach  :  enjoin  it  to  be  gone.  It  goes  not* 1  But 
perhaps  the  heart *ach  may  hear,  and  obey  :  your  in¬ 
ward  feelings,  at  lead,  fhould  be  under  your  controui. 
But  you  have  given  them  the  rein  ;  nor  will  they  be 
checked  on  a  iudden.  While  you  have  thought  only 
of  conquering  other  hearts,  you  have  iuffered  headflrong 
paffions  to  conquer  your  own.  Summon  then  your 
worfhippers,  and  order  them  to  interpofe  ;  fee,  if  by 
all  their  incenfe,  and  ail  their  zeal,  they  can  keep  you. 
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young  in  fpite  of  years,  or  make  you  glad  in  fpite  of 
affli&ion.  They  are  filent.  Afk  them,  if  they  will 
undertake  to  die  for  you?  They  retire.  Call  after 
them — c  Will  you  anfwer  for  us  at  the  judgment  day  ?* 
— Again,  that  awful  period  rufhes  on  the  mind.  Ah, 
my  friends,  what  will  ye  do  then  without  religion  ? 
1  he  thought  is  big  with  horror.  Then,  then  it  fhall 
be  feen,  with  an  evidence  bright  and  terrible  as  the 
funeral  fire  of  Nature,  that  “  beauty  is  deceitful,  and 
favour  is  vain.” — But  what  means  that  univerfal  fhout 
of  human  and  angelic  voices  ?  What  words  are  thofe, 
which  I  hear  refounding  through  the  affembly  of  the 
univerfe  ?  “  A  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord,  She 
fhall  be  praifed  !  ” 
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On  Female  Piety. 


i  Timothy,  ii*  10. 

— . Which  becometh  women  prof  effing  Godlvujs . 

Proverbs  xxxi.  30. 

Favour  is  deceitful ,  and  beauty  is  vain  .4  -but  a  toSm 
man  that  fear  eth  the  Lord ,  Shejhallbepraifea . 

If  from  what  has  been  advanced  concerning  Female 
Piety,  you  befatisfied  of  its  importance  and  neceffity ; 
you  will  naturally  attend,  while  I  proceed,  without 
any  preface,  to  (how  you,  in  what  manner  it  may  be 

cultivated  with  moft  fuccefs,  . 

It  is  difficult  to  fay  whether  the  inflrumental  duties 
of  religion,  as  they  are  ufually  termed,  have  been 
more  mifreprefented  by  fuperllition  and  hypocrify  on 
one  hand,  or  by  vicious  refinement  and  vain  phiiofo- 
phy  on  the  other.  By  the  former  they  have  been  ex¬ 
tolled,  as  if  they  were  the  whole  of  religion  ;  while  the 
latter  have  decried  them  as  vulgar,  unavailing,  ana  in¬ 
significant.  The  real  truth  is,  that  they  are  not  only  a 
part  of  religion,  but  an  effential  and  important  part  of 
it ;  effential,  as  expreffing  its  feveral  allethons,  and 
important,  as  nounffimg  and  maintaining  them  5  effen- 
tial,  as  a  direft  compliance  with  the  divine  authority  ; 
and  important,  as  rendering  fuch  compliance  more 
ready  and  habitual. 

Habits,  we  all  know,  are  formed  by  many  reiterated 
a&s  ;  and  if  thefe  be  difeontinued,  thofe  will  in  time 
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be  loft.  As  good  impreftions  are  at  firft  produced  by 
proper  attention,  fo  if  this  be  fufpended,  they  will 
foon  fade  from  t]ie  mind  :  and  the  fooner.  no  doubt, 
that  many  of  them  at  leaft  were  produced  there  in  op! 
pontion  to  appetite,  faftiion,  and  the  maxims  of  the 
world.  Even  friendfhip  itfelf,  which  has  originally 
lo  powerful  a  hold  of  the  human  heart,  is  not  to  be 
preferved  alive,  without  that  interchange  of  words  and 
actions,  if  the  parties  be  near;  or  that  commerce  of 
thoughts  and  wifhes,  if  they  be  not,  to  which  it  natu- 
ra|7  ,nc^nes*  What  could  you  expeft  from  him, 
who  ihoujd  profefs  to  entertain  an  affeftion  for  you, 
and  yet  teftify  no  defire  of  your  company,  take  no  de¬ 
light  in  your  converfation,  or,  if  abfent,  never  enquire 
after  you?  Religion  is  a  Divine  Friendfhip,  to  be 
begun  and  continued  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  with 
that  which  is  Human  ;  making  allowance  fill!  for  the 
infinite  difparity  between  the  Creator  and  the  crea¬ 
ture,  between  the  Sovereign  Spirit  all  pure  and  per- 
feft,  and  a  dependant  mind  embodied  and  frail. 

In  cultivating  a  friendfhip  which  you  wifhed  to  be 
thorough  and  lading,  you  would  often  ftep  afide  from 
the  croud  to  enjoy  the  freedom  of  undifturbed  converfe  ; 
you  would  lay  open  your  heart  with  confidence  to  the 
objecl  beloved,  liften  to  each  communication  with  pleaf- 
ure,  enter  more  and  more  into  the  fame  conceptions, 
exchange  every  pofiible  mark  of  efleem,  and,  in  the 
end,  eftablifh  an  union  of  interefts  and  of  fouls  alike 
clofe  and  tender.  Now  here  we  have  fome  refemblance 
of  private  devotion.  It  is  not  ray  delign  to  purfue 
this  refemblance  through  its  feveral  parts  ;  neither  do 
I  pretend  to  fay,  that  it  holds  minutely  in  every  one 
of  them  :  but  the  general  ground  is  clear  to  her  who 
believes  in  an  omniprefent  Deity,  and  knows  that  be¬ 
tween  minds  there  may  be  an  intercourfe  independent 
of  the  fenfes,  1  he  application  can  only  be  learnt  by 
pra&ice,  and  much  practice  too. 

It  will  not  be  learnt  by  thofe  who  have  no  relifh  for 
retirement.  The  Almighty’s  voice  muff  be  often  at¬ 
tended  to  in  the  filence  of  paffions,  and  the  fecrecy  of 
the  foul.  Thofe  are  yet  ft  rangers  to  their  Maker, 
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who  cannot  endure  to  think  of  him,  or  do  not  love  to 
turn  to  him,  when  alone.  Is  the  reverfe  of  this,  my 
dear  hearers,  your  cafe  ?  are  your  meditations  of  God 
fweet  ?  Does  your  heart  go  out  after  him,  as  its  bed 
and  greated  objecl?  Is  it  your  joy  to  pour  it  forth  in¬ 
to  his  paternal  bofom  p  Do  ye  frequently  find  the  ex- 
ercife  fo  delightful,  as  to  quit  it  with  un  willingnefs  ? 
Do  you  generally  perceive  your  fentiments  raifed  and 
refined  by  it,  your  ideas  of  your  duty  quickened  and 
enlarged,  your  deteftation  of  the  contrary  confirmed 
and  heightened,  your  refolutions  invigorated  ofcourfe, 
your  gratitude,  humility,  meeknefs,  reiignation,  ar.d 
good  affefhons  of  every  kind  improved  ?  1  hen  are 
you  a  true  wordiipper,  Thefe  are  fame  of  the  genuine 
workings  of  piety. 

1  enquire  not,  whether  they  be  the  refult  of  longer 
or  fhorter  prayers,  of  ftudied  forms  or  extempore  ad- 
drefs,  of  more  or  fewer  dated  feafons  for  fuch  offices. 
In  tnefe  particulars  different  minds  require  a  diverfity, 
or  a  different  education  occafions  it.  But  fbe,  I  fup- 
pofe,  will  be  the  greated  proficient  in  the  Spirit  of 
Prayer,  who  is  at  the  greateft  pains  to  be  fo  ;  I  do 
no*  mean  in  the  way  of  fcience  or  art,  but  in  that  of 
earneftnefs  and  perfeverance. 

Befide  the  regular,  invariable,  and  folemn  perform¬ 
ance  of  your  morning  and  evening  devotions,  it  would 
be  well  if  now  and  then,  efpecially  on  the  day  of  fa- 
cred  red,  you  took  repeated  opportunities  of  entering 
into  your  clofet,  {hutting  your  door,  and  praying  to 
your  Father  who  fees  in  fecret  ;  according  as  you  found 
yourfelf  in  a  happier  difpolition  for  fuch  employment, 
or  were  prompted  to  it  by  tome  peculiar  occurrence  in 
your  fituation,or  exigence  in  your  foul.  And  if, at  certain 
times  of  the  year,  pointed  out  by  religious  cudom,  or 
fixed  upon  bv  perfonal  choice,  you  were  to  confecrate 
a  whole  day  to  holy  retreat  and  devotional  exercifes, 
joined  with  prudent  fading  ;  you  would,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  find  it  as  highly  beneficial  in  your  own  prac¬ 
tice,  as  it  comes  drongly  recommended  by  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  faints. 

If  you  might  be  advifed  by  me,  you  fhould,  in 
prayer,  neither  truft  wholly  to  your  fingle  fund  of 
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thought  and  expreffion,  fuppofingit  even  rich  and' va¬ 
rious,  nor  confine  yourfelf  entirely  to  forms,  by  what¬ 
ever  man  or  fet  of  men  compofed  ;  but  ufe  fometiraes 
one,  fometimes  the  other,  and  fometimes  a  mixture  of 
both,  juft  as  the  atlra&ion  of  your  mind  feems  to  lead 
at  the  moment,  or  as  any  of  thefe  methods  may,  on 
trial,  be  attended  with  moft  fatisfaftion  and  advantage. 
In  cfFeft,  I  am  convinced  that  of  thofe,  who,  in  this 
kind  of  commerce,  limit  themfelves  to  their  own  un- 
a (lifted  flock,  the  greater  5part  will  often,  particularly 
in  circumflances  of  bad  health  or  fpirituai  drynefs,  be 
reduced  to  fuch  flraits  as  mu  ft  produce  a  poverty  of 
devotion  which  they  could  not  fuffer,  did  they  pro¬ 
ceed  on  a  larger  foundation.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
cannot  conceive,  that,  even  amongft  thofe  who  are 
moft  dovoteft  to  forms,  any  ftncere  worfhipper  fhould 
not,  by  the  fwelling  of  fentiment,  and  the  current  of 
devotion,  be  frequently  carried  away  into  a  freer  and 
fuller  effufion  of  the  heart. 

-As  to  the  length  of  thofe  duties,  I  would  only  fay, 
that  yon  muft  be  governed  by  your  condition,  both 
outward  and  inward  ;  that  you  are  to  avoid  every 
thing  carelefs,  or  formal,  whether  with  or  without 
pre-conceived  words  ;  that  little  lntermiffions  are  of¬ 
ten  extremely  ufeful  to  relieve  the  mind,  and  fit  it  for  a 
new  exertion  of  its  powers  ;  but  that  on  the  other 
fide,  by  praying  in  continuity,  the  foul  is  often  warm¬ 
ed  into  life  and  energy,  tiil  that  exercife  w'hich  was 
begun  with  langour  is  concluded  with  affehlion. 

When  I  fpeak  of  affe&ion,  let  me  warn  you  not  to 
miftake  the  effervefcence  of  fancy  for  the  fpirit  of  de¬ 
votion.  They  are  two  things  widely  different.  “By. 
their  fruits  ye  fhaliknow  them,”  The  fluency,  tears, 
and  rapture,  produced  by  the  firft,  are  mechanical, 
fuperftciaJ,  and  ineffective  ;  engendering  only  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  Enthuftafm,  or  wafting  themfelves  in  the 
fcrupulofity  of  Superftition,  T  he  laft,  though  fre¬ 
quently  accompanied  with  fluency,  tears,  and  rapture, 
at  lealt  in  minds  of  much  fenfibility,  is  yet  often  not 
fo  ;  but  then  it  leaves  (he  heart  better,  however  this 
may  not  be  difeerned  immediately.  She  who  fome- 
simes  perhaps,  like  the  felf-abafed  publican,  is  able  on- 
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\y  to  figh  out  «  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  firmer,” 
may, in  that  all-feeing  eye,  be  as  acceptable  as  the  mod. 
eloquent  petitioner  that  ever  addrelled  the  tnrone  of 
heaven.  .  We  read  of  “  the  Spirit’s  helping  our  in¬ 
firmities”  in  this  very  exercife,  and  66  making  mter- 
ceffion  for  us  with  groanings  that  cannot  be  uttereu. 
Mental  prayer,  and  fiient  ejaculation,  I  will  not 
now  conlider.  They  are  the  attainments  of  perlon* 
far  advanced  in  devotion.  By  purfuing  the  tracts.  I 
point  out,  you  may  hope  to  reach  them  in  one  degree 
or  another;  and  iome  experience  in  them  will  lead 
you  to  more*  Thofe  who  can  abfiraft  and  concentrate 
their  minds,  fo  as  readily  to  place  themfelves  in  the 
prefence  of  Cod,  wherever  they  are,  and  to  converfe 
with  him  even  in  a  crowd,  whether  by  continued 
contemplation,  or  by  fudden  darlings  of  pious  affec¬ 
tion  towards  him  on  the  point  of  a  vigorous  thought, 
certainly  polfeis  a  very  noble  fecret,  fruitful  alike  of 
edification  and  enjoyment  ;  fuch  too  as  renders  tnem 
much  lefs  dependant  on  the  accidents  of  their  (ituation, 
fince,  let  their  bufinefs  or  other  engagements  be  what 
they  will,  they  may  be  flill  with  God,  calm,  felf-pof- 
felfed,  and  happily  difpoled  to  44  pray  always  a  itate 
of  fpiritual  life,  which  there  is  reafon  to  fear  is  known 
by  few* 

There  is  a  kind  of  middle  prathce,  which  is  proba¬ 
bly  lefs  uncommon,  as  it  is  certainly  more  eafy  ;  that 
of  praying  with  a  reprelfed  voice,  or  one  not  in  the 
lead  audible  to  a  fecond  perfon,  while  yet  the  words 
are. dilhnfliy  and  deliberately  fpoken  by  the  worffiip- 
per,  who,  by  fuch  means  preferves  his  ideas  from 
dilfipation,  and  impre lies  them  more  deeply  on  his  own 
heart.  1  faid  deliberately  ;  becaufe,  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  every  other  method  of  prayer,  hurry  and  precipi¬ 
tation  are  utterly  incompatible  with  ihe  fpirii  of  de¬ 
votion. 

Of  even  the  itrongell  and  mod  retired  minds  it 
may,  I  believe,  be  affirmed,  that  they  never  think  at 
all,  on  whatever  occafion,  without  the  fecret  or  inter¬ 
nal  ufe  of  iauguage,  although  they  feldom  attend  to  it. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  I  am  faiisfied  that  vocal  prayer, 
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whether  more  or  lefs  articulate,  will  be  found  in  mr- 
neral,  by  far  the  molt  proportioned  to  the  human,  and 
particularly  to  the  female  faculties.  Of  the  manner 
laii  mentioned,  we  have  a  remarkable  example  in  the 
mother  of  Samuel,  It  is  a  beautiful  paffage,  drongly 
exp  re  Hive  of  the  workings  of  a  devout,  but  forrowful 
fpnit,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  the  power  of  devotion 
to  turn  forrow  and  fighing  into  joy  and  praife. 

^  One  thing  we  may  boldly  pronounce,  as  a  maxim 
which  will  never  fail  ;  that  (he  has  worfhipped  to 
purpofe,  in  whatever  mode  fhe  has  worfhipped,  who 
comes  away  improved  or  eftablifhed'  in  worthy  difpo- 
htions,  whether  thefe  be  attended  with  much  emotion 
or  with  none,  with  much  delight  or  with  little,  at  the 
time.  This  remark  I  judged  peculiarly  neceffary  herer 
conlidering  how  eamy  you,  my  young  friends,  may  be 
.miffed  on  this  fubjeft  by  that  ardour  of  pallion,  and 
mat  vivacity  of  fancy ,  which  are  fo  natural  to  you  ; 
and  whicn,  wherever  devotion  is  concerned,  are  fo 
prone  to  a  flume  us  name,  when  at  the  very  bed  they 
can  only  aid  its  flights. 

On  the  fame  principle,  I  would  caution  you  not  to 
iofe  yourfelves  on  generalities  ;  which,  however  they 
may  chance  to  engage  the  underflanding,  or  entertain 
the  imagination,  feldom  touch  the  confcience,  or  inte¬ 
nd  the  heart.  In  converfing  with  a  virtuous  and  in¬ 
timate  friend,  you  would  choofe  certainly  to  dwell  on 
thofe  matters  that  alFectedyou  mod  nearly,  or  to  throw 
out  thofe  reflections  that  mod  readily  occurred.  In 
this  higher  correfpondence,  you  fhould  do  the  fame  ; 
only  with  more  folemnity,  and  greater  abdraclion  from 
fecnlar  objects. 

Nothing  can  be  more  erroneous  than  the  common 
opinion,  that  the  feverai  parts  of  prayer,  as  they  are 
uiually  termed,  ought  to  enter  into  every  longer  act 
of  devotion.  What  is  this,  but  to  reduce  into  a  mere 
trial  of  Ik-ill,  or  to  redrain  within  the  trammels  of  a 
fydem,  and  thereby  degrade  to  a  laborious  and  jejune 
piece  of  formality,  that  which  ought  to  be  free  and 
unaffected,  natural  and  noble? — (1  am  going  into  the 
company  of  a  bofbm -friend,  Let  me  fettle  beforehand 
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ihe  whole  plan  of  our  convention  ;  that  I  may  be  fure 
to  introduce  fuch  and  fuch  topics,  in  order  to  dilculs 
them  feveraily  one  after  another,  at  full  length,  and 
with  due  connexion.’ — He  who  Ihould  talk  in  this 
manner,  would  difcover,  methinks,  very  little  acquain¬ 
tance  with  the  lpirit  of  friendlhip.  In  that,  my  lif¬ 
ters,  and  in  true  devotion,  there  is  nothing,  believe  me, 
artificial,  nicely  managed,  or  elaborately  ffudied.  Ef- 
teem,  fentiment,  confidence,  a  fympathy  of  foul,  and 
the  overflowings  of  the  heart,  are  all  in  all.  I  think 
not  at  prefent  of  the  public  offices  of  religion,  where, 
in  thofe  who  lead  them,  more  regularity  and  accuracy 
are  no  doubt  required. 

On  the  whole,  when  you  addrefs  the  feat  of  mercy, 
you  ought  to  fpeak  what  you  feel  moll  ftrongiy  at  that 
particular  feafon  ;  to  follow,  without  fcruple,  the  in* 
ward  attra&ion  before  mentioned  V  .to  infill  on  thofe 
tilings  of  a  f  pi  ritual'  nature,  that  are  then  attended  with 
the  great  ell  reliffi  ;  to  continue  your  attention  to  them 
calmly,  but  fixedly,  while  that  reliffi  remains  ;  then  to 
pafs  on,  if  “time  and  other  circumftances  permit,  to 
i’omeihing  eHh,  ft  iff  without  any  agitation  or  violent 
effort  ;  nor  deeming  it  neceffary  to  follow  out  this  new 
track,  ffiould  another  prefent  itfelf  that  feems  more 
promifmg,  or1  that  hes  more  parallel  to  the  courfe  of 
your  thoughts  on  the  occafion  ;  chiefly  concerned  to 
keep  alive  a  lenfe  of  that  great  prefence  in  which  you 
are,  of  thofe  Wants  and  weaknelles  under  which  you 
labour,  and  of  what  you  owe  to  others  as  well  as  to  your- 
feives,  mid  of  that  divinely  efficacious  interceffion, 
through  which  alone  you  wiili  and  hope  to  be  heard 
a  fid  accepted.  . 

A  compofed,  affectionate,  and  ft  tody  attention  to 
thefe  and  inch  like  rules  (for  I  cannot  now  enter  into 
the  full  detail)  will,  if  i  be  not  greatly  ini  if  aken ,  prove 
one  effectual  mean  of  cultivating  the  life  and  power  of 
religion  within  you.  I  need  not  add,  v/hat  you  have 
been  told  times  without  number,-  and  what  your  own 
hearts  cannot,  on  the  lead  reflection,  fail  to  repeat 
that  no  prayers  can  be  effectual  for  this  or  any  one 
good  purpoie,  which  are  not  accompanied  with  a  cor- 
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refpondent  watchfulnefs  and  faithful  difcharge  of  every 
other  duty. 

But  it  may  be  neceffary  to  fubjoin,  that  the  practice 
of  devotion,  now  recommended,  cannot  take  place 
without  much  preparation  from  time  to  time;  of  which 
one  well-known  part  is  the  Reading  of  the  Scriptures. 
On  this,  a  very  few  obfervations  {hall  fuffice. 

For  acquiring  what  is  generally  ftyled  Religkms 
Knowledge,  reading  the  fcriptures  throughout,  and 
often  large  portions  at  a  time,  may  be  perfectly  proper* 
For  improving  in  that  which  thofe  fcriptures  fpeak  of 
chiefly  under  this  denomination,  I  mean  a  practical 
and  vital  fenfe  of  things  divine  and  everlafting,  a  differ¬ 
ent  method,  as  I  conceive,  fhould  be  followed. 

Short  and  feleft:  paflages  from  both  Teftaments,  but 
efpecialiy  the  New,  and  more  particularly  from  the 
hiffory  and  fermous  of  our  Saviour,  fhould  be  perufed 
and  pondered  at  Jeifure,  firft  without  any  commentary 
at  all,  and  fo  indeed  for  the  mod  part,  except  where 
there  is  a  manifeft  difficulty  ;  in  doing  which,  you 
fhould,  with  awful  reverence  and  child-like  fimplicity, 
lay  your  minds  open  to  the  native  impreflions  of  the 
truth,  and  to  the  fecret  teachings  of  its  Author.  When, 
in  this  way,  you  meet  with  one  or  more  verfcs,  that 
flrike  you  with  peculiar  conviction  or  delight  ;  clofe 
the  book,  revolve  them  again  and  again,  look  up  to 
heaven,  and  implore  the  Father  of  Spirits  to  write  their 
meaning  on  your  hearts,  as  “  with  the  point  of  a  dia¬ 
mond.”  Read  nothing  more  at  that  time,  nothing  at 
leaf!  that  has  not  a  near  relation  to  the  ideas  and  affec¬ 
tions  they  excite.  Give  thefe  an  eafy  unftudied  vent 
in  prayer.  The  pleafure  and  the  benefit  will  be  un- 
fpeakable.  Only  fuffer  not  the  tin&ure  thereby  left 
upon  you,  to  be  loft  in  the  fucceeding  fcenes.  Next 
morning  review  the  fame  paflage  ;  endeavour  to  recal 
the  fame  fentiments,  and  with  your  pencil  mark  it  for 
your  future  benefit. 

A  young  lady  formerly  of  my  acquaintance,  who  is 
now  reading  the  charader  and  will  of  her  Creator  in 
the  light  of  the  beatific  vifion,  ufed  daily  to  follow 
practice,  Ffer  Bible  was  infinitely  prized  by  her; 
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whatever  was  mod  excellent  in  it,  fhe  had  thought  and 
weighed  all  over.  Its  facred  contents  were  engraven 
on  her  foul  ;  or  rather  her  foul  was  delivered  into  the 
mould  of  it.  She  lived  in  innocence,  and  died  in  tri¬ 
umph. 

It  is  neceffary,  my  beloved  difciples,  that  I  mould 
urge  you  to  the  dudy  of  a  book  which,  while  it  tends 
to  make  you  wife  to  falvation,  is  calculated  alfo  to 
convey  the  moll  affecling  views,  and  awaken  the  fu* 
blimefl  fenlibi  titles,  on  a.thoufand  topics  ?  A  book  it 
certainly  is,  full  of  entertainment  as  well  as  inftru&ion, 
compofed  by  a  great  diy.erfity  of  authors,  and  all  of 
them  divinely  taught.  I  think  I  lee  them,  one  after 
another,  prefenting,  for  your  improvement,  their  re* 
fpeclive  writings,  with  an  a(pe£l  of  dignity  and  fweet- 
nefs  combined,  the  dignity  of  truth  and  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  benevolence  ;  both  derived  from  him,  who  in- 
fpired  them  to  be  the  teachers  of  mankind,  and  who,  in 
order  to  gain  them  the  more  belief  and  veneration,  in- 
veiled  many  of  them  with  a  command  over  Nature, 
and  a  knowledge  of  Futurity,  which  none  but  the  God 
of  Mature,  and  the  Spirit  of  Omnifcience  could  im¬ 
part.  I  think  I  hear  them  feverally  addreffing  you,  in 
tile  name  of  God,  with  an  authority  that  can  only  be 
equalled  by  their  mildnefs,  on  fubje&s  the  grandell  and 
mod  important,  in  a  happy  variety  of  dyles,  ami  dll  an 
uniformity  of  fentiments,  and  an  agreement  in  fa£ls, 
which  the  multiplicity  of  them  conlidered,  mud  ever 
appear  truly  admirable  !  What  (hall  1  fay  more  ?— • 
1  will  not  defire  you  to  read  this  book  called  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  if  you  can  ffipw  me  another  containing  fo  much 
to  inform,  imprefs,  and  delight  reffeffing  minds,  laid 
together  iu  a  manner  io  extenfiveiy  adapted  to  their- 
various  turns  of  undevdandi  ng>  t  ade,  and  temper  ; 
which  people  of  different  anddilfant  countries,  through; 
a  long  fuccedion  of  ages,  have  held  in  fo  much  rever¬ 
ence,  and  read  with  fo  much  advantage  ;  where  it  is  fo 
difficult  to  determine,  winch  are  mod  didinguifhed, 
eafe  and  fimplicity,  or  fubiimity  and  force,  but  where 
all  are  fo  beautifully  united  ;  where  there  is  fo  little  to 
difeourage  the  weaked  fpirit  if  docile,  and  fo  much  to 
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gratify  the  ftrongeft  if  candid ;  where  the  fancy  and 
the  heart,  the  intelleft  and  the  confcience,  are  applied 
to  by  turns  with  fuch  familiarity,  and  yet  fuch  majefty  5 
in  hne,  where  the  frailties,  diforders,  and  diftreffes  of 
human  nature,  are  all  fo  feelingly  laid  open,  and  the 
remedies  which  heaven  has  provided,  fo  tenderly  ap¬ 
plied.  But  to  proceed  :  1  1 

Of  books  in  Divinity  I  do  not  wifh  you  to  read 
Very  many.  Thofe  in  the  way  of  Religious  Contro- 
Veriy,  as  it  is  called,  but  which  are  frequently  written 
m  a  moft  irreligious  fpirit,  that  is,  without  any  candour 
or  fairnefs,  I  do  not  wifh  you  to  read  at  all.  Mere 
argumentative  theology  I  have  never  known  to  im¬ 
prove  the  temper,  or  regulate  the  conduct;  but  often 
to  hurt  both.  Happily  for  you  indeed,  the  female 
take  very  feldom  lies  in  that  way  ;  never,  I  think, 
wnere  there  is  female  fweetnefs,  By  a  good  provi¬ 
dence  you  have  been  taught  “the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je- 
fus.  '  Be  it  your  ambition  to  pra£life,  not  to  difpute 
about  it.  Enjoy  your  faith  in  modeft  filence,  and 
think  well  of  thole  who  differ  from  you  in  opinions,  if 
they  agree  in  morals:  but  learn  to  defpife  the  futility, 
while  you  difcourage  the  impudence,  of  fuch  a*  would 
pretend  to  talk  you  out  of  your  religion.  Be  allured 
they  are  often  empty,  and  always  worthlefs.  If  they 
attempt  it  in  the  fly le  of  banter,  they  oiler  you  an  af¬ 
front.  If  they  arfeft  to  feera  in  earneft,  to  be  forry 
for  your  prejudices,  and  folicitous  to  remove  them  by 
converfation,  and  by  books  which  they  are  ready  to 
lend  you  ;  a  hundred  to  one,  but  they  are  actuated  bv 
the  vvorft  defigns.  Flee  them,  my  fair  pupils,  flee 

them  with  horror,  as  tempters  and  ravageis  at  the  fame 
inflan  t. 

By  making  confcience  of  fincerely  obeying  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  gofpel,  while  you  meekly  embrace  its 
doctrines,  as  they  appear  to  you  fet  forth  in  the  fcrip- 
tures,  you  will  have  the  witnefs  of  its  divinity  within 
yourfeives.  From  thence  you  will  be  difpofed  to 
choofe  and  adhere  to  thofe  writers,  of  whatever  com¬ 
munion,  that  are  calculated  to  make  you  mofl  in  love 
with  your  Saviour^  and  your  duty.  The  formal  and 
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frigid  you  will  naturally  diflike  ;  the  uncbarital/e  and 
illiberal  you  will  nobly  deted  ;  the  trifling  and  fuper- 
ficial  you  will  very  ealily  contemn.  1  hofe  books, 
how  well  foever  recommended,  that  even  in  your  grav¬ 
ed  hours  do  not  attratf  and  perfuade  you,  (I  now  fup- 
pofe  you  pious)  ye  will  readily  perceive  are  not  the 
books  for  you.  Such  as  do  both,  in  a  greater  or  !efs 
degree,  it  is  apparent,  are  adapted  to  your  caft  of 
mind.  Thofe,  in  ihort,  will  be  your  favourite  au¬ 
thors,  whether  in  verfe  or  profe,  whom  you  find  mod 
frequently  new  and  intereftirg  ;  who  prefent  the  mod 
pathetic  pi£fures  of  this  world  and  the  next  ;  who  tell 
you  mod  convincingly  what  you  are,  and  what  you 
ought  to  be  ;  who,  in  a  word,  feem  to  addrefs  them- 
felves  with  the  greated  power  to  the  fpirit  of  ingenui¬ 
ty,  humility,  contrition,  felf  denial,  folid  virtue,  and 
affedlionate  devotion. 

I  take  it  for  granted  you  attend  on  the  Public  Indi- 
tutions  of  religion.  The  fuperior  regularity  of  your 
{ex  in  this  refpetl,  the  men,  to  fay  the  truth,  fhow  ve¬ 
ry  little  inclination  to  difpure.  May  the  women  take 
care  to  convince  them,  that  it  is  fomething  more  than 
mere  regularity  !  In  the  mean  time  I  am  fure,  that 
they  who  perform  their  fird  duties,  are  mucti  more 
likely  to  perform  their  fecond  alio,  than  they  who  do 
not. 

.Let  your  attendance  be  more  than  what  the  world 
calls  decent  :  let  it  he  punfiuai.  She  that  becomes 
deficient  in  fuch  punctuality,  will  foon  become  indif¬ 
ferent  about  the  whole.  Having  omitted  her  duty 
unneceflanl.y  once,  a  fecond,  and  a  third  time,  flic 
will  omit  it  the  fourth  with  lefs  compunction  ;  and, 
ere  long,  will  be  ready  to  negleCt  it  without  any.  It 
is  wonderful,  how  foon  a  fenfe  of  futurity  dies  from 
the  foul.  Have  you  ever  known  it  to  live,  after  the 
Sabbath  was  grown  into  contempt  ?  What^nultitudes 
have  been  forced  to  date  their  ruin  from  that  period. 

But  not  to  fpeak  of  the  openly  profane,  do  thofe 
fanflify  the  Sabbath  to  whom  it  is  not  a  delight,  who 
vifit  the  houfe  of  God  without  preparation,  and  wor¬ 
ship  there  without  devotion  ?  What  fliall  we  fay  of 
.  many 
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many  a  young  woman  who  paffes  for  good  and  pious,  al* 
though  {he  cannot,  for  an  hour  together,  behave  with 
fedatenefs,  or  compofure,  in  the  immediate  prefence 
of  the  Moft  High  ?  That  mind  muft  be  volatile  in¬ 
deed,  which  the  folemnities  of  a  chriftian  affembly  can¬ 
not  fix  for  a  little.  Do  we  wi(h  you  then  to  disfigure 
your  faces  like  the  Pharifees,  to  hang  your  heads  like 
a  bulrufh,  or  to  praftife  religious  grimace  of  any  kind  ? 
No,  Is  even  the  graveft  look,  or  moft  recolle&ed 
manner,  a  certain  fign  of  piety  ?  It  is  not  :  and  yet 
will  you  fay,  that  fuch  a  look  and  manner  are  of  no 
importance  on  fuch  an  occafion  ;  that  they  are  not 
naturally  fuited  to  it  ;  or,  that  the  fpirit  of  piety  may 
very  probably  dwell  in  her  heart  whofe  countenance 
and  carriage,  even  on  that  occafion,  do  not  bear  the 
marks  of  it,  who  even  then  cannot  reftrain  the  rolling 
eye,  forget  the  confcious  air,  or  leave  the  fluttering 
demeanour  ? 

Believe  me,  ladies,  a  different  behaviour  would  ap¬ 
pear  much  more  becoming.  Men  of  fenfe  and  fobri- 
ety  would  entertain  a  much  better  opinion  of  your 
principles  ;  nor  would  it  be  any  difadvantage  to  your 
perions.  Never,  perhaps,  does  a  fine  woman  ftrike 
more  deeply,  than  when,  compofed  into  pious  recol¬ 
lection,  and  poffeffed  with  the  nobleft  confiderations, 
(he  affumes,  without  knowing  it,  fuperior  dignity  and 
new  graces  ;  fo  that  the  beauties  of  hohnefs  feem  to 
radiate  about  her,  and  the  by-ftanders  are  aboil  in¬ 
duced  to  fancy  her  already  worfhipping  amongft  her 
kindred  angels. 

But  to  return  to  the  point  immediately  before  us  ; 
I  fay,  that  the  habit  of  ferioufnefs  and  devotion  in 
church,  will  produce  very  delirable  effefts  on  your 
temper  and  conduCi  out  of  it.  By  beginning  the 
week  well,  you  will  retain,  through  the  remainder,  a 
certain  impreffion  of goodnefs,  that  will  follow  you 
•overy  where  ;  at  the  fame  time  that,  by, fuch  avovsed 
teflimonies'  of  refpeCl  for  your  Maker  and  Saviour, 
you  will  enfure  the  continuance  of  the  divine  bene¬ 
diction  ’and  afliflance,  _f 
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The  great  advantages  arifing  from  a  diligent  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  Preaching  of  the  word,  and  alio  from  an 
early,  frequent,  and  devout  participation  of  the  Lord’s 
fupper,  I  will  not  now  enter  on.  They  are  abundant¬ 
ly  obvious,  and  have  been  frequently  enforced.  But 
I  cannot  quit  the  fubjeft  of  the  Sabbath  without  ob- 
fcrving,  that  to  thoie  who  join  in  the  public  fciviccs 
of  that  day,  its  utility  is  often  totally  defeated  by  their 
reigning  the  evening  to  company  and  recreation  ,  the 
general  tendency  of  thefs  being  to  efface  any  fcnous 
nnprefhons  made  in  the  preceding  part  of  it.  I  or 
iuch  a  praftice  you,  my  fair  charge,  who  have  common¬ 
ly  fo  much  leifure  upon  your  hands,  cannot  plead  the 

leaft  excufe. 

Very  hard  it  is,  if  thofe  who  give  fo  many  other 
evenings  to  amufement,  cannot  find  in  their  heart  to 
give  this,  or  a  part  of  it.  to  God,  Bur,  alas  !  it  is 
that  very  pafiion  for  amufement,  which  prevents  cr 
dulls  the  tafte  for  devotion.  To  her  indeed,  who  will 
not  be  perfuaded  to  refeue  fo  finall  a  portion  of  her 
time  from  the  gaieties  of  the  world  for  the  purpofes  of 
her  falvation,  we  cannot  hope  to  fay  any  thing  that 
will  be  of  ufe.  She  who  cannot  enjoy  the  company 
of  her  Creator  for  an  hour  or  two,  remote  from  all 
other  company,  was  never  initiated  into  the  myfienes 
of  divine  friendfhip  ;  fhe  is  yet  in  her  fins,  “  alienated 
from  the  life  of  God,  dead  while  fhe  lives,”  in  a  fpi- 
ritual  fenfe  dead,  alive  only  to  animal  nature,  and  the 
tumultuous  dreams  of  a  diftempered  mind  :  in  fhort,  a 
poor  giddy  worthlefs  creature,  incapable  of  whatever 
is  wile  or  happy. 

“  Oh  !  lofl  to  virtue,  loft  to  fober  thought, 

Loft  to  the  noble  failles  of  the  foul, 

Who  think  it  fohtude  to  be  alone. 

Communion  fweet  !  communion  large  and  high  ! 

Our  reafon,  guardian  angel,  and  our  God  ! 

Then  neareft  theft*,  when  others  moft  remote  ; 

And  all  ere  long  (hall  be  remote  but  thefe* 

How  dreadful  then  to  meet  them  all  alone, 

A  ft  ranger  unackncwledg’d,  unapprov’d  !” 

T 
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I  tremble  at  the  thought.  Nor  will  it  avail  you,  ir 
j,  caf<:>  t0  plead. even  the  utmoft  exaftnefs  and  cor- 
ancy  in  your  attendance  on  the  fanfluary.  That 
a  one  will  prove  nothmg.  Entertainment 'may  flili 
be  the  idol  winch  you  worfhip,  and  worfhip  even  in 
the  temple  of  Jehovah.  If  you  fav  u  Js  „ot  iet  us 

brtng  you  to  the  left.  When  you  murn  home  from 
the  houfe  of  God,  can  you  retire  with  pleafuro  to 
your  clofets,  tmpofe  filence  on  your  fancies,  command 
your  paffions  to  be  flnl,  exclude  every  thought  of  drefs 
and  dtverfion,  company  and  admiration  ;  review  what 
you  hive  been  doing,  recal  what  you  have  heard, 
make  application,  if  it  admit  of  any  (there  are  few 
dlfcourfes  that  admit  not  of  feme  ;)  and  then  catling 
yourfeives  down  at  thefootftool  of  the  throne  of  God 
pour  out  your  hearts  before  him,  confefs  with  fitnplicl 
.ty  and  furrow,  your  fins  and  corruptions,  implore  the 
grace  o.  repentance  and  remiffion  for  what  is  pafl,  of 
difeernment  to  know  your  duty  for  the  future,  and 
of  fortitude  to  do  it,  forming,  at  the  fame  time,  un¬ 
feigned  refolutions  to  that  purpofe  ;  joining  to  the 
•whole  the  adoration  of  the  divine  attributes,  as  they 
iuccelhvely  or  jointly  rife  to  your  view  ;  and,  finally 
throwing  yourfeives  on  the  divine  raercy  through  Chnft 
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aniwer  in  the  affirmative,  I  will  acknowledge  freely 
that,  next  to  the  daily  tenor  of  a  conduft  uniformly 
chriitian,  lhe  give*  one  of  the  beft  proofs  of  fincerity 
jn  her  religious  prcfellion  ;  nor  is  there  any  rhino’  e> - 
cellent  in  that,  which  I  ffiould  not  expeft  from  a^rae- 
nce  fo  wife  apd  pious.  But  what  is  to  be  expected 
of  thofe  who  know  nothing  of  this  ?  Or  what  can  be 
faid  of  the.r  intentions  in  going  to  church,  who.  the 
moment  they  leave  it,  leave  every  refleftion  which  it 
ought  to  have  imprinted,  and  refolve  to  think  of  relig¬ 
ion  that  day  no  mere  than  if  they  had  not  heard  or 
mentioned  a  fyllable  relating  to  it  f  St.  James  wjil  in¬ 
form  you  who  they  are  like.  They  are  “  like  unto  a 

mm  beholding  his  natural  face  in  a  glafs  ;  for  he  be- 
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itoldeth  himfelf  and  goeth  his  way,  and  draight  way 

fbrgetteth  what  manner  of  man  he  was.” - Do  men 

then  fo  readily  lofe  the  image  of  themfelves  ?  No  : 
But  the  apodle  mud  be  uriderllood  to  fpeak  of  fome 
thoughtlefs  creature,  who, on  looking  accidentally  int©’ 
a  glafs,  and  obferving  certain  fpots  or  Rains  in  his  face, 
which  he  ought  indantly  to  wipe  off,  turns  away  is* 
hade  without  availing  himfelf  of  the  difcavery,  and, 
in  the  purfuit  of  other  objefls,  entirely  neglefls  a  cir- 
cumdance  that  demanded  his  immediate  attention.  I 
leave  you  to  apply  the  remark,  and  only  add  in  gener¬ 
al,  that  the  clofet  mud  enforce  what  the  pulpit  has 
fuggeded  ;  that  as,  like  Lydiaj  you  ihould  attend  dil¬ 
igently  to  the  things  which  are  fpoken  in  the  name  or 
God,  fo,  like  Mary,  you  diould  keep  and  ponder  them 
in  your  hearts  :  and  that  as  Jefus  himfelf,  difmifiing 
the  multitudes  together  with  his  difeiples,  6i  went  up 
into  a  mountain  a  part  to  pray,”  fo  you,  difengaging 
yourfelves  from  the  interruption  of  a  crowd,  and  the 
company  even  of  your  mod  intimate  connexions,  Oiould 
dep  afide  more  particularly  at  the  feafon  in  cpiedion, 
to  converfe  with  his  Father  and  your  Father,  with  his 
God  and  your  God* 

Think  not  from  any  thing  I  have  faid,  that  I  want 
to  fubjefl  you  to  the  rules  of  Jewifh  rigour,  under  the 
mild  difpenfation  of  the  Gofpel.  What  I  propofe  will 
render  the  Chridian  Sabbath  no  lefs  pleafant  than  im¬ 
proving.  Nor  do  I  mean  to  preclude  on  that  day  the 
cheerful  reciprocations  of  holy  friendfhip  ;  which  they 
that  have  a  tade  for  them  will  eafily  ditlinguifh  from 
the  unfeafonable  padrmes  and  promifeuous  vifitings,  in 
which  many  fine  ladies  of  the  prefent  age  pais  their 
Sunday  evenings. 

Thus  I  am  brought  to  fay  fometbing  of  Religious, 
Gonverfation.  An  attempt  to  difeufs  fo  important  a 
topic  would  carry  me  too  far.  To  manage  religious 
conversion  with  propriety  and  advantage,  is,  for  the 
mod  part,  an  affair  of  great  delicacy.  In  the  more  re¬ 
tired  intercourfe  of  congenial  minds,  well  taught  and 
well  furnifhed,  it  may  noi  be  difficult.  But  fuch,  I 
fear,  are  not  often  found  ;  and  even  where  fuch  have 
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the  happrnefs  to  meet,  grave  difcourfe  wilt  require  to 
be  frequently  varied,  relieved,  and  fufpended,  in  order 
to  keep  up  its  relifh. 

Much  fentiment  is  apt  to  overwhelm.  The  foul 
quickly  feeks^  relaxation.  The  bow  cannot  be  long 
bent  without  having  its  elafticity  impaired.  In  general 
company,  fubje&s  of  devotion  and  morality  would,  as 
the  world  goes,  be  utterly  improper.  Good  Lord  1  to 
what  is  this  generation  funk,  that  even  among!!  charac¬ 
ters  otherwife  decent,  a  man  can  feldom  or  ever  in¬ 
troduce  a  folemn  reflexion  without  incurring  the  im¬ 
putation  of  cant  or  impertinence!  When  iball  it  be 
the  mode  to  converfe  like  immortal  beings  ?  Where  is 
the  fafhionable  circle  now,  in  which  a  ferious  observa¬ 
tion  can  be  prudently  hazarded,  if  not  floien  upon 
tnem  with  art  and  infmuation  ?  Neither  is  this  a  part 
for  you  to  take  upon  yourfelves. 

Female  modeffy  is  often  filent;  female  decorum  is 
never  bold.  Both  forbid  a  young  woman  to  lead  the 
converfation  ;  and  true  religion  dreads  every  thing  that 
might  look  ofientatious.  The  moil  prudent  courfc 
you  can  purfue  is  to  affociate,  as  much  as  pofhble,  with 
thofe  that  from  real  principle  love  the  fhade.  With 
them  you  may  fafely  unbofom  yourfelves  on  the  bed 
fubje&s,  without  the  danger  of  ridicule,  or  the  fufpic- 
ion  of  affeflation.  When  the  children  of  W^ifdon^ 
affemble,  out  of  the  light  and  din  of  Folly  ;  what  im« 
provement  and  felicity  ■'crown  the  feene !  How  de» 
light  fully  do  they  then  mingle  fouls  ?  Nor  does  their 
parent  difdain  to  fport  with  her  offspring,  I  mean^ 
that  genuine  piety  knows  how  to  blend  recreation  and 
ftniles  with  fentiment  and  gravity* 

Having  mentioned  Sentiment  fo  often,  I  will  now., 
once  for  all,  offer  you  a  caution,  on  which  I  lay  a  par¬ 
ticular  ff  refs.  It  is  this ;  not  to  miffake  the  capacity 
of  thinking  juftly,  or  of  talking  well,  for  the  fame 
thing  with  a  difpofition  to  aci  wifely.  The  truth  is, 
that  people  are  not  wife  in  confequence  either  of  pro* 
found  knowledge,  or  vaft  learning,  or  beautiful  notions, 
or  the  moff  cultivated  take,  or  the  greateff  ability  in 
difpiaying  thefe  ;  but  by  virtue  of  a  few  pi  ain  notions 
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fettled  into  principles  of  conduft  ;  even  as  people  are 
not  healthy  by  fealling  on  rich  dainties,  or  indulging 
to  a  nice  palate,  but  by  living  on  fimpier  fare,  where 
temperance  does  not  wifh  for  much  variety,  and  w  i«_re 

hunger  does  not  want  it.  . 

Neverthelefs,  there  is  not,  perhaps,  any  thing  that 
flatters  the  human  mind  more  than  depth  or  fluency  or 
remark,  than  compafs  or  facility  of  converfation,  In 
effeff,  they  are  talents  not  often  pofiefied,  and  fuch 
confer  a  fuperiority  felt  by  all,  however,  it  may  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  few.  When  it  is  acknowledged,  fuch, 
praife  tranfports  ;  and  thofe  who  receive  it  let  them- 
felves  down  for  every  thing  that  is  great  and  accom- 
plifhed.  Alas !  they  forget,  that  thefe  are  ftill  at  bell 
but  in  the  fecond  clafs  of  excellence  ;  that  in  a  moral 
view  they  are  of  no  value  5  and  that  fine  difcourie  and 
a  fine  charafler  are  things  totally  diftinff. 

In  reality,  your  befl  talkers  are  very  feldom  your 
beft  livers.  From  their  encomiums  on  virtue,  and  their 
declamations  againft  vice,  they  often  receive  fuch  high 
pleafure  as  with  them  paffes  for  love  of  the  one,  and 
abhorrence  of  the  other  ;  when  it  is  only  perhaps  a 
vain  complacence  in  their  own  powers,  joined  to  that 
natural  fenfe  of  tight  and  wrong,  which  is  common  to 
them  with  all  others.  In  this  they  red,  well  fatisfiei 
to  ieave  to  others  the  leis  fhowy,  and  more  trouble  fome 
part,  which  belongs  to  praflice  I  o  that  aifo  (pecula¬ 
tion  is  frequently  an  enemy,  sn  the  fame  manner  as 
familiarity  is  to  refpeft. 

Religion,  beloved,  is  a  majeifb  form  always  to  be. 
treated  with  reverence  ;  with  affeclion  too,  1  corfiefs,  as 
being  iikewife  an  amiable  form.  But  this  affefiion  re- 
fembles  that  which,  a  wife  fubjecf  would  fhow  for  his 
prince,  into  whofe  friendfhip  he  found  himfelf  graci- 
oufly  admitted.  Such  a  man  would  never  forget  his 
own  fubordination  fo  far,  as  to  drop  the  reverence  clue 
to  royalty.  If  his  prince  condefcended  to  treat  him 
with  the  opennefs  of  confidence,  and  the  carefs  of  joy  ; 
y  et  ihll  would  he  bear  in  mind,  that  he  was  only  a  iub- 
jetl,  and  every  freedom  on  his  fide  would  be  tempered 
with  refpetiful  modelty. 
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r  Perhaps  there  is  nothing  fo  uncommon  as  to  fpeak  ©I 
mvine  objefts  with  the  proper  veneration.  How  have 
^  been  (hocked  to  hear  the  fan&imonious,  yet  auda- 
cious,  prate  of  fome  pretenders  to  religion  !  Thofe  thai 
have  the  ftrongeft  perceptions  of  it  will  be  mod  ftruck 
by  its  fubhmity,  and  mod  confcious  how  far  they  fall 
ihort  of  fo  high  a  dandard.  By  confequence  they  will 
profefs  it  with  the  greated  modefty,  and  mention  it 
wiiu  the  utmofl  caution,  f  hofe  that  are  mod  intimate¬ 
ly  acquainted  with  God  and  themfelves,  will  be  moll 
deeply  impreffed  with  his  grandeur,  and  their  own  lit. 
tienefs,  will  mod  clearly  perceive  the  difference  be- 
tween  knowing  his  will,  and  performing  it,  will  feel 
mod  fenfibly  how  much  eafier  it  is  to  difeant  on  ail 
ms  perfe&ions  than  to  copy  one  of  them. 

,  In  conciufion  ;  let  me  befeech  you,  beyond  all 
things,  to  converfe  much  with  your  Maker  and  your- 
Lives  '}  to  dudy  his  chara£ler  and  your  own  j  to  trace 
his  attributes  wherever  difplayed  ;  to  learn  his  councils 
however  revealed  ;  to  examine  your  confciences  chief¬ 
ly  by  the  written  word  ;  to  canvas  your  pad  aftions^ 
prefent  purfuits,  and  prevailing  views ;  to  approve  or 
condemn,  as  under  his  eye  ;  to  afeertain  your  interefl 
in  the  fnenddup  of  your  Uivine  Sovereign,  and  cher- 
ifh  an  unalterable  Faith  in  his  Spirit  and'  Providence 
as  ever  ready  to  alTift  your  honed,  though  feeble  efl 
forts ;  together  with  a  joyful  a  durance,  that,  if  you 
are  not  wilfully  wanting  to  yourfelves,  you  (hall  at  lad 
attain  immortal  excellence  and  glorv.  through  Jefus 
Chrid  our  Lord,  "  °  w 
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i  Timothy  ii.  8,  9,  10. 

I  will — that  women  adorn  themfelvts  in  modejl  ap*° 
parti,  with  Jkamtfactdncfs  and  fobricty ,  not 
with  broidtred  hair ,  or  gold,  or  pearls,  or  coJl~ 
ly  array ,  but  ( which  bccomtth  women  proftjing 
godlinefs)  with  Good  lVorks0 

OU  have  feen  a  venerable  matron  encircled  witE 
a  race  of  lovely  daughters,  all  different  from  one  ano¬ 
ther,  yet  all  marked  with  an  air  of  mutual  refemb- 
lance,  and  taking  jointly  after  their  honoured  parent,, 
to  whom,  from  time  to  time  they  direfl  their  looks 
with  dutiful  attention  ;  while  me  fmiles  on  each  by¬ 
turns,  luperintends  their  behaviour,  preferibes  their 
feveral  occupations,  encourages  them  in  every  thing 
praife-worthy,  and,  with  a  proper  regard  to  their  ref- 
pefpedive  talents  and  dilpofitions,  trains  them  to 
growing  excellence.  In  her,  my  fair  ones,  you  be¬ 
held  an  emblem  of  religion.  Thus  is  that  molt  dig- 
2iified  of  all  forms  furrounded  by  the  Virtues,  her 
beautiful  offspring  :  thus  do  they  bear  the  lineaments 
of  their  common  delcenf,  and  near  affinity  ;  and  thus 
—-But  I  leave  you  to  trace  the  particulars  of  the  firni- 
litude.  The  general  truth  on  which  it  is  founded, 
feems  plainly  intimated  in  our  text,  where  Godlinefs 
is  aflumed  as  the  leading  principle  of  all  that  the  apof- 
tie  inculcates  on  women.  As  women  prole  ding  Chrif- 
tianity  he  addreffes  them  :  and  whatever  a  conliflencv 
with  that  profeflion  demands,  he  would  be  undcrllood 
to  enjoin.  He  mentions  particularly  model!  apparel, 

fhamelacednefs^ 


fhamefacednefs,  fobriety,  and  Good  Works.  It  novr 
remains  to  enforce  the  laft  of  thefe,  together  with 
thofe  Kind  Affe&ions  which  they  prefuppofe  ;  and 
lo  touch  as  we  go  along,  on  their  Connexion  with  the 
Re  l  igious  Principles  which  gave  them  birth. 

But  before  we  proceed,  truth  requires  one  mortify¬ 
ing  obfervation.  It  is  this,  that-  amongft  the  many 
women  profefling  godlinefs,  the  number  of  thofe  that 
pra&ife  it  is  comparatively  frnall.  In  all  profeflions  the 
mere  pretenders  will  ever  be  numerous.  They  will 
be  moft  fo,  in  thofe  that  are  at  once  reputable  and  dif¬ 
ficult.  That  of  religion,  as  was  formerly  remarked,  is 
approved  of  in  your  fex  even  by  fuch  as  laugh  at  it 
in  ours.  At  the  fame  time  it  is  certain,  that  when 
the  habits  of  piety  have  not  been  very  early  acquired, 
and  very  happily  dire&ed,  by  means  ofa  wife  educa¬ 
tion,  the  rare!!,  as.  well  as  the  greateft  of  blef- 
fings,  the  forming  of  them  afterwards  will  always 
prove  a  tafk  too  arduous,  and  painful,  for  the  generali¬ 
ty  of  thofewho  are  bred  to  diflipation  and  pleafure. 

But  then  on  the  other  hand,  where  this  divine  prin¬ 
ciple  is  cultivated  with  care  and  judgment,  it  is  no  lefs 
certain,  that  we  may  expeft  from  it  the  moft  valuable 
fruits.  And  firft  ;  I  fay,  that  a  young  woman  profef-^ 
ling  godlinefs  with  underftanding,  and  from  choice, 
will  never  be  wanting  in  the  great  article  of  Filial 
Duty.  On  this  fubjeft,  as  on  many  others,  the  fubt- 
ilty  of  fpeculation  has  put  cafes,  which  there  is  little 
probability  of  happening  in  life.  But  where  cafmftry 
is  not  neceflary,  it  is  apt  to  be  hurtful,  by  involving 
the  mind  in  perplexity  and  diflrefs,  if  not  warping  the 
heart  from  that  reOitude  and’ fimplicity,  which,  next 
to  the  immediate  illumination  of  heaven,  are  the  fureft 
guides  to  a  worthy  condufh 

Of  filial  duty  in  all  its  branches  fhe  will  naturally, 
acquit  herfelf  beft,  who  has  the  deepeft  fenle  of  relig-> 
ion.  il  Keep  thy  father’s  commandment,  and  forfake 
not  the  law  of  thy  mother.  Bind  them  continually, 
upon  thine  heart,  and  tie  them  about  thine  neck. 
When  thou  goeft  it  (hall  lead  thee  ;  when  thou  fleep- 
sftj  it  ftiall  keep  thee  }  and  when  thou  wakeft,  it  fhall 
’  '  "  X*\k  J 
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talk  with  thee.  Whofo  revileth  his  father  or  his 
mother,  his  lamp  ihall  be  put  out  in  obfcure  darknefs^ 
The  eye  that  mocketh  at  his  father,  and  defpifeth  to 
obey  his  mother,  the  ravens  of  the  valley  (hall  pick  it. 
out,  and  the  young  eagles  Ihall  eat  it.”  Jefus  was 
fubjeCt  unto  his  parents.  “  Children,  obey  your  par*' 
ents  in  the  Lord  *  for  this  is  right.  Honour  thy  fath¬ 
er  and  mother  (which  is  the  fir/t  commandment  with 
promife)  that  it  may  be  well  with  thee,  and  thou  mayfi 
live  long  on  the  earth.”  Ail  this  a  chriftian  daughter 
has  read  with  attention,  and  reflets  upon  with  awe. 

It  correfponds,  in  fubftance,  with  the  inliinfl  of  na¬ 
ture,  which  it  contributes  at  once  to  corroborate  and 
exalt.  She  who  truly  reverences  her  parent  in  heaven, 
would  tremble  at  the  thought  of  difhonoring  his  repre- 
fentatives  on  earth.  From  their  authority  (lie  has  ac¬ 
quired  the  idea  of  his ;  and  this  laft,  including  all  that 
can  be  conceived  o£  great  and  good,  is  the  command¬ 
ing  idea  of  her  life.  If  your  parents  be  indeed  pious? 
and  you  have  profited  by  their  inftru&ion  and  exam¬ 
ple  ;  how  will  your  natural  refpefct  for  them  be  height¬ 
ened  by  religious  gratitude  !  You  will  think  of  them 
with  fecret  rapture  as  the  inflruments  of  a  happy  and 
immortal  exifience  ;  your  devoteft  prayers  for  their 
prefervation  and  comfort  will  daily  afeend  to  the  throne 
of  God.  Thofe  prayers  will,  at  the  fame  inftanf, 
cherifii  the  affefiions  by  which  they  are  prompted,  and 
{Lengthen  your  refolutions  never,  for  any  confidera- 
tion,  to  tranfgrefs  the  laws  of  filial  piety.  For  how 
could  they  bear  to  be  the  wilful  authors  of  pain  to 
thofe  for  whofe  felicity  they  are  led,  by  every  motive* 
to  prefent  every  day  the  moll  fervent  ^applications  ? 

But  many  of  you  have  not  the  happinefs  of  fuch 
parents  as  I  have  fuppofed.  I  am  heartily  forry  for 
it.  But  the  want  of  principle  in  your  parents  will  not 
dilloive  the  ties  of  duty,  however  it  may  affebl  the  fen- 
timents  of  efteena  :  and  if  you  think  rightly,  it  will  on¬ 
ly  excite  your  endeavours,  by  every  winning,  refpefl- 
fui  way,  to  promote  their  reformation  ;  for  which 
you  will,  at  the  fame  time,  offer  up,  from  the  depth  of 
retirement,  your  fighs  and  vows  to  him  who  has  the 
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Keans  of  all  in  hts  hand.  In  truth,  I  am  inclined  to 

thar  ^  ihat’  ‘*.,her'be  any  one- thing  more  likely 
than  another  to  draw  down  the  grace  of  converfion  on 

parent,  it  is  fuch  a  condua  in  a  child.  Ah,  mv 
young  f.ends,  what  honour  and  joy  would  in  this  cafe 
e  yours .  W  hat  a  noble  fupenority  to  thofe  unfeel- 
mg  creatures  of  your  fbx,  who  Ihow  no  folicitude  with 
regard  to  their  parents,  but  how  to  obtain  from  them 

,TVT  a!t,clecof  ,dr^  or  ether  gratification,  on 
■'-K.d  they  have  fixed  thesr  foolifh  fancies ! 

-but  fome  of  yon  complain,  that  your  parents  are 
rue  and  tyrannical.  I  fynipathize  with  you  yet 
more  if  your  complaint  be  juft.  But  what  do  you 
mean  y  iuel  and  Tyrannical  ?  1  hat  they  will  not 
‘n  U  f>e  your  extravagant  vanity,  or  that  they  cboofe 
to  rellratn  you  from  purfuits  which  they  are  appre- 
henfive  would  be  hurtful  ?  1 1  is  a  wife  and  kind  fe- 

verily  tfftvcmy  it  mud  be  termed.  How  much  are 
you  indebted  to  them  for  preventing,  by  a  little  tem¬ 
porary  mortification,  real  and  permanent  infelicity  t 
£>ot  to  fay  that  a  fmall  degree  of  delicacy  and  com 
iideraticn  would  leach  you  to  fpare  them  in  points 
where  your  Hattons  and  their  circumflances  concur  it 
raay  be,  to  render  your  requefls  particularly  improper. 

but  I  will  fuppofe  the  word,  that  they  are  really 
hard-hearted,  and  unnaturally  rigid.  It  is  a  mighty- 
tual.  lo  bear  it  well  will  require  all  the  fortitude  of 
iatth.  Here  then  is  an  opportunity  for  difplayino 
y.cur  principles  in  their  utmoll  power.  You  are  cal¬ 
led  forth  to  the  conflift,  as  into  a  field  ofbattle,  where 
even  your  lex  may  reap  immortal  laurels.  She  is  a 
fieroine^  indeed,  whole  regard  for  her  parents  no  un-  - 
^indneis  of  theirs  can  conquer. 

But  they  would  force  you  to  facrifice  your  haopi- 

f}*  a  man  nwh™  you  cannot  love.  There  your 
iubmiffion  mud  flop.  No  rules  of  duty  can  oblige 
you  to  involve  yourfelves  in  mifery  and  temptation, 
by  entering  into  engagements  to  loye  and  to  honour, 
where  your  hearts  withhold  their  confent, — Barba¬ 
rous  wretches,  and  bafe,  to  offer  thus  to  difpole  of 
your  children,  as  you  would  of  your  caule,  to  the 
-  *  higheS . 
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•highefl  bidder;  to  attempt,  againft  every  maxim  of 
Nature  and  Religion,  to  drag  the  reluXant  victims  to 
the  altar,  and  compel  them,  in  the  mod  folemn  man¬ 
ner,  to  profefs  what  they  do  not  mean,  and  to  vow 
what  they  cannot  perform  ! 

I  am  willing  however  to  believe,  that  fuch  compul- 
fion  is  uled  but  feldom.  The  greated  danger  is,  led 
you,  my  unexperienced  friends,  fhould  be  tempted  to 
iorm  the  mod  important  of  all  connexions,  without 
the  approbation  of  y'our  parents.  What  fhall  we  fay 
in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  Where  the  refolution  is  once  form¬ 
ed,  he  that  fhould  undertake,  by  any  methods  of  dif- 
fuafion,  to  prevent  its  being  executed,  might  as  well 
propofe  to  check  a  torrent  rufhing  from  the  top  of  a 
mountain.  But  we  would  addrefs  you  while  in  fober 
ienfes,  before  your  imagination  is  perverted  and  in« 
flamed.  Allure  yourfelves,  <my  young  hearers,  the 
dep  in  quedion  is  very  feldom  taken  but  it  is  fin- 
cereiy  repented  ;  with  this  bitter  addition,  that  fuch 
repentance  can  do  no  good, 

1  he  paflion  that  guided  and  hurried  the  parties  is 
quickly  abated.  There  is  nothing  fo  tranfient,  as  the 
.entbuhafm  of  mere  youthful  lovers  after  marriage. 
And  now  that  reflexion  takes  place,  and. conferences 
begin  to  prefs ;  a  theufand  improprieties,  fears  and 
disquietudes,  unthought  of  before,  rife  up  to  view  and 
quite  difenchant  our  romantic  adventurers.  It  js  in„ 
deed  wonderful,  what  appearances  of  ft'rmnefs  and  fat- 
i^faXion  a  woman  in  fuch  a  fttuation  will  bear  before 
the  world,  ip  order  to  juftify  her  choice.  But  furely 
unhappinefs  is. not  leffenedby  being  devoured  in  fecret 
and  in  public  difguifed.  Perpetual  reftraint  is  perpet¬ 
ual  vv retched nefs^—  Allow  me  to  repeat  it.  Under  the 
immediate  impulfe  of  a  violent  attachment,  I  fhould 
iiardly  give  you  or  rny  felf  the  trouble  to  argue  :  but 
while  you  are  difingaged  and  calm,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  remind  you  that  a  parent,  generally  fpeakiW  is 
much  more  likely  fo  judge,  with  foundnefs,  for  a 
daughter,  than  (he  is  for  herfelf ;  that  fancy  alone  is 
£00  fangume  a  counfellor  to  be  a  prudent  one;  that 
proteflatior.5  of  eternal  fidelity,  of  uninterrupted  affec. 
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tion,  made  in  the  heat  of  blood,  have  no  folid  bafts ;  im 
a  word,  that  the  deliberate  advice,  which  is  dilated 
alike  by  length  of  days,  knowledge  of  the  world,  and 
earneft  folicitude  for  a  child's  welfare,  ought  to  be  re¬ 
lied  upon,  rather  than  the  hafty  conclufions  of  juvenile 
deftre. 

After  all,  it  is  certain,  that  the  wifeft  parents  may 
be  miftaken  about  the  man  with  whom  they  wifti  a 
daughter  to  be  conneXed.  But  {he  that  marries  with 
the  fanXion  of  their  countenance,  will  from  that,  and 
from  their  continued  or  even  augmented  kindnefs,  de¬ 
rive,  in  the  cafe  of  difappointment,  a  confolation 
which  {he  could  not  enjoy  •,  had  {he  brought  it  on 
herfelf  by  her  own  indifcretion  and  obftinacy. 

One  thing  here  mud  not  be  forgotten  ;  that  the  re¬ 
flexion  of  having  aXed  undutifully,  in  this,  or  any 
other  inftar.ce  of  importance,  to  thofe  who  gave  you 
birth,  were  alone  fufficient  to  poifon  the  whole  pleaf- 
ure  of  life  ;  that  is,  if  you  be  not  loft  to  every  ingen¬ 
uous  impreftion  ;  but  efpecially  {hould  their  death  put 
it  for  ever  out  of  your  power  to  make  atonement.  The 
horrors  of  guilt,  that  in  fuch  a  circumftance  are  apt 
to  haunt  and  diftraX  the  mind,  more  particularly  if  the 
parents  were  uncommonly  worthy,  I  have  had  repeat¬ 
ed  opportunities  of  obferving,  but  have  no  adequate 
language  to  exprefs  !  So  profound  is  the  conviXion 
implanted  by  feature  of  the  facrednefs  of  filial  piety  ! 
Need  I  add,  that  this  extends  fo  far  as  to  demand  fub- 
miffion  in  every  cafe,  where  your  duty  to  God  or 
your  peace  of  mind  does  not  interfere  ? 

But  it  is  not  fubmiftion  alone  that  is  demanded  ; 
nor  will  {he  prove  in  any  relation  an  amiable  charac¬ 
ter,  who  does  not  (how  herfelf  an  afteXionate  daught¬ 
er.  On  the  other  hand,  when  a  young  woman  be¬ 
haves  to  her  parents  in  a  manner  particularly  tender 
and  refpeXful,  I  mean  from  principle  as  well  as  na¬ 
ture,  there  is  nothing  good  or  gentle  that  may  not  be 
expeXed  from  her,  in  whatever  condition  (he  is  plac¬ 
ed.  Of  this  I  am  fo  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that, 
were  1  to  advifc  any  friend  of  mine  as  to  his  choice  of 
a  wife,  I  know  not  whether  my  very  firft  counfet 
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would  not  be,  u  Look  out  for  one  didinguifhed  by 
her  attention  and  fweetnefs  to  her  parents,  1  be  fund 
of  worth  and  affection  indicated  by  fuch  a  behaviour, 
joined  to  the  habits  of  duty  and  confideration  thereby 
contracted,  being  transferred  to  the  married  Rate,  will 
not  fail  to  render  her  a  mild  and  obliging  companion. 
Your  fituation  in  life,  which  keeps  you  more  at 
home  than  fons,  together  with  the  turn  of  your  edu¬ 
cation,  and  the  foftnefs  of  your  frame,  that  fit  you  for 
a  thoufand  little  foothing  offices,  as  well  as  domeflic 
fervices,  which  they  eannot  properly  perform,  feern  to 
point  out  to  you  a  peculiar  fphere  of  filial  excellence. 
And  here  I  pleafe  rayfeif  with  the  thought,  that  fame 
of  your  bofoms  are,  at  this  moment,  throbbing  with 
tendernefs  towards  afick  or  aged  parent,  whom  heaven, 
willing  to  furnifh  a  field  for  the  exercife  of  ail  your 
gratitude  and  zeal  has,  at  lad,  thrown  upon  your  care, 

I  think  I  fee  you,  my  charming  friend,  like  fome  - 
guardian  angel,  tending,  day  and  night,  the  bed  of  an 
honoured  father,  who  has  loft  your  mother,  and  who 
is  worn  out  with  toil,  and  years,  and  pain,  I  fee  you 
lidening,  in  deeped  fiience,  to  catch  the  lead  intima¬ 
tion  of  his  wifhes.  1  fee  you  watching  eagerly  every 
look,  to  learn  his  wants  before  he  fpeaks  them  ;  now 
gently  raiOng  his  languid  head  to  fmooth  the  pillow,  or 
miniiler  fome  reviving  cordial ;  and  then  wiping  from 
his  reverend  face,  the  cold  fweats,  that  begin,  perhaps-, 
to  announce  the  approach  of  his  end.  His  groans  are 
anfwered  by  dghs  dealing  from  you,  but  fuddenly  fup- 
preffed,  for  fear  of  adding  to  his  anxiety  on  your  ac¬ 
count,  To  be  the  indrument  of  imparting  to  him  a 
minute’s  comfort,  a  minute’s  eafe,  is  rapture.  Mean 
while  the  good  old  man’s  eyes  are  now  turned  to  you, 
with  all  the  unutterable  fondnefsof  paternal  love,  melt¬ 
ed  by  thofe  marks  of  duty  ;  anon  they  are  lifted  to 
heaven  in  thankfgiving  for  luch  a  child,  and  fupplica- 
tion  for  everiading  blelfings  on  your  head. — .Great 
God,  what  mud  a  mind  like  yours  experience  in  this 
conjunfture  !  Where  is  the  daughter  of  Difobedience 
or  Folly,  that  ever  felt  in  the  gay  eft  hour,  a  fatisfac- 
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fcious  piety  diffufes  through  your  bleedin?  heart? 
N  or  will  thefe  exalted  fenfations  be  at  all  diminifhed, 
if  (Providence  having  denied  the  fupplies  which  afflu¬ 
ence  gives)  your  virtue  has  prompted  you  by  your  la¬ 
bour  or  ingenuity,  or,  it  may  be,  by  parting  with  fom# 
admired  ornament  worn  in  your  better  days,  to  procure 
for  a  parent  in  thofe  circumflances  neceffary  fupporf, 

>  ®r  feafonable  refrefhment. 

Let  me  next  fay  fomewhat  concerning  Sifterly  Af- 
feffion.  66  Behold  how  good  and  how  plealant  it  it 
for  brethren,5 5  and  fitters, “  to  dwell  together  in  unity  !** 
Precious  ointment  is  not  more  grateful  to  the  fmell, 
nor  morning  dew  more  refrefhing  to  the  fight,  than  do- 
meftic  love  is  to  the  foul.  Reprefent  to  yourfelves  a 
numerous  young  family,  free  from  care  and  animofity, 
full  of  reverence  for  their  Maker  and  their  parents, 
ambitious  to  pleafe  and  to  excel;  in  a  word,  pious, 
dutiful,  friendly,  happy  ;  where  the  good  humour  and 
good  fenfe  of  each  contribute  to  the  eafe  and  enter¬ 
tainment  of  all  ;  while  thofe  agreeable  diverfities  of 
temper  and  underilanding  that  take  place  amongtt  them  - 
ferve,  like  difcords  in  miific,  to  carry  on  the  intellec¬ 
tual  harmony.  Who  would  not  wifh  to  be  acquainted 
in  fuch  a  houfe  ;  who  would  not  confider  it  as  the  abode 
of  felicity  ;  I  hope  I  paint  no  unufual  fcer.e. 

Whe  re  the  members  are  but  few,  felicity,  perhaps, 
is  not  fo  often  found  ;  unlefs  it  be  in  the  more  fhady 
walks  of  life,  where  love  and  innocence  delight  to  fre¬ 
quent.  And  why  is  it  not?  When  I  fee  two  fiflers, 
both  of  them  pleafing,  and  both  eftcemed.  living  to¬ 
gether  without  jealoufy  or  envy,  yielding  to  one  anoth¬ 
er  without  aftefiation,  and  generoufly  contending  who 
fhall  do  mcfl  to  advance  the  confequence  and  happinefs 
of  her  friend  ;  I  am  highly  delighted  :  dare  I  add,  the 
niore  highly,  that  fuch  charafters  are  not  very  common  ! 
And  why  are  they  not  ?  The  love  of  a  filler  for  her 
brothers  is  much  more  ufual,  Whence  does  this  too 
proceed?  Examine  your  own  hearts  on  thefe  feverai 
points.  Pofhbly  they  can  explain  to  you  the  differ¬ 
ence.  fo  obfervable  where  there  is  a  competition,  and 
where  there  is  none,  or  where  any  tendencies  towards 
it  are  happily  loft  in  the  involutions  of  a  larger  number. 

Martha 
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young  women. 

Martha  of  Bethany  was,  on  the  whole,  a  Worthy 

woman.  She  certainly  loved  her  ^^.oa  w  th  ncere 
devotion.  Her  lol.citude  to  entertain  him  m  thebett 
manner  fhe  could  devife,  was  the  «fult  of 
But  it  was  carried  to  an  extreme  ,  11  .  r  tu- 

du£l  fiiould  have  taught  her  wifdom.  n 

fXoniied  of  her  fault,  while  Mary  is  commended 

for  her  better  behaviour.  Mariha,  i  .  » 

careful  and  troubled  about  many  things .  but  one  thing 
is  needful ;  and  Mary  hath  chofen  that  good  par ^  whi  . 
fliall  not  be  taken  away  from  her.  V\  hat  pity  inat 
any  tinBure  of  ill  humour,  under  whatever  dilguilc, 
fiiould  have  place  in  any  bread  where  jefus  is  revered  . 
Surely  there  is  nothing  more  beautiful  in  a  chnltiau 
woman  than  good  temper,  and  kind  afiection,  upon  a, 

OCCIwas  once  acquainted  with  a  lady,  who  feemed  to 
be  held  up  by  Providence,  as  an  example  of  ue  join 
power  of  thefe,  and  of  divine  principle.  She  Hit  her 
father  early.  Her  mother’s  want  of  health  made  u 
necelfary  for  her  to  exert  herfelf  with  doub  e  affiduttv 
and  attention,  in  a  family  by  no  means  {mail,  of  which 
fhe  was  the  eldelt  child.  She  was  naturally  active,  to 
a  degree  very  uncommon  in  one  of  her  difpofition, 
which  was  the  fofted  and  meeked  that  can  be  conceiv¬ 
ed  She  had  imbibed,  from  her  infancy,  the  deepe.t 
fenfe  of  devotion,  that  I  have  ever  known.  It  was  a 
devotion  of  that  kind,  which,  meeting  with  a  heart 
originally  upright,  produces  uniform  excellence.  i>uch 
excellence  was  hers.  When,  in  the  courle  of  a  few 
.  years,  her  extraordinary  charafler  recommended  her  to 
the  choice  of  a  man  of  lingular  worth,  and  good  for¬ 
tune  :  fhe  did  not,  with  the  felfiflinefs  common  on  fuch 
occadons,  forget  her  mother  or  the  family  the  had  left 
behind  her  ;  but  continued,  with  the  entire  approba¬ 
tion  and  cordial  concurrence  of  her  hufband,  to  mam- 
fed  her  filial  and  fiderly  regards  in  the  mod  edettual 
manner.  She  was  none  of  thefe  narrow-fouled  women, 
who,  no  fooner  dep  into  houfes  of  their  own,  than  they 

£eem  to  have  all  their  affe&ions  and  ideas  abforbed  in 

their 


sheir  new  condition  ;  relinquishing  at  once  the  bell 
companions  of  their  youth  ;  dropping  the  pen  of 
friendly  correfpondence,  and  fhrinkmg  up  into  a  little 
wretched  circle  of  anxieties,  that  exclude  every  liberal 
fentiment,  and  every  enlarged  connexion.  When  the 
mother  of  this  lady  died,  which  happened  not  long  af¬ 
ter,  Ihe  became  a  motherdo  the  helplefs  orphans,  fuper- 
intended  their  education,  watched  over  their  deport¬ 
ment,  promoted  their  fettlement  in  the  world,  and 
fympathized  with  them  in  all  their  diflrelfes.  When 
they  alfo  fpread  out  into  families,  {he  a&ed  like  a  pa¬ 
rent  to  their  children. — 1  o  her  own,  of  whom  {he  had 
many,  blefled  Lord,  what  a  parent!  Was  it  poflible 
for  them  not  to  love  one  another,  with  fuch  a  pattern 
before  them,  and  with  fuch  inftrublions  as  {he  gave 
them?  For  they  too  were  deprived  of  their  father, 
while  the  greater  part  were  very  young.  Her  inftruc* 
tions  were  pious  and  wife  :  but  it  was  her  example,  it 
was  that  ineffable  charm  of  humble  worth  and  modeft 
dignity,  of  maternal  complacence  and  mildnefs  almoft 
unparalleled,  which  rendered  them  irrefiftible,  and 
dmufed  among!!  all  about  her  the  fpirit  of  amity  and 
the  fmile  of  happinefs.  You  will  not  be  furprifed  if 
I  fubjoin,  that  there  were  many  other  families  who 
flared  in  her  labours  of  love,  and  among  the  reft,  a 
very  large  one,  the  Poor  ;  whofe  bleflings  attended  her 
through  life,  and  whole  tears  followed  her  to  the  grave  ; 
for  when  {he  died,  they  alfo  had  loft  a  mother.  It  1*3 
hard  to  fay  upon  the  whole,  whether  fhe  was  moll  be* 
loved,  or  venerated,  by  thofe  who  knew  her.  But  I 
ufed  to  think  that,  wherever  fhe  appeared,  her  pre¬ 
fence  infpired  fenfations  fomewhat  like  thofe  we 
Uiould  probably  feel,  if  we  beheld  a  good  angel. 

And  thus  I  come  naturally  to  fpeak  of  Good  Works 
in  a  comprehenfive  view  ;  that  is,  thofe  which  proceed 
from  kindnefs  and  compafhon  in  general.  When 
fuch  difpofitions  predominate,  let  it  be  cbferved,  in 
the  firft  place,  that  they  are  ingenious  to  difeover,  and 
diligent  to  improve,  thofe  ways  and  means  ol  benifi- 
cence,  which  pafs  unregarded  by  the  giddy  and  un¬ 
feeling,  Many  of  you,  my  honoured  audience,  have 

it 
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it  not  in  your  power,  through  the  obfcurity  of  your 
Situation  Lnd  the  ftraitnefs  of  your  ctrcumftances,  to 

indie  the  generous  propenlions  of  your  nature - 

Wh'fe  thcnifands  of  your  Vex  are  inflamed  with  the 

emulation  of  beauty,  or  agitated  y  1  e  C?‘’  ratjge(J 
valfhip,  or  miferable  becaufe  they  cannot  be  gratths id 
with  Lit  an  article  of  (how  or  adtmtted  ini to  ft «h 
party  ofpleafure  ;  you  are  fightng,  eca  <t 

Lore  extenl.vely  to  fuccour  indigence,  »r  *ff;c 

tually  to  comfort  lorrow.  Your  fighs,  beloved,  are 
heard  in  heaven  ;  your  Withes  are  regtftered  there  un¬ 
der  the  bead  of  Virtues  ;  the  willing  mad  »  weep*- 
ed  now  and  {hall  be  recompenfed  at  the  refurrection 
of  the  juft  ;  your  lead  good  deed  {hall  not  be  forgot¬ 
ten  by  him  Jho  marked  and  applauded  the  widows 
mite  ^  “  Whofoever  {hall  give  to  drink  unto  a  fol¬ 
lower  of  Jefus,  u  a  cup  of  cold  water  only,  in  the 

name  of  a  difciple,  verily  I  fay  u"t°5fou,nhelJ‘  !  hv 
no  wife  lofe  his  reward.  You  (hall  be  eftunated  by 

the  largenefs  of  your  hearts  not  by  the  fue  of  your 

fortunes.  “  The  liberal  foul,  that  devifeth  liberal 
things,”  that  executes  what  it  can,  and  hops  only 
where  it  mull,  or  rather  goes  on  panting  and  praying 
for  that  happinefs  to  the  human  race  which  u  cannot 
have  the  joy  of  imparting  : — how  honourab.e  in  the 

fight  of  God !  ,  ,  ,f 

Let  me  remind  you  farther  of  what  ought  alfo  to 

folace  you  amidft  ali  your  kind  cares.  Human  hap¬ 
pinefs  is  made  up  of  many  little  ingredients,  with  a 
few  principal  ones  ;  and  next  to  religion,  thote  in 
reality  contribute  to  it  mod  largely,  who  give  the 
(Treated  confolation  by  their  fympathy,  and  the  great - 
ed  pieafure  by  their  fnendftiip.  Fnendfhip  and  fym¬ 
pathy,  when  thoroughly  awake,  are  condantly  em¬ 
ployed  in  numberlefs  pleafing  fervices,  and  amtab  e 
attentions,  to  which  language  cannot  appropriate 
names  :  but  which  the  heart  of  the  perfon  obliged 
feels,  and  which  rebounds  with  redoubled  delight  on 
the  heart  of  the  perfon  obliging.  I  go  farther,  and 
fay,  that  the  very  idea  ofyour  being  diipofed  to  oblige 
is  obligation  ;  becaufe  it  is  in  tiled  agreeable,  and  we 
6  Us  ar« 
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VV  ho  has  not  likewife  remarked,  that  in  doint*  he 
nevolent  th.ngs  there  is,  both  as  to  the  time  atfd  the 

^  value  evt 

,  n  rr  a  lhe  mannerm  particular,  is  of  mar- 
.ools  ehea.  A  charitable  aftion,  gracefully  done, 

A  ,c" ,dor‘f-  io  fo,Ile  P^ple  one  would  be  willing 
to  owe  almoft  every  thing,  fo  handfomely  do  they  con? 

a  kindnefs  ;  while,  from  others,  a  iavour,  for  the 
oppofite  reafon,  is  a  load.  But  who  To  capable  of  de- 
.  bJ  ‘tie  manner,  yet  more  than  by  the  deed  it- 

fa  I  25  4  rT  y/0Ung  woman>  whofe  words,  and 

iaides,  and  foftnefs,  arc,  to  the  latl  of  thefe,  what  a. 

a'Itlful  iymp.iony,  and  judicious  accompaniment  in 
iU<ic  are  to  a  well-managed  voice  ? 

in  truth,  the  advantages  which  your  fex  and 
-&e  arxord  you  m  this  divine  employment  of  doin^ 
good,  are  not  to  he  expreffied,  Would  to  God  vour 
Ze*1  were ,>£  proportion  to  it  !  Forgive  me,  Pro- 

•ti.ants,  if,  on  this  occafion,  I  remark  with  concern, 
^iow  far  many  of  you  are  outdone  by  multitudes  in  the 
•  nurc  °f.  ^orne>  cfpecialty  among!!  her  female  vota- 
ne».  l  heir  frequent  vifits  to  the  abodes.of  misfortune 
an.  pain,  of  poverty  and  ficknefs,  thetr  gentle  mini f- 
trations  to  the  fufferers,  their  hooping  fo  meekly  to 
themeaneli  offices  of  compaffiion,  offices  of  which  the 
inoil  diiiant  thought  would  fhoek  the  falfe  refinement 
a  gfyiady,  iiave  to  me,  I  mu  ft  own,  nocwithftand- 
Ino  the  errors  of  their  faith,  hill  placed  them  in  a 
point  of  light  highly  refpettable  and  engaging.  Who 
J-elP  m2  to  a  reafon,  why  a  practice  fo  Chrilf- 
tll;e  is  not  adopted  in  this  country,  where  the  gofpel 
is  profeffed  in  fo  much  purity  ?  Are  we  afraid  of  be¬ 
ing  thought  to  embrace  the  tio&nne  of  Merit  by  (rood 
Tvorks,  entertained  in  that  church?  It  cannot  bet 
amongft  thofe  who  have  learnt  the  truth  as  it  is  in  je- 
ius.  None  furely  was  ever  more  felf-denied  on  this 
head  than  St,  Paul  ;  yet  St.  Paulas  a  flame  of  ciia. 
rity.  In  his  doctrine,  and  in  his  conduct,  grace  and 
virtue,  faith  and  good  works,  went  hand  in  hand,  in- 
feparable  and  triumphant*  Ah, 
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Ah,  ye  fair  ones  of  Britain,  who  doat  on  the  parade 
of  public  aflemblies,  and  fail  along  in  the  full-blown 
pride  of  fafhionable  attire,  of  which  the  lealt  append¬ 
age  or  circumftance  mull  not  be  difcompofed  ;  thought- 
lefs  of  human  wo ;  infenfible  to  model!  worth  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  pining  in  many  afolitary  refidenceof  w  ant— ye  gau^ 
dy  flutterers,  u  with  hard  hearts  under  foft  raiment ; 
how  much  more  brilliant  and  beautiful  would  ye  ap« 
pear  in  the  eye  of  faints  and  angels,  were  ye  now  and 
then  to  exchange  thofe  fcenes  of  felfilh  Iplendor  for 
the  gloomy  dwellings  of  wretchednefs,  in  order  to  light 
»hem  up  by  your  pity  and  beneficence  !  1  bluih  for 
manv  of  my  countrywomen,  po  lie  lied  of  fortune,  who 
have  never  yet  learnt  its  nob  left  and  happieft  uie  ;  in 
v/hofe  ears  the  circulated  whilper  of  a  well-dreiled 
crowd  admiring  their  appearance,  is  a  more  graceful 
found  than  the  praife  of  widows  and  orphans  lhanng 
their  bounty  *,  who  prefer  the  empty  breath  of  adula¬ 
tion  to  the  bleiTings  of  them  that  were  ready  to  periih. 

God  be  thanked,  there  are  exceptions.  Among  the 
reft  i  recoiled,  with  peculiar  pieafure,  one  lady  o£ 
rank,  whole  name  is  never  mentioned  by  thofe  who, 
know  her,  without  calling  up  the  image  of  Charity  ; 
who,  havjng  no  family  of  her  own,  has  adopted  the  in¬ 
digent  and  defervmg  ;  whofe  whole  life,  not  a  fhort 
orie,  has  been  devoted  to  munificence  ;  who,  in  a  word, 
teems  to  regard  her  wealth  merely  as  a  fund  depofued, 
in  her  hands  by  the  Almighty,  to  be  laid  out,  with  the 
ftfitteft  faithfuinefs,  for  the  'god-like  purpole  of  mak- 
intr  thouiands  happy;  Exalted  creature  !  ^  bow  hon¬ 
ourable,  independant  of  thy  birth  }  how  bf-ffed,  to 
underhand  fo  well  the  deftination  of  riches  !  A  rare* 
anti  as  it  fliould  feem  from  this  circumftance,  a  difficult 
feience!  Juftly  might  the  poet  exclaim,. 

“The  rich  muft  labour  to  po fiefs  their  own. 

To  feel  their  great  abundance  ;  and  requell 
Their  humble  friends  to  help  them  to  be  bleft  ;• 

'fo  iee  their  treafures,  hear  their  glory  told, 

Aod  aid  the  wretched  impotence  of  gold. " 
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He  adds  indeed,  - 

6i  But  fome,  great  fouls !  and  touch’d  with  warmth  di¬ 


vine, 


Give  gold  a  price,  and  teach  its  beams  to  fliine. 

All  hoarded  treafures  they  repute  a  load  ! 

Nor  think  their  wealth  their  own,  till  well  beflow’d. 


Amongft  the  properties  of  a  Virtuous  Woman,  in 
that  celebrated  paffage  formerly  furveyed,  it  is  faid, 
ii  She  flretcheth  forth  her  hand  to  the  poor,  and  reach- 
eth  her  hand  to  the  needy  On  which  it  has  been 
remarked,  that,  after  her  induftry  for  the  acquiring  of 
wealth  is  defcribed,  her  liberality  is  next  mentioned, 
as  being  the  principal  ufe  ihe  made  of  it,  and  precedes 
her  providing  fcarlet  for  her  houfhold,  or  fine  linen  and 
purple  for  herfclf.  What  fhall  we  call  thofe  women, 
who  either  never  think  of  the  poor  at  all,  or  never  till 
they  have  firfl  facrificed  to  fuperfluity  and  pride  ? 

Where  are  thofe  female  penitents  of  this  land,  that, 
like  her  of  Judea,  convert  the  infiruments  of  their  for¬ 
mer  folly  and  extravagance  into  matter  of  humiliation 
and  piety  ;  that  confecrate,  io  to  fpeak,  the  fpoils  of 
Vice,  by  offering  them  at  the  feet  of  their  Saviour, 
while  they  proftrate  themfelves  there  in  deep  contri¬ 
tion  ?— -The  poor  you  have  always  with  you  ;  and 


by  fhowing  mercy  to  them  you  may,  at  once,  fhow 
your  refpetf  for  him,  and  help  to  enfure  mercy  for 
yourfelves. 

It  is  worthy  your  obfervation,  that  in  the  lift  of 
female  names  recorded  in  fcripiure  with  renown,  that 
of  Tabitha  hands  marked  with  a  particular  note  of 
approbation,  as  i6  a  difciple  who  was  full  of  Good 
Works,  and  alms  which  Ihe  did.”  What  a  glorious 
memorial!  And  what  additional  honour  does  it  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  account  immediately  following !  -f bis 
excellent  woman  dies.  An  apoflie  is  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  He  is  lent  for  in  ha  fie  ;  he  arrives  ;  he  is 
conduced  to  the  chamber  of  the  deceafed.  Her  fe¬ 
male  friends  Rand  by  him  “  weeping,  and  fhowing  him 
the  coats  and  garments  which  {he  had  made”  for  ihe 
poor*  How  natural  a  circumftance;  and  how  elo¬ 
quent  1 


/ 


m 


young 


WOMEN. 


quent !  He  felt  it ;  “  kneeled  down  and  prated,  and 
turning  him  to  the  body,  faid,”  with  a  voice  of  pow¬ 
er,  <4Tabitha,  arife  working  a  miracle  to  reftore  a 
life  fo  ufeful.  From  this  amiable  perfon’s  being  de¬ 
nominated  in  the  hiftory  a  Difciple,  I  would  only  re¬ 
mark,  that  in  thofe  days  a  Chriftian  was  known  and 
characterized  by  real  excellence  ;  whereas  every  thing 
now  is  a  chriftian,  not  excepting  her  who  never,  but 
when  forced,  went  into  the  houfeof  mourning  ;  never 
knew  the  joy  of  giving  purely  for  the  love  of  God, 
without  expetling  any  tiling  again  \  let  me  add,  never 
denied  herfelf  one  trapping  of  Vanity  to  clothe  the 
naked,  nor  one  indulgence  of  Luxury  to  feed  the  hun¬ 
gry.— Alas  !  my  poor  friend,  what  wilt  thou  fay  for 
thyfelf  at  the  tribunal  of  Jefus?  I  leave  with  thee 
that  queftion  :  anfwer  it  to  thy  confcience,  as  in  the 
prefence  of  thy  judge.  You  have  read  the  procefs 
which  he  will  obferve,  nor  can  you  have  forgot  it*. 

On  thefe  points  it  were  eafy  to  enlarge  at  great 
length,  and  with  exa£t  method.  I  am  willing  how¬ 
ever  to  hope,  that,  by  the  grace  of  God,  a  few  hints, 
thus  thrown  out  with  ,plainnefs  and  afte&ion,  may  fuf- 
fice,  to  every  mind  that  is  open  to  the  fentiments  of 
humanity  ;  but  efpecialiy  to  every  heart  that  is  im- 
preffed  with  the  principles  of  religion.  It  is  thefe 
principles,  my  honoured  hearers,  that  ferve,  beyond 
every  thing  elfe,  to  enlarge  and  infpire  thofe  fenti- 
raents.  It  is  the  love  of  God,  the  faith  of  Jefus,  and 
the  hope  of  immortality,  that  chiefly  expand  affeCtion* 
and  animate  zeal.  The  divine  character  is  the  fover- 
eign  ftandard  of  benevolence,  the  chriftian  inftitution 
its  brighteft  difplay,  and  a  happy  futurity  its  highefl: 
reward.  Can  you  worfhip  the  Univerfal  Father,  and 
not  feel  for  his  family  ?  Can  you  believe  in  the  Com¬ 
mon  Saviour,  and  not  live  to  thofe  for  whom  he  died  ? 
Can  you  contemplate  yonder  world  of  friendftiip,  and 
not  anticipate  its  joys,  and  not  chenih  an  ambition  that 
your  works  of  charity  may  praife  you  in  the  gates  o£ 
heaven  ? 
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On  Female  Meekness. 


i  Peter  iii.  3,  4. 

Who  ft  adorning ,  let  it  not  be  that  outward  adorn - 
ing  of  plaiting  the  hair ,  and  of  wearing  of  gold, 
or  of  putting  on  of  apparel:  but  let  it  be  the 
hidden  man  of  the  heart ,  in  that  which  is  not 
corruptible ,  even  the  ornament  of  a  Meek  and 
Qui  t  Spirit ,  which  is  in  the  fight  of  God  of 
great  prize ,  k 

X  HE  apoftle  of  the  Circumcifion,  like  him  of  the 
entiles,  feems  to  have  beesa  no  ftranger  to  female  na¬ 
ture,  or  to  what  becomes  it.  Both  were  fufficiently 
aware,  that  ornament  was  a  favourite  objeff  with  wo¬ 
men  ;  and  both  were  too  well  acquainted  with  the  arts 
of  perfuafion,  to  think  of  combating  the  general  idea. 
It  was  their  bufinefs  to  make  the  beft  ufe  of  fuch  a 
handle.  Accordingly  their  converts  of  that  fex  might 
continue  to  Uudy  embel'ifhment  as  much  as  ever;  only' 
thofe  infpired  teachers  wifhed  them  to  direff  it  rights 
by  turning  their  chief  care  to  that  which  was  of  greatelt 
value  and  loogeft  duration,  namely,  44  the  hidden  man 
of.  the  heart,”  The  dofirine  of  St,  Paul  on  this  point 
we  have  examined  very  fully.  That  of  St,  Peter,  now 
read,  we  propofe  for  the  ground  work  of  our  conciud* 
ing  difcourfe,  with  a  view  to  complete  the  plan  which 
we  have  profecuted  thus  far.  We  have  referved  it  for 
this  place,  as  believing,  that  Meeknels,  cultivated  on 
Chnllian  principles,  is  the  proper  confummation,  and 
highefl  fimflung  of  Female  excellence.  The  fubjecl 
being  fo  important,  may  we  not  hope  to  be  Hill  hon¬ 
oured  with  your  attention  ? 

I  begin 
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I  begin  with  obferving,  that  the  virtue  in  queftion 
has  its  Foundation  in  the  Softer  Coinpofition  of  the 
fex*  That  there  is  a  fex  in  minds  was  hinted  before. 
This  original  diftin&ion  has  never,  I  think,  been  bet¬ 
ter  underftood  than  by  our  great  epic  poet.  As  in 
his  admired  work  of  Paradife  Loft  he  has  with  equal 
judgment  and  delicacy  marked,  throughout,  the  fepa- 
rate  chara&ers  of  the  Firft  Pair  ;  fo,  in  two  lines,  he 
has  happily  expreffed  the  principal  objetts  of  their 
refpebhve  deftinations  : 

u  For  contemplation  He,  and  valour  form’d  : 

For  foftnefs  She,  and  fweet  attra&ive  grace.” 

The  virtue  of  Meeknefs,  it  is  true,  our  religion  re¬ 
quires  of  all  without  exception.  Mofes  is  celebrated 
for  it  in  an  eminent  degree  ;  and  our  Saviour  charac¬ 
terizes  himfelf  by  the  epithets  Meek  and  Lowly. _ 

The  difpofition  in  general  may  be  confidered  as  Chari¬ 
ty’s  firft  born,  appearing  in  all  the  mildeft  attitudes  of 
forbearance,  gentlenefs,  and  peace.  But  dill  in  men, 
it  may  be  often  found  connefted  with  the  greateft  bold- 
nefs,  and  mod  undaunted  magnanimity.  Much  for 
the  honour  of  true  courage,  it  has  been  obferved,  that 
the  braveft  minds  are  commonly  the  molt  humane, 
generous,  and  forgiving.  Thefe  feveral  qualities  are 
beautifully  blended  in  many  parts  of  the  hiftory  of  that 
man  of  God  juft  now  mentioned.  Nor  can  you  have 
forgotten  the  calm  heroifm  of  our  divine  Deliverer, 
together  with  that  dignity  of  goodnefs  which  dwelt 
about  him,  in  circumftances  of  the  deepeft  humiliation 
and  farrow. 

As  for  you,  my  fair  pupils,  we,  no  doubt,  wifh  you 
to  poftets  fuch  fortitude  as  implies  refolution,  wherever 
your  virtue,  duty,  or  reputation,  is  concerned.  But 
along  with  that  we  expect  to  find,  on  other  fubje&s,  a 
timidity  peculiar  to  your  fex  ;  and  alfo  a  degree  of 
complacence,  yieldingnefs,  and  fweetnefs,  beyoiid 
what  we  look  for  in  men.  Neither  do  we,  lo  far  as  I 
know,  ever  rank  amongft  feminine  qualities,  Valour, 
ilnfclly  fo  called.  A  woman  heading  an  army,  rufti- 
ing  into  the  thickeft  of  the  foe,  fpreading  (laughter  and 
death  around  her?  or  returning  from  the  field  of  battle 
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covered  with  dud  and  blood,  would  furely,  to  a  civil¬ 
ized  nature,  fugged  Stocking  ideas. 

Your  bed  emblem,  beloved,  is  the  finding  form  of 
peace,  robed  in  white,  and  bearing  a  branch  of  olive. 
L-ike  the  apodles  and  fird  chridians,  yourhighed  glo¬ 
ry  is  to  conquer  by  benignity,  and -triumph  by  patience. 
Roughnefs,  and  even  ferocioufnefs,  in  a  man,  we  often 
overlook,  and  are  fometimes  diverted  with.  In  a  wo¬ 
man  we  are  always  hurt  by  them.  A  loud  voice,  a 
bold  gednre,  a  daring  countenance,  every  mark  of 
bravery,  fhall  pleafe  in  the  former,  when  his  courage 
is  particularly  called  forth  :  but  in  a  female  we  wifii 
nothing  to  reign  but  love  and  lendernefs  ;  and  where 
they  do  reign,  they  will  produce  very  different  effects. 

■  No,  my  friends,  you  were  not  made  for  feenes  of 
danger  and  oppofuion.  I  repeat  it  again  ;  fearful nefs, 
to  a  certain  degree,  becomes  you  ;  not  that  cowardice, 
which  many  of  you  diow,  and  fome  of  you  affect,  on 
every  trifling  occafion,  and  frequently  without  any 
occafion  at  ail.  Such  behaviour  is  in  you  childifh, 
‘and  to  us  uninterefting,  if  not  an  objed  of  contempt. 
But  a  worthy  woman,  fhrinking  from  manifeft  hazard, 
or  threatened  violence,  we  are  always  forward  and 
proud  to  proted  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  an  intrepid 
female  feems  to  renounce  our  aid,  and  in  fome  refped 
to  invade  our  province.  We  turn  away,  and  leave 
her  to  herfeif. 

Let  it  be  likewifc  obferved,  that  in  your  fex  manly 
exercifes  are  never  graceful ;  that  in  them  a  tone  and 
figure,  as  well  as  an  air  and  deportment,  of  the  maf- 
culine  kind,  are  always  forbidding;  and  that  men  of 
lenfibility  deli  re,  in  every  woman,  foft  features,  and 
a  flowing  voice,  a  form  not  robull,  and  a  demeanour 
delicate  and  gentle.  1  hefe  are  confidered  as  alike 
requifite  and  natural  ;  I  mean,  where  there  is  any  taR« 
for  elegance.  I  arn  even  inclined  to  believe  that,  fup- 
pofing  other  c  ire  urn  fiances  equal,  the  coarfeft  clown 

would  be  better  plea  fed  with  them  than  wall  their  op- 
pofites,  r 

}  .  Yet  farther,  the  aptitude  obfervable,  in  all  the  better 
of  women,  to  commiferate  and  comfoit,  to  melt 
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into  tears  at  the  fight  or  hearing  of  diftrefs,  to  take  the 
care  of  children,  to  play  and  prattle  with  thofe  pretty 
innocents,  to  mingle  in  all  the  mild  fympathies  and 
tender  charities  of  life  ;  the  wonderful  dexterity  with 
which  they  difarm  fiercenefs,  and  appeafe  wrath  ;  the 
powerful  eloquence  they  difplay  in  affuagingthe  cares, 
and  calming  the  farrows,  of  thofe  men  with  whom  they 
are  conneCted  ;  their  flrong  propenfity  to  an  union  of 
hearts,  and  their  unutterable  fondnefs  where  it  take* 
place;— thefe  lovely  peculiarities  in  their  temperament, 
thefe  finer  tunings  of  theirminds,  leem  additional  proofs, 
that  foftnefs  is  your  proper  attribute.  Womamfh 
Softnefs,  as  it  is  fly  led,  has  never  been  imputed  to  any 
man  by  way  of  reproach,  without  a  tacit  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  this  truth  in  your  favour.  In  the  male  com- 
pofition  it  is  certainly  a  blemifh  wherever  found  ;  in 
the  female,  a  beauty. 

From  thefe  remarks,  I  think  it  appears,  that  the  ba¬ 
ils  of  the  virtue  we  now  recommend  is  laid  in  the  ori¬ 
ginal  make,  or  Ipecihc  character  of  the  fex.  The  Su- 
perllrufture  which  Chriflianity  raifes  upon  it,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  improvements  it  receives  from  relig¬ 
ious  principle,  {hall  be  our  next  confideration. 

The  gofpel  is,  in  truth,  the  religion  of  human  na¬ 
ture  ;  building  charity  and  all  virtue  on  whatever  is 
kind,  ingenuous,  or  praife-worthy  in  that  ;  correcting 
its  diforders,  mitigating  its  diflreffes,  fupporting  its 
weakneffes,  and  from  each  educing  good,  by  turning 
them  into  matter  of  humility  and  circumfpeftion,  of 
faith  and  refignation,  of  docility  and  meeknefs.  Thefe 
are  all  connected  together  ;  but  the  firit  3nd  lafi  are 
nearly  allied.  They  are  twin-fibers.  Humility  is 
'  ever  dilpofed  to  ferve  ;  and  (lie  affords  the  other  lin¬ 
gular  afliftance. 

They  that  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  own  infirmi¬ 
ties  and  failings,  will  be  naturally  of  an  unpretending, 
a  forbearing,  and  a  forgiving  temper.  The  reverie  of 
this  is  the  genuine  offspring  of  Pride.  A  proud  cha¬ 
racter  was  never  a  meek  one  ;  whereas  there  is  no  act 
of  kindnefs,  no  infiance  of  condefcenfion,  which  the 
felf-diffident  are  not  ready  to  perform.  They  enter 
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ihoroughly  into  the  fpirit  of  thole  precepts  that  ro 
quire  chrilhans  to  be  courteous,  to  condeicer:  t© 
men  of  low  eilate,  and  in  honour  to  prefer  one  anoth- 

Piaure  in  your  own  minds  a  young  lady,  lively, 
agreeable,  careffed  ;  as  yet  unacquainted  with,  *er 
Maker,  with  herfelf,  and  with  the  claims  which  focic- 
ty  has  on  every  reasonable  being  tnat  is  fent  into  life. 
The  magic  power  of  Fancy,  fet  to  work  by  vanity, 
ambition  and  hope,  creates  a  kind  of  world  within,  to 
which  {he  fondlv  refers  that  without,,  as  always  fubor- 
dinate,  and  chiefly  fubfervient.  In  this  little  empire 

fhe  fits  as  queen,  and  faith  in  her  heart,  1  ihali  iee 
no  furrow,”  and  dreams  of  conqued  and  triumph,  of 
fplendid  houfes  and  Alining  equipages,  of  paflionatc 
lovers  and  difappomted  rivals,  with  namelefs  enchant¬ 
ing  vifions  more,  which  may  never  be  realized,  but 
which  flie  regards  as  the  mod  certain  realities  ,  fo 
certain,  that  he  who  fhould  attempt  to  undeceive  ner 
would  run  the  rifk  of  being  hated  as  her  greateft  ene¬ 
my.  This  world  of  phantoms,  it  is  true,  is  always 
flu&uating  :  the  gay  and  the  gloomy  fuceeed  by  turns, 
Butin  each  our  conceited  fair-one  is  dill  the  principal 
figure  ;  and  the  value  of  every  thing  is  meafured,  ac¬ 
cording  as  it  contributes  to  her  importance  and  eleva¬ 
tion.  Hence  innumerable  illufions.  and  ungoverned 
paflions  ;  the  fwelling  of  felf-fufficiency,  and  the  date* 
linefs  of  difdain  ;  violent  refentment,  or  fuller?  dii- 
content,  if  not  treated  with  the  refpeft  die  fuppofes  to 
be  her  due  ;  in  fine,  a  total  inattention  to  the  expecta¬ 
tions  of  others,  and  abfolute  infenfibility  to  whatever 
is  beautiful  in  an  unaffuming,  or  noble  in  a  difintereii- 
ed  behaviour.  Now  what  is  it  that  can  difpel  this 
vifionary  feene,  and  difabufe  the  much  deluded  for- 
cerefs  ?  Nothing  fo  effectually  as  Chriftianity, 

If  it  fhould  pieafe  the  Almighty  to  imprefs  upon 
her  heart  its  facred  doctrines,  they  will  fhow  her,  in 
the  mod  affe&ing  lights,  her  own  littlenefs,  the  degen¬ 
eracy  and  mifery  of  corrupted  nature,  the  emptinefs  of 
temporal  and  the  reality  of  eternal  things,  the  duty  flie 
®wes  to  her  Maker,  her  Redeemer,  and  her  fellow- 
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creatures;  with  the  recefftty  of  fecuring  the  divine. 
Javour,  by  a  life  of  faith,  contrition,  and  charity.  By 
such  views,  the  fantaftic  flruflures  of  Pride  '  will  be 
preirntly  brought  down  ;  and  on  their  ruins  the  plain 
and  model},  but  pleafing  and  graceful  fabric  of  Meek- 
nt;s,  wiij  be  eafily  raifed.  To  fpeak  without  a  meta¬ 
phor  :  She  will  be  delivered  from  the  chief  caufes  of 
ih-mitrour  ;  fuch,  forinllance,  as  the  obflinacv  offelf- 
w-ll,  tne  exorbitance  of  felf-love,  a  pafiion  for  thofe 
grat'hcatioDs  that  at  once  difappoint  and  enervate,  and, 
na,Ti  the  expectation  of  too  much  homage,  and  too 
many  compliances.  The  falvation  of  her  foul,  and 
the  fpmt  of  her  Saviour,  will  become  her  principal 
©bje£ls  :  every  virtue  connefted  with  thefe,  will  be 
her  habitual  fludy  :  and  among  the  reft  “  peace,  long- 
fuftering,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  meeknefs.”  With 
fuch  a  temper  flie  will  not  be  apt  to  think  herfelf  af¬ 
fronted  ;  that  revengeful  difpofition,  of  which  your 
fex  has  been  accufed  even  to  a  proverb,  will  be  her 
abhorrence  ;  flie  will  not  dare,  for  a  moment,  to  with¬ 
hold  from  others  that  forgivenefs,  which  flie  is  con¬ 
scious  of  wanting  from  the  great  God  to  herfelf ;  and, 
as  for  her  behaviour,  in  general,  to  thofe  about  her, 
it  will  breathe  that  winning  miidnefs,  which  feems  to 
me  the  mo  ft  diftinguifhing  lineament  in  the  image  of 
Jefuc. 

hie,  my  fillers,  was  the  perfeft  model  of  kindrsefs 
and  courtefy.  rl  he  Friend  of  man  was  his  charafler- 
iftic.  He  converfed  with  thofe  whom  the  world  def- 
pifed  ;  he  flood  ft  ill  to  hear  the  cries,  and  relieve  the 
onleries  of  the  wretched  ;  he  even  {looped  (allonifhing 
goodnefs  !)  to  wafli  the  feet  of  his  own  difciples 
“  the  fon  of  man  came  not  to  be  miniftered  unto,  but 
to  minifter.  ”  1  he  greatnefs  of  humility,  and  the  beau¬ 
ty  of  compaflion,  he  exemplified  on  all  occafions.  He 
ill  owed  by  his  own  praclice,  that  there  is  nothing  more 
becoming  than  the  tear  of  generous  forrow,  nothing 
fo  loothing  as  the  language  of  a  benevolent  heart.  Je- 
fus  weeping  over  the  grave  of  Lazarus,  confoling  his 
mournful  fillers,  and  inftrufling  the  folemn  circle  in 
llje  ideas  of  immortality,  with  the  means  of  attaining 
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it,  is  furely  an  objeft  by  infinite  degrees  more  in tcre fl¬ 
ing  and  glorious,  than  all  the  conquerors  of  the  earth 
crowned  with  laurels*  and  riding  <sn  tne  car  of  tri¬ 
umph,  with  numberlefs  captives  in  their  train.  ^ 
His  inftitution  is  of  apiece  with  his  character,  .  it 
includes  the  grand  principles  of  univeifal  humanity, 
Every  wall  of  partition  between  the  nations  it  throws 
down  ;  abolishing  the  narrow  dilhnftion  of  Jews  anrl^ 
Gentiles,  and  exploding  the  illiberal  oppofmon  of 
Greeks  to  Barbarians.  f  he  fpirit  of  conqueft  for 
the  fake  of  power  it  difcou rages,  while  it  proclaims, 
enforces,  and  infpires  44  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will 
towards  men  whom  it  teaches  to  conlider  and  love 
as  brethren,  forming  one  great  family  under  one  com¬ 
mon  parent,  held  together  by  charity,  as  tne  bond  of 
perfection,  and  of  fuch  account  with  the  Supreme, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  to  fave  them. 

Need  I  labour  to  prove  how  fweetly  fuch  difcove- 
ries  as  thefe  coincide  with  tne  difpofitions  to  mode  fly , 
fympathy,  generofity,  the  defire  ofpleafing,  the  oread 
of  violence'  the  horror  at  barbarity,  the  promptnefs  to 
cherifh  tender  fentiments,  and  form  endearing  connex¬ 
ions,  which  are  all  fo  natural  to  the  worthiett  part  of 
your  fex. 

The  virtues  of  a  Roman  Matron,  in  the  better  times 
of  that  republic,  appear,  on  fome  accounts,  to  have 
been  greatly  refpeciable.  They  were  fuch  as  might  be 
looked  for,  from  her  education  amongfta  people  where 
ideas  of  prowels,  patnotifm,  and  glory,  ran  high  ; 
■where,  in  effeCf,  thefe  things  were  regarded  as  the  fum- 
mit  of  human  excellence  and  felicity.  But  not  to  infid; 
on  the  national  pride,  and  ungenerous  prepoiTe  (lions, 
on  which  thofe  ideas  were  founded  ;  it  is  inanifed  to' 
me,  that  whatever  force  or  grandeur  the  female  mind 
might,  in  other  views,  derive  from  them,  fuch  advant¬ 
age  was  far  over-balanced  by  the  ids  or  diminution  of 
that  gentlenefs  and  faftnefs,  which  ever  wer*,  and  ever 
will  be,  the  fovereign  charm  of  a  female  char  a  tier. 
Nor  do  I  wifh  the  women  or  Great-Rritain,  wno  pro- 
£el»  a  fyiiem  fo  much  more  juft,  amiable,  and  happy,. 
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to  adopt,  for  the  regulation  of  their  temper,  any  Hand- 
different  from  that  in  my  text. 

Some  of  the  liroft-  agreeable -and  important  Confe¬ 
rences  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit  in  your  fex,  let  us 
now  proceed  to  furvey.  Where  nature  has  bellowed 
any  kind  of  peifonal  beauty,  be  it  ever  fo  lnconfidera- 
o!e  ;  how  early  is  it  known,  and  at  what  pains  are  the 
generality,  of  the  too  confcious  poffeffors,  to  difplay  it,, 
on  all  occafions,  to  the  utmoft  advantage!  But  Mature* 
has  endowed  the  greater  part  of  the  fex  with  a  condi- 
tutionai  Softnefs,  which,  under  right  direftion,  would 
Cl nJer  them  unfpcakaoly  more  pleahng  than  any  poffi« 
o'e  attraction  that  is  purely  external,  Yet  how  few 
of  you  feem  acquainted  with  its  proper  ufe,  fo  as  to 
turn  it  to  any  valuable  account !  What  edeern  mightr 
you  not  procure,  and  what  happinefs  communicate  ; 
it,  indead  of  employing  this  fohnefs,  merely  to  foder 
paffion  in  yourfelves  or  others,  you  made  it  fubfervient 
to  all  the  amiable  purpofes  of  a  mild  and  obliging  be¬ 
haviour!  How  prepoderous,  to  think  of  any  allure¬ 
ment,  rather  than  that  which  fhould  chiefly  adorn  yot> 
as  Women  ! 

The  gift  I-fpeak  of  is  imparted  in  different  degrees, 
and  with  various  mixtures. ;  nor  will  any  culture"  pre¬ 
vent.  a  diverfity  from  appearing  in  individuals,  with 
regard  to  this,  as  well  as  other  features  of  the  female 
m:  nd:  neither  indeed  ought  it.  Such  diverfity  is  not 
only  beautiful  in  itfelf,  but  agreeably  adapted  to  ths 
various  and  different  taftes  of  men.  But  dill  fome 
portion  of  the  quality  Under  conlideration  is  abfolutely 
effenti'al  to  feminine  excellence.  Like  every  other 
one,  no  doubt,  it  requires  the  guard  of  Virtue  and 
the  guidance  of  Difcretion,  The  truth  is,  that  any  good 
difpofition  you  can  name,  how  laudable,  or  how  emi¬ 
nent  foever,  if  you  could  fuppofe  it  to  be  found  alone, 
would  conffitute  a  character  extremely  imperfect,  and 
produce  effects  fufficiently  hurtful.  Where  an  eafi- 
nefs  of  temper  is  particularly  prevalent,  and  the  heart 
uncommonly  fufeepubie  of  warm  emotions  in  the  way 
of  luve  and  friendffrip  ;  there,  without  queftion,  a  pe¬ 
culiar  drain  of  prudeuce  and  fortitude  is  required,  to 

prevent 


prevent  a  young  perfon’s  being  betrayed  into  great  in^ 
conveniences,  and  dangerous  tendernedes,  But  w  hoc 
I  confider  meeknefs  as  the  crowning  grace  or  a  wo¬ 
man,  it  will  be  naturally  underdood,  that  fome  lhars 
of  the  virtues  and  accomphfhments  before  recommend¬ 
ed  is  prefuppofed. 

A  cultivated  mind  and  delicate  fpirit,  together  with 
Unff  principles  of  condufl,  will  teach  you  to  make  the 
necelfary  diftinfhons  amongd  thofe  you  converfe  withij 
to  join  caution  with  freedom,  and  while,  with  a  grace¬ 
ful  eafe,  you  give  to  others  what  their  characters  ciaim^ 
with  a  model*  firmnefs  to  fupport  your  own.  There 
are  few  things,  perhaps,  more  contemptible  than  an  un* 
diftmgui  filing  female,  who  can  fmile  alike  upon  all, 
who  lee  ms  prepared  for  every  addrels,  who  looks  as  il 
the  freed  would  not  be  unwelcome,  who  fcatters  her- 
felf  amongft  promifcuous  objefts ;  who,  if  I  may  b« 
indulged  the  expreffion,  profiitutes  to  every  vagrant 
eve,  and  every  new  comer,  any  mental  charms  (he  may 
pofiefs,  infiead  of  preferving  them  for  the  intimacies 
of  virtuous  love,  or  of  facred  friendfhip.  foil  will 
readily  conceive,  that  the  deportment  I  would  enforce 
is  fomething  widely  different. 

In  efieCf,  were  religious  and  moral  considerations 
fet  ahde,  fuch  women  would  not  be  very  pleading  on 
the  footing  of  female  foftnefs  alone.  Coquettes  hav® 
commonly  but  little  fenfibility,  I  heir  natural  graces, 
if  any  they  had,  are  loll  in  levity  and-  affc&ati on.  While 
they  court  the  regards  of  all,  they  have  none  to  befiow 
upoirany.  Let  what  was  faid  long  ago  be  here  re¬ 
membered,  that  a  forward  appearance,  and  light  de¬ 
meanour,  immediately  difgufi  a  man  of  the  lead  deli¬ 
cacy  *,  who,  if  he  be  weak  enough  to  Jove  the  court- 
Ihip,  has  commonly  however  fomuch  perception  as  not 
to  approve  of  her  who  oilers  it.  But  good-nature9 
under-  the  government  os  good  lenfe  and  real  worth, 
will  engage  our  edeem  without  flattering  our  folly, 
and  reach  that  juft  fiandird  of  the  female  charatleig 
which  confids  in  a  fine  compofition  of  gentlenefs  and 
dignity,  of  fweet  complacence  and  virtuous  referve, 
the  happy  medium  fo  hard  to  hit  between  Prudery  and 
i/s.  op po file  extreme,  *  As 
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As  the  former  of  thefe  is  moil  direftly  repugnant 
So  that  lovely  quality'  which  we  are  now  confidering. 
I  will  proceed  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  it  ;  willing 
to  rectify  the  notions,  were  it  but  of  one  of  your  fex, 
on  a  fubjeft  which,  in  the  prefent  age,  may  be  reckon¬ 
ed,  by  fevere  judges,  leaft  of  all  neceffary  in  difcourf- 
ing  to  young  women. 

That  aprudifh  behaviour  is  never  fincere,  I  will  not 
take  upon  me  to  affirm.  It  may  arife  fometimes  from 
an  original  frigidity,  or  firange  infenfibility  of  make, 

I  fpeak  not  of  the  diflikes  that  women  conceive  to  par¬ 
ticular  men,  while  from  others  they  are  by  no  means 
unfufceptible  of  kind  impreffions.  Neither  do  I  fpeak 
of  thofe  females  whofe  firfl  addrefs  is  frequently  Vor- 
bidding,  occafioned  by  a  peculiar  refervednefs  of  man¬ 
ner  rather  than  temper,  not  at  all  incompatible  with 
good  affeftion  ;  fince  it  evidently  wears  off  in  a  little* 
and  that  exceffive  bafhfulnefs  gives  place,  on  proper 
encouragement,  to  a  carriage  equally  courteous  and 
modefl.  But  where  a  woman  bears  amo.ngft  candid 
fpirits  the  character  of  a  prude,  there  I  mufl  confefs 
myfelf  tempted  to  doubt  both  her  honefly  and  her  un¬ 
derhand  ing. 

This  we  are  fure  of,  that  it  is  very  common  for 
people  to  affeft  moll  the  appearance  of  thofe  virtues 
which  they  leaft  poffefs.  What  they  want  in  reality, 
they  would  fain  fupply  in  (how,  afraid  of  fqfpicion, 
where  they  are  confcious  of  guilt ;  whereas,  thofe  that 
are  found  at  heart,  are  feldom  apprehenfive  of  being 
fuipe£ted.  66  A  good  man  fhall  be  faiisfied  from  him- 
ielfj”  and  generally  leaves  others  to  coileft  his  princi¬ 
ples  from  his  practice.  An  honeft  confidence  in  the 
rectitude  of  his  own  intentions  begets  a  fimpiicity  of 
manners,  that  defpifes  oftentation,  in  all  cafes,  and 
fyperfedes  profeilion  in  moft.  I  do  not  mean  Relig¬ 
ious  ProfefFion,  which  a  good  man  will  never  think 
unneceffary,  though  he  wiil  always  make  it  with  mod¬ 
ally.  in  fhort,  true  virtue,  whether  male  or  female, 
is  like  the  fun,  belt  feen  in  its  own  light. 

Of  a  defect  of  fenfe  I  look  on  prudery  as  an  indif- 
putable  proof.  It  never  fucceeds  in  its  attempts  to 
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smpofe.  A  woman  of  this  character  is  confidered  by 
our  fex  as  a  hypocrite,  by  yours  as  a  hypocrite  and  «*. 
fpy  at  the  fame  time.  Both  are  incited  to  a  keene/’ 
infpeBion  into  her  conduB.  On  the  lead  failure,  both 
are  provoked  to  (harper  reproach  ;  and  (hould  the  un¬ 
gracious  dilfembler  at  lad  drop  her  difguile  altogether, 
the  triumph  over  her  is  univerfal  :  nor  does  the  world 
ever  forget  a  mifcarriage  winch  was  preceded  by  pre¬ 
tentions  to  fuperior  driBnefs,  In  any  cafe  (he  is  a 
difagreeable  creature,  whom  none  can  love,  and  whom 
mod  will  diun,  How  jud  the  words  of  an  elegant 
writer  on  this  fubjeB  i 

“  Virtue  is  amiable,  mild,  ferene  ; 

Without  all  beauty,  and  all  peace  within 

The  honour  of  a  prude  is  rage  and  dorm  ; 

’Tis  uglinefs  in  its  mod  frightful  form,5' 

*  Should  fuch  a  woman  live  to  grow  old  in  the  fi»a> 
gle  date,  (he  will  be  regarded  with  a  mixture  of  hatred 
and  contempt.  When  1  fay  this,  every  one  will  re- 
colleB  the  imputation  which  has  been  fo  frequently 
brought  againd  Unmarried  females  at  that  age.  is  it 
an  unpleafant  idea  ?  The  inference  is  plain  :  Let  it 
be  your  care  to  lay  in  now  fuch  a  dore  of  good  humour 
and  chridian  meeknefs,  as  mingling  with  other  agreea¬ 
ble  acquidtions,  may  prevent  the  advance  of  life  from 
fpoiling  your  cheerfulnefs,  or  robbing  you  of  that  be¬ 
nignity  which  communicates  a  grace  to  every  condition,, 
and  of  that  confequence  which  youth  and  beauty  alone 
cannot  preferve.  Edablifli  it  betimes  as  a  certain 
maxim,  that  to  be  married  is  neither,  the  one,  nor,  the 
chief  thing  needful.  Are  all  in  that  date  happy  ?  Or 
mud  (he  be  necedarily  unhappy,  who  is  not  in  that 
date  P  May  not  a  fmgle  woman  be  wife  and 
virtuous,  and  if  wife  and  virtuous,  will  (he  not 
be  contented  ?  and  if  contented,  is  (he  not  happy 
In  the  bed  fenfe,  as  much  fo  as  can  be  expeBecl 
in  the  mixed  and  variable  lot  of  mortals  ?  Is  there  any 
thing  wrong  in  this  reafoning  ?  If  it  be  right  now, 
will  it  not  be  right  ten,  fifteen,  twenty  years  hence  ? 
And  in  the  mean  while  do  you  not  fee  women  in  the 
feuation  fuppofed,  who,  from  the  goodnef?  of  their. 
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temper,  breeding,  and  undemanding,  are  objefts  of 
tender  regard;  a  regard,  fo  much  the  more  valuable, 
that  it  is  entertained  by  the  wort  hied  of  their  acquaint¬ 
ance,  that  it  is  no  longer  a  tribute  levied  by  the  power 
of  beauty,  or  aided  by  the  influence  of  cuftom,  but 
the  pure  reward  of  genuine  merit,  a  merit  tried  by  time, 
and  matured  by  reflexion  ! 

But  do  ye  imagine,  that  thofe  only  are  difregarded 
and  avoided  who  are  peevifi,  fretful,  or  fufpicious 
fiOm  age  ?  Depend  upon  it,  that  fuch  difpoliiions 
are  always  difgufiing' ;  were  fhe  that  indulges  them 
blooming  as  the  fpring,  or  beautiful  as  the  day.  No 
heart  was  ever  won  by  difdain  ;  no  lover  was  ever 
kept  by  coldnefs.  A  man  whom  the  extravagance  of 
his  paflion  has  weakened,  may  fubmit  for  a  while,  to 
the  petulent  airs,  and  even  indolent  treatment,  of  a  fe¬ 
male  that  is  bandfome  and  young.  Nay,  fuch  is  the 
debility  fometimes  produced  by  this  paflion,  in  men 
of  little  fpirit  or  low  undemanding,  that  bad  ufaere, 
blended  with  fits'  or  kindnefs,  fiall  aftualiy  make  them 
doat  the  more.  But  what  fhall  we  fay  of  that  wo¬ 
man,  who  finding  a  man  in  her  power  fports  with  his 
heart,  and  to  {how  her  dominion,,  plays  the  tyrant  ? 
Alas  !  file  knows  not  that  true  greatnefs  confifs  in 
generofity,  that  a  graceful  compliance  is  mexpreflibiy 
pleafing,  and  that  a  man  of  worth  may  be  for  ever 
obliged  by  a  noble  franknefs.  She  forgets  too  how 
foon  an  immoderate  fondnefs  is  cured  by  connubial  fa¬ 
miliarity,  and  what  ievere  revenge  may  be  taken  after 
marriage  by  him  whom  fhe  treated  ill  before  if,  were 
he  difpofed  to  retaliate. 

But  you  want  to  maintain  your  dignity  ;  and  why 
rot  ?  Would  you  doit  in  the  mod  effe&ual  manner  ?’ 
Worth  and  underfianding  are  the  proper  means. 
Haughtinefs  is  always  littie,  violence  impotent,  and 
peevifhnefs  the  infirmity  of  a  child.  Worth  and  un¬ 
derfianding  confer  a  confequence  that  is  feldom  in 
danger  of  being  defpifed.  She  who  flows  a  jufl 
fenfe  of  what  belongs  to  her  as  a  woman,  and  as  a. 
Chriflian,  will  engage  refpeff  without  feeking  to  com- 
spand  it®  From  her  a  word,  a  look,  exprefive  of 
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virtuous  difdain  or  pious  indignation,  will  dafh^  the 
bolded  offender  if  not  uncommonly  abdurate  indeed. 
Nor  can  Ihe  probably  be  often  obliged  to  bear  tnc 
company  of  a  wretch,  who  is  proor  againd  the  light-* 
rung  of  excellence  provoked,  Be  allured  on  the  other 
fide  that  good  nature,  well  placed,  will  never  leffcn 
your  value. 

Look  up,  my  fair  ones,  to  the  Firfl  Lady  of  this 
land,  and  learn  affability  ;  learn  to  know,  that  how¬ 
ever  grandeur  may  fecure  external  reverence,  it  is 
goodnefs  only  that  infpires  heart-felt  efteein  that  Roy¬ 
alty  itfelf  derives  lultre  from  Meeknefs  ;  and  that  the 
higheft  prerogative  of  rank  is  the  power  of  imparting 
felicity  more  largely. 

Happy  Prince  l  thus  to  have  found  a  companion, 
by  whole  cheerful  temper,  and  gentle  manners,  the 
cares  of  government  are  foftened,  and  that  fatisfahtion 
is  enjoyed  at  home,  which  the.  fplendor  of  a  crown 
cannot  confer.  Illuftrious  pair!  live  long  bieffed  in 
each  other  and  in  your  children,  bright  examples  of 
nuptial  fanflity,  parental  affe&ion,  and  domeflic  joy.— 
The  perfonage  1  fpeak  of  feems  fo  thoroughly  good,  fo 
naturally  obliging,  that  I  cannot  doubt  but  file  would 
have  proved  fuch  ’n  any  Ration.  But  certain  it  is, 
that  from  thofe  who  are  placed  in  the  higher  walks  of 
life,  a  little  condefcenfion,  a  little  favour,  gives  great 
delight.  Is  k  not  wonderful  that  women  of  birth  and 
fortune  lliould  not  pleafe  more  generally,  when  they 
might  pleafe  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  ? 

But  not  to  dwell  on  thefe  accidental  diftinflions ; 
what  man  is  not  charmed  with  an  amiable  courteouf- 
nefs  in  any  young  woman,  efpecially  if  otherwife  at- 
traftive  ?  Even  common  civility  is  grateful.  But 
would  ye  be  refiillefs  ?  Acquire  a  habit  of  fixed  at¬ 
tention.  It  is  a  fort  of  filent  flattery  truly  exquifite, 
and  withal  perfectly  innocent.  To  the  moft  attentive 
perfon  in  a  company  you  may  obferve  the  converfation 
almoit  always  dire&ed  *,  while  by  interruption,  liltlefi- 
nefs,  or  a  vacant  look,  in  thofe  that  are  prefent,  every 
creature  that  offers  to  fpeak  is  fure  to  be  mortified. 
Aft  a  faaali  degree  of  knowledge  entertains  in  a  wo¬ 
man  * 
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man  ;  fo  from  a  woman,  though  for  a  different  reafon. 
a  final!  expreflion  of  kindnefs  delights,  particularly  if 
ihe  have  beauty.  But,  in  truth,  without  uttering  * 
word,  file  has  it  in  her  power,  by  this  Tingle  mark  of 
good  breeding,  to  captivate  more  than  I  can  tell.  Irr 
ihort,  iifiening  to  the  perfon  who  fpeaks,  with  a  recol¬ 
lected,  mild,  and  fieady  afpeff,  which  nothing  frivo¬ 
lous  can  divert,  is  perhaps  the  molt  valuable  fecret  in 
the  whole  fcience  of  genuine  politenefs.  From  an 
agreeable  young  woman  to  an  intelligent  man  it  is  in¬ 
credibly  footbing. 

I  f  to  your  natural  foft nefs  you  join  that  chrifiiaa 
meeknefs,  which  I  now  preach  ;  both  together  will 
not  fad,  with  the  afiiftance  of  proper  reflexion,  and 
friendly  advice,  to  accompiifh  you  in  the  beft  and  tru¬ 
ed  kind  of  breeding.  You  will  not  be  in  danger  of 
putting  yourlelves  forward  in  company,  of  contradict¬ 
ing  bluntly,  oi  alferting  pofitiveiy,  of  debating  obfii- 
nately,  of  affeffing  a  fuperiority  to  any  prefent,  of  en- 
groffing  the  difeourfe,  of  Iifiening  to  yourfelves  with 
apparent  fatisfaCfion,  of  negieffing  what  is  advanced 
by  others,  or  of  interrupting  them  without  neceflity. 

When  thefe  are  not  the  etfefts  of  mere  youthful 
folly,  and  even  then  they  are  difpleafmg,  it  is  plain 
they  proceed  chiefly  from  pride  and  vanity.  But  we 
faid  before,  that  meeknefs  is  nearly  allied  to  humility, 
and  mightily  affifled  by  it.  If  you  be  truly  humble, 
you  will  manifeft  a  noble  forgeifulnefs  of  yourfelves, 
with  a  becoming  refp;&  for  others  ;  a  diffidence  of 
your  own  fentiments,  with  a  deference  to  theirs  in 
doubtful  points,  or  in  fuch  as  they  are  entitled  to  know 
better  ;  a  readinefs  to  learn  of  every  one,  with  a  dif- 
pomion  to  give  each  an  opportunity  of  appearing 
with  advantage,  and  thus  to  make  all  happv  in  their 
turn.  W  here  the  prevailing  modes  happens  to  be  in¬ 
nocent,  you  will  not  affeCf  to  difplay  the  refinement 
ot  your  taile,  or  the  firi&nefs  of  vour  principles,  by  a 
fcrupulous  Angularity,  or  a  fancy  contempt  of  the 
opinions  and  manners  of  others.  Nor  will  t  hofe  con- 
tefts  and  differences  about  precedency,  form,  and  fafii- 
which  inflame  fo  many  of  your  lex,  intereft  minds 
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that  have  learnt  the  dignity  of  yielding,  and  tliat  def- 
piie  the  littlenefs  of  pride.  In  a  word,  the  nioit  im¬ 
portant  branches  of  chridian  breeding  you  will  prac~ 
tife  with  eafe  and  pleafure,  from  an  internal  principle. 
A  meek  deportment  is  the  natural  and  fpontaneous 
growth  of  a  lowly  mind.  Politenefs  in  you  will  be 
the  offspring  of  the  heart.  How  much  preferable  to 
that  fpecious,  but  hollow  complaifance,  dudied  by  the 
fafhionable  and  the  falle,  which  con  fids  in  an  artful 
difguifing  of  their  own  paffions,  and  a  flattering  ap- 
lication  to  thofe  of  others,  in  a  fupple  framing  of  the 
face  to  all  occafions,  in  profefling  the  greateil  rcfpeft 
without  feeling  the  lead,  and  in  hiding  very  often  the 
word  defigns  under  the  fmiie  of  familiarity,  and 
the  fhow  of  friendihip  ! 

I  ufed  the  phrafe  Chridian  Breeding  ;  that  kind  of 
courtefy,  which  I  point  out,  being  exprefsly  enjoined 
by  one  of  the  writers  of  the  New  Teftament.  Perhaps 
vou  think  of  St.  Paul,  that  accomplifhed  apodle,  who 
liimfelf  became  all  things  to  all  men,  that  he  might  gain 
fome.  Such  a  precept  might  have  been  readily  fug- 
geded  by  his  early  education  in  a  feat  of  learning, 
and  would  have  come  very  naturally  from  the  hand 
■that  drew  fo  divine  a  pifdure  of  Charity,  the  parent 
of  Meeknefs,  But  the  fact  is,  that  it  fell  from  the 
pen  of  an  illiterate  man  bred  to  the  roughed  of  all  em¬ 
ployments.  It  was  St.  Peter,  the  infpired  (idler- 
man,  that  faid  “  Be  courteous  to  intimate  that 
the  religion  which  he  had  learnt  from  the  meek  and 
lowly  Jefus,  was  able  to  foften  the  keened,  and  fubdue 
the  hotted  temper,  and  even  give  gentlenefs  to  one 
trained  amongd  winds  and  waves. 

What  drangers  to  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  are  thofe 
women  who  have  never  controuled  their  own  humours, 
whole  looks  are  contempt,  and  whofa  words  are  arro* 
gance  ;  whofe  general  demeanour,  unlefs  when  they 
are  propitiated  by  adulation,  or  footbed  by  fubmiffion^. 
is  big  with  infolence  and  fcorn  !  how  fhail  wc  exprefa 
our  horror  at  thofe  female  furies  that,  iod  to  decency 
and  every  mild  feeling  of  their  fex,  can  abandon  them- 
felves  to  “  all  bitternefs,  and  wrath,  and  anger,  and 
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clampur,  and  evil  fpeaking,  and  all  malice  !”  “It  is 
setter, ”  fays  Solomon,  (i  to  dwell  in  a  corner  of  the 
.noufe-top,  than  with  a  brawling  woman  in  a  wide 
boufe  ;”  he  might  have  added,  or  in  a  magnificent  pal¬ 
ace*  In  fo  doing  he  wouid  have  probably  fpoken  from 
experience  ;  fmce  it  may  be  prefurned  that  fome  of 
thole  eaitern  ladies,  who  had  by  their  beauty,  enflaved 
the  unhappy  monarch,  were  willing,  now  and  then  by 
their  tongues,  to  convince  him  of  their  prerogative. 
Ihe  faying  of  the  fon  of  Sirach,  on  the  fame  fubjecl, 
is  yet  fironger,  as  well  as  more  ironical.  ((  A  loud 
crying  woman,”  fays  he,  “  and  a  fcold,  {hall  be  fought 
out  to  drive  away  the  enemy.”  That  fpinted  writer 
fatirizes  the  female  vices  in  general,  with  great  free¬ 
dom  ;  but  there  is  fcarce  any  of  them  which  he  more 
frequently  or  more  feverely  expofes,  than  this  of  un« 
quietnefs  and  ill  temper.  v  • 

When  a  woman  of  fuch  difpofitions  enters  into  the 
nuptial  hate,  what  wretchednefs  can  equal  his  to  whofe 
lot  flie  falls  ?  To  be  tied  for  life  to  a  being,  whom 
neither  reafon  can  convince,  nor  patience  win,  nor  anv 
thing  conquer  but  main  force  ;  a  domefiic  plague,  a 
bofom  fiend,  from  whom  only  her  death  or  his  own 
can  deliver  him — myflerious  Providence  i  who  can 
unfold  the  reafcns  of  thy  procedure,  when  fuch  is  the 
portion  of  a  "good  man  who,  mild,  himlelf  and  amiable, 
would  have  given  and  received  peculiar  felicity,  had 
he  been  conceded  with  fome  gentle  female  P 

But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  violence  is  not  r,e- 
cellary  to  conliitute  ill  temper.  Oblfinacy  alone  will 
do  it.  Let  me  conjure  you,  by  all  that  is  dear  and 
lovely,  to  guard  againli  that.  Be  allured  there  is 
not  a  man  living,  whofe  arfedion  u  does  not  chill,  le  t 
him  be  otherwile  ever  fo  warm  an  admirer.  There 
may  be  thole  who,  during  the  fhot  t  reign  of  Beauty, 
will  fupport  it*  But  that  being  over,  ami  the  fa  lega¬ 
tion  of  appetite  diflolved,  a  deputations,  perverle,  and 
fluhborn  female,  will  always  offend  ;  and,  who e  there 
is  any  manhood  left,  will  often  provoke  to  a  danger¬ 
ous  decree.  In  the  mean  time,  every  one  who  is  mot 
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in  love  will  be  di  (gulled  ;  nor  can  any  charm  of  un- 
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demanding,  or  of  perfon,  compensate  in  a  woman  ti 
wantof  foft  compliance,  and  meek  (ubnnlnon.  t  tide, 
the  men  are  taught  by  nature,  by  education,  and  > 
culiom,  to  conflder  as  your  duty  and  their  right  .nei¬ 
ther  will  ihSy  be  eafily  brought  to  dilpenfe  with 

Some  of  them  you  may  fubdue  :  but  you  can  pcnua>-- 
1  i:£T _ <-  |iem,  If  vet.'  alier 
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all,  yon  will  place  your  glory  in  oelpotic  rule  initeud 
of  kind  attraction,  choofing  rather  to  tyrannize  over 
daltardly  Raves,  under  the  lorm  of  bufbands,  t.ian  to 
influence  thole  hu (bands  as  tender  friends  ;  what  can 
we  lay,  but  that  we  pity  them  much,  and  you  more  , 
For  the  idea  of  a  little  paltry  power  aflumed  witnout 
title,  and  exercifed  without  dticretion,  to  give  tip  the 
worthieft  triumphs  of  your  fex,  how  mean  and  how 
miferable  !  “  Tell  ft  not  in  Gath,  pubtilh  »  not  in  the 
flreets  of  Alkelon  ;  lefl  the  daughters  of  the  IniM- 
tines  rejoice,  left  the  daughters  at  the  uncircuractfed 

triumph.” 
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On  Female  Meekness. 


i  Peter  Hi.  3,  4. 

Whore  adorning,  let  it  not  be  that  outward  adorjr 

ini  of  plaiting  the  hau  ,  and  of  wearing  of  gold, 

rSoj  putting  on  of  apparel:  but  let  it  be  the 
hidden  man  of  the  heart,  m  that  which  is  not, 
corruptible,  even  the  ornament  of  a  Meek  and 
Quiet  Spirit,  which  is  m  the  fight  of  God  oj 
great  price « 


S  a  friend  to  your  fex,  I  cannot  forbear  lament¬ 
ing  that  fo  many  of  them  fhould  lofe  their  conu  ~ 
quence.  by  building  it  on  qualities  infufficient  to  lup~ 
port  it.  Drefs  and  fhow  will  never  long  captivate  any 
but  fuperficial  minds.  The  reign  of  youth  and  beau¬ 
ty  is  necedarily  (Iron.  Mere  vivacity  may  amute  in 
a  girl,  but  in  a  woman  cannot  give  laltmg  deligut  ; 
and  trifling  accomplifliments  are  all  too  feeble  to  hx  the  - 
heart.  Yet  fuch  things,  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  are  the 
only  fources  from  whence  the  generality  of  young  wo¬ 
men  at  prefent  feek  to  derive  their  power.  In  this 
purfuit  the  unmeaning  appiauie,  01  momentary  admi¬ 
ration  of  a  few,  is  fup poled  to  found  a  fuperior  and 
permanent  importance  with  all.  What  are  the  effects  d 
From  that  moment,  female  foftnefs  is  forgotten  ;  chrif- 
tiau  condefcenlion  is  held  mean  :  Humility,  the  pa¬ 
rent  of  almoft  every  excellence,  is  utterly  ciefpifed  ; 
and  hence  a  perpetual  aim  at  proud  dominion,  mftead 
of  that  obfequious  majefly  aferibed  by  the  poet  to  in¬ 
nocent  Eve — an  aim,  indeed, ,  frequently  thwarted  m 
thefe  her  daughters,  and,  when  fuccefsful,  productive 
of  a  triumoh  always  difgufling  to  us  her  fons— Hence 
1  X  l  to 
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Inia  ,  !ra  COmP°,und  of  conceited  allurement  anj 
If:  ,  d  Fr,luer)’»  ^  place  of  thofe  genuine  attractions 
Wh.en  are  at.enuant  on  modefty  and  fweetnefs  :  hence, 
to  %  no  more,  nvalOiip  ,n  figure,  and  quarrels  for 
conquiefts  without  end.  Hew  often,  alas,  have  we 
lecn  thefe  tmngs  difgrace  the  fingle  flate  1  Nor  need 
We  v/onucr,  tnat  from  habit  they  are  often  carried  in- 
o  tue  conjugal ;  with  tins  difference,  that  the  folly  and 
preemption  before  diffufed  and  prattiled  on  all,  are 
now,  perhaps,  concentered  arid  turned  upon  the  huf- 
fano.  Would  you,  rr.y  dear  charge,  avoid  a  conduct 
10  "Recent  and  unhappy  ?  Would  you  fecure,  in  both 
conditions,  an  influence  equally  jolt  and  amiable?  To 
^<1  other  virtues  and  attainments  befitting  your  Tex* 
^eain  to  join  Meeknefs,  Meeknefs  is  followed  with 
every  honour,  while  ihe  arrogates  none.  Female 
Meeknefs,  the  better  part  of  Mankind  Lave  always 
con  [pi  red  to  crown  with  never-fading  wreaths  of  love 
and  praife.  It  is  thine,  thou  fair  form,  to  command 
by  obeying,  and  by  yielding  to  conquer,  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Religion,  a  many  daughters  have  done  virtuouf- 
iy,  but  thou  excelled  them  all.” 


Fhe merits  of  this  moll  lovely  grace  I  have  engag¬ 
ed  to  difplay •  Its  importance  in  the  married  fiaie°I 
mentioned  in  the  clofe  of  my  lafl  difccurfe.  Let  me 
prefs  that  conflderation,  and  then  proceed. 

In  the  paflage  from  which  we  have  taken  our  text, 
the  apoftle  exhorts  chridian  women  to  be  in  fubjefVion 
to  their  own  hulbands,  adding,  as  a  motive  which  de¬ 
served  their  regard,  <c  that  if  any  obey  not  the  woid, 
they  alio  without  the  word  may  be  won  by  the  con- 
verfation  of  the  wives,  while  they  behold  your  ch  aiie 
conyerfation,  coupled  with  fear;  and  fo  he  goes  on  to 
recommend  that  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  which  ou*ht 
so  be  their  principal  ornament.  With  relation  tome 
particular  cafe  by  him  fuppofed,  his  meaning  evidently 
is,  that  thofe  his  female  difeipies  might,  by  a  pious  and 
exaft:  deportment,  full  of  fweetnefs  and  moderation, 
gain  their  hulbands  over  to  a  religion,  which  they  had 
not  yet  embraced,  but  which  they  would  be  no  longer 
able  to  refill^  whan  they  beheld  and  experienced  us 
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lappy  efforts  on  t tie  tempers  and  manner*  of  their 
,/ives.  To  every  excellent  woman,  that  in  ibn  way 
>as  been  inftrumental  to  fave  a  foul  irom  death,  wc 
hay  addrefs,  though  in  a  lower  fenfe,  thofe  wends, 
j/hich  were  fpoken  by  Gabriel  to  the  V  irgm  Mary, 
)n  a  great  occafion,  6i  Hail,  thou  that  art  highly  fav¬ 
oured,  the  Lord  is  with  thee:  blcfTed  art  thou  among 

Ivomend* 

I  cannot  do  juflire  to  this  part  of  my  argument 
ivithout  remarking,  that  there  is  reafon  to  fear  much 
4)f  the  worthleffnefs  of  many  married  men,  as  wed  as 
fnuch  of  the  unhappinefs  both  of  them  and  their  part¬ 
ners,  mull  be  imputed  to  the  Turbulent  PaiTions,  cr 
Uncomplying  Humours  of  the  latter.  Such  is  the 
farnenefs  of  the  matrimonial  Hate  on  one  hand,  fnch  its 
cares  on  the  other,  and,  it  is  but  fair  to  add,  fuch  the 
indifpofition  of  numbers  of  men  to  be  long  delighted  , 
that  to  preferve  the  attachment  of  a  hufband  unimpair¬ 
ed,  the  utnioll  attention,  and  the  mildell  complacence, 
are  commonly  requifite  on  me  fide  ot  the  woman. 

i{  iL’cn  in  the  happiefl  choice, where  fav’ring  heavhi 
Has  equal  love  and  eafy  fortune  given, 

Think  not,  the  hufband  gain’d,  that  ail  is  done. 

The  prize  of  happinefs  mufl  flail  be  won  ; 

And  oft  the  careiefs  find  it  to  their  cofl, 

The  lover  in  the  hufband  may  be  loO  : 

The  Giaces  might  alone  his  heart  allure  ; 

They  and  die  Virtues  meeting  mufl  fe  cured* 

I  am  a  don  1  m  ed  at  the  folly  of  many  women,  who 
are  dill  reproaching  their  hufbands  lor  leaving  them 
alone,  for  preferring  this  or  that  company  to  theirs,  for 
treating  them  with  this  and  the  other  mark  of  difre- 
gard  or  indifference  ;  when,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  they 
iiave  themielves,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  blame.  Not 
that  I  would  juftify  the  men  in  any  thing  wrong  on 
their  part.  But  had  you  behaved  to  them  with  a 
more  refpeftful  obfervanee,  and  a  mure  equal  tender- 
neis  ;  ftuuying  their  humours,  overlooking  their  mif- 
«akes,  fubaiiuing  to  their  opinions  in  matters  indiffer¬ 
ent,  pa  Cluj  by  little  inffauces  of  unevennefsj  ciprice, 
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or  paftion,  giving  foft  anfwers  to  hafty  words,  com¬ 
plaining  as  feldom  as  pollible,  and  making  it  your 
daily  care  to  relieve  their  anxieties,  and  prevent  their 
wi  fhe.s,  to  enliven  the  hour  of  dulnefs,  and  call  up 
the  ideas  of  felicity  ;  had  you  purfued  this  conduff, 
1  doubt  not  but  you  would  have  maintained,  and  even 
increafed  their  elleem,  fo  far  as  to  have  fecured  every 
degree  of  influence  that  could  conduce  to  their  virtue*, 
or  your  mutual  fatisfaftion  ;  and  your  houfe  might  at 
this  day,  have  been  the  abode  of  domeftic  blifs. 

There  may,  it  is  true,  be  fome  hufbands  whom  no 
goodnefs  can  imprefs.  We  owned  it  before  ;  butflill 
we  have  ground  to  believe,  that  of  men  who  would 
have  turned  out  better,  had  they  met  with  difcreet 
and  obliging  women,  multitudes  have  been  loft  by  the 
inattention  and  negleft,  as  well  as  not  a  few  by  the 
impertinence  and  preverfenefs  of  their  wives.  Little 
do  many  of  you  think  how  eafily  the  heart  may  be 
alienated.  A  generous  readinefs  to  make  every  kind 
allowance  for  what  may  be  amifs  in  others,  is  perhaps 
the  rareft  quality  in  the  world  ;  it  is  however  one  of 
the  moll  neceflary,  in  the  feveral  connexions  of  focie- 
ty,  but  efpecially  in  the  neareft  of  all  connexions.. 
And  yet  how  few  hufbands,  comparatively  ipeaking*. 
have  the  good  nature  to  exercife  it  towards  the  com¬ 
panions  of  their  life  !  How  foon  after  marriage  does 
it  often  happen,  that  every  error  is  magnified  into  a 
fault,  every  fault  into  a  vice,  and  often  a  fingle  look 
is  conftrued  into  I  know  not  what  enormity  !  One 
great  fource  of  this  mifery  is,  that  moll  men  expecl 
too  much  from  the  women  they  marry,  expefl  to  be 
always  received  with  fmiles,  and  cherifhed  by  endear¬ 
ments,  forgetting  that  they  c!o  not  always  deferve 
them,  that  thofe  women  are  like  therafelves  imperfefl, 
thet  even  the  beft  temper  will  be  hurt  by  circumftan- 
ces,  and  that  the  brighteft  fky  cannot  for  ever  remain 
unclouded.  But,  notwithflanding  all  this,  it  contin¬ 
ues  true,  that  women  might  often  do  much  more  to 
pleafe.  Iheir  dropping  to  the  hufband,  as  we  have 
frequently  feen,  thofe  engaging  manners  which  they 

pratfifed  on  the  lever,  is  impiety  and  diilra&ion  at  the 
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fame  infiant  •,  as  if  the  folemn  vows  they  made  at  the 
altar  were  words  of  courfe,  and  their  only  concern  was 
to  be  married,  not  be  happy,  or  to  gain  a  heart,  not  to 
keep  it.  They  are  apt  alfo  to  forget,  in  their  turn, 
that  the  complacence  and  obfequioufnefs  of  courtfhip 
feidom  extend  into  wedlock  ;  that  the  raptures  of  a 
common  pafTion  are  necelfarily  fhort  ;  that  an  attach¬ 
ment  without  tendernefs,  or  at  moll  an  afEe&ion  with¬ 
out  delicacy,  is  as  much  as  can  be  hoped  from  the  or¬ 
dinary  run  of  hjfbands  ;  and  that  to  preferve  even 
this,  requires  both  vigilance  and  gentlenefs. 

But  that  vigilance  which  is  forced,  will  be  frequent¬ 
ly  fufpended  ;  and  that  gentlenefs  which  is  put  on, 
will  be  always  precarious.  Therefore  we  wifh  you  to 
acquire  early  the  habits  of  felf  controui,  and  to  culti¬ 
vate,  from  principle,  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit.  This 
you  will  do  with  fuccefs,  if  imploring  and  depending 
on  the  grace  of  God.  you  make  confcience  of  curbing 
betimes  the  irafcible  paflions  of  nature,  of  fubmitting 
calmly  to  the  daily  mortifications  of  life,  ofgeneroufly 
yielding  to  thofe  about  you,  and  particularly  of  con- 
defcenaing  to  perfons  of  low  eflate. 

I  have  never  feen  a  woman  eminent  for  the  lad  of 
thefe  qualities,  who  was  not  excellent  in  many  other 
ways.  Refpefcl  to  fuperiors  may  be  enforced  by  fear, 
or  prompted  by  intered,  and  is  therefore  nodemonftra- 
tive  proof  of  a  good  heart.  But  habitual  mildnefs  to 
ihofe  of  inferior  rank,  is  one  of  its  furell  indications. 
That  young  lady  cannot  have  a  bad  mind,  who  readi¬ 
ly  enters  into  the  didre{Fes<  and  affe&ionately  contri¬ 
butes  to  the  felicity,  of  thofe  whom  Providence  has 
placed  beneath  her.  In  rea  lty  there  is  no  fuch  dif- 
covery  of  your  tempers  as  your  treatment  of  domes¬ 
tics.  She  is  always  the  worthied  character,  who  be¬ 
haves  bed  at  home,  and  is  moll  liked  by  the  fervants. 
They  are  the  trued  judges  of  a  woman's  difpofitions, 
becaufe  to  them  difguife  is  laid  abide,  and  they  fee  her 
in  all  lights.  An  unafFe&ed  propenflon  to  ufe  them 
well,  without  partiality,  and  without  caprice,  argues 
a  confirmed  benevolence.  Thofe  who  ufe  tliem 
wife;  will  urge  indeed  their  mercenary  fpirit, 
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their  want  of  gratitude,  their  want  of  worth ;  and 
iuch  complaints  may,  in  many  indances,  be  too  weil 
founded.  But  humanity  is  noble,  and  will  rife  above 
little  confiderations  ;  Chidianity  is  divine,  and  will 
not  be  overcome  of  evil,  but  will  overcome  evil  with 
good*  A  faithful  fervant  is  a  treafure,  entitled  to 
every  poflible  mark  of  regard  ;  and  fome  fuch  there 
certainly  are  in  this  country.  But  it  mull  be  confer¬ 
red,  the  generality  of  that  clafs  are  often  highly  pro¬ 
voking  :  they  are  ever  ready  to  corrupt  one  another  ; 
and  there  can  be  little  attachment  where  there  is  no 
principle,  Neverthelefs,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  treat¬ 
ing  them  with  tendernefs  when  fick,  and  with  gentle- 
nefs  at  other  times,  without  making  them  confidents,, 
would,  joined  to  a  wife  and  pious  example,  go  far  to 
gain  and  reform  many  of  them.  At  any  rate,  conde- 
fcenfion  and  generohty  to  thofe  of  lower  Ration,  will 
always  give  fadsfa&ion  to  that  mind  in  which  there  is 
real  fuperiority. 

Your  behaving  handfomely  to  your  friends,  and 
courteoufly  to  all  with  whom  you  converfe,  though 
not  fo  certainly  chara&eridic  of  the  virtue  I  paint, 
will  yet  be  a  natural  and  agreeable  effeft  of  it,  Meek- 
nefs  is  like  the  light,  which  fpreadsitfelf  every  where  ; 
though  like  the  light  too,  it  pleafes  moll  where  it  is 
lead  looked  for.  To  carry  on  the  refemblance  ;  like 
that  it  will  be  fometimes  obfcured,  but  like  that  alfo, 
we  cannot  bear  its  being  long  abfent.  Starts  of  petu¬ 
lance  may  be  forgiven  to  profperity  ;  fits  of  fretful- 
nefs  are  natural  to  affli&icm  ;  but  what  can  be  pleaded 
for  harbouring  a  Padionateor  a  Peeviih  temper,  ealily 
provoked,  and  hardly  pacified  ? 

When  I  havefeen  a  woman  in  a  rage,  I  have  always 
v  wifhed  for  a  mirror  at  hand,  to  fhow  her  to  herfelf. 
How  would  flie  have  darted  back  from  her  own  image, 
if  not  an  abfolute  Demon  I  To  thofe  of  fuch  a  damp 
I  have  nothing  to  fay  but  this,  that  a  place  awaits 
them  where  their  rage  will  have  its  full  fcope  for  ever. 
But  fome  are  of  a  calmer  drain,  four,  fpletietic,  and 
fullen  ;  not  lefs  unchridian,  or  lefs  unfemale  than  the 

•others,  and  on  one  account  much  worfe.  In  thofe 
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the  ftorm  breaks  and  clears  ;  in  thele  all  is  fettled 
gloom,  that  admits  no  iunlhme,  that  prefcnts  no  pro!- 
j>e6t  of  the  cheer!  ul  kind,  for  vulgar  ana  u  n®nhaht- 
ened  fpirits,  thus  continually  overcall,  there  may  he 
fome  excufe,  from  the  want  of  better  inftrufficn,  tnat 
might  have  helped  to  correft:  their  natural  infelicity  of 
temper.  But  what  {hall  be  faid  for  habitual  rancour, 
deep  refentment,  and  cool  malignity  in  thole  women 
who,  together  with  underftandings  originally  good 
(for  fome  fuch  there  are)  have  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  books  and  convention,  of  elegant  breeding  and 
knowledge  of  the  world  ?  In  truth,  their  heads  fe-sm 
to  have  llarved  their  hearts  ;  and  the  talents  they  pof- 
fefs  ferve  only  to  render  them  completer  bends. 

It  is' a  ft  range  raiftake  of  many  who  think,  that,  pro¬ 
vided  they  do  not  indulge  to  one  particular  pallion, 
they  may  give  a  loofe  to  all  the  re  It  i  as  sf  a  woman 
could  offend  only  by  incontinence ;  or  as  if  her  not 
committing  a  fin  to  which,  perhaps,  from  the  coldnefs 
of  her  complexion,  The  has  no  propenfi ty,  or,  from 
which  (he  is  reftrained  by  the  dread  of  immediate  in¬ 
famy  and  ruin,  would  atone  for  the  commiftion  of 
others  without  number;  for  vanity  and  arrogance,  for 
felfifhnefs  and  envy,  for  fufpi cion  and  revenge,  for  un¬ 
bounded  cenforioufnefs,  or  the  blackeft  malice  ?  I  am 
fufficiently  aware  that  Pride  may  not  comprehend  the 
remark,  and  that  Uncharitahlenefs  may  not  forgive  it  ; 
but  no  candid  hearer  will  miftake  me  when  I  fay,  that 
however  fcandalous  and  however  dellru&ive  the  lulls 
of  the  fleih  may  be,  thofe  of  the  mind  are  yet  more 
heinous,  being  the  proper  and  peculiar  image  of  the 
worff  and  wickedelt  being  in  the  univerfe  ;  in  one 
word,  they  are  infernal. 

Our  mailer  underllood  the  diftinflion  well,  and  was 
not  afraid  to  (how  that  he  underllood  it.  In  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  a  teacher  he  converfed  freely  with  publicans 
and  Tinners  ;  he  treated  them  tenderly  ;  he  came  not, 
as  he  himfelf  faid,  <£  to  call  the  righteous,  but  Tinners 
to  repen  lance.”  What  gentlenefs  did  he  not  difplay 
to  the  poor  creature  taken  in  adultery  !  What  for- 
givenefs  of  the  well-known  female  penitent,  who,  but 
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a  little  before,  had  been  plunged  in  diforder  and  frame ! 
Such  he  declared  frould  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  more  readily  than  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees, 
in  fpite  of  all  their  ablutions  and  prayers,  their  fre¬ 
quent  fafting?,  and  fpecious  demeanour  ;  a  proud, 
lelf-juftifying,  and  mod  unmerciful  fet  of  men,  whom 
he  fcrupled  not,  for  thefe  reafons  to  pronounce  “  the 
childern  of  the  devil.”  Let  me  perfuade  you,  from 
the  example  of  your  Saviour,  to  learn  Pity  towards 
fuch  as  have  gone  aftray.  How  ungracious  in  women  not 
to  frow  mercy  to  women  !  Let  me  prevail  with  you 
never  to  exprefs  a  fupercilious  contempt,  or  unforgiv¬ 
ing  feverity,  on  the  fubjett  of  thofe  haplefs  beings 
whofe  mifery  pleads  for  commiferation  yet  louder 
than  their  crimes  call  for  cenfure.  Which  of  you 
can  be  fure  that  you  would  not  have  yielded  to  the 
fame  temptations  which  overcame  them  ?  Where  are 
thofe  perfefl  chara&ers  that  can  anfwer  for  their  own 
liability  ?  Who  made  you  to  differ  from  the  wretch- 
edefl  of  human  kind  ?  Believe  me,  chridians,  th<? 
mod  genuine  virtue  is  always  the  mod  humble,  and 
the  mod  charitable. 

Merciful  heaven,  may  the  bed  gifts  of  thy  provi¬ 
dence,  and  the  fweeted  influence  of  thy  grace,  de¬ 
scend  evermore  on  thatbleffed  Edablidiment,  which 
has  opened  a  fan&uary  for  wretched  females  weary  of 
vice,  and  willing  to  reform  !  May  all  its  benefactors 
obtain  mercy  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  !  What  fuperior 
honour  does  fuch  an  edablidiment,  with  its  fider  indi- 
-tution,  that  happy  Afylum  for  the  helplefs  young 
creatures  of  your  fex  who  are  yet  uncorrupted,  reflect 
on  this  nation  i  They  are  truly  the  mod  didirguidiing 
glory  of  Britain  ;  the  faired  flowers,  if  I  may  fo  fay, 
in  all  the  garland  of  Englifr  Humanity. 

But  let  me  recommend  to  you  Candour,  with  regard 
to  your  fex  in  general,  as  well  as  compaffion  towards 
.the  unhappy  part  of  it.  Ah,  my  fair  clients,  what 
frail  we  {ay  in  your  behalf  to  thofe  men  who  are  al¬ 
ways  telling  us  of  your  ill-natured  remarks,  or  illiberal 
infinuations  to  the  difadvantacre  of  one  another?  Such 
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cd  paflion,  we  give  up  at  once  with  indignation  and 
abhorrence.  Thofe  wilful  and  deliberate  deftroyers 
of  reputation  are  of  their  “father  the  devil,  who  was5* 
an  accufer,  and  “a  murderer  from  the  beginning  ;  nor, 
while  they  do  his  works,  will  it  avail  them  aught, 
though,  like  him,  they  could  in  other  refpe&s  “  tranf- 
form  themfelves  into  angels  of  light.**  No  lull  re  of 
beauty,  no  brilliancy  of  underhanding,  can,  even  a- 
mong  the  warmed  friends  of  the  fex,  make  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  fpirit  of  cenforioufnefs  in  a  female,  f  or 
my  own  part,  I  confider  good  nature  and  candid  fen- 
timents  as  fo  peculiarly  indifpenfable  in  every  woman, 
that,  when  1  want  to  eftimate  the  chara&er  of  any 
young  lady,  I  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  commend¬ 
ing  highly  fome  perfon  of  her  own  fex,  and  about  her 
own  age,  but  rather  younger,  whom  fhe  knows,  and 
who  is  defervedly  a  favourite  with  the  men.  If, 
without  hefitation,  referve,  or  a  hngle  Bur,  if  with 
apparent  pleafure  and  cordiality  die  joins  in  the  praife  ; 
I  am  willing  from  that  moment  to  form  a  favourable 
opinion  of  her  heart.  I  may  be  midakeri :  it  may  be 
ail  artifice  ;  bur,  for  the  mod  part,  I  think  not.  If  on 
the  contrary— But  I  need  not  exprefs  the  red..  In¬ 
form  us,  ye  ftudcnts  of  human  nature,  what  it  js  in 
the  female  mind,  that,  without  the  redraints  of  lupcv 
rior  worth,  inclines  it  fo  drongly  to  the  love  of  fcan- 
fldi  r  I  am  difpofed  to  nope,  that,  befide  the  compe¬ 
titions  foirnerly  expjained,  it  may  he  often  ow!n<T  fo 
the  acrimony  produced  by  difappointment,  and  often 
to  the  habits  contracted  by  affoclating  with  thole  who, 
having  no  fund  of  entertainment  in  themfelvcs,  are 
forced  to  feek  it  at  the  expenfe  of  others.  Be  it  ow¬ 
ing  however  to  what  it  will,  one  thing  is  certain,  that 
a  pronenefs  to  indulge  it  is  always  deteftable  ;  as.  on 
the  other  hand,  fhe  who  has  the  generofity  to  aoprove 
mod.  will  have  always  the  fatisfattion  orbein*  mod  ap¬ 
proved  ;  and  for  the  bed  of  qualities,  am  amiable  tem¬ 
per.— No,  my  fair  ones,  nothing  can  make  amends  for 
tne  want  of  that.  It  is.  like  wifidom:  “It  cannot  be 
valued  with  the  gold  of  Ophyr,  with  the  precious  onyx 
£5  the  fapphire.  ^Tne  gold  and  the  ebrydai  cannot 
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equal  it ;  and  the  exchange  of  it  {hall  not  be  for  jewels 
of  fine  gold.  No  mention  (hall  be  made  of  coral  or 
of  pearls ;  for  the  price  of  it  is  above  rubies.  The 
topaz  of  Ethiopia  (hall  not  equal  it/*  Preferve  it, 
dearly  beloved,  and  cherifii  it  for  ever. 

Let  u  the  law  of  kindnefs”  be  in  your  tongue.  <€A 
froward  mouth  and  perverfe  lips  put  far  from  you.** 
Guard  againft  every  word,  againft  every  hint  that 
would  give  pain  unneceffarily  to  any  creature.  Be¬ 
ware  of  mifiaking  pertnefs  for  vivacity,  or  petulance 
for  fpirit.  Tremble  at  the  thought  of  facrificing 
friendfliip  to  a  jeft.  Indulge  in  no  cafe  a  propenfity 
to  contradiction,  or  the  itch  of  criticifm,  Be  not  hafly 
to  draw  charaBers,  in  general  companies  efpeciailv. 
Whenever  you  do,  be  fure  to  touch.on  what  is  praife- 
worthy  :  fomething  praife-worthy  there  is  in  every 
character.  Over  what  is  culpable  throw  the  veil  of 
charity  as  often  as  you  can.  As  well  in  this  as  in  other 
refpe&s  u  charity  fhall  hide  a  multitude  of  fins/’ 
W hen  the  abfent  are  condemned,  jufhfy  their  conduG, 
if  poffible  ;  extenuate  it,  if  not  ;  fome  circumilance  of 
extenuation  may  be  almoll  always  found.  If,  in  your 
judgment  of  human  aftions,  you  mull;  frequently  err,  let 
it  ever  be  on  the  favourable  fide  ;  and  remember,  that 
one  of  a  noble  nature  had  much-  rather  be  thought  hu¬ 
mane  than  witty,  fimple  than  fevere.  Show  yourfelves 
pleafed  as  often  as  you  really  are  fo ;  and  you  will  fel- 
dom  fail  of  pleafing.  Join  to  all  the  red  the  magna¬ 
nimity  of  applauding  freely  in  other  women  that  beau¬ 
ty  ,  and  thole  accomplifiiments,  which  you  yourfelves 
may  chance  not  to  pofTefs,  or  to  poffefs  only  in  an  in¬ 
ferior  degree. — Plow  lovely  and  great  will  you  appear 
by'  an  unalFeGed  attention  to  fuch  maxims  i  I  he  Ipark- 
fmg  of  wit,  or  the  fplendor  of  fortune  in  others,  they 
aiTuile  and  dazzle  for  a  time ;  but  you  fhall  fecure  folid 
and  lading  elteem.  Your  fociety  will  be  fought,  as 
eafy  and  iafe  ;  your  friendlhip  will  be  prized,  as  fin- 
cere  and  afFeGionate  ;  in  your  tender  bofoms  your  ac¬ 
quaintance  will  long  to  repofe  their  hearts;  and  from 
your  lympathetic  manner  of  entering  into  their  coa- 

♦  cerns,  thev  will  receive  confolation. 
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But  is  there  no  danger  of  finking  into  infipidity  br 
fuch  a  behaviour  l  Not  the  leaff ;  it  it  be  accompanied 
with  thofe  other  qualities  which  women  ought  to  cul¬ 
tivate.  And  what  fhould  hinder  the  fotteil  1  p l r 1 1  o* 
your  fex  from  acquiring,  if  the  will,  any  one  virtue 
accomplifhment  proportionate  to  her  capacity  ?  it  |s 
pofiible  indeed,  that  fuch  acaft  of  mind  may  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  lefs  resolution  in  difficulties,  with  lets  endur¬ 
ance  of  affliction,  with  lets  acutenels  of  wit,  oriels  forc« 
of  underftandiirg  ;  but  by  due  pains  taken  with  heifeir 
a  woman  of  this  fort  will,  I  apprehend,  beyond  a.i 
others,  improve  into  that  form  of  character  which  we 
would  willingly  convince  you  is  the  molt  beautiful  m 
a  female.  There  are,  I  will  acknowledge,  now  and 
then,  in  fome  of  a  different  mould,  certain  little  capit- 
ces,  or  lively  failies  and  ftarts  of  humour,  that  are  not 
unpleafing  on  particular  occafions,  But  then  they  re¬ 
quire  to  be  bounded  by  decency,  and  blended  with 
fenfe  ;  nor  muff  the  great  principles  of  good  affeftion 
be  ever  forgotten. 

Amongft  the  many  other  advantages  refill  ting  from 
female  neeeknefs,  I  muff  not  omit  to  mention  how  much 
it  will  conduce  to  Perfonal  AttraClion.  As  it  coin- 
monly  implies  calm  paffions,  fo  it  naturally  produces, 
or  happily  promotes,  that  ferene  manner  which  is  al¬ 
ways  engaging,  (a  flutter  never  is)  and  which,  meeting 
a  fentimental  mind,  refines  very  readily  into  a  grace- 
fulnefs  of  mein,  more  real  than  any  that  is  acquired  in 
gay  aflemblies,  and,  to  an  obfervant  eye,  much  more 
alluring.  Imagine  a  circle  of  handfome  young  women, 
where  one  is  diltinguifhed  above  the  rett  by  a  flowing, 
yet  compofed  affability  ;  by  a  meek  look,  and  modefl 
carriage,  in  which  there  appears  no  confeioufnefs  of 
beauty,  no  return  upon  herfeif,  no  ftudy  to  become  the 
object  of  the  company,  novifible  attention  to  her  drefs 
or  perfon,  but  a  recoliefted  air,  and  fteady  regard  to 
thofe  about  her ;  what  fuperior  pleafure  and  refpeft 
will  her  prefence  neceflarily  infpire  !  Suppofe  her,  if 
you  will,  entirely  filent,  from  a  difpofition  to  give  place 
toothers  who  may  feem  more  defirous  of  talking;  will 
»ot  her  very  lilence  interefl?  But  when3  on  finding 
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room  left  her  to  fhsure  in  the  difcourfe,  {he  delivers  her- 
leu.  with  that  fweetnefs  of  voice  which  often'  accom¬ 
panies  mild  affcftions,  expreffing  in  gentle  unfludied 
accents  iuch  fentiments  as  are*worthy  of  her  chara&er » 
I  leave  you  to  gads  the  eft  eft  on  every  fufceptible 
by-ilander.  Alas  .  my  friends,  what  is  all  the  mo¬ 
mentary  mil  re  yon  are  continually  labouring  to  give 
tilde  bps, .  compared  with  the  permanent  beauties  of 
a  ove  y  mina,  breathing  from  them  in  agreeable  con¬ 
vention  ?  Let  me  add,  where  the  grace  of  meeknef© 
has -the  foul  in  full  poffeffion,  it  will  be  often  feen 
beaming  in  the  eyes  with  a  bland  fenfibility,  and  {port- 

?Vhne  C0UDtenance  ln  placid  fmiles,  more  foft  than 
Jne  iof ten  glow  of  a  fummer  evening  ;  efpecialiy  when 
the  mind  is  at  any  time  exalted  into  livelier  emotions 
,  ber^n^7  anc^  joy-  Or  once  more  let  us  fuppofe, 
tnat  arriicuon  has  given  to  fuch  a  face  a  caft  of  folem- 

Jfy  ar,Q  ianguor  ;  it  will  ftill  retain  a  kind  of  fober 
charm  that  is  inexprefTibly  affe&ing,  In  truth,  beauty 
n^ver  touches  the  heart  fo  deeply,  as  when  with  a  fweet 
unrelubiant  furrender  it  feems  ready  to  faint  under  the 

ftock  of  misfortune,  or  the  load  of  forrow.  But  to 

proceed  : 

I  would  take  the  liberty  to  obferve,  that  chriftian 
meeknefs  will  be  of  particular  ufe  to  prevent  the  artful 
Behaviour  fo  frequently  complained  of  in  women,  and 
in  many  infiances  fo  juflly.  The  complaint,  I  con- 
feis,  comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  thofe  men,  whofe 
daily  fiudy  it  is,  in  one  fflape  or  another,  to  impofe  on 
tiic  fex  j  nor  can  I  doubt  but  many  of  the  latter  would 
have  more  fmcerity  ;  if  the  others  had  lefs  defign. 
They  probably  think  themfelves  juflified  in  baffling 
art  by  art ;  arid  from  the  fcience  of  defence  and  refin¬ 
ance,  they  are  too  apt  to  pais  to  that  of  flratagem  and 
attack.  It  is  marvellous,  indeed,  to  what  lengths  many 
of  them  carry  it,  till  they  become  mere  compofitions 
of  hypocrify ;  where  each  ingenuous  feeling  is  lofi, 
and  every  word,  look,  motion,  and  minute  proceeding, 
is  a  iyc  ^  Whether  it  be  that  Nature  has  given  them 
more  fubtilty,  or  that  education  has  taught  them  more 
difguife,  or  that  their  condition  affords  them  greater 
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leifure  to  ihlnk  of  fuch  things,  or  that  they  are  willing 
to  make  jp  m  wiles  what  they  want  in  ftrength  ; 
whether  it  be  owing  to  one,  or  to  all  of  tnefe  caules, 

I  know  not ;  but  tne  fatf  is  this,  that  there  are  very 
few  men  able  to  contend  with  a  cunning  woman  in  hen 

own  way.  , 

Neverthelefs,  I  mutt  inform  fuch  diflemblers,  that 

cunning  is  not  true  ability  ;  it  is  at  bed  but  left-hand¬ 
ed  wifdom  ;  it  carries  with  it  an  obliquity,  and  an  im¬ 
potence,  that  a  noble  mind  will,  and  that  a  capable  one 
ought  to  defpife.  I  need  not  fay,  that  it  is  diametri¬ 
cally  oppofite  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  which 
admits  our  being  6 4  wife  as  ferpents,”  only  io  far  as  is 
confident  with  our  being  “ harmlefs  as  doves.”  The 
maxims  of  a  virtuous  prudence  are  comprehend  ve  \  and 
{he  who  has  learnt,  with  an  humble  reliance  on  heav¬ 
en’s  direfhon,  to  apply  them  as  occafion  requites, 
will  never  want  the  afhftance  of  artifice.  In  ihort, 
artifice  is  very  often  a  feeble  auxiliary,  and  almoii 
conftantly  betraying  tnofe  that  trud  to  it.  bond  pre- 
podeflion,  or  unfufpeefing  candour,  may,  no  doubt,  be 
cafily  deceived,  by  female  difguife  ;  but  it  is  difficult 
to  ad  a  part  long.  Didimulation  will  fometimes  let 
fall  the  mafk  *,  and  he  has  not  the  fpirit  of  a  man,  who 
does  not  abhor  and  fcorn  the  detected  impofter.  Mean 
while,  what  a  laborious  talk  is  hers  !  How  anxious, 
ignoble,  and  wretched  !  From  this,  my  fair  difciples, 
native  goodnefs  and  chriftian  meeknefs  will  fays  you. 
By  being  what  you  ought  to  appear,  you  will  be  un¬ 
der  no  temptation  of  appearing  what  you  are  not.  An 
obliging  convention,  and  loft  deportment,  will  pro¬ 
ceed  from  youfrfeely  as  from  a  living  fountain.  Hav¬ 
ing  no  bad  padions  to  conceal,  your  thoughts  and  man¬ 
ners  will  be  tranfparent.  Truth  wilt  be  your  promp¬ 
ter,  while  Difcretion  is  your  guard.  In  you  Virtue 
will  wear  her  milded  afpeef,  without  condraint  and 
without  duiy.  The  bafenefsand  barbarity  of  inviting 
and  encouraging  addrefies,  winch  you  mean  not  in  the 
end  to  accept,  you  will  avoid  and  deted.  A  proffer¬ 
ed  heart  you  will  refufe  with  civility  and  gratitude, 
where  you  cannot  return  your  own  ;  or  wnerc  you  can 
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and  ought,  you  will  accept  with  generofity  and  afFeo 
tion.  Let  me  add,  upon  the  whole,  that  as  every 
mode  of  diffimulation  is  equally  injudicious  and  unbe¬ 
coming,  fo  Ihe  will  always  be  the  mod  attractive,  while 
ihe  is  the  only  honourable  chafer,  who  cuitivatee 
genuine  worth  in  (lead  of  artificial  forms,  and  practife* 
undine  mb  led  fweetnefs  infiead  of  fictitious  courtefy. 

Such  a  one  was  Ifabella,  the  darling  of  all  who 
Knew  her.  It  is  true,  (he  lived  where  virtue  was  not 
echpled  by  fortune,  and  where  depravity  0f  manners 
did  not  prevent  the  admiration  of  excellence.  Pier 
inmd  was  very  early  accomplifhed  \  it  was  that' of  a 
woman,  when  Ihe  was  yet  but  a  child.  It  fhone  in 
tier  face  with  a  generous  warmth,  and  at  the  fame 
yrae  a  calm  intelligence,  feld-om  fecn  in  a  countenance 
io  young ;  it  produced  in  her  whole  deportment  a  mix*. 
Hire  of  foftneli  and  dignity,  which  Ihe  alone  did  not 
perceive.  In  company,  the  merits  of  others,  mot  her 
engaged  ad  her  attention.  She  was  never  peru 
Her  diffidence  kept  her  too  frequently  fiient  ;  when 
the  fpoke,  it  was  with  fwcet  fimpiicity  and  fmiiirm  re. 
Ipe6d.  Pier  voice  was  melody  itfelf,  without  °fhat 
frivolous  whine  whicEls  often'occafioned  by  difiem- 
idling,  and  often  by  affectation.  Among!!  her  inti¬ 
mate  companions  Ihe  was  iprtghtly  and  playful  :  foe 
th^na  file  felt  the  enthufiauu  ot  fnendihip,  filer  pen 
flowed  in  a  ftream  of  fentiment  alike  tender  and  exalt¬ 
ed  ;  it  was  the  interpreter  of  her  heart.  Every  duty 
becoming  her  ftation,  and  confident  with  her  years, 
file  fulfilled  from  inftind  fanbtified  by  piety  ;  a  pietv* 
in  which  meeknefs  Hill  prefided.  Heaven  beheld  fo. 
gentle  a  fpirit  with  complacence,  and  took  her  away 
from  the^evil  to  come  ;  took  her  to  itfelf,  in  all  the 
purity  of  untainted  virtue.  She  was  feized  on  a  fud- 
den  :  I  then  faw  her:  Ihe  was  no  way  alarmed. 
Young  and  beautiful,  admired  and  happy,  Ihe  furrend- 
ered  her  foul  with  a  placid  refignation  ;  Ihe  fmiied  in 
her  Iaft  moments  ;  the  (mile  remained  on  her  clay-cold 
vifage  for  iometime  after  the  informing  mind  was  fled. 
She  was  lovely  and  pleafant  in  her  life,  and  in  her 
death  an  objeft  of  univerfal  and  affe&bnute  iamen  ta¬ 
tter  „ 
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tion.  Her  little  flory  formfties  a  proof,  that  fentiment 
and  meeknefs  conjoined,  are  fopenor  to  all  other  al¬ 
lurements  ;  and  that  difpofuions  at  once  mild  and  vir¬ 
tuous  require  neither  dilguife  nor  heightening. 

I  prefume  you  know,  that  the  language  or  mip 
tion  reprefents  the  interna!  chanter  under  the  notion 
of  a  perfon  or  living  form,  which  it  fiiles  the  Old  or 
the  New  Man,  according  as  the  principles  of  fin  or  of 
holinefs  have  the  afcendant.  By  the  fame  figure  of 
fpeech,  the  inward  graces  and  decorations  of  a  chri.- 
tianare  here  termed,  “  the  hidden  man  ot  me  heart,  n 
that  which  is  not  corruptible  ;  to  contra.!  theiB'v“li 
that  corooreal  beauty,  and  thole  external  enmelliih- 
inents,  which  are  immediately  palpable  to  the  fen les, 
and  like  them  fubjefl  to  decay  and  corruption,  i  hus 
it  is  that  St.  Peter  would  call  off  your  too  anxious  at¬ 
tention  from  inferior,  outfide,  and  fhort-hved  attrac¬ 
tions,  whether  original  or  affumed,  to  foch  as  are  o, 
iupreme  value,  being  in  their  nature  ipintual  and  un- 
mortal.  Nor  does  he  fimply  relt  there,  but  farther  re¬ 
commends  die  latter  as  highly  Acceptable  to  your 
Maker,  “even  the  ornament  of  a mee^  ana  quiet  ipir« 
it,  which  is  in  the  fight  of  God  of  great  price. 

Such  a  fnirit,  indeed,  bears  a  near  resemblance  to- 
his  own  molt  merciful  and  bleHed  attributes  to  ins 
well  beloved  Son,  and  our  divinely  benevolent  Saviour, 
to  thofe  good  and  happy  creatures  that  conltuine  me 
ur  Mic  world,  and  to  all  the  excellent  oiks  of  human 
find,  both  on  earth  and  in  heaven,  that  belong  to  the 
fame  great  family  of  love.  Such  a  fpirit  proceeds  di- 
yecl!y°fVom  the  common  parent,  and  cannot  but  be 
oleahng  to  its  author.  W  hat  lays  St.  James  ?  1  he 

\\  ifdorn  that  is  from  above  is  firit  pure,  then  peacea- 
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aentle,  and  eafy  to  be  intieated,  full  of  mercy  and 


good3 fruits.55  Such  is  the  temper  of  chriftianiiy,  and 
ttrch  are  its  effefts. 

To  chenfh  them  in  yourfelves  let  all  the  preceding 
confiderations  incite  you  :  but  above  them  ad,  be  en¬ 
gaged  by  the  divine  ambition  of  being  approved  by 
the  Sovereign  Judge  and  Revvarder  of  excellence*— » 
W  hat  can  be  added  to  iuch  an  argument  \  or  what  can 
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we  offer  upon  it,  that  will  be  any  way  anfwerable  to  its 
dignity  ?  1  O  appear  beautiful  in  the  eye  of  God  • 

to  be  beloved  by  the  monarch  of  the  univerfe  ;  to  be 
admitted,  if  I  may  ule  the  phrafe,  as  fo  many  fair  and 
finning  pillars,  into  his  temple  below  ;  while  he  con- 
templates  each  with  a  pleafing  afpeQ,  and  purpofes  to 
remove  them  in  due  urrie  to  his  fanftuary  on  high 
where  they  ftall  remain  his  everlafling  delight,  as  well 
as  the  never  ceafing  admiration  of  furrounding  cheru- 
,7'Sreat  Creator,  what  equal  fuch  exaltation 

fnlft-rV7  f  Andcan  any  of  you,  my  hearers,  be 
deflitute  of  every  nobler  fentiment  as  not  to  afpire 

aiter  privileges  like  thefe  ?  Unmoved  by  fuch  ideas 

can  you  turn  away  with  impatience,  and  "run  to  fcenes 

of  drefs  and  (how  with  the  fame  little  inglorious  paf- 

lions  as  before  ;  preferring  to  the  approbation  of  the 

eternal  the  flighted  regards  from  the  Allied  mortals  ? 

Go,  thou  fenlelefs  creature,  and  boaft  of  being  admir- 

ta  uy  toe  butterflies  of  a  day  :  See  what  they  will  do 

j0r  ,  ef’  rhen  "hofe.  favour  thou  negleQelf,  and 
01  fuch  things,  ftall  caufe  thy  “  beauty  to  confume 
line  a  moth,  and  thy  heart  to  fink  within  thee  like  a 
Stone,  imagination  Shudders  at  the  thought  of  that 

dav.  wh^n  thnu  OvnU  . _ n-  P  ^  .  liaL 


o  ---  — ««.  luc  uiuugru  or  tnat 
cay,  when  thou  fhajt  enter,  trembling,  forfaken  and 
forlorn,  thefe  dnmal  regions  which  the  voice  ofadula- 
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,  me  vu icc  or  aauia- 

non  cannot  reach,  where  nothing  fliall  be  heard  but 
.ounds  of  reproach  and  blafphemy,  and  wo  ;  where 
i  npt  of  every  ornament  that  now  decks  thy  body,  and 
drift  of  that  body  ttfelf,  thy  mind  mull  appear  without 
flicker  or  covering,  all  deformed  and  gbaftjy,  mangled 
wall  the  wounds  of  defpainng  guilt,  and  diftorted  by 
the  violence  of  envenomed  paffions,  while  demons 
ihak  mocit  at  ihy  mifery.  Save  us,  almighty  Redeem- 

SI"\wVe,1,  !e  y°ar,S  people  from  a  doom  fo  dreadful  J 
W  oulcl  you  concur  to  prevent  it  ?  Begin  with  re¬ 
training  the  love  of  ornament:  or  rather,  turn  that 
dangerous  affeftion  into  a  higher  channel,  and  let  is 
tow  ;  it  will  ihen  become  fafe,  ufeful,  noble.  Here 
you  will  have  fcope  for  ihe  larged  fancy.  To  ihe 
aaorning  of  your  charafters  we  wifh  you  to  fet  no 
younos,  In  dreffing  the  foul  for  the  company  of  faints. 

Of 
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of  angels,  of  God  himfelf,  you  cannot  employ  too 
much°ume  or  thought.  In  Undying  and  cultivating 
“  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart,”  you  will  every  day  dil- 
cover  new  charms,  that  will  improve  with  age,  bloom 
in  ficknefs,  live  in  death,  furvive  the  defolation  of  t  e 
grave,  afeend  triumphant  to  the  wor  d  of  perfetUieau- 
fv,  and  continue  to  “brighten  under  the  fmile  of  heaven 
for  ever.  In  a  word,  all  the  bell  things .  tn  the  cr 
tion,  together  with  the  Creator  himfelf,  concur  1 
lovin^  and  honouring  a  beauteous  mind* 

Nor  is  this  a  diftinftion,  for  which  you  mud  con¬ 
tend  with  too  many  competitors.  Carry  the  pal  ion 
for  drefs  almoft  ever  fo  high,  you  will  dill  have  the 
mortification  to  find  fome  one  or  other  outlhine  you  in 
tafte,  or  in  magnificence  ;  but  the  palm  of  wifdom  you 
may  bear  away  from  the  greater  part  unenvied,  if  you 
will  only  allow  them  the  fuperiority  of  fafhion.  Oh. 
that  I  knew  how  to  awaken,  on  this  fubjett,  the  ipint 
of  ambition  in  thofe  who  are  fo  prone  to  indulge  it  on 
a  thoufand  others  !  Happy  preacher,  couldft  thou  be¬ 
hold  thy  hearers  filled  with  emulation  to  excel  one 
another,  in  all  the  modeft  graces  and  mild  accomphlh- 
ments  that  can  adorn  their  iexl  Happy  Britain,  were 
this  the  tera  in  which  Religion,  with  her  whole  train 
of  Virtues,  might  rife  into  repute  amonglt  thy  child¬ 
ren  ;  in  which  thy  fons  might  be  “  as  plants  grown 
up  in  their  youth,”  and  thy  “daughters  as  corner- 
hones  poliflied  after  the  fiusilitude  of  a  palace  . 
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T  H  E  preacher  can  readily  fuppofe,  that  many 
things  advanced  on  the  fubjed  of  Women,  in  the  courfe 
of  thefe  Sermons,  will  be  deemed,  by  the  generality  of 
his  own  fex,  too  foothing,  while,  by  the  majority  of 
yours,  many  will  be  judged  too  fevere ;  fuch  is  the 
force  of  prejudice  on  both  Tides.  That  he  himfelf  is 
quite  impartial,  it  is  impoffible  for  him  to  be  certain* 
He  can  only  fay,  that  he  has  honefly  endeavoured, 
according  to  the  heft  of  his  capacity,  to  hold  the  bal¬ 
ance  even.  Throughout  the  whole,  he  had  but  one 
firgle  point  to  ftudy  ;  which  was,  to  advance  what 
he  believed  to  be  true,  and  what  he  hoped  at  the  fame 
time  might  be  uleful.  He  knew,  and  confidered,  that 
lie  is  accountable  at  a  higher  tribunal  than  any  upon 
earih.  If  he  has  wifhed  to  pieafe,  it  was  from  a  fonc- 
itude  44  for  your  good  to  edification.”  If  he  has 
happened  to  offend,  it  was  without  malignity  or  defign* 
He  fhould  be  forry  to  be  counted  your  enemy,  for  tel¬ 
ling  you  the  truth.  But  his  concern  in  that  cafe  would 
be  for  you,  not  for  himleif  ;  he  is  ambitious  of  your 
approbation,  but  he  is  much  more  fo  of  fits  own. 

His  happieft  days  having  been  chiefly  paft  in  the 
conversation  of  women  of  worth  and  underllanding,  it 
is  certain,  that  for  fuch  he  has  ever  entertained  a  pe¬ 
culiar  ellrem.  He  pretends  not  indeed,  tnat  even 
among!!  them  he  has  found  any  jewel  without  a  flaw. 
But  notwithffanding  their  imperfections,  juflice  exafls 
from  him  this  tefiimony,  that,  when  they  have,  in  any 
tolerable  degree,  approached  to  the  flandard  of  what 
we  nave  fo  often  fly lecl  f  emaie  Excellence,  they  have 
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appeared  to  him  with  a  few  exceptions,  in  favour  of 
the  other  fex,  by  far  the  devouteft  worfhippers,  the 
warmed  friends,  and  the  mod  fentimental,  as  well  as 
entertaining  companions.  What  he  has  principally  to 
lament,  is  his  meeting  with  fo  fmall  a  number,  who 
have  had  elevation  enough  to  praffife  an  entire  fim- 
plicity  of  manners,  fenfe  enough  wholly  to  forget  their 
perfons  in  the  company  of  men,  and  meeknefs  enough 
to  be  quite  content  when  not  the  objects  of  immediate 
attention. 

If  the  preacher  has  endeavoured,  upon  the  pnncip’es 
of  candour,  to  account  for  fome  paffions  in  the  fex 
that  feem,  at  fird  fight,  lefs  innocent,  or  lefs  excuiabie  ; 
it  was  under  the  fanftion  and  imprelfion  of  that  great 
evangelical  law,  “Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged. 
For  with  what  judgment  ye  judge,  ye  fhali  be  judged  : 
and  with  what  meafure  ye  mete,  it  fhali  be  meaiured 
io  you  again.”  If  he  has  addreffed  thofe  young  per¬ 
fons  who  formed  his  audience,  in  a  dyle  of  peculiar 
tendernefs,  the  reafon,  in  plain  terms,  was  becaufe  he 
felt  it;  nor  does  he  think,  that  either  as  a  man,  or  as 
a  preacher,  he  ought  to  fupprefs,  it  he  could,  an  adec- 
tion  whicli  nature  has  implanted,  and  which,  kept 
within  proper  bounds,  Religion  does  not  prohibit. 

If  he  has  attempted  to  infinuatc  inftruHion  under 
the  fmiles  of  complacence,  or  to  enforce  admonition 
with  the  fervours  of  friendfhip  ;  fay,  ye  cenfors  of  the 
gge,  is  he  really  to  blame  ?  Is  an  audere  countenance 
the  proper  face  of  zeal,  or  adidant  formality  the  genu¬ 
ine  mark  of  holinefs  ?  To  difgud  by  rudenefs,  01  to 
difcourage  by  rigour— is  that  the  way  to  win  fouls  ? 
Was  it  the  way  of  the  apodles,  or  of  their  ^Mailer  ? 
Merciful  Saviour!  what  words  can  paint  thy  benig¬ 
nity,  into  whole  lips  grace  was  poured,  whodidd  “  not 
break  the  bruifed  reed,  not  quench  the  fmoakmg  nax, 
whofe  character  was  like  that  of  thy  Father,  love  i 
1  touched  before  on  the  fpirit  that  breathed  in  his 
teaching  1  let  roe  juft  add  here,  that  his  parabies,  \v  Inch 
made  fo  great  a  part  of  it,  were  pointed  to  the  imagi¬ 
nation  no  lefs  than  to  the  heart  ;  presenting  the  ftrong- 

ed  pictures  of  life  and  nature,  at  the  lame  time  fhai  by 
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thefe  very  means  they  impreffed  the.  nob  left  leftons  of 
piety  and  truth.  To  fpealc  in  general,  will  any  one 
lay,  that  the  feverity  of  cenfure  mull  never  be  foften- 
ed,  nor  the  awfulnefs  of  folemnity  tempered  ;  not  even 
when  the  preacher  has  the  Youthful  and  the  Gay  for 
his  hearers  ?  Thofe  furely  are  flrangers  to  true  YVif- 
dom,  who  fuppofe  her  monitions  incompatible  with 
cheerful  images  or  joyful  ideas ;  furely  thofe  are  un- 
acquainted  with  the  human  mind,  who  hope  to  reform 
its  errors,  without  conciliating  its  affeflions,  or  think 
that-the  tutoring  of  terror  alone  will  produce  the  love 
of  goodnefs. 

In  fome  fentiments  which  I  have  offered  to  your 
eonfideration,  I  {houid  not  be  furprifed  if  I  have  been 
taxed  with  idle  refinement.  Wc  live  in  an  age  wheu 
whatever  is  held  by  the  Few  moft  folid  and  valuable, 
is  by  the  Many  derided  as  vifionary,  or  decried  as  in  - 
lignificant.  In  the  prefent  age  an  accomplifhed  fe¬ 
male  is  apt  to  be  fhunned  under  the  notion  of  a  Learn¬ 
ed  Lady  ;  and  the  Virtuous  Woman  of  the  Proverbs 
would  be  in  danger  of  being  ridiculed  as  a  compofitiou 
of  affeftation.  In  this  age  the  fubjefl  of  drefs  and  or¬ 
nament,  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge,  is  better  under- 
flood  than  formerly  ;  but  in  thefe  how  often  are  mo. 
defty,  frugality,  and  ftmple  elegance,  given  up  to  levi¬ 
ty  or  fafhion,  to  vain  competition  or  miftaken  appear¬ 
ance  !  In  this  age  the  ftriftnefs  of  female  decorum, 
and  the  retirings  of  female  referve,  mull  expefl  to  be 
confirmed  into  ignorance  of  the  world,  if  not  into  hy¬ 
pocritical  airs  of  female  fanflity.  In  this  polite  age, 
I  had  almoft  afked,  where  is  the  man  that  believes  any 
woman  to  be  modeft  at  heart  ;  and  where  is  the  wo¬ 
man  that  dares  to  be  fuperior  to  the  follies  of  her  fex  ? 
A  paffioA  exalted  by  generality,  and  refined  by  fenri- 
xne.*t,  in  which  the  mat),  not  the  equipage,  was  regard¬ 
ed,  in  which  the  highefl  gratifications  of  fenfe  were 
the  loweft  objefts  of  affe£li©n— fuch  a  paftion  is  now 
confidered  by  the  generality  as  romance.  Such  lovers 
might  exiil  in  the  days  of  old,  or  poflibly  may  be  yet 
found  in  the  obfeurity  of  retreat ;  but  in  the  gay  world, 
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where  all  is  tainted  with  fenfuality,  and  Sacrificed  to 
fhow,  they  would  appear'  too  ungenteel  to  be  refpe&a- 
ble,  and  too  infipid  to  be  happy.  Here,  alas,  how 
fe  w  have  the  fortitude  to  live  to  their  own  hearts,  the 
worth  to  cultivate  the  joys  of  friendfhip,  or  the  foul 
to  feek  conjugal  felicity  in  conjugal  edeem  !  Amidfl 
the  hurry  and  diffipation  of  diversions,  the  profligacy 
or  infignificance  of  play,  the  futility  or  frrvoloufnefs 
of  formal  vifiting  ;  what  regard  or  what  room  is  left  % 
for  feif-pofTeflion  or  mutual  confidence,  for  rational 
converfation  or  improving  ftudy,  for  the  pleafing  cares. 
of  a  family,  or  that  amiable  mixture  of  minds*  without 
which  focial  life  is  modifh  difguife  or  mean  indulgence  »* 
Is  it  necciTary  to  add,  how  fcanty  a  portion  of  time  is 
now  given  to  private  devotion  *,  how  little  the  Sab¬ 
bath  is  made  a  day  of  refl  from  the  toil  of  pleafure,  or 
nhe  tumult  of  paflion  ;  and  to  what  banter  from  the  li¬ 
centious  of  both  fexes  is  fhe  expofed,  who  would  fill 
up  the  duties  of  that  day  with  ferioufnefs,  reverence, 
and  conftancy  ?  Let  me  only  fubjoin,  that  the  modes 
of  breeding  now  eiiablifhed  for  young  women  are  fucb, 
that  compofure  and  foftnefs  are  hardly  deemed  confid¬ 
ent,  that  a  demeanour  perfe&ly  attentive  is  in  hazard 
of  palling  for  want  of  vivacity,  and  a  temper  thorough¬ 
ly  meek  for  want  of  fpirit. 

But  what  are  you  to  infer  from  all  this  ?  That  youn 
mud  “  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil,”  or  relinquifh 
Wifdom,  becaufe  fhe  is  renounced  by  fools?  No.  She- 
ilill  continues  to  be  tc  jullified  of  her  children  and 
be  affured,  my  dear  auditory,  that  thofe  very  faoB 
fiiall  be  forced  one  day  to  acknowledge  her  worth*  A, 
few  fhort  years  rolled  away,  and  this  gaudy  feene  will 
difappear.  Where  are  now  many  of  the  miferable 
flatterers,  that  we  have  feen  fret  their  hour  on  the  llage 
of  Vanity  ?  Do&rine  like  this  They  too  once  deipifed 
as  idle  refinement,  or  difrelifhed  as  naufeoias  duinefs. 
Do  ye  imagine  they  are  of  the  fame  mind  Bill  ?  How, 
think  ye,  will  it  appear  to  yourlelyes  in  the  decrepi¬ 
tude  of  age,  and  on  the  bed  of  death  ?  By  what  Hand  • 
ard  fhall  you  then  wiih  to  have  regulated  yourfelves  *, 
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by  that  of  reafonable  women  and  virtuous  believers,  or 
by  the  manners  and  maxims  of  a  diftra&ed  and  degene¬ 
rate  age  ? 

Again!!  the  latter  let  me  warn  you,  by  every  thing 
that  is  prudent  and  good,  by  all  that  can  promote  the 
importance  of  your  fex,  the  reformation  of  ours,  and 
the  happinefs  of  both  ;  let  me  warn  you,  in  the  name 
of  your  country,  in  the  name  of  your  pofferity,  in  the 
name  of  God  !.  Suffer  not  Folly  to  deceive,  or  Flattery 
to  abule  you.  The  time  cannot  be  very  diffant,  at 
which  beauty  fhall  fade  as  a  flower,  by  the  courfe  of 
nature;  the  period  may  be  near  at  hand,  when  it  {hall 
fhrink  at  once,  under  the  violence  of  difeale.  How¬ 
ever  you  may  try  to  forget  it,  life  is  all  uncertain  :  and 
when  thofe  eyes,  now  full  of  lucid  fpirit,  fhall  fink  in 
darkneis  ;  when  that  complexion,  now  bright  and 
blooming,  fhall  die  away  into  a  livid  hue,  and  men 
fhall  turn  with  horror  from  thofe  features  which  they 
behold  at  prefent  with  delight  ;  what  will  the  world 
avail  you.  or  the  world’s  applaufe  P  DeSth,  my  dear 
hearers,  Death  is  no  courtier ;  he  will  fhow  you  to 
yourlelves  as  you  really  are,  divefied  of  every  external 
decoration  and  fkin-deep  allurement.  If  deflitute  of 
mental  acquifitions  and  moral  graces,  the  unfading  !uf- 
tre  of  an  enlightened  foul,  6i  the  hidden  and  incorrupt¬ 
ible  man  of  the  heart  what  will  it  avail  you  that 
you  are  now  fair  and  flattered  ?  The  reputation  of  wit, 
the  popularity  of  politenefs,  the  profellion  of  piety 
itfelf,  will,  in  that  conjunffure,  be  alike  ineffedual,  It 
is  only  the  retrofped  of  capacity  well  employed,  the 
confciotifnefs  of  benevolence  worthily  exerted,  and  the 
principles  of  faith  and  hope  poffeffing  the  mind,  that 
will  then  fupport  and  gladden  it. 

.Where  there  's  nothing  but  a-  pi  dure  of  virtue,  or 
a  few  fhaduwy  qualities  that  may  fubfiff  without  any 
real  excellence,  death  will  hide  them  for  ever  in  the 
night  of  defpuir.  i  he  blackncls  of  darknefs  will  dole 
upon  the  naked  and  wandering  gholl  ;  while  its  loath- 
fome  remains  arc  coi.b  nn  d  to  obl.vion  and  putrefacbon 
in  the  prifoa  of  the  grave,  with  the  profped  of  a  worle 
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doom  hereafter.  But  where  there  is  a  living  image  ‘of 
true  goodnefs  begun  in  this  date,  death  will  deliver  it 
with  fafety  into  the  finifhing  hand  of  Eternity,  to  be 
produced  with  every  mark  of  honour  in  the  open  view 
of  heaven  ;  where  its  now  mortal  partner,  refcued  from 
the  diihonours  of  the  dull,  and  brightened  into  the 
graces  of  eternal  youth,  (hall  rejoin  it  in  triumph,  to 
fuller  the  pang  of  reparation  no  more-^Everlafting 
Jehovah,  what  a  crown  of  joy  will  it  confer  upon  the 
preacher  in  that  day,  fhould  this  little  fervice  be  re¬ 
warded  with  the  reflexion  of  having  contributed  to  the 
falvation  or  improvement  of  any  of  thefe  young  perfons 
whom  he  now  addreffes !  If  ever  thine  ear  was  open  to 
my  cry,  hear  me,  O  Lord,  hear  me,  in  their  behalf. 
What  cannot  thy  fpirit  perform,  perform  by  the  weak- 
efl  hand  ?  May  that  fpirit  “  feal  them  unto  the  day  of 
redemption  — —  At  that  glorious  period,  may  1  meet 
you  all  amongfl  “  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  happy 
to  fee  you  fhining,  with  immortal  fplendor,  in  “  the 
general  affembly  and  church  of  the  firll-born  ;  tranf- 
ported  to  think  that  I  fhall  live  with  you  for  ever  ;  and 
joining  in  the  gratulations  of  your  fellow  angels  a- 
round  the  throne  of  God,  when  he  fhall,  in  the  fight 
of  all,  “  clothe  you  with  the  garments  of  faIvation3 
and  cover  you  with  the  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  as  a  bride¬ 
groom  is  decked  with  ornaments,  and  as  a  bride  is 
adorned  with  her  jewels,”  Amen* 
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